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Fort Circle Park 

1. Battery KE:Illble, completed during the Autumn of 1861, was nazied after Governor K~T.ble 
of Cold Spring, New York, former president of West Point Foundry, ¥here most of the he3V}' 

Army and Navy guns were l!lade during the Civil lfar. Battery Kemble is on the high point 
of land, 387 feet above mean low level of the Poto~ac, ~here it's guns could protect botr 
Chain Bridge and Aqueduct Bri.dge. The earthwork rESJains of the battery are distinct and 
well-preserved. 
2. Fort Bayard's ear~hwork remains are distinguishable -with some effort, and co~s-~s_t,ed 
of an elliptical parapet wall -with a perimeter of 123 yards, at the center of which a 
depression now marks the site of the powder magazine. 
3. fort Rends earthwork remains have been obliterated. 
4. fort DeRtissey.is a small fort of .just 190 yards around its hexagonal p~ri~eter, 
occupies a very command~ng position (354 feet above sea level) overlooking the deep vall 1 

:l · of Rock Creek's Broad Branch, and was very heavily armed to control the valley and 
:important roads to the west. It is very -well preserved, with some evidence of the struc . j 
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within the parapet walls. 
5. Fort Stevens bas been 
concrete simulating wood. 
only one to nave seen any 
condition. 

approximately one-third reconstructed (1930's), mainly out of 
This most significant of all the Washington, D.C. forts, the 

combat, had a perimeter of 375 yards. It is in good-to~excell 

6. fort Slocum's earthwork remains are indistinguishable. 
7. Fort Tott_en,, :with a pe~?-met:e:r ,9f 272 yards, is still a very well-preserved earthwork 
with important outlying rifle trenches. The interior of the parapet walls has well
preserved rem<l,i-q,s .oJ m_agaz:Ln_e~, bombproofs, and a stockade. 
8. Fort Bunker Hill,, on one of .. the highest pieces of .gl'.ound in -the District of Columbic 
-was one of th~ -.smalle_st .o.£ ._the. earthwork defenses of the qipital, .. and was_, .because of tr 
insufficiency, unappreciated. by the military establishme~t; ~na -s~on ~fter.the war allov 
tc deteriorate.· - The ·barely-visible remains are nn a steep kp.oll _i~ _a __ densely;residenti~ 
area of Washington. 
9. Fort Lincoln, pear the site 
but one of its batteries can-be 
Even that is minor. 

of :µnportant action in the War of 181~, ,_t.od.~y .is obli te1 
seen on NPS land adjacent to the ¥..aryland-D.C. boundary. 

10. Fort Mahan, with an original perimeter of 354 yards was a difficult problem from t1 
beginning because of its location on a steep hillside. ..Although 400 yards of rifle pit· 
were built, only about half remain, as well as about half the parapet and a prominent 
bastionet. 

of Fort Mahan, is a smaller earthworks with 
that is difficult to reach up a very steep 

11. Fort Chaplin, 2500 feet directly South 
a 225 yard perimeter, still·l~rgeiy intact, 
hillside which is without road or pathway. 
12. Fort Dupont, the small hexagonal fort named after the famous Admiral, is one of tn 
most intact e~~t}_lw~~~s ,in_ t't!e; .. <:ir:c;le • .:.·.NC?; traces ,of .. ~HY _1.?u:!-1.d?:-~g~ c~n be. se~n, but the 
parapet outline is one of the most easily recognized. 

(Continued) 
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13. Fort D~vis is another small fort near a major urban thoroughfare, with its pcrapet 
walls in good condition and pretty much intact. Fort Davis bas a sally port in better 
condition than almost any other in the area. ~'hereas once, an officer's quarters, a mess 
house, and a guard house stood, nothing remains today. l 
14. Fort Stanton, built on a ridge 279.7 feet above the Potomac, commands one of the 1 

most splendid views of Washington. From these heights in Uniontown (Anacostia), the for~ 
could protect the Washington Arsenal. Perhaps one-third of the original 322 foot perime~ 
walls remains today, but no evidence of the buildings which were a part of the fort. The 
rifle pits to the side of the parapet walls are among the best examples of that type 
structure in lfashi~gton. · . 
15. Battery Ricketts is a nearly intact earthworks with a few trees growing in it now 
which ta~e the place of buildings once occupying the center. It is a small earthworks 
of 123 yards around its perimeter.· 
16. Fort Carroll is a small fort remains beside a heavily trafficked roadway, and is 
partially intact but badly in need of cleaning out. No other structures stand in the 
littered ruins of this half-preserved old fort. Originally it had a parapet and ditch of 
896 feet perimeter, much of the outline of which can still be picked out. 
17. Fort Greble is one of the smallest of the historic remains of "The Defenses of 
Washington" and occupies the southernmost point of that plateau overlooking the Potomac 
and overlooking Oxen Run. Considered a powerful work with well-done magazines and bomb
proofs, Fort Greble's parapet wall consisted (and still- consists) of an irregular octagoJ 

• shape of 327 yards, in generally good condition, now converted-to a picnic area with pici 
~tables and carefully-manicured lawns~ 

18. Fort.Foote was one of the largest fort areas in the defensive ring around Washingtm 
being located on the east bank of the Potomac at Rozier's Bluff, Prince Georges County, 
Maryland. It was a large complex of buildings and fortifications spreading over hu~ored: 
of acres. Today, the remains of the earthworks fort are in good condition. Foundations 
a barracks remain as well as the shell of an engineer's storehouse, a pathway, and an 
old wooden bridge. _ 
19. Fort Marcy is located on the south (Virginia) side of the Potomac, not far from 
Chain Bridge. Today, it is reached by an access road from the westbound lanes of the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. Fort Marcy is located immediately west of that line 
which separates Arlington and Fairfax counties, the line which originally bounded the 
Northwest side of the District of Columbia. The Virginia section of the District of 
Columbia was given back to that state in 1846. 

The Virginia approaches to the Chain Bridge were guarded, during the Civil War, by Fort 
Marcy on the old Leesburg Turnpike, and Fort Ethan Allen on Military Road. These two 
sites were occupied by Union troops on Sept. 24, 1861, and the earthworks completed in 

(Continui;d) 
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short order. Fort Marcy v:as naned for Brigadier General :Randolph Marcy, Chief of Staff 
for Major Ge::neral George HcClellan. It consisted of a polygonal earthworks fortificatio 
with a parapet wall surrounded by a deep trench. The ar.~ament consisted of 17 guns, ~it 
one platform vacant, and a number of mortars. The interior of the fort contained a 
barracks for the enlisted men, a pair of magazines, a well, and an officer's quarters 
building. Traces of only the well can be seen at the fort today, it being covered by a 
concrete slab for the protection of visitors. The earthen parapet walls of Fort }1arcy 
are in generally good condition, being quite distinct. The trench is somewhat overgrown 
with both brush and trees. The greatest breadth of Fort Marcy's polygon' is appro:xirr.ate 
350 feet. . 

BOUNDARY: FORT CIRCLE PARK 

There remain today some 19 National Park Service properties in the Washington, D.C. area 
whic contain, within their limits, areas covered by the 1861-65 "Defenses of l.fashington' 
constructed hastily to prptect the Union Capital from attack by_the Confederates. 

While this group of forts, batteries, and their remains to some extent represents the 
Civil War ring around the Capital, it should be pointed out that they comprise only a 
fraction of the original total and include only one in the state of Virginia ~here 
originally there had been more than a score. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

Battery Kemble (just east of Chain Bridge Road and just south of Loughboro Road, N.\ 
Fort Bayard (o_n the D.C.-Md. boundary line, at Western Avenue and Fessenden Ave. ,N.\ 
Fort Reno (near Jct~ of Nebraska Avenue and Fessenden Streets, N.W.) 
Fort DeRussy (near junction of Military Road and Oregon Ave. in Rock Creek Park) 
Fort Stevens (Jct. Piney Branch Rd., Quackenbos St. & 13th St., N.W.) 
Fort Slocum (Kansas Ave. at Madison, 3rd, Nicholson & Oglethorpe, N.W.) 
Fort Totten (Fort Totten Drive, N.E., just east of Bladensburg Road) 
Fort Bunker Hill (Perry Street between 13th and 14th Streets, N.E.) 
Fort Lincoln (at Eastern Ave., N.E., just east of Bladensburg Road} 
Fort Mahan (Benning Road, just west of 42nd Street, N.E.) 
Fort Chaplin (East Capitol Street at 4lst Street, N.E.) 
Fort DuPont (Just north of Alabama Ave., S.E., between Mass. Ave. and Ridge Road) 
Fort Davis {Jct. Pennsylvania and Alabama Avenues, S.E.) 
Fort Stanton (off Morris Road, S.E., Anacostia~ Washington, D.C.) 
Battery Ricketts (Bruce Place, S.E. • Aiiacostia) · 

;?18. 

Fort Carroll (Jct. South Capitol St. & Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., S.E.) 
Fort Greble (off Chesapeake Avenue, S.E.) 
Fort Foote (on Potomac River at Rosier's Bluff, in Prince Georges County, Md., six 

I 

' .-. ~ 19. 
miles south of Washington, one mile south of Alexandria) ---
Fort Marcy (between George Washington Memorial Parkway and Chain Bridge Road in Fai 
County, Va., just beyond the Arlington County ~ine. 
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1. Battery Kemble is located in Battery Kemble Park, just east of Chain Bridge Road andj 
south of Loughboro Road. The historic area of the park is only a small fraction of the 
whole. The remains of Battery Kemble consist of earth~orks only, and are located in the 
most wes~ern section of the park. This area constitutes a separate National Park Servic~ 
reservation of 2.79 acres and is reservation #521. It begins c. 600 feet from the 
northern end of the park and continues to about 2000 feet from the northern end of the 
park. It is entirely within this western bulge that we find the historic re.mains of 
Battery Kemble, so that therefore, the boundary of the Historic zone in Battery Kemble pc 
consists of only reservation 0521. 1 
2. Fort Bayard is another of those small parks whose historic remains cover the 
greatest portion of it. Consequently tbe historical zone of the park should be consider£ 
co-extensive with the park as a whole, bounded by 1~estern Avenue, River Road, Fessenden 
Street, 46th and 47th Streets, N.W. No structures other than the earthwork remains stanc 
in the park. 

3. Fort Reno is located near the junction of Nebraska Avenue and Fessenden Streets in 
the Tenleytown area of the city. None of the structures associated with the Civil War 
fort remain. This park then can only be interpreted as "the site of" certain structures 
and events, and consequently, no historic area within the NPS land here need be defined. 
There is no historic area :at Fort Reno. 

4. Fort DeRussy is 1oc?ted entirely within Rock Creek Park, which of course is many tim· 
larger than the historic zone. The area of the historic resource is confined to that 
portion of Rock Creek Parkway immediately north and east of the junction of Oregon Avenu 
and Military Road, N.W. Specifically, the fort is reached by proceeding east for 
approximately a hundred yards along a bridle path ~hich begins on the east side of 
Oregon Avenue at a point about 50 yards north of the junction of Oregon Avenue and Milit 
Road. The remains of the fort lie just north of the bridle path c. 100 yards east of 
Oregon Avenue. The fort remains consist solely of earthworks at this one point. No 
batteries or outlying works are part of this historic resource, and no structures other 
than the earthwork remains contribute to the significance of the site. The Fort DeRussy 
site is bounded by including all of that land which lies within a 100 yard radius of the 
center of the fort. This will easily include all of the identified historic remains. 

5. Fort Stevens 'is the most significant of the NPS Fort Circle Parks, and, during its 
historic period, certainly covered the area now owned by the Park Service. Partially 
rebuilt, the historic zone of Fort Stevens is now considered co-extensive with the wholE 
uf the park, that is, bounded by Quackenbos Avenue, 13th Street, Piney Branch Avenue, 
Rittenhouse Avenue, N.W., and Georgia Avenue. No structures other than those associatec 
with Fort Stevens and its reconstructed elements contribute to the significance of the 
site. 
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6. Fort Slocum: The historic r~~ains at Fort Slocum Park are, for all intents and 
purposes, non-existent or obliterated, and therefore no need e.xists to specify a 
historic zone ~ithin the park. 

1. Fort Totten is located just east and north of Fort Totten Drive and lies within a 
park approximately twice .the area covered by the historic remains. A more-or-less 

_circular drive enters and leaves the park from the east side of Fort Totten Drive at 
a point opposite Allison, Buchanan, and Crittenden Streets, which are on the west side 
of Fort Totten Drive. All of the historic remains of Fort Totten either lie within the 
circle or within 50 yards of the circumference of the- circle, in the park. The historic 
zone within Fort Totten Park then shall consist of the area within the park enclosed 
by a circle drawn parallel to and 50 yards outside of the circular drive located opposite 
.Allison Street. 

8. Fort Bunker Hill is a s~all park bounded by Perry, Otis, 13th and 14th Streets, N.E. 
For all intents and purposes, the boundary of the historic resource at fort Bunker Hill 
should be considered co-extensive with the boundary of the park itself. No structures 
other than the historic earthworks stand on the site. 

9. Fort Lincoln is located just south and east· of Bladensburg Road in the District of 
Columbia, adjacent to and just south of the Maryland line. It too is part of a -so:;:iewhat 
larger NPS land-holding at this area and there is only a very limited historic resource 
at the site. The area designated as 11Fort Lincoln11 is one which is now being developed 
as an urban development area. The remains of the fort itself no longer exist, but a 
pair of batteries do, one on private land just across the Maryla~d line, in the Fort 
Lincoln Cemetery, the second adjacent to the line, ·in D.C., on NPS land, approximately 
200 yards southeast of the point where Bladensburg Road crosses the Maryland-D.C. 
boundary line. The boundary of the historic zone then consists of the small space of 
perhaps one acre on which stands the earthwork remains of this one of Fort Lincoln's 
batteries. No other structures contribute to the significance of the historic resource 
area here at Fort Lincoln. 

10. Fort Mahan is located immediately west of 42nd Street, S.E., and immediately north 
of Benning Road, S.E., on a broad promontory overlooking the Anacostia River. The 
historic earthwork remains are confined to the vicinity of the ridge line on the east 
and south sides. No structures other than the earthwork remains in these areas con~ribut 
to the historical significance of the site. The park is clearly broken. visually, into 
two areas, the inclined hillside and the flat plateau. The historic remains are confine< 
to the hillside (rifle pits) and the point at the ridge where the two areas meet 
(Bastionet and Parapet). This is an L-shaped section of land 50 yards to either side of 
the ridge line which runs -first North-South, parallel to 42nd Street. then East-West 
parallel to Benning Road. 
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11. Fort Chaplin is located icmediately south of East Capitol Street near 4lst Street, S 
The extent of the historic resource is less tban the size of the ~hole park, so that a 
definition of a historic zone within the park is called for. All of the historic re~ain~ 
of Fort Chaplin lie within a 50 yard radius of the center of the fort, so that the 
boundary of the historic zone consists of a circle of 100 yards diameter, with the center 
point of the 50 yard radius located at the center of the fort's earthwork Parapet wall 
remains. 

12. Fort DuPont is located just north of Alabama Avenue southeast, between }~assachusettf 
Avenue and Ridge Road. This is an instance of. a very large park containing a comparative 
small historic resource, although it is the one after which the entire park was named. 
Specifically; the site of the earthwork remains of Fort DuPont are located at the most 

·-extreme eastern end of the park just north of Alabama Avenue, three blocks west of the 
point where Alabama Avenue meets Ridge Road. The area of historic remains covers 
approximately two acres, and a historic zone may reasonably be ordained which includes 
only the historic resource. If the center of the fort is taken as a starting point and 
a straight line of twenty-five yards is drawn from that point and then used as the radiu 
of a circle, we derive a boundary which includes all of the remains of the structure and 
no other structures than the earthworks and its marker. 

13. Fort Davis is located at the junction of Pennsylvania and Alabama Avenues, S.E. 
Specifically, the earthwork remains of Fort Davis are located just south of the southeas 
corner of Pennsylvania and 'Alabama Avenues, and cover approximately two acres. No 
structures other than the earthwork remains of Fort Davis contribute to the historical 
significance of the site. The historic zone may be considered to lie within that area 
enclosed by a circle of two acres in area with the mid-point of its diameter correspondi 
to the center of the fort. The radius of the circle whose area is two acres is 526.4 f e 
None of the reir.ains of Fort Davis lie outside the boundary circle. 

14. Fort Stanton is located off Morris Avenue, S.E., in the Anacostia section of. 
Washington. It is adjacent to land owned by Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, and the 
new church community center just to the south. The remains of Fort Stanton itself are 
only a small portion of the whole Fort Stanton Park area. The remains of Fort Stanton, 
and therefore of the historic zone, are confined to an area of a square drawn as follo~~ 
100 yards along the Fort Stanton Park - Our Lady of Perpetual Help School property 
boundary, so that 50 yards are to either side of the fort remains (which are right on tl 
property boundary),· a line equal in length and parallel to the property line, at a dist; 
of 100 yards northeast of the Fort Stanton earthworks, and the two lines connected by 
parallel and perpendicular lines of equal length to the first two. This will serve to 
include all of the earthwork remains the the rifle~pits just north of the earthworks. 
No other structures contribute to the significance of the historica~ area at Fort Stant• 

15. 
D.C • 

Battery Ricketts is located near Fort Stanton in the Anacostia section of W2shingt· 
Specifically, the earthwork remains of Battay Ricketts are located at the southwe 
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corner of Bruce Place and Erie Street, S.E. The 1-PS park here is barely enough to conta 
the rewains of the historic Battery, so that the historic zone should be considered co
extensive with the entire park. That area extends from the southwest corner of Bruce 
Place and Erie Street, further south~est to create a rough square of land of about one 
acre. No structures contribute to the historical significance of the site other than th 
earthwork remains of the Battery. 

16. Fort Carroll is the closest of the fortification remains to Fort Greble and lies 
about 1/2 mile to the north of the latter, at the junction of Martin Luther King jr. 
Avenue (Nichols Avenue) and South Capitol Street. It too, like Fort Greble, is in the 
Shepherd Park .. -ay. The triangle of land on which the fort remains _stand, is formed as 
follow, from the point on the northern side of the two streets mentioned above, where 
the crotch is formed: 1000 fe~t northeast on Nichols Ave.~ 1000 feet northwest ori 
South Capitol, and thirdly, from theends of those two lines, a third line of the shorte~ 
possible length, connecting the two and closing the triangle. No structures other than 
the earthwork remains contribute to the significance of Fort Carroll. 

17. Fort Greble Park is located just off Chesapeake Avenue, S.E., in the Anacostia sec· 
of Washington. This is one of the smallest of the historic remains of "The Defenses of 
Washington" 1860-65. This -section is immediately south of Chesapeake Avenue and runs a: 
far south as Forrester Avenue. It fills in the area betwee~ Hadley Hospital on the eas 
and the Anacostia Freeway on the west. It is a section of the Shepherd Pardway, which 
parallels South Capitol Street- and covers over 200 acres. Th-e area of this section of 
the park, however, which contains the historic remains of Fort Greble, is confined to 
the southernmost one-third of the section. The remaining two-thirds is given over to 
re~reational areas and equipment for the public, and does not now nor has ever containe 
any part of the historic fortification. The distance from Galveston Street to Chesapea 
is very nearly 1000 feet, with the historic area occupying the 350 feet nearest to the 
line of Galveston Street. 

~ , 18. Fort Foote is located at Rozier's Bluff, in Prince Georges County, Maryland, on tb 
east bank of the Potomac River, six miles south of Washington, D.C.,_ and one mile soutr. 
east of Alexandria, Virginia. The area today owned by the National Park Service cor
responds to the Civil War limits of Fort Foote which were transferred from the army to 
civilian control. That boundary.is indicated by the broken line on tbe accompanying U~ 
map, and highlighted in yellow and red~ A sprawling complex of fort structures, guns, 
barracks, parade grounds, etc., Fort Foote bad a structure of one sort or anotber at 
virtually_ every extremity of the compound. Where the remains have been destroyed, 
those areas have now been converted to recreational park use, but the historic area is 
still a sprawling one extending from the river bank storehouses to the parade grounds • 
quarter mile away. The whole of the park then should.be ~onsidered a historic zone. -
is bounded by the Potomac River on the west side, and by a surveyor's line on the othe: 
two sides of the roughly-triangular Fort Foote property. The surveyor's line begins a· 
the northern end of the property, at a point just ~outh and west of-Jll18, and runs sout1 
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c:nd ~outh~~st with the co~tour lines and roughly parallel to, end s~nei~lly west of, 
the \;ati::r course running into the vallev. The boi;?•cary line cont:i::uzs sonth beyond the 
point ,,~be-re Fort Foote Rc3d adjoir.s the .. prorerty, ;;nd tJ-,en r.:::rall els that read, just 
"est of it, to a point along F-ort Foote Read where the line mee:ts the adjace:nt private 
property shc·;,-n on the r;;ap. The l_ine then turns at a right c:ngle a;,d goes back to the 
river, to -the ~est, to _co~plete, with fue shoreline, the periweter of the property. 

19. Fort }~arcy is located near the south bank of the Potorr.ac, just west of the ~ounc~ry 
line between Arlingt~n and Fairfax Counties, in Fairf~x County, Virginia. It is i~~~di3· 
north of the George Washington i·Iemorial Park,..ay and ·imwediately south _of Chain Bridge 
Road. The large area of earthwo~k rema1ns is_ bounded by a square, 350 feet on a side, 
placed so that the_ point \.·here the diagonals of the square· cross is at the same point 
2s the center_of the earthwork fort. No structures contributing to the significance of 
Fort H2rcy 1 ie outs:lde this boundary square. -It is a well-preserved fort v.'i th its 
Parapet ~alls v~ry distinct, as ~ell as its prot~ctive ditch. None of the structures 
enclcsc-d by those \,•alls, barracks and r.:agazines, remains, e:xcept for the \~ell ·which is 
now cov~red by a concrete slab. The site is in good-to-excellent condition, although 
overgrown with both shrubs/weeds and trees. 

In contrast to 211 earlier nomination of 'the Defenses of "Washington, this 
nomination oefines fort Reno and Fort Slocum as sites only vith no historic 
re:;:n2ins and adds Fort Jfarcy and Fort Foote. Fort Marcy in Virginia and Fort 
Foote in Maryland join the seventeen District of Columbia forts to co~plete 
the number of Fort Circle Parks owned and administered by the National Park 
Service. 

,· 
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At the opening of tbe Civil War in 1861, t11e Union Cc=.pital ;:as virtu;~lly i-:-it'.-!out t::·ote 
the city not J;c.ving bee~ threatened since the invasion by the British in 1814. The ci 
of forts thrm-m up around the c~pital duri_ng the -\.;ar represents, collectively, an i2po 
rEEnant of :the ,;ar. Although combative action was only seen at one of the forts, Fort 
Stevens, in July 1864, the circle doubtless pla.yed an important di~su2sive role in the 
protection of that city \·:hicb symbolized the Union and its cc.use. 

History 

When the Civil 1~ar bec;an in J..pril 1861, an altogether s<rngui71e- attitude prevailed in t 
Northern states, and,· as L"Juch as any;;'here, in the federal capital at lfashington. A sh 
and glorious war l:as anticipated by all, with little bloodshed to distract from the tr 
of the Union's self-righteous abolitionism and the promise of· a· penitent'-_ _: defec=ted 
Confederacy. One of the well-~own manife~tations of that attitude was the country-pi 
atmosphere at the Ba.ttle. of First Manassas, in the Summer· of ·i861;-. :(t \:-as 'a· shocking 
exper~ence for' t'lie"·1aa1es .. and1 '"gentri:meii··wncf liad· come·~ ciut ··tio:ai ·t.fashirigton as spec tat.ors 
only to see the carnage:on -tna·t -battlefield, but to see the··'Confr-derate troops victod 
The precariousn.ess of the city of Washington l.·as :L""!!111ediately apparent, and a scheme fc 
the construction -of forts· on. the'. heigh'ts around the defenseless c2pi ta1 · ... -as iiiliiedia tel 
b~gun. By the end of the war, in l865, these defenses consisted of 68 enclosed !orts 
batteries, hav~ng_ -~n :aggr_egate perimeter of 13 miles, and ·emplac£:ilerits for •1120 guns c 
which 807 cannon and 98 mortars were actually mounted. In addition, there were 93 un~ 
batteries for fiel~ guns and 20 miles of _rifle t~enches connecting th~ main works~ 

;- . . -
i.. - _On several occasions, Wa.shirigtan -was w:l:tn:hi the grasp of the Confederate armies, but " 
f .never taken, partly because of the strength of the earthwork defenses of Washington. 
j .the only attack on Washington itself_. Gener~l Jubal Early threatened to enter the cit: 
! in July 1864,. until repulsed ·at Fort Stevens, ·near Georgia Avenue~ 
f . - . - . - A:- - - . - - - - :J - - - .- - ---

' ., 

I 
i 
I 
l 

· A.representative group of tbese Civil War fortifications, or the sites upon which the: 
.stood, have been acqu_ired for preservation and/or develop:-;ient ·by the National Park Se; 
The.accompanying list of-19.sites i:-eveals·the.names and-lucation--of--th~se·-sites as we~ 
a description .of their condition: They.collectively comprise the essence of a Nation; 
Register District. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING SlATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

District of Columbia Prince Georges County, Naryland 
STAlE CODE 

Fairfax County, Virginia 

f;=IFORM PRE?ARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

James Dillon, Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

National Capital Parks 
S1REET & NUIJIBER 

1100 Ohio Drive S.W. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Washington 

tdJ CERTIFICATION OF N01\1INATION 

COUNTY 

·oATE 

7 /30/76 
"TELEPHONE 

426-3760 
STATE 

District of Columbia 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES__ NO__ NONE __ 

CODE 

STATE HISTORIC PR£SERVATION OFFICER SIG,...ATURE 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593. I hereby nominate this property 10 the National Register. certifying that the State 

Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The -evaluated level of significance is __ National __ S:ate __ Local. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY ANO HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST: DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
.~ 

CPO e PD-; 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTC!UC SITES SU~l'·1li.RY SEEET 

P.G. County Survey ~ 80-6 Date 1863 

Building Na::-<C:: 1<'ort ~·oote 

Location ?ort .?oot e Ro2.d, Ox on Hill, I.'.d. · 

Open to Public _x_ yes no 

Fort Foote is situated on a high bluff above the 

Potomac ?..iver, six r.iil3s south of ",'fasl1ington, D.C. The earth

works, although erod.ed, are :;Jlainly visible. .::1en gun :w.oUJ.'1.ts 

are still in place. ·rv10 Rodr-,an c;uns, lUlinounted, remain on 

the site. ~he concrete magazin~ is partially intact. 

Fort Foote w2.s the so'.J.thernr,ost of the 68 forts and 

batteries built during the Civil ·;rar to defend Washington. 

It waspart of t~l.e nost po·:ier~'ul and e' ~·rate system thereto

fore devised for the defense of any city. As a representative 

part of the system, Fort ?oote has been designated for pre

servation and future develop::1ent by the Na "tional Park Service. 

t. 



/vV\RYL/-.l'·!D 1-l!STORIC.t\L TRUST 
P.G. ,OG0-6 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC ·SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC Port l"oote. 

AND/OR COMMOt< 

[1)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMl:lER 

.B'ort Foote Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Oxon Hill _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

IEJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING($) 

_STRUCTURE 

X_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

Jo:;_PUBLIC 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH X_WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

X_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

(tjOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

National Park Service 
STREET & NUMBER 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

4th 
COUNTY 

P.G. 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL X __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDEf<C:F 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIEl'<TIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone#: 

Dept. of the Interior, 1100 Ohio Drive, S. W. 
CITY. TOWN STATE I zip code 

_ VICINITY OF 

WfilLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

(G; REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

_____ ,_'·-'-8.'--7:inr1~~1 p,r1r~: ~;.~~·~{_~_cp __ s_~J-~~.~~~Y-----------------------
oATE 

DEPQStfGR\' FOR 

SvRVH RECC;dllS 

Cll Y 1.)y.,r; 

y 
•_-,_f[DERAL _STATE _COUNTY __ LOCAL 

STAH 



-- CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_OETERIO"ATED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIG!NAL S!TE 

PG:80-6 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

x RUINS r·1r'-l_-.r -- - t~storea 

_UNALTERE0-

4-.ALTERED _MOllED DATE. ___ _ 

_UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

:!'ort ?oat e is s i ti}o.tcd on a high bluff above the ?ot or::ac 

River, six r;;iles so:.i.th of ','/ashin;ton, D.C. The earthworks, althO'' -,-

eroded, a.re plainly visible. r.:ien glm rwunts are still in pJ.2. cc. 

Two Rodr:ieln guns, unnounted, rc:-"1c.in on the site. 

magazine is partially intact. 

CON11 INUE m~ SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY 

'i1he concrete 



[J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNli'ICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTOR:C __ COMMUl;tTY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOCY-HISTORIC _CQl<SERVATIO~< _LAW 

_1500-1!>99 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION ::K.MILITARY 

-1700-1799 -ART _ENG!NEERlr•G _MUSIC 

~ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORA TION-·SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1863 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

PG:80-6 

_SOCIAUHUMANJT AR1:.. •; 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Fort 1,1 oote viaS the s outherm:iost of the 68 forts and batteries 

built during the Civil \'lai"' to defend ·:rashington. It was pc:.;.rt of 

the most powerful and elajorute system theretofore devised for 
the defe:r;.s~ of any city. As a representative part of the syste::i, 

Fort ?oote has been desicnated far preservation and future 

development by the Nation2l Park Service. 

CONTINUE ON SEP.-Yt~TE SHEET IF NECLSSARY 



CON'l'INUE ON SEPJ\RATE SP.BET IF NECESSARY 

ii1JGECGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUN 1IES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COON TY 

STATE COUNTY 

II]FORi\1 PREPARED BY 
NAME i TITLE 

T.Targaret '.'/. Cook 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

P.G. His~orical and Cultural ~rust May 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

9'110 Brandywine Rdo 599-6776 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cl in ton, ?.:d g I.Id o 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
1'..nnotated Code of :.1aryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory arc being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN 'l'O: Mc::i.ryland Historical Trust 
The Sh~w Hou~c, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Ec1ryLrnd 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PG:80-6 
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MAl1YLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

~~~~~--~~--

COMMON: 

ANO/OR Hl!-1.0RIC: 

Fort Foote 
LOCATION 

STREET A~C NUMBERt 

Fort Foote Road 
CITY OR TCWN: 

Ox on Hill 
STA TE I !COUNTY· 

! J:t~xy.l_ang_ Prince George's I 
CLASSlrlC.~.TIOH 

I - ·-
CATEGORY 

I OWNERSHIP ST AT US -1-= ACC ESSIBt E 
.(Che ck Or.") TO THE PUBUC 

0 District ,-, BuHdin~ r~ Public Public .t.cquisition: 0 Occup•cc:I Y .. : •_; 

D Sit• • $true.furs Privote 0 In Process ~ U . 0 j 0 Rutricted 

jo noc.cup1 e 

0 s.,u. D B•ing Ccn•idered 
. . if Unroatricted 

OLj•ct [J Preunotion '""''kl II' .• 
jn provre11 1 0 No 

_J_ j 

PRESENT USE (C.'1,..ck One or /.fort!f ,.. Appro::>rlttt") 

~ 
0 Agricultural " Gove- rnrne nt ~ Park 0 L- Tron1portoti on :_:om:~_h __ , 0 Commercial c lndu,trial 0 Privc:te Ritli~•nc• 0 Other (S;>.,cffy) 

0 EducotioMI C! ~.4i:i1cry 0 R:::i . .ii~ I 

0 
,.. 

i 0 Entertoi:irr.ent Mu,ei,,.1m 0 Sci(: .•. 1.-;~ -------1 - _, 
0 11iHER OF P1"C.PERTY ---.J OWNER'S NA .... E:: 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

_I __ 1 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CiTY OR TO'l\N: I STATE: 

Washington, DC 
LOCATION c;= LEC_A_CDiscR:?TION ·~;; 

)!. • .;... 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TO>'<N' I STATE 

I Upper Marlboro Maryland 
Title Reference of Current 

R'EPRESENTA'TION IN EXISTIN:G SURVl'YS 
Dpe!l {BQQ}; & Ege ~p: 

TITLE OF SURYEY: 

I 
Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: l q_rq 0 Fed•rol 0 Stat• ~ County D Local 
l:>EPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

The Marv land-National Capital Park & Planning Commission ·j STREET AND NU .... UER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOYIN: IS TATE: 

I _J Silver Spring : Maryland 
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11. DE5CRIPTION 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good 
I--~~~~~~~ 

O Foir 

(Check One) 

li!I A he red 0 Unolterecl 

. (Check One) 

tZf Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESEtlT > <D ORIGINAL (If known) PH\'SICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check On•) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

The site consists of earth works and restored 

gun-mounts. The earth works are largely overgrown with 

shrubs and trees. 
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PERIOD (Check One or M<>r• •• JlpproprltJte) 

[j 20th Century 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

:a 19th c .. ntury 

SPECIFIC DATE!SI (If Appllcabl" and Known) 186 4 

D Agri cu I tu re 

0 Arc hi lecture 

0 "" 0 Commerc• 

0 Communications 

0 Cl')nservotion 

D Ec!ucati on 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literoture 

0 Military 

0 MYsic 

itarion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportalion 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Fort Foote was designed as part of the defenses 

for the Capital City during the Civil War. The 

earthworks, designed to withstand attacks by 

rifled ordnance, replaced Fort Washington as the 

defensive outpost on the Potomac River approach 

to Washington. 
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,9. 'MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHKAL r~HERENCES -----------... -...----·-------·----~ ·--:---.. - ·-.-.~-- ----~l ---------~ 1 

10. GEOGRAPtHCAL DATA ·~----~----~ 
LATITUDE AND LDNGITUOE COOROINATES 11---L-..:-Ti:;::J[)EAN~ LONGITUDE C:JORDIN/.TES---·-{ 

DEFINING A. RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY I 0 DEF!NING. THE CENTER POINT OF>. PROPERTY I 
·-~-------------' R VF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE :...ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De~rees Minutes Seconds 
0 

Degree$ Minutes Secc.nds 

NW 
NE 
SE 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

0 

0 

D 

0 

A.PPROXIMA.TE ACREAGE OF NOMINl..TEO PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

llLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

-~---

LIL FORM PREPARED BY -
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christo2her Owensi Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION IOA~~ 

M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georcliri A 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

C::i lvor ~nri nn .. _.,...,,, --r:t 
~ 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 

·-

Nov 73 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy·duty 

Med1uf'l·duty 

Interstate Route 

L1ght·duty 

Unimproved dirt======== c 

U S Route ...._. State Route 

2000 600 

80-6 500 

"92 

"9l"""N 

400 

1000 300 

200 

100 

Feet Meters 

1 .3048 
2 .6096 
3 .9144 
4 1.2192 
5 1.5240 
6 18288 
) 2.1336 
8 2.4384 
9 2.7432 

10 3.0480 

To convert feet to meters 
multiply by .3048 

To convert meters to feet 
mult1p~ by 3.2808 

FEET 
Meters O 

Exposed at low tide 

DEPTH GRADIENT 

10·------

Maximum depth 



PG : 80- 6 
Virta , Alan 

1984 Prince George ' s County , a Pic t orial History . 
Nor folk : Donning Company . (Upyer photo . ) 

A ring of forts was built around \\ash· 
ington to defend the city. Battery Jami· 
son, part of the Fort Llncoln complex, 
was in Prince George's County; so was 
Fort Foote on the Potomac River, whose 
large guns, with those of Fort Wishing
ton downstream, protectoo against at· 
tack by river. This undated photo of the 
ramparts of Fort Foote was taken some
time in the late nineteenth century. Cour
tesy of the National Archives 

During the Civil War, the guns defend· 
ing Wishington pointed out toward 
Prince Georges OJunty. These are troops 
of the Third Regiment, Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery, at Fort Lincoln, over· 
looking Bladensburg. Courtesy of the 
Library of Congress, Prints and Phot<r 
graphs Division 

125 





NAME 

LOCATION 

FACADE 

PHOTO TAKEN 

,, /I u C>XON HIU.., /Hd. 

11/l?/73 /11/)WJI~ 


