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Mary Surratt House 
9110 Brandywine Road 
Clinton 
County 

1852 

The Mary Surratt House is a two-story, five-bay frame dwelling, measuring 

40' x 32', with a gable roof. The house faces west, with a central entrance 

covered by a one-story, one-bay gable-roofed porch. The four-paneled front door 

is framed by four-light transom and sidelights with three panes above a recessed 

panel. A shed-roofed porch also covers the first bay of the north gable end. The 

house is two bays deep, with two windows on either floor of the north gable end. 

The east facade has similar fenestration to the west, but the one-bay porch has a 

shed roof. The south gable end is pierced by a single window on either floor in 

the west bay. Windows throughout are 6/6 sash, with louvered shutters. A square 

interior chimney stands at either gable end of the building. Exterior walls are 

covered in clapboard. Prior to restoration to its 19th century appearance, the 

north porch wrapped around to cover the first floor of the west facade. In the 

early 20th century, the center bay of the east facade was covered by a two-story 

projecting pavilion. A one-story frame addition on the southeast corner is a 1980s 

replacement of the original. This addition is two bays wide, with an exterior 

chimney on its south gable end flanked by four-light windows in the attic gable. 

Its east facade is flush with the east facade of the main block. The original 

addition, built prior to 1933, had an interior chimney in the south gable end, and 

projected several feet to the east of the main block. Its south gable end was 

pierced by a door in the east bay, and a 6/6 sash window on the south side of the 
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attic gable. On the interior of the house, the mid-19th century stair in the center 

hall is paneled. Mantels are simple in design, consisting of fluted pilasters with a 

simple recessed panel above the fireplace. 

The Surratt House gained notoriety from its association with the 

assassination of Abraham Lincoln. In 1852, John H. Surratt purchased the farm 

where the house now stands, and in addition to farming, operated a tavern and 

post office in his house. During the 1850s the building became a focal point of 

community activity in the area, which took its name, Surrattsville, from its 

postmaster. After John Surratt's death, the tavern, still owned by his widow, 

Mary, although it was operated by John Lloyd. Mrs. Surratt moved into 

Washington, D.C., and operated a boarding house on H Street, where John 

Wilkes Booth occasionally lodged. Mary Surratt was at her tavern in Surrattsville 

on April 14, 1865, when John Wilkes Booth stopped at the house to pick up arms 

and ammunition in his flight from Ford's Theater after the shooting of Abraham 

Lincoln. Mrs. Surratt was implicated in and subsequently hanged for conspiracy 

in the assassination, although she maintained her innocence until the end. 
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HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey # 81A-7 Date 1852. 
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Building Name The Mary Surratt House 

.Location 9110 Brandywine Road, Clinton 

Open to Public x yes no restricted 

The Surratt House is a nine room, frame, five bay, two 

story dwelling house with gabled roof; it has two interior 

chimneys at the ridge. Late additions on the east and south 

have been removed in an attempt to restore the house to its 

original dimensions. 

The Surratt House gained.notoriety from its association 

with the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. In 1852, John H. 

1- Surratt purchased the farm (287 acres) on which the house now 

stands, and in addition to farming, operated a tavern and post 

office in his house. In the l~:': the building became a focal 

point of activity in this Ninth District, which took its name, 

Surrattsville, from its postmaster. This simple house, therefore, 

represents the possibilities for upward mobility, socially and 

economically, among 19th century Ameri~ans. 

After John Surratt's death, the tavern, still owned by 

his widow, Mary, was operated by John Lloyd. Mrs. Surratt 

moved into Washington D.C. and operated a boarding house on H 

Street. It was here that John Wilkes Booth occasionally visited. 

It was largely because of Booth's acquaintance with the Surratt 

family and the coincidence of Mary Surratt's visit to her 

manager in Surrattsville on April 14, 1865, that she was im­

plicated and subsequently hanged for conspiracy in the assassi­

nation which took place later that same evening. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(/( known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Surratt House is located on.the northeast corner of BrancJy­
win~ and Woodyard Ro~ds in Clinton,~Maryland. 

"Generally speaking I it is a cornmodious I nine roortt, rectangular 
dwelling house measuring .about 40 feet wide and 32 feet deep, 
two full stories in height with a gabled roof pitched 10 inches 
in 12.- An L-shapcd porch covers the front and north end wnll~; 
its shed roof pitched considerably less than the gabled roof. 
The wooden porch deck, laid with boards perpendi~ular to t:ie 
house, is framed with sills and joists resting on brick piers. 
rrhe piers are evenly spaced with the three corner piers dcuh ].c., 

in size. ~he porch roof, with overhang and simple box cornica, 
is supported by 12 wooden posts partially chamfered. ~t the 
top of each post are.two wooden "steamboat Gothic period" 
traces. The porch ceiling is enclosed with narrow width, 
beaded, tongue-in-groove boards. m 

~· m 

t·. ··.· 

"The windows on the first floor level on the north and west 
sides of the house consist of simple frames with two-over-two 
panes and center bars meeting. All other window frames· o the z 
first and second floors consist of six-over-six panes with ~ 
center bars meeting. -i 

.!'The gable chimneys project approximately three feet above the 
crest of the roof and are capped with a protruding brick course 
Except for its brick foundati9n walls and two brick chimneys, 
the building is entirely of frame construction, studded to a 
girt at the second floor level and above to a plate at the 
eaves at the front and back. The end walls are studde~ to a 
girt at the second floor level, above to a girt at the eaves 
level, and to the roof rafters. The end gables and walls arc 
joined by SUIL'.ffier girts on both the second floor and eaves leveJ 
The sumrr.er girts are interruptecl. by the chimneys and are j oinoc: 
by two hall girts. All corner posts are braced on both the 
first and second floor. The present roof rafters are joined 
by collar beams v;ith what aprears to be c'lovetail joints a.nd t11c 
rafters are received on eave plates protruding slightly to 
provide cornice overihangs. The framing is recent work but its 
pitch appears to be -that of the original roof, judging by the 
wracking an~ corbelling of the chimneys at the ridge level. 
The roof, as it stands, is not adequately framed. 

"Most of the joining of framing work is accor1plishec.::i by r1ortice 
and tenon with an occusi·onu.l lap joint with tenon; however the 
porch roof framing is joined to the structure hy large, penny­
weight nails and med.Lum sized spikes, and there is no evidence 
of any mortice .:ind tenon joints. This raises the oucstion of 
whether or not the porch roof and its present configuration is 
an original construction fcaturc of the house. Orininnl frRrn­
ing lumber and some of the joinery huve a casunl or.noor ouali-
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ty. This is not an unusual occurrence in rural buildings, arid 
in spit~ of this casualness, the house appears to be reasonahl9 
plumb and true excepting those areas where it has suffered fron 
weather or insect damage and neglect. • 

·~xterior walls are covered with clapboard, much of which ~p~ears 
to be very early if not original. Investigation of the type of 
nails and how they joined the siding to the framing supports 
this statement. Exposures of the clapboards are random, exhib­
iting the same casualness recordea in the framing. In a nu~ber 
of areas, replacement clapboards are of poor quality and should 
be reworked. Front and rear eaves are formed by box cornices 
with short returns at the gable ends. Absence of a crown mold 
makes the cornice look crude and incomplete. The cornice facias, 
if not replacements, should be carefully examined for traces of 
a missing crown mold. Gable end cornice returns appear to have 
been applied after the siding was in place which tends to sug­
gest that they are recent additions. The lines and proportions 
of the house appear to be balanced and represent consicerable 
control having been exercised by its buiJder. Windows and door~ 
from all views, are well place~. The cornice ~rotrudes suffi­
ciently to balance the height of the chimneys. The net affect 
is one of being almost a classical quality typical to so~e lat0 
18th centu_ry houses in Maryland. Architecturally, .the Feceral 
Period is a more likely time for its design and"construction; 
perhaps between 1810 and 1850. 

"The window and door frames on the exterior of the house are not 
cased. The edge of the frame on both doors and windows is bead­
ed and received the clapboard boards directly. Shutter hardware 
is evidenced on all \·lindows. and it is assumed that a simple, 
two-panel, louvered shutter was once part of the trim on the 
structure. The front' do6r is framed by a box structure with 
four panes and sidelights with three panes followed by a reces­
sed panel. 'Phe sidelights and panels balance the four-panel 
front door. 

Interior - First Floor 

"The front entrance door opens into a center hall which is mor0 
tha.n seven feet wide. 'l'ownrd tho rcur of the hall, there is a 
gentle stair leading to the second floor with a landing which 
covers the rear door entrance that is slightly off center to th0 
north. 'I'he stair has handsome, ante-bellum newells and railina. 
The design charactQristic of the round-based n0w0lls, capped 
with a cushion collar and an inverted kno with collar tapering 
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to two-thirds the diameter of the base, join the full, roun0 
railing and have an elegance which does not occur elsewhere in 
the house. The newell post design is an exaggeration of the 
newells' detail. The staircase is enclosed by wood paneJlinn 
and accessibility is provided by a door directly under the stair-
case at the rear of the hall. 

"Each corner room of the first floor is entered fiom the hall. 
These rooms are square and appear to be nearlv identical to one 
another in dimension. The front and rear rooms at the north end 
have fireplaces which share a chimney that is slightly off cer.te1 
to the north in the partition conunon to the two rooms. Directlv 
against the north end wall, a <loo~ in the partition connects bott 
rooms. An exterior door in the north wall near the northwest 
corner leads into the northwest corner room providing accessihil­
i ty to the two north end rooms without having to first enter the 
front door and pass through the hall. Another exterior coor ex­
ists on the south wall near the southeast corner room. This doo1 
presently leads into a kitchen addition which is of doubtful an­
tiquity because of the method of construction used as well as thr 
common appearance of wire-cut nails in all of the framin~. Fram­
ing evidence found in the south wall, studs, and corner nosts 
clearly suggests that this door was at one time covered with a 
hood above a small stooo. The two south end rooms have a fire­
place arrangement simil~r to the two north end rooms; however 
there was originally no access between the rooms even ~hou?h, to­
day, a door joins the two rooms just north of the chimnev . .. 
"The brick hearths of all four fireplaces orotruc_e well into eri.d 
room. Mantles are of wood and a simple design consistin9 of 
fluted pilasters with a simole recessed panel forming the hRckin~ 
above the fireplaces and the edges on which the orojectina mRntlc 
shelves rest. Two closets were constructed in the south chir..ne\· 
corners; one in each of the north and south corner roo~s. 

Interior - Second Floor 

Arrangement qf the second floor rooms, including fireplaces, 
brick hearths, and door placement, is identical to the first 
floor except for minor variations. Both the northeast and south­
east corner rooms have built-in closets in the north and south 
chimney corners, respectively. Closets in the front corner roonr 
are recent additions. The front center of the second floor is 
partitioned to form a hall room. 

"Mantles are similar to first floor mantles but are less sonhis­
ticated. The hall ianding presently provides entrance into ~ 
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recent bathroom addition. The entrance to the bathroom apoears 
to have been constructed from a landing window which was identi­
cal to the windows on the rear of the house. The bathroo~ ad~i­
tion is a two-story, shed-roofed structure constructed enti!=ieJ '.I 
of materials of the 20th century. On the first floor levJ!>~-1the 
bathroom structure has undoubtedly oamagP.d evic'lence as to whether 
or not the rear, first floor exterior door was covered hv a sr01J 
.hood over a correspondingly small stoop. All of the interior 
casing trim, baseboards, etc. on the second floor were clace~ 
prior to interior plastering which consisted of a scratch coat, 

·rough coat, and aver~ thin lime finish coat which was suhse­
quently whitewashed during 19th-century use of the house."! 

.L J. Glenn Little, "Review of Historical Research, 
Building Archaeology Investigations Presented as Preliminary 
Material with Recommendations for Continuing Work." Januarv 21, 
1972. Prepared for the Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan­
nigg Commission, pp. 12-17. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued 
., 

moved to a much larger farm (287 acres) on whicb t~e Surratt 
House stands .1 · Surratt expanded his farming activities h'' oner­
ating a tavern and post office in his house. In the J850's, th0 
building became a focal point of activity in the Ninth District 
which took its name of Surrattsville from its postmaster. Al­
though his success did not match that of an Horatio Alger, 
Surratt's house stands as a direct representati n of the oossi­
bilities for social ~nd·economic mobility in 19th centurv Amer-
ica. 

,, 
The Surratt House is one of the few ante-bellum dwellin0s still 
standing in the Clinton vicinity. Most of the visible remains 
of the area's heritage have been engulfed by urban sprawl. 

John Surratt died in 1862 intestate. The title to the propcrtv 
remained uncertain for several years. 'I'hc Surratt lloUsQ hac1 
several owners until its purchase by the MNCPPC. 

The land on which Surratt House stands consists of n.6 a.crf"s. 
However, the building and lot arc right in the downtown com~0r­
cial area. 'l'hc stated acreage of 2 acres will help to rrotcct 
the lot from hi<Jhway or other chanc;rcs. 
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' The Surratt House gained noteriety from its association with th~ ~ 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln. John Hilkes Booth stoppe.c at I 
the house to pick up arms and arr.rnuni ti on in his f lia.h t f roi'. • ~ 
Ford's Theater on April 14, t865. At that time the house was 
a tavern operated by John Lloyd, a retired p~liceman from 
Washington. Mary Surratt owned the building, although since 
1862 she had lived in the District of Columbia where she opera­
ated a boarding house. 

John Wilkes Booth and the other conspirators stayed at r.!rs. 
Surratt's boarding house before the assassination. Largely on 
that evidence alone, she ·was convicted of complicity in the 
plots and was hanged after a military trial. Subseauent inves­
tigations of the case indicate that she was innocent of th0 
charges. r 

To the people of Prince George's County, the Surratt House a~d 
the other buildings associated with Booth's. flight have c:-rre2 t 
import-ance. The events of the aftqrmath of the assassination 
centered national attention on this section of Prince Geor0c's 
County. The county planning organization, the Maryland-!:ci ti one.~ 
Capital Park and Planning Corm,1ission, has cor.unitted itself to I 
the restoration of the house. MNCPPC hired Freservation Con- I 
sultants of Alexandria, Virginia, to execute a thorouc;h :3tc.C:~· 
of all the historical evidence associated with the builctin~. 
As a result of that project, a new,. more subtle, reason .for 
restoration was brought to the surface. 

The Surra-tt IIouse offers an opportunity to expand the boc~· o:' 
knowledge of pre-Civil War social history. The buildin0 h<1s 

·much to teach about the rise of a rather average man, .Jchn 
Surratt (husband of Mun' Surru.tt), from near pov0rty to o t)0'.' i -
tion of local irnportanc~. Surratt wa~, never a national fj,~urc, 
but ruther his life offers some insight into the character of 
19th century Americu.ns. 

I 

Born in Virgini;1, John ~urratt is known to have live<l in Princo 
George's County as early ilS 1842. lie operated Zl 45 <1crc L1rr1 
in Oxen Hill. \\Tithin the next c!ccudr, he zinci hi!:> f<'ln~il,· h<lrl 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Priricc Gcor0r· 's . 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR.NPS USE ONLY 

V'l 

:z 
(Type all entries - attach to or cnclmw with photograph) 

ENTRY NUMOER f- G~_T_f___ 

11. NAME 
J 

0 COMMON: Surratt House 
ANDIOR H15TORIC: Marv ~;urrat t llOUSP i 

t- 12. LOCATION ! 
u 
::> 

STREET AND NUMBERo 

9110 Erandywine Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

EX Clinton 
t- STATE: 1 CODE lcouNTY: l CODE 

V> Maryland I L4 I Prince r;eor90's f 031 
:z '3. PHOTO REFERENCE . 

PHOTO CREDIT: J. Glenn Little 
DATE OF PHOTO: Anril 1972 

w 
w 

~EGATlvE FILED AT: Preservation Consultants, 824 Artucus-on-the-~oto-
mac, Alexandria, Virainia 
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j4. IDENTIFICATION ' 

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. 
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UNITED STATES DEf'/,RTMftlT OF Tfff INTFRIOR 
NAT I ON Al PAR~ Sf: RVIU: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Typo ~,JI entries - attach to or enclose with photogwph) 

-
NAME 

COMMON: Surratt Ilous e 
AND OR H!STOF~IC: Mu.rv S1J:t:I:Qtt. IIQUSC 

LOCATION 
--

STREET AND NUMBER: 

9110 Brandywine Road 
CITY OR TOl'\N: 

Clinton 
STATE: I CODE !couN TY: 

. _________ ffj:~~L'L~-'J-~ · 
~ 
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,, T ;1 Cl rv la n cl I .... ~ 
------1= 
r;r;Uf.J r 'f I r 

Pr i-~~~ (~r·o~crr~-~12: '. . ,.,._;~,~:'.,~~ '":'-:"" r: 
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Maryland I 24 I Prince r..eorac 's --, 
I 

PHOTO REFERENCE . 
PHOTO CREDIT: J. Glenn Little II_I 
DA.TE OF PHOTO: April 19_12 I 

--

I 
NEGATrvE FILED AT: Preservation Consultants, 824 Artucus-on-the-~oto-
mac, Alexandria, Viroinia 

IDENTIFICATIOl-l 
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DESC.RIBE VIEW, DIRE C Tl 0 N, ETC. 

southeast elevation 
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Form 10-:JOOa 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

f'G-'. 'i I A·l 
rr.-/')f; 

STATE 

Maryl.:ind 
COUNTY 

Pr inc~ r~corg0' s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMOER 

I 

~Evidence has not.indicated if John Surratt built the 
Surratt House, or if he bought the property with the house nl­
ready erected. See the January 1972 memorandum to the MNCPPC 
from J. Glenn Little III, Preservation Consultants . 
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Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE: INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

p. 

12. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach lo or enclo~;c with map) 

NAME 
COMMON: Surratt House 
AND'OR HISTORIC: Marv Surratt !louse 

LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

9110 Brandywine Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Clinton 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY: 

Maryland [ 74 I Prince 
~MAP REFERENCE 

-

SfATE ~ !'foryland ·. 
·;;~------ -·--

Prince rc_~r~rc' s 
FOR NPS USE 'lNL Y____J .__ _______ r 

I ENTRY NUMEH:R ;:,A'"F' 

l 

I CODE 

George's lnJJ 

souRcE: Mary land State Department of Assessments and 'Taxation, C:-ax 
Map No. 116 

SCALE: l" - 400' 
DATE: 1968 

14. REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property br.;,undaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

-- ---,----~-- --------

. , 

... 

·. 

.. 

. I 
' 

... 

.. t 

·, 
~ 

-~ 

... ~ 
~i4 

:~ 

~ 

~ 
.,.~ 

' 
' 
·; 
~ 

·: . 
. ~ 
14 

' ,• . ; 
1 f 



. . . ·~ -• .. 

j 
'I 

0 

; :.... 

1
11 

= .4cc; ff, 

,5'0VR.CE." 

( l 
t..· ".::.~:. :: ...... . . . ~ ·, ... -/ . ·, 

"'<.·· ,. 



1 \ 
--~·y ,_ 

/ 

---



~.-"::::;t.+--i-_:___cc:.:::---.,,,=-J=~-~--:---:~-=-"'-==-_;-=-=-=--=--=;--=-=-==~=,-=====_=~ 4296 
~ -------~- 268 

\ 
·~ 47'30" 

~~~~~h~~~~~*-£:~~~~k-~~~-:-P.~~~-'.'\;~--:::~:l "95 

==:::::=::::=6000i::=====7:i000 FEET 
1 KILOMETER 

=:=====:=3 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty 

Unimproved dirt ========o 



The only woman implicated in Booth's 
conspiracy was Mary Surratt of Prince 
George's County. She owned a tavern 
in Surrattsville and operated a board· 
inghouse in Washington. She knew 
Booth, for he visited her son often in 
their Washington home. The man who 
operated her tavern at Surrattsville 
claimed she aided Booth's escape; she 
hanged for it Most today believe she 
was innocent. Courtesy of the Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs 
Division 

V i r i-CL ,, 41 q n 

I q 8'f 

132 



-. 
- '7! 

Pr; nc.c. G-c.or9e'...J c_o .1 .nt-~·· o.. 

I 11 :JHrv. tvor-H11c..: 
p :c+or; a " 

Dot?t?• "' Sf c .. . 

. I . 

.. 
., 

J . .. 
. . --

1he tavern at Surrattsville was depicted 
in Harper's Week~ Mary Surratt visited 
here the day of the assassination, and 
John Wilkes Booth stopped here during 
his flight to Virginia John M. Uoyd, the 
tavern keeper, claimed Mrs. Surratt left 
field glasses for Booth to pick up that 
~·Moot assassination scholars do 
not believe him, but the military com­
mission that tried Mrs. Surratt did The 
Surratt House is now a museum. It is 
located on Brandywine Road, near the 
intersection with \\bodyard Road This 
is now the heart of Clinton. The com­
munity was renamed after the Civil War. 
Courtesy of the Library of Congress, 
Prints and Photographs Division 

-'- ·· .. 

Mary Surratt's boardinghOUSI 
was in Washingtm at 604 H Str 
The building still stands, now 
the Chinatown district. Courte 
Library of Congress, Prints an< 
Photographs Division 
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SUPRA TT HOUSE f .fe, · 5( 4 7 
FRONT (SOUTH) ELEVA'::ON 01 B~,Il.K OUTBUILDING - PRIOR TO 

RESTORATION 
-¥!A~EllCH! ~i!Il I E:I1 ~ 
SIGNED ORIGINALS ON FILE WITH THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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Th<.: Surrnrr T ;1,·crn in 1867. 
( F 1·11111 11 111·111·r".~ \\·,.,.J.; ,,·, 1 S<i7 . ) 

The former Surrnrr Tanrn ar Climon ( Sur~:ttrs,· illd . .\ Id .. 193;. Rc:1r ,·icw. 
(Fro111 flu' (11tll111r".v 1 Jll1•rlio11. 1 
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