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Survey #: P .G. #79-59 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SU""1ARY SHEET 

Building Date: 1774 

Building Name: St. Barnabas' Episcopal Church 

Location: 14705 Oak Grove Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Accessible 

Description 

St. Barnabas' Church at Leeland is a two-story Georgian Colonial brick 
church building three bays by four bays, built of brick laid in Flemish bond; 
it has a molded water table. There are entrances in the first and third bays 
of the principal three-bay west facade, through double doors. The jambs and 
soffits of the doors are panelled. Windows on the first story are 6/9 double 
hung sash, while those on the second story are narrow four over six lights. 
The roof is hip-on-hip, covered with wood shingle. The narrow wood cornice is 
punctuated with dentil modillions, and defined by bed and crown moldings. 
Inscribed in one of the stretchers which frame the central first story window 
on the east facade is "AD July 3, 1774." St. Barnabas' was altered and Victor
ianized during the nineteenth century. In 1974, to celebrate the 200th anniver
sary of its construction, the church was restored to its original form. Hang
ing on the gallery inside the church is the 1721 painting of "The Last Supper" 
by Gustavus Hesselius. St. Barnabas' Church stands in an ancient graveyard; on 

--- the grounds are the buildings of the Queen Anne School. 

Significance 

St. Barnabas' is an excellent ~xample of a large Georgian Colonial style 
church building, of which there are.only two in Prince George's County. It 
stands on the site of the first church in Queen Anne Parish, and has long asso
ciations with some of the most prominent families in Prince George's County. 
Queen Anne Parish was established by Act of Assembly in 1704, out of the 
northern part of St. Paul's Parish. Services began in a small log structure, 
which was replaced in 1710 by a brick church. The present church was completed 
in 1774 while Jonathan Boucher served as Rector of Queen Anne Parish. In the 
l850's, the church was renovated and Victorianized. During this period stained 
glass began to be substituted for the original Colonial clear glass lights. In 
1971 it was decided to restore St. Barnabas' Church to its original Colonial 
appearance. The Canterbury Chapel was built adjoining the church, and the 
stained glass memorial windows were removed into the chapel. The restored St. 
Barnabas'Church was dedicated in October 1974. St. Barnabas' is one of the 
most beautiful and active Episcopal churches in Prince George's County today. 
Only St. John's, Broad Creek,reflects the same Georgian Colonial style of 
ecclesiastical architecture. St. Barnabas' is an important example of the 
Georgian Colonial Church style, it has long associations with some of the 
County's most prominent families, and exemplifies the social, religious and 
historical heritage of the County and State. 

Acreage: 19.28 acres 
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1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

St. Barnabas' Episcopal Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 14705 Oak Grove Road 
Oak Grove 

Survey No. P.G. 79-59 
former #78-3 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes _no 

_ not for pubHcatlon 

ctty,town Upper Marlboro _ vicinity of congressionar district 5 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
cm....., 
_dlatrlct 
.L building(•) 

- - structure 
_stta 
_object 

Ownenllip 
_public 
_iprtvate 
_both 
Pullllc Acquisition 
_inprocea 
- being consMiered 
~not applicable 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Acceasillle 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
J.no 

-

Prince George~s 

Pre .. ntu .. 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_x_ ectuc.tlonal 
- enterminment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residet11Ce 
_x_ religious 
_ scientific 

- tr8nsportatlon 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and"mailing addresses of all owners) 

Vestry of Queen Anne Parish 

strMt & number 14111 Oak Grove Road telephone no.: 

city, town Upper Marlboro state and zip code MD 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Maryland Archives liber RR 

street & number 350 Rowe Boulevard folio 176 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

ttt~ Prince George's County Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

1981 _ ...,., _state ..L. county _ ioc.1 

Historic Preservation Co111nission, c/o M-NCPPC 

city, town Upper Marlboro Maryland 



7. Description Survey No. PG#79-59 

Condition 
~excellent __ good 

Check one 
- deterlor8ted --,.- umltered 
_Nina _.n.r.d 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved dme of move 

-

_,..,. _unexpo.ed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descri.ption of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

St. Barnabas• Church at Leeland is a two-story brick building with a 
hip-on-hip roof. It stands at the end of an ancient roadway, adjoined on 
two sides by a quiet tree-shaded graveyard. It is distinguished by its 
large size and unusual roof line, and its historic setting. 

The building is large, 46 by 60 feet, three bays by four bays, and is 
built of brick laid in Flemish bond; it has a molded water table. Thereare 
entrances in the first and third bay of the principal three-bay west 
facade, through double doors, each leaf of which has four molded panels. 
The jambs and soffits of the doors are panelled, and the enframement is 
surmounted by a wide flat brick arch. Windows on the first story are wood 
frame, 6/9 double hung sash, while those on the .second story are narrow 
four over six lights. The one-step wood surrounds have inner molding and 
outer bead.The windows have molded wood sills, and are surmounted by flat 
arches in the brick. There are no shutters. 

The roof is hip-on-hip, and is covered with (new) wood shingle. The 
narrow wood cornice is punctuated with dentil modillions, and defined by 

bed and crown moldings, all painted a cream color. There are no 
chimneys. 

There is a hand-inscribed legend in one of the stretchers which frame 
the central first story window on the east (rear) facade: it reads 11 AD 
July 3, 1774. 11 

-
St. Barnabas• was altered and Victorianized during the nineteenth 

century. In 1974, to celebrate the 200th anniversary of its construction, 
the church was restored to its original form. The interior is one large 
space. A main altar table is centered in the east end of the nave, framed 
by a low altar rail. The east wall above the altar is treated with 
reredos paneling. The pews are low panelled box pews. The floor is of 
new brick laid in herringbone pattern; a small section of the original 
brick floor, which served as a model, is visible near the baptismal font 
in the southwest corner of the nave. The f~eestanding marble baptismal 
font has been in continuous use since 1719 when it was shipped to St. 
Barnabas• at the request of the Rector. A pedestal pulpit with sounding 
board is located in the northeast corner of the church; this new but 
authentic pulpit replaces the original pulpit which was centered in the 
north wall between the second and third bays. 

At the rear of the nave is a gallery, supported on square molded 
columns. The gallery is accessible by a single-run flight of steps which, 
rises along the west wall between the two doors, diagonally across the 
central first-story window. The closed-string stair has plain rail and 
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balusters, and panelled spandrel. (The stair was reconstructed in 1974, 
based on structural evidence of its original location.) Hanging on the 
central panel of the east gallery face is the Gustavus Hesselius painting, 
"The Last Supper". During the 1974 restoration, Victorian stained-glass 
windows were removed and replaced by the present 6/9 and 4/6 double hung 
sash windows. A north dependency was built adjoining the old church, to 
serve both as a chapel and as a respository for the stained glass windows. 
ihe dependency is low,one-story and has a flat roof; from the west, it 
resembles a garden wall. It consists of several small service rooms, 
accessible by a corridor along its west facade, and a small chapel sanc
tuary at the north end. The sanctuary is lighted by several stained glass 
memorial windows, as well as the larger St. Barnabas' window which, before 
the 1974 restoration, lighted the altar of the church. 

St. Barnabas' Church stands in an ancient graveyard, adjoining it on 
south and east. Directly south of the church is a freestanding brick 
belfry (1930). On the grounds to the west and southwest are the modern, 
but compatible brick buildings of the Queen Anne School. 



8. Significance Survey No. P¢#79-59 

Period 

--- preh~toric 
_1400-1499 
- 15'»-1599 
..,.1~1899 
- 17C»-1799 
- 18C»-1899 
-1~ 

Sp1ciflc clat .. 

Are- of S1911iflc...ce-Check and Justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_x_ religion 
_ archeok>gy-historic _conservation - 1.. - science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature -. sculpture 
-1L architecture _ eclucaUon _ military - social/ 
_art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ explorattonlsettlement _ philosophy - the8ter 
_ communications _ Industry _ pollticslgovemment - transp0rtatton 

_ 1nv .... tton _ othef.(specify) 

1774 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _c _D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state _local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

St. Barnabas' is an excellent example of a large Georgian Colonial 
style church building, of which there are only two in Prince George's 
County. It stands on the site of the first church in Queen Anne Parish, 
and has long associations with some of the most influential and socially 
prominent families in Prince George's County. 

Queen Anne Parish was established by Act of Assembly in 1704, out of 
- the northern part of St. Paul's Parish, o_ne of the two ori gi na 1 Parishes 

of Pri nee George's County. ·Services began in a sma 11 log structure, on a 
two-acre parcel of land deeded by John and Mary Duvall; this·log chapel 
was replaced in 1710 by the "Brick Church." Being the first brick church 
building in the county, it was called by that name long after other 
parishes (e.g., King George's Parisw and St. Paul's) had erected brick 
church buildings in 1723 and 1735 respectively, but it was also known as 
St. Barnabas' from the beginning.I 

One of the most interesting Rectors in the long history of St. . 
Barnabas' was Jacob Henderson, whose wife, Mary Ridgely Henderson, was 
responsible for the establishment of the Queen Anne Parish chapel-of
ease.2 Henderson served Queen Anne Parish from 1718 to 1751; it was he 
who in 1718 ordered from England the marble baptismal font and the silver 
communion service (inscribed "St. Barnabas Church in Merreland, 1718") 
which are still used in the present church. And it was during Henderson's 
tenure that artist Gustavus Hesselius was commissioned by the Vestry to 
paint the "Last Supper" which now hangs on the Gallery.3 

The most co1orful of St. Barnabas' Rectors was Jonathan Bol.ieher, and 
it was during his tenure, 1771 to 1775, that the present church was built. 
Before his appointment to Queen Anne Parish, Boucher had served a church 
in Virginia where he also ran a school for young men. When he came to 
Queen Anne Parish late in 1771, he brought with him several of his pupils, 
including John Parke (Jacky) Custis, stepson of George Washington, and 
continued his school at "Castle Magruder", a house which stood on the site 
of present day Mount Lubentia.4 Boucher was a passionate Tory, and soon 
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alien~ted the revolutionary Patriots in his congregation. His memoirs 
indicate that he preached some of his last sermons with loaded pistols 

. close at hand. Boucher broke with his friend, George Washington ("You are 
no longer worthy of my friendship; a man of honour can no longer without 
dishonour be connected with you·. With your cause I renounce you •••• "5 and 
sailed for England in September 1775.6 

The present church was completed in 1774 while Jonathan Boucher still 
·Served Queen Anne Parish. The Vestry Minutes include the contract between 
Rector Boucher and Christopher Lowndes to build "a new brick church near 
the place where the old Brick Church now stands." The new church was to 
be "60 feet in length and 46 feet in width," with "side walls 20 feet high 
above the surface of the ground~ The walls were to be 27 inches thick at 
the foundation, 22 inches thick two feet above the foundation, and 18 
inches thick at the top of the wall. The contract was very specific about 
windows and doors: the long sides of the church were to have two rows of 
windows, four windows in each row, with the first story windows having 24 
lights and the second story 18; the ends of the church were to have "two 
large neat ten panelled folding doors .•. and a window between them to 
contain 24 lights each," and three 18-light windows on the second story. 
There was to be a gallery at the west end of the church, and the roof was 
to be covered with cypress shingles. The work was to be completed 11 in 
workmanlike manner" by the end of August 1774.7 The late eighteenth 

-- century Vestry Records after July 1773 are lost, but it is believed that 
the church building was not finished by the .contract date. There is, 
however, an inscribed brick at first-story level in the east elevation 
which reads "AD July 3, 1774. 11 

After the Revolution, and the Declaration of Rights which put an end 
to the Established Church in Maryland, the Episcopal Church in Prince 
George's County experienced widely varying swings in attendance and 
support. After a low point early in the nineteenth century, Queen Anne 
Parish began to flourish to such an extent that in 1844 the parish was 
divided, with the Forest Chapel (Collington) becoming the Parish Church 
for the newly created Holy Trinity Parish in the north part.8 In the 
1850 1 s, during the tenure of Rector J. A. McKenny, St. Barnabas• Church 
was renovated and Victorianized. In 1855, the Planters• Advocate, 
published in Upper Marlboro, printed 11 a description of the recent. 
improvements by which the old church edifice has been so much adorned. 11 

Although the original brick walls were disturbed 11 but little", and "as 
much of the ancient character as possible has been retained, •.• the whole 
of the outside has been painted somewhat the color of brown stone. The 
interior has been altered considerably for the better while, as on the 
outside, the effort has been to preserve its antique character. The 
ceiling has been lowered, and with the walls and pews, grained in 
imitation of oak. The chancel rail and furniture are of walnut. A part 
of the old building has been converted into a commodious robing-room, such 
as does not often fall to the lot of a country church"g It was during 
this period, also, that stained glass began to be substituted for the 
original Colonial clear glass lights. 
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In 1971 it was decided to restore St. Barnabas• Church to its 
original Colonial appearance. Under the direction of M. Walter Macomber, 

. resident architect for Colonial Williamsburg, the church building was 
restored, and the Canterbury Chapel was built adjoining the church to the 
north. The stained glass memorial windows were removed into the chapel, 
the Victorian robing-room was removed, and the Gallery restored with its 
staircase rebuilt in its original position. The restored St. Barnabas' 
Church was dedicated in October 1974. 

Today St. Barnabas' Church stands in a quite and beautiful setting, 
adjoined on two sides by its ancient burial ground which contains 
tombstones of many prominent County families (e.g., Belt, Duckett, Duvall, 
Bowie, Beall, and Magruder). To the south and west of the church are the 
buildings (all since 1964) of the Queen Anne School, which instructs 
students from Grades 7 through 12. St. Barnabas' is one of the most 
beautiful and active Episcopal churches in Prince George's County today. 
Only St. John's, Broad Creek (circa 1766) reflects the same Georgian 
Colonial style of ecclesiastical architecture (St. John's is only one 
story high). St. Barnabas' therefore is a unique and excellent example in 
Prince George's County of its type, it has long associations with some of 
the County's most prominent families, and exemplifies the social, 
religious and historical heritage of the County and State. 

Notes 

1 Hienton, Louise Joyner, Prince George's Heritage, Md. Historical 
Society, pp. 54-84; cf. also Archives of Maryland XIII, 425, and Queen 
Anne Parish Vestry Minutes, #12657, Md. Archives; Prince George's County 
Deed RR:l76. ~ 

2 cf. Holy Trinity Church, P.G. #71A-9a. 

3 cf. Hienton, op. cit; Queen Anne Parish Vestry Minutes, 1700-1721. 

4 cf. Mount Lubentia National Register nomination, P.G. #73-16; Boucher, 
Jonathan, Reminiscences of an American Loyalist, 1925. 

5 Letter from J. Boucher to George Washington, 6 August 1775, reprinted 
in Reminiscences of an American Loyalist. 

6 Boucher, J. op. cit. 

7 Contract, undated but included in Queen Anne Parish Vestry Minutes 
between September 1772 and July 1172: Reverend Jonathan Boucher and John 
Duvall for the Vestry, with Christopher Lowndes, contractor. 

8 Holy Trinity Vestry Records, 1844; cf. Holy Trinity Church, inventory 
file, P.G. #71A-9a. 

9 Planter's Advocate, Local and Personal column, 26 December 1855. 
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Building Name St . Barnabas Church 

Location 14111 Oak Grove Hoad , (Leelana) , Upper Marl boro , Md . 

Open to Public ___x_ yes no 

St . Barnabas is a two- story brick structure , laid in ~lemish bond , 
with a hip- on- hip roof . The principal west facade has three bays , with 
doors in the outside bays; the east fncade is identical . The longer 
north and south sides have +-'our bays . 'l'he building has a modillion 
cornice with bed and crown rioldings . St . Barnabas was restored in 1974, 
t~e 200th anniversary or its conntruction . Nineteenth century stained 

~lnss .vindows w-.!re replaced by six- over- n i. nc and four- over- six- light 

double hung sashPs , typical of the originn.1 nui ld int' peri od . A one-
s tor~' brick add i tioii wus built on to t h( nor tit , to house the m.?chanical 

pl ant; An<i the ~ained ~lass windows. 

St . Bnrnabas is the parish church of iueen Anne Parish, which was 

:·o:-:nc.i by Act or Assembly in 1704 . Services ocgan 1n a log chnpel con

f:~ruc t.t?d on a two-acre tract culled "Jomethi11g 11
, wnich was given to the 

'churcn in 1705 ; a orick structure was comple-;ed u:v 1710 . In 1718, 
rluring che r ctorship of Jacob Henderson. a marble font and silver 
communion uervice were order~d from mgl·Uld , and are still in use in 
the C!1urch . In 1721, Gustavus Hesselius was commissioned to paint 

" rhe lJas t Supper", which now hangs on the choir gallery. 
'he present , larger s·tructure was constructed in 1774 , during the 

r•"l,....rship of Jonathan Boucher . Boucher was an araent Tory , and soon 
al i enated his Pntri0~ parishioners ; his lnst ~ermons were preached 

with loaded pis'tols close ut hand, and in September 1775 he depa rted 

from Ame rice. on tne last boat to ~'ngland t>~f ore the outor eak of 

hostili~ies. 
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HISTORIC 

St . Barnabao Church 
ANO/OR COMMON 

f.I LOCATION 
STREET • NUM BER 

141 11 Oak Grove Road 
CITY TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 
STATt 

Maryland 

IJCLASSIFICATION . 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

XBUILOINGISI X _ PRIVA Tt 

_STRUCTURE _ GOTH 

SITE PUBLI C A CQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

- BEING CONSIOEHEO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

v1c1N1TY oF Leeland 

STATUS 

-.OCCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORlt IN PROG'IESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_ '1'£$ RESTRICTED 

.XYES UNRESTAICTlO 

_ NO 

CONGRESSIONAL OISTRICT 

4th. 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 
-AGIUCULTUA( -.MUSEUM 

- COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

- EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENIERTAINMENT %..RELIGIOUS 

_ GOllCRNM[NT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MIUTAR'f - OTHER 

St . Barnabas Enisc opal Church of Leeland Telephone #: 249=9..._6""-7_._._1 __ _ 
STREET & NUMBER 

14111 Oak Grove Road 
CW. TOWN 
upper t.~arlboro _ v1c1N1TY oF Leeland 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSF 
REGISTRY oF orEDs.nc p .G . Co. Courthouse 
STREET A "'U114BER 

Main Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 

11 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

HADS 
DATE 

Md. STA~dafd-P code 

Liber i: RR 
Folio I: 176 

STATE 

Md . 

1936 Library of Congress )C.FEOERAl _STATf _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DErQSITOAY FOlt 
SU'IVEY AlCOROS 

CITY TOWN 

Washington D.C. 
STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

.XVCCELL.ENT • 

_GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

- DflERIORA TEO 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEX,OSED 

-
CHECK ONE 

_UNALTf.REO 

X-ALTtllED 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGIHA\. SJTE 
_ MOvtD DAT[ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llf KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Barnabas is a rectangular, two-story brick structure , laid in 
Flemish bond, and .vi th a hip-on- hip roof. 1.rhe T'rinci"pal west facade 

has three bays , with ooora in the outside bays ; ~he east facade is 
identic"l.l . The longer north and south sides nave four bays . The 
ouilding has a mo"lillion cornice with bed and crown moldings . 
St . Barnabas was r estored in 1974, the 200th anniversary of its 

construction. Nineteenth century stained glans windows were r ·
placed by six-over-nine and four- over- six-light double htmg sashes 

typical or the original buila ing period . A one-story brick addition 
was built on the north, to house the mechanical plant and ~he stained 

glass windows. 
Two aisles divine the nave of the church, and the brick floor 

is paved in herringbone design, incorporating a smnll section of 
the original floor . The altar is in the center of the east wall; 

its surround has ±'our pilasters supporting R broken pediment . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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-'600·1&99 

~17001799 
-'800·1899 
_1900. 

JC..t.itCHITECTUAE 

--4RT 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUN•CA TIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 1774 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_(NGINEEAING _ MUSIC 

_(XPLORA TION/SETTLEMENl _PHILOSOPHY 

_t,..OUSTAY _POUTICSJGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUI LOER/ ARCH ITEC. T 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAU HUMANtT ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPOIHATION 

_OTHER ISPEClfYI 

x local history 

St • .Barnabas is the parish church of Queen Anne Pari£h , which 
was formed by Act oi' Asuembly in 1704.out cf t;he northern part of 

St . Paul 's Pariah. Services began in a log chapel constructed on 
a two acre tract called "Something", which was given to the church 
in 1705 by John and Mary Dcmall. A brick structur e was comoleted 
by 1710. From 1718 to 1751, Jacob Henderson was the rector of s~ . 

Barnabas . It was he wno sent to England fo r a number of items to 
(""" enhance the beauty of the church ; of these i:em3, the marble font 

r 

and silver communion service (engraved "St . Barnabas Church of Merre
land, 1718" ) are still in use . I.twas also during Henderson ' s 
tenure that Gus'tavus Hesseliue was commissioned to paint "The Last 
Supper"; this important painting originally hung ·over the altar 
of the first brick church , was lost after 1773, but was 'recovered 
and now hangs on the choir gall-ry of the restored church • . 

In 1771 Jonathan Boucher was appointed rector .of St. Barnabas , 
and during his short tenure the present, larger br ick structure was 
constructed, complete~ in 1774. Boucher was an ardent rory , and soon 
alienated his Patriot parishioners; his last sermons wer e preached 
with loaded pistols close at hand, and in September 1775 he departed 
from America on the last boat to England before the outbreak of 

hostilitiea . 
The cemetery to the east of the church contains the ~ombstones of 

many prominent Prince George's County families: Belt, Duckett , 
Duvall , Bowie , Beall, Mae,rudor , etc . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

U ST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

SlAlE COUNrY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME TITLE 

Su san G. Poarl 
ORGANIZATIOli. G Hi i 1 & Cul ~ . • stor ca tural Trust 

sTREEc~i~~~t Mansion , 4811 Riverdale Road 
CITY QA TOWN 

!<l.verdal:e, Md . 20840 

DATE 
October 1979 

THE PHONE 
779- 2011 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FOR.."'i 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

AND/OR HISTORIC:: 

St. Barnabas Church 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

.Oak Grove Road (Rte. 556) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

O District , gi Boni.ling 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

Ill Private 

0 Bo.it 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Checlr One or Mor.•• A.PPfGl'l'lete) 

0 Agriculturol 0 Govern..,.nt 0 Pork 

0 Commerciol 0 Industrial 0 Privote Residence 

0 Educotionol 0 Military g Reli11ious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

·-.··;--

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

0 Unoccupied !liJ 
~ Preservation work 0 UnrHtrictetl 

in pro gr••• 

0 Tronsportotion 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 No 

0 Comments 

z E~i OWM~!{~F P~!itt:"tY' > / . << · t ··· .. \ ::·":· .. ·_.:- ··::: .-· __ :: .. :.-.. : 
·-·:: ·:-:.··":>- ... :=:·.:::· ..... ./ 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Queen Anne Parish 
LU STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Oak Grove Road {Rte. 556) 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Marv land 
,..... ·· .. ·. :·.\Xt:·········,:·: ............. •·····•··· ·~-

. . Upper Mar ~oro ... .. . . 
M~ t.~~".J:l{)ff Of' t.E(;~4 PESCRI.PXfOH<::•· •/ 

COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTAY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Historic American Buildincrs"- ·survey ·--- -
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Upper Marlboro Maryland -- - - ---
ritle Reference of CurrPn~ DPPn (Bnnk & Pa. i): 

t!a ~f!?f:f~~~T:~1t!WI t)if:_ExbTINQ: sU.ltYerst}S .: < •• . : t>' </ \ . ) > '.·.· ·.·· ..... :.-~. -=-~ 

TITl..E OF SURVEY: 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
04TE OF SURVEY: 1936 !Iii Federol 0 Stote 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS• 

Librarv of Conaress 
:S1R-~ET ANO NUMBER: 

10 1st Street SE 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Washinaton. DC 

PS- 70~ 



IZ· Q£SCJtl?:TlON ·. . ·····. ·. 

iii Gaad 
1--------0 Excellent 0 Fair 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Undtered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> •D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 8J Original $ite 

The church is a rectangular brick building with a two 

story elevation. It is laid up in Flemish bond. The main 

(west) facade is three bays with doors in the end"bays and a 

central 6/9 double hung sash window. Heavy architraves 

around the windows have a moulded inside and outside edge. 

Over the openings flat arches are one stretcher and one header 

high. The second story windows are narrower 4/6 double hung 

sash with flat arches and detailing similar to the first floor 
m 

windows. The rear elevation is identical to the facade. The m 

side elevations are four bays with 6/9 double hung sash on the z 
ground floor and 4/6 at the second story. The roof is a 

double hip covered with shingles. It has a modillion cornice ;;o 

with bed and crown mouldings. 

In plan, the building has two aisles running through the 

c 
n 
-I 

church. The alter is centrally positioned on the east wall, o 
z 

with a window in the center and flanking panels of applied "" 

mouldings; the surround has pilasters supporting a broken 

pediment. Windows are deeply set with mouldings at the out-

side edge and wide exposed architraves with a beaded inside 

edge. The coved ceiling has a wide cornice and three moulded 

cross beams are exposed. These beams support king posts with 

angle braces. 
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PERIOO (Checlr 0- or More•• Approprlat•) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century llJ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC O•TE(SI (It Applicable •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr On• or More •• Appropri•I•) 

Abod9inol ,. ~·.,:.. , 0 E_ducati~ : . .c ... - fO P.oliticcil:· _, __ 

0 Reli9ion/Phi. 

JD- Urban Pl.onning 
.:._ - • ..... - 4 

0 p,.hiatoric 0 En9ina•rin9 0 Other (Sped 17) 

r;::J H,is_~ric 

0 A9ricultvre 

O Archi1ecture 

-· qJndu.•!_ry 

0 lnv•ntion 

0 Landscape 

, loso~h!. _ 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Art 0 Sociol/Humon-

0 C.--ce 

Archit•cture 

0 Literature itarion 
O Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

O Military 

O Musi~ 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

Parish. erected in 1704 out of northern part of St. 
Paul's Parish. 

Rectors: 
Rev. Robert OWen, rector of St. Paul's, Baden, 

.; initially preached every two weeks using the 
former chapel of St. Paul's as the church for 
the new parish. 

Rev. Jonathan White, invested in 1708. 

Rev. Jacob Henderson, invested 1718. Respon sible 
for furnishing church. Large land owner and 
businessman as well as. rector; owned "Bell Air," 
which he sold to Gov. Ogle and Benjamin Tasker. 
Donated a chapel in Collington Hundred to parish. 
Principal heir the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel-in Foreign Parts. 

Rev. William Brogden, invested in 1751. Had 
served as curate under Rev. Henderson. Master 
of Free School near church. 

Rev. Jonathan Boucher~ invested in ]770. Loyalist 
and frieftd of Royal Governor. Ran aschool at his 

.. house, Mt. Lubentia, where Jack Custis, George--. 
Washington's stepson, Charles Calvert, son of 
Benedict Calvert of Mt. Calvert, and Overton Ca~r
were students. Related by marriage to REv. Henry 
Addison of King .. George Parish X.St. John's, Broad-. 
Creek}. Both Addison and Boucher fled country in 
1775 as Revolutionary War began. 

Church Buildings: 
First church the former chapel of ST. Paul's, Baden. 

1706 the first brick church built. 

1770 a levy authorized to build new church. Late , __ _ 
.... ' ' ' \..or ristopher 

Loundes contracted to build new 
church, which is the present b . 

~J.lding. 
ps-7011 
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Louise Joyner Hienton. Prince George's Heritase. 

"An Historical Sermon in Connection with ST. Barnabas Church (also known as 'Brick Church') Queen Anne's Parish, at Leeland, Prince Ge1Drge's County, Maryland. n Delivered by the Rev. Williaf!l C. Butler, a former Rector. Washington, D.C.: R. Beresford, printer, 1907. 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES . LATITUDE A.NP LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
OF LESS THAN TE:N ACRES R -. 

LATIT
1

UDE '·· ~ONGIT°UOE CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds o~~'~;•s Minutes Seconds 
0 .. 0 .. 0 . . . . . 0 : .. .. NW 

NE 0 . . 0 . .. 
SE 0 -- -.•. - . 0 -· . . . ~~;; .. ~ ~- ... , .. :-,:··.-
SW 0 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINA.TED PROPERTY: 

'.Acreage Justification: 
I 

' i 

l --

... -· -- ~. ..... '- . -- ..... _ -· 1: .. 

.. - - ·-- - : ...... ..: ·. , . ..... ".}", . .. ' ' . -

-- -- - - . •• -- .... . J ••. . .. 
.·.·. .· .. . ·.· .. : __ ; ·: .. ·· ·· .. : .. :·?:· .•• ... :•::···.······· .......... ·•· hL FORM PREPA.REO BY ·::-..: . . -)· ·:-;:-:::··=.=· 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian ~ .. -- .. .. 
'DA.TE ORGANIZATION 

8 Oct 74 MNCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenl..te '· -. .;.. rJ" ' • ·• ' •• ,-·~ I ·- .-·:.... ...... 

CITY OR TOWN: STA.TE I Silver Sprina M;'.lrvl '1nn 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office __ Use Onl.y)_ .. 
Significance of this property is: 

- National 0 State 0 Local 0 -- --- -· c -

-- .. 
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TOWN VICINITY #39 
STREET No. Intersect Church R. and 

Oak Grove rd. 
ORIGINAL OWNER 

0R1G1NAL usE Church 
PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT usE Church 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
NO. OF STORIES 1 (high ceiling) 

2· NAME Saint Barnabas {_ft'-' · - { _, 

DATEORPERIOD 1774 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 'OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Flemish bond with glazed headers. 
·Gambrel-hip roof. 

Well-kept 
Excell. setting, 
Old graveyard surrounds 
Diamond pattern slate shingles on roof (Victorian1) 
Jonathan Boucher rector during pre-Revolutionary per. 
Contains Hesselius painting of Last Supper. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

B. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Autltor, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Earle. 
Bowie, 36,)9,43,62,593, 

l " 

Interior Exterior 

Glc..· #- 764, -:'::.4 
7.PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND' TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 

... 
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P.G. #79-59 

St . Barnabas Church , Leeland 
Prince George's County 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1987 
Southeast 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust , Annapolis, Md. 





P.G. #79-59 

St. Barnabas Church, Leeland 
Prince George's County 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1987 
West Elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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P.G. #79-59 

St . Barnabas Church, Leeland 
Prince George's County 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apri 1 1987 
Southwest 3/ 4 elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist . Trust , Annapol i s, Md. 





St. Barnabas Church, Leeland 
Prince George's County 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1987 
Northwest 3/4 Elevation 

P.G. #79-59 

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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St . Barnabas Church, Leeland 
Prince George's County 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apri 1 1987 
Baptismal Font 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust , Annapolis, Md. 


