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Survey #: P .G. #80-21 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Friendly School 

Location: 10115 Old Fort Road, Friendly, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

1890s 

The Friendly school building is a small one-and-one-half-story frame 
gable-roofed structure, converted from a one-room schoolhouse into a modern 
residence. The entrance is through the central bay of the three-bay north 
gable end, which is covered by a modern porch. Above the porch in the 
gable end is a diamond-shaped window. The sides of the building are four 
bays wide, and the siding is covered with white abestos shingle. There are 
two chimneys at the ridge. In recent years, the building was lifted and 
placed on a cinder-block foundation. The interior has been completely 
altered, leaving scarcely any of the original fabric. Ten-by-ten inch 
floor beams, believed to be original, remain in place. 

Significance: 

A schoolhouse has stood at this location since before the Civil War. 
The one-acre lot almost certainly came out of the considerable landholdings 
of the Thorne family, members of which served as school trustees throughout 
the school's existence. Members of the Taylor family, which also provided 
school trustees, note that William F. Taylor helped with a major rebuilding 
of the school in the 1890s. This is confirmed by school Commission reports 
which indicate that all of the County's original school buildings were 
rebuilt during this period. The school at this location was officially 
designated as School #5 in District #5 (Piscataway); by the 1890s it came 
to be known as Friendly School. 

In 1925 the Oxon Hill Consolidated School opened, and took in students 
who had formerly attended the Oxon Hill, Fort Foote, Friendly, Silesia and 
Fort Washington schools; in January 1926, Friendly School was sold to E. J. 
Thorne, and subsequently converted into a residence. Although it has been 
considerably altered, its exterior retains much of its structural integ
rity. It is one of only two surviving schools in Prince George's County 
constructed in the 1890's. 

Acreage: l acre 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Friendly School 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 10115 Old Fort Road 

city, town Friendly 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
.x__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
___x_ no 

Survey No. P.G. ~80-21 

Magi No.1703395604 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_not for publication 

5 

_museum 
_park 
___!___ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name David Wockl ey, 

street & number 10110 Old Fort Road telephone no.: 

city, town Friendly, state and zip code Maryland 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber #3031 

street & number Main Street folio 643 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state Md. 20772 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 
_federal _ state ___!county _ local 

pository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale, 

state Md. 20737 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. #80-21 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Friendly school building is a small, one- and-one-half-story frame 
gable-roofed structure, converted from a one-room schoolhouse into a modern 
residence. The entrance is through the central bay of the three-bay north 
gable end, which is covered by a modern porch. Above the porch in the 
gable end is a diamond-shaped window. 

The sides of the building are four bays wide, and the siding is 
covered with white asbestos shingle. The cornice is returned at the gable 
ends. There are two chimneys at the ridge. 

In recent years, the building was lifted and placed on a cinder-block 
foundation. The interior of the building has been completely altered, 
leaving none of the original fabric. The ca. 10 11 by 10 11 floor beams do 
remain, however, and are believed to be original. 

It is probable that the south portion of the schoolhouse was added in 
one of the several construction phases. 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #80-21 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140~1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 150~1599 

_160~1699 

_170~1799 

__x__ 180~ 1899 
_190~ 

_agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture -2L education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention ~other (specify) 
locate history 

Specific dates 1890 1 s Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

A schoolhouse has stood at this location since before the Civil War. 
Because the first schoolhouse was constructed before the Board of County 
School Commissioners was officially established, however, the original deed 
for the school lot has not been discovered. This one-acre school lot 
almost certainly came out of the considerable land-holdings of the Thorne 
family, and it was to Edgar J. Thorne that the house and lot were sold in 
1926, when the school was closed. Members of the Thorne family served as 
school trustees throughout the school's existence. Another family closely 
associated with the school is the Taylor family which also provided 
trustees for the school throughout its history.1 Present-day members of 
this family, although they believe the building to be original, note that 
William F. Taylor (who served as trustee in the 1920's) helped with a major 
rebuilding of the school in the 1890's. This is probably the case, since 
school commission reports indicate that all of the County's original school 
buildings were rebuilt during this period.2 

After the establishment of the Board of County School Commissioners in 
1865, the school at this location was officially designated as School #5 in 
District #5 (Piscataway). By the 1890's, it came to be known as the 
Friendly School. It served seven grade levels, each class sitting on an 
individual bench. The building was warmed by a coal stove. Although the 
schoolhouse was expanded several times, it always remained a one-room 
structure. 3 

As early as 1922, plans were begun to establish a larger school to 
serve the students then attending the Oxon Hill, Fort Foote, Friendly, 
Silesia and Fort Washington schools. The Oxon Hill Consolidated School 
opened in 1925, and in January 1926, the Friendly school and lot were sold 
to E. J. Thorne for $331.4. Since that time it has (like so many other 
vacated County school buildings) been converted into a residence. Although 
it has been considerably altered, it does reflect a long history of educa
tion in Prince George's County. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #80-21 

Prince George 1 s County Deeds: #3031:643; 855:189; 838:472; 710:317; and 260:166; 
Journal of Board of County School Commissioners/Board of Education {1865-1826) 
Interview with owner, February 1984; Public Schools of Prince George's County, 1976. 

1 o. Geographical Data 
acre 

Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi._J I I 1 I I I I I I 8 WI '="'" ~l:-'"""1 __ l I 1 I 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i.J ~I_.___.----~' ~I .............. __._ ........ -.... ol..i.JI ~ ~l....__ ..... _I ~I.........._....__--.-
E L..Ll I I l....__._~---- F LLI I I __ ............. __ _ 
G L..Ll I I ~I_.,_...__._._..... __ HLJ.j I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan G. Pearl, Historic Sites Research Coordinator 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date February 1984 

street & number Hi story Division, M-NCPPC (301) 952-3520/779-2011 
telephone 

city or town Riverdale, state Maryland 20737 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



P.G. #80-21 

8. Significance (Continued) 

Footnotes 

Journal of the Board of County School Corrtnissioners, 1865-1921; 
Journal of the Board of Education, 1921-1940. 

2 Public Schools of Prince George's County, Retired Teachers 
Association, 1976. 

3 Journal of Board of County School Corrtnissioners, 1865-1921; interview 
with owner, February 1984. 

4 Journal of the Board of Education, 1921-1926; Prince George's County 
Deed, #260:166. 
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MARYLA..~D HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

C0'4"'-0N: 

ANO/QR HISTORIC: 

Friendly School 
. : ·: · ..... · .. ·.,: : : .··.:-·· ..... - ... -.·· 

STREET ANO' NUM8EAt 

Allentown Road and Old Fort Road (W. Quadrant) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Oxen Hill 
STATE 

Maryland 

CATEGORY 
(Ch,,clr One) 

0 District II Building 

0 0 Structure 

0 Object 

1
o Public 

'la Privote 

0 Both 

I I COUNTY: 

Prince George's 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Public Acqu;sition: \i Occupied 

0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 Being Considered 0 Preservotion work 

in progress 

PRESENT USE (Check On" or Mon .,, Appropriate) 

0 Agriculturol 0 
0 Commercial 0 
0 Educotionol 0 

Government 

lndustr!al 

Militorr 

Mus1tum 

0 Perl< 

Iii Privote Reai,,!enc• 

0 Religious 

0 Transportoti on 

0 Other (S,,.clty) 

I 
ACCESSISLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 RHtric:tecl 

0 Unreatri cted 

• Ho 

0 Scientific 
..n ~~--''--~~.,.-~~~.,.-~~~~~~~-,--~~.,.-...,-..,....,.~~~~.,.-~-.,.. ...... ~~ ...... ......,.,._~~_,... ....... ~....,,.~--~~.-..,..,i 
z .t;~~O'liHER'(IFP~P~lfTY··. · < .. . :: ... , .·. · ... ··.·,•.:· : .......... ,:::::<': .. >::·:·'·· ... <., .. :,·:, ·:<> . '•''·>'·<{• .. : 

0 Entertainment 0 

I OWNER'S NAME: 

w-! STREET AND NUMSER: 

w-. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Prince Georqe's County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Uooer Marlboro !Maryland I 
Title Reference of Curr~nt Doon (Bnnk & Pcr. ~): 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Nnno 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Locol 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMl!IER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I 

~, 

I 

I 

------------------------



-

11 Goocl 
t--~~~~~~~ 

0 Fair 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

Gl Altered 0 Unoli.red 

(Check One) 

0 Deterio<c1ted 

I I DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARAMCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check On•) 

0 Move.I JilJ: Ori9inol Sit. 

I The house, once the Friendly School House, is 

now a private residence. The main (north) facade is 

three bays with a central doorway. Along the side-

walls are four, double hung sash windows. Under the 

eaves, a wide board serves as a frieze. 

PERIOD (Check 

0 ISt 

SPECIFIC DATE 

AREAS OF SIGN! 

Abor i11ir 

0 Pr 

0 Hi 

0 A11ri1 

0 Arch 

0 Aft 

0 Comr 

0 Comr 

O CoM 

STATEMENT OF: 



~qSlG~ftFfCMCE i''"·'. ·. . ::- ..... ~ ..... 

PERIOD · (Chee I< On• or /lil<H• •• APPfGprlet•) 
.-- ~>? -Coiumbian 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 20th Centu<y - -
0 15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISJ (II Applicable andK"°'"') 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cheelr One or Mor. •• Appropriate) 

Abori9inol 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

' 0 P,.hist0<ic 0 EnlJineerin; 0 Rel ilJion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Londscop• 0 Sculpture 

0 "" Architecture 0 Socio 1/Humon• 

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-

- I 



···.:·-···· ·-=·· .;.;· ·.-.-_: ..... :-··:·~=--~:...··-.re-:.-::-: -~·= .... ·;. '" 

~EoGRAPHICAt.;D.\tA. · r10. < •. '>. . .. i •... .• ·> . .. : .. · ·: . 
. . ·; 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
.· ,;·:_ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTV 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTV 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Dearees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.cOAds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . 0 . ~ 

I 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 0 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTV: 

:Acreage Justification: 
! 

! 
I 
t 

I -· 
iLIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTV 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

fll/FORMPREPAREOBYi .• 
.. .• .... ·/>< .... ; :···:·: ............. : ..... ··•• .. :•:•: ;:· ·····:<:.· ............................ ··: .. ·:•·,,;{ ·. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION lo~; .MNCPPC Dec 73 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sprinq Marv land 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 -

Signature 
-

..,, 
m 
m 

-I 

::0 

c:: 
n 
-I 

0 

% 

{ 
( 



#3031 :643 
10 Sept 1964 
Deed 

#1065:383 
30 Sept 1948 
Deed 

#855: 189 
2 3 Ap r i 1 1 948 
Deed 

#838:472 
8 July 1946 
Deed 

#710:317 
10 June 1943 
Deed 

#260:166 
29 Jan 1926 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

Friendly Schoo 1 P .G. #80-21 

Mack Morton Reid et ux to David Wockley et ux, part 
(20,702 square feet) of lot known as Friendly School 
property, which grantors acquired by #1065:383. 

Marie J. Kessel to Mack Morton Reid et ux, lot in 
Piscataway District, Friendly school property on road 
from D.C. to Piscataway, l acre, which grantor acquired 
by #855: 189. 

Bernhardt L. Mortensen et ux to Marie J. Kessel, 1 
acre, Friendly school property, which grantors acquired 
by #838:472. 

William and Virginia Van Cleaf to Bernhardt Mortensen 
et ux, Friendly School property, which grantors 
acquired by #710:317. 

Florence M. Thorne, widow, as representative of will of 
Edgar J. Thorne (WTD #6:21), to William Van Cleaf et ux, 
1 acre, Friendly School property which Edgar J. Thorne 
acquired by #260:166. 

Board of Education of Prince George's County to E.J. 
Thorne, Friendly School property, 1 acre, bounded on 
the east of the public road, on north and west by the 
land of A.B. Thorne, on south by the land of E.J. 
Thorne. 

-------- ------
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P.G . #80-21 

Friendly School 

Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist.Trust, Annapolis , MD 





P.G. #80-21 

Friendly School 
Prince George's County , MO 

Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 

Northeast 3/4 elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MO 





P.G . #80-21 

Friendly School 
Prince George ' s County, MD 

Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
Northwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





NAME Fe1£1J()L '( Sct*'o'- J.lcu.se. f c; !o ;;.1 

LOCATION OLf) r-r /Id "'"' ~u-;VD cA. ~/US/"". Md (r£/£A/0t-Y) 

FACADE #/1.J 

PHOTO TAl<EN tz./n/?3 ){.f)w'f'e.L_ 
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LOCATION cxD t=-r. ,,,&:/. Y- bt-ANt:> c..tJ. S /LeS/,-?, ~ ( ~R/ClflfJ~y) 

FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z_/1z/73 ~,pcuy~ 


