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Survey #: P.G. #82B-11 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Burroughs Tobacco Barn 

late 19th c. 

Location: (15800) Croom Station Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Agricultural/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description 

The Burroughs tobacco barn stands immediately north of Croom Airport 
Road, just a few yards from the actual right-of-way. It has a steeply 
pitched gable roof and deep side wings. Its roof ridge runs roughly east 
and west, and slopes to low side wings on both of the lony north and south 
sides. The barn is sided with wide vertical boards, all circular sawn. It 
rests on heavy hand-hewn sills; all interior posts and rafters are circular 
sawn. The roof is of corrugated metal. There is a small door in the south 
side. and a 1 a rger door in the west gab 1 e end. I111T1edi ate ly west of the 
barn is a small gable-roofed outbuilding. 

Significance 

The Burroughs tobacco barn is typical of the late nineteenth century 
tobacco barns which once dotted the landscape of Prince George's County. 
It stands on a tract known as Brookridge which was farmed for most of the 
nineteenth century by the Burroughs family. The home place of Richard W. 
Burroughs was a short distance southwest of the present barn; after his 
death in 1870 the fann passed to his son John W. Burroughs, and it was 
probably in the period following that this barn was constructed. During 
this period the road from Croom to Selby's Landing on the Patuxent ran to 
the north of the barn. acting as a boundary between the Burroughs 1 land and 
that of their neighbors to the north, the Duley, Pumphrey, and Early 
families. In the twentieth century the road was relocated to the south, 
following the line of an old fann lane; the present day road lies south of 
the barn, cutting it off from the larger part of the Burroughs property and 
creating a separate small parcel of land. Today the Burroughs barn stands 
directly on the north edge of the road, still in use, a prominent symbol of 
the tobacco economy in nineteenth century Prince George's County. 

Acreage: 1.48 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 
Burroughs Tobacco Barn at Brookridge 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 15800 Croom Station Road 

city, town 
Upper Marlboro 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

·-_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
--1.._not applicable 

Croom 
_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__x_ no 

Survey No. P.G. #828- 11 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 4 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
__x agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Thomas G. Duvall 

street & number 7301 Crain Highway telephone no.: 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state and zip code MD. 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Prince George's County Courthouse 

liber 
Estate 

street & number 
Main Street 

f 1
. #32 ,24!:i 

0 l.O 

city, town 
Upper Marlboro, MD. 20772 

state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

Jeposltory for survey records Hi story Divis j on. M-NCPPC 

cHy, town R j verda le. state MD. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_X_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
__x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P. G. #828- 11 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Burroughs tobacco barn stands immediately north of Croom Airport 
Road, just a few yards fran the actual right-of-way. It has a steeply 
pitched gable roof and deep side wings. Its roof ridge runs roughly east 
and west, and slopes to low side wings on both of the long north and south 
sides. The barn is sided with wide vertical boards, all circular sawn. It 
rests on heavy hand-hewn sills; all interior posts and rafters are circular 
sawn. The roof is of corrugated metal. There is a small door in the south 
side, and a larger door in the west gable end. Immediately west of the 
barn is a small gable-roofed outbuilding. 



8. Significance Survey No. P .G. #82B- ll 

Period Areas of Significanc--Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc;:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 __J.__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
- 160()-1699 _ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 

- 170()-1799 _ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_ 190()-

_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpos:tation 

_ invention __L other (specify) 

Specific dates late 19th c. 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D 

national state 

I oca l Hi story 

E F G 

local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Burroughs tobacco barn is typical of the late nineteenth century 
tobacco barns which once dotted the landscape of Prince George's County. 
It stands on a tract known as Brookridge which was farmed for most of the 
nineteenth century by the Burroughs family. The home place of Richard W. 
Burroughs was a short distance southwest of the present barn; after his 
death in 1870 the fann passed to his son John W. Burroughs, and it was 
probably in the period following that this barn was constructed.l 

During this period the road from Croan to Selby's Landing on the 
Patuxent ran to the north of the barn, acting as a boundary between the 
Burroughs' land and that of their neighbors to the north, the Duley, 
Pumphrey, and Early families. In the twentieth century the road was relo
cated to the south, following the line of an old fann lane; the present day 
road lies south of the barn, cutting it off from the larger part of the 
Burroughs property and creating a separate small parcel of land. Today the 
Burroughs barn stands directly on the north edge of the road, still in use, 
a prominent symbol of the tobacco economy in nineteenth century Prince 
George's County. 

Notes 

Prince George's County Will WAJ #1:450; Martenet Map of Prince 
George's County, 1861; G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Prince George's County, 1878. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. 828-11 

Cf. Notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
1.48 acres Acreage of nominated property ________ _ T.M. 120: parcel ZO 

Quadrangle nameBristol, Section G Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.J I.___.__.......__._....._._ 
E LLJ I..___._~ .............. 
G LLJ .._I ............... ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

D l.iJ 
F LL_j 

H Li_J 

I I I I 
I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission 

c/o County Planning Div., M-NCPPC 
street&number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive 

city or town Upper Mar 1 boro, 

date 
September 1985 

telephone 952-3521 

state MD. 20772 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST · /7 0 399590h 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Tobacco Barn-Croom Airport Road 

EJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Croom Airport Road, at bend near Duvall Road 
CITY. rowN 

Croom-Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-JtUILDING_(S) 

_y'STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

-~BLIC 

XPRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Benjamin F. Burroughs 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

/TATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES RESTRICTED 

-JES UNRESTRICTED 

YNO 

_ VICINITY OF 

l!ILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Prince George's 

. I PRESENT USE 

:lAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _.PA:lK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE f'ESIOENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORT AT/Of\ 

_QTHER 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 
couRrnousE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Prince George ' s County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



-

Ef DESCRIPTION 

~CELLE NT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CtjECK ONE 

YuNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

L.CKONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is an old, frame tobacco barn that sits right on the 
road, at a bend near Duvall Road. It has an unusual, wing-shaped 
form, as a result of the tall, A-roofed center section. This 
section fans out several feet below the ridge to form sloping, 
shed-roof wings. A small door is in the west gable facade. 
The main poles are hewn, and there are several, hinged siding 
boards that open for drying. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,,.=... 

-

D SIGNIFICANCE 

·PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTURIC __.ARCHEOLO<.iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 __.AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 __.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

~-1799 
_1800-1899 

_1900-

_.ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ENGIMEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the older and better-preserved barns in the area. 
Still belongs to the Burroughs family, who have farmed here 
for many generations. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

. ::. ·_: ·1 ; .... 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael F. IMyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 9/17/74 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- \ tos 
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P. G. #82B- 11 

Burroughs Tobacco Barn 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1985 
Southwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD . 





P. G. #828- ll 

Burroughs Tobacco Barn 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1985 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MD. 


