
Survey #: P.G. #82B-15 

PRINCE GEORGE 1 S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Martha Roundell House 

Location: 16301 Tanyard Road, Nottingham 

late 18th c. 
early 19th c. 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 
Description 

The Roundell-Thomas house is located on an embankment, south of Tanyard Road. 
It is frame, 1-1/2 stories in height, with a roughly rectangular plan and a gable 
roof with shallow extensions, integral to the roofline, on the north and south 
facades. These fonn one-story wings on the north and south facades. The original 
wood siding is covered with asphalt shingle and vinyl siding. The three-bay south 
entrance facade is a one-story kitchen wing that was added early in the 20th 
century. The central entrance reaches the cornice line. The east and west bays 
are modern windows. The three bay east and west gable ends have the central bay, 
a window, in the main block beneath the gable ridge. The two bay north facade 
faces Tanyard Road. The east bay is a six light window. The west bay is composed 
of an entrance closely flanked by two 2/2 windows to the east and one to the west. 
The entrance door is three wide vertical boards. Both door and windows intersect 
the cornice line at their upper edge. Rafters project where the wall meets the 
roof. According to the owner, a deteriorated central chimney with double stacks, 
was removed. The kitchen wing hides the or~ginal entrance facade of two central 
entrances leading to the two interior rooms. Two interior stairways at the east 
and west ends of the house have been removed. The house has large corner posts 
pegged with wooden pegs. There is a Chew family cemetery southwest of the house, 
but the stones are illegible. 

Significance 

The Martha Roundell House is near Nottingham, one of the earliest areas 
settled in the County. The house is significant for the age and history of its 
tract of land. It is one of the earliest houses in the area, probably dating from 
the late 18th or early 19th century. No construction date has been detennined. 
The house is situated on a part of Mansfield, patented in 1663 and acquired by 
Gunder Erickson early in the eighteenth century. Erickson left the property to 
his daughter, Martha Roundell, who had a house in the area in 1788. The present 
structure could date from that time. Although it has been altered, the floor plan 
and information from the owner indicate an early construction date. The house was 
two rooms, reached by separate central entrances on the south facade. Two stair
ways led to a two room loft. This plan predates the arrival of the Georgian floor 
plan in Maryland. The parcel the house Roundell sold in 1785. The house and 
property had a series of owners throughout the nineteenth century, including Henry 
M. Chew of Nottingham fran 1829 through 1854. There were Chew graves on the prop
erty whose stones have disappeared. The property was acquired by Robert Windsor 
in 1910 and remains in the possession of his descendants. 

Acreage: 63.7 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic Martha Ro11ndell Ha11se 

and/or common Royndell-Thomas Hgyse 

2. Location 

street & number 16301 Tanyard Road 

city, town Upper Marlboro 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
_district _public 
~ buildlng(s) ~ private 
_ structure _ both 
_site 
_object 

Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
-X-not applicable 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-*no I 

Survey No .f'G 82 B-15 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_not for publication 

4 

_museum 
_park 
___L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs. Josephine Thomas 

street & number 16301 Tanyard Road telephone no.: 

city, town Upper Marlboro state and zip code MD 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George's County Courthouse liber 4594 

street & number Main Street folio 511 

city, town Upper Marlboro state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date July 1981 _federal _state _Xcounty _local 

depository for survey records History Division M-NCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale 

state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
____x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
i original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey Notf- 82 B- 15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Tne Roundell-Thomas house is located on an embankment set back and on 
the south side of lanyard Road. The house has the appearance of great age 
but it also has been extensively altered. The house is frame, 1-1/2 
stories in height, with a roughly rectangular plan. It has a gable roof 
with sha 11 ow extensions, i ntegra 1 to the roofl i ne, on the north and south 
facades. These extensions slope down to fonn low one-story wings on the 
north and south sides of the building. The original horizontal siding was 
first covered with asphalt shingle and most recently by vinyl siding. The 
roof is of sheets of asphalt. 

The three-bay south (entrance) facade is in a one-story kitchen wing 
that was added early in the 20th century. It is covered with vinyl siding. 
There is a central entrance which reaches to the cornice line. The west 
bay is a modern horizontal casement window of two lights. The east bay is 
a large, modern double louvered window. 

The east and west gable ends are three bays. The central bay is in 
the main block of the structure, beneath the gable ridge. It is composed 
of a new 1/1 window on the first story and a two-light window in the loft. 
The first and third bays on each facade are fenestrated with modern windows 
of varying size and shape. There is an exterior cement block chimney 
placed north of the facade center line, on the west facade. 

The north facade, of roughly two bays, faces lanyard Road. The east 
bay is a six light window. The west bay is composed of an entrance closely 
flanked by two 2/2 windows to the east and one to the west. The entrance 
door is made of three wide vertical boards. Both door and windows have 
plain wood surrounds which intersect the cornice line at their.upper edge. 
Rafters project at the point where the wall meets the roof. 

According to the owner, a wide central chimney with double stacks, at 
the gable ridge, was removed because of its poor condition. The kitchen 
wing was added to the south side of the main block in the early 20th 
century, hiding the original entrance facade. The original facade had two 
central entrances leading to the two interior rooms. 

According to the owner, there were two interior stairways, at the east 
and west ends of the house, leading to a two-room loft. The stairways have 
been removed and the loft closed off. According to the owner, the house 
has large corner posts pegged with wooden pegs. The house is supp6rted on 
piers of cement and brick. 

There is privately owned gravel drive serving the Roundell-Thomas 
house and other residences to the south. Accardi ng to the owner, , there is 
a Chew family cemetery southwest of the house along this road. The stones 
have been illegible for quite some time, however. 



8. Significance Survey No. ff 82 R-15 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
___x__ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_invention __lL other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1ate18th/ ear 1 Y l 9tlauilder/Architect 

. y 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Martha Roundell House is situated near Nottingham, one of the 
earliest areas settled in Prince George's County. The house is significant 
for the age and history of its tract of land, which presently encompasses 
63.7 acres. It is one of the earliest houses in the area, probably dating 
from the late eighteenth or very early nineteenth century. No construction 
date has yet been determined for it. 

The Martha Roundell House is situated on a part of Mansfield, a tract 
patented in 16631 and acquired by Gunder Erickson early in the eighteenth 
century.2 Erickson left the property to his wife and daughter, Martha 
Roundell.3 It is known that Roundell had a house in the area in 
1788.4 

The present structure could possibly date from that time. Although it 
has been altered (including the removal of a large central doubl~-stack 
chimney and the addition of a one-story kitchen wing which hides the orig
inal south entrance facade) the floor plan and information from the owner 
indicate an early construction date. 

According to the owner, the house was originally two rooms, reached by 
two separate central entrances on the south facade. Two stairways, one on 
the east and one on the west wall of the house led to a two room loft 
above.5 This type of plan predates the arrival of the Georgian floor 
plan in Maryland.6 

A part of Mansfield is still in the possession of descendants of 
Martha Roundell. The parcel the house is on she apparently sold in 
1785.7 The house and property had a series of owners throughout the 
nineteenth century. It was in possession of Henry M. Chew of Nottingham 
from 1829 through 1854.8 According to the present owner there were some 
Chew graves on the property, whose stones have now disappeared.9 The 
property was acquired by Robert Windsor in 1910 and remains in the 
possession of his descendants.10 



9. Major Bibliographical References ( (
Survey No.· 82 B-15 

See Footnotes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ 6_3_._7 __ a_c_re_s __ _ Tax map 148 parcel 20 
Quadrangle name Lower Marlboro, Section D Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALL_] I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I 
Northing 

8 W 1~1,........ __ 11. I 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LLl l.___._~~
E L..i._J ._I ~-----

oLJJ l._.__I .._.... ___ I I,__,.....___. __ _ 
F LLJ I I_..__.__. __ _ 

G LU ,__I ..___.. __ _ 

H Li.J .___I ----....--

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King. Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1985 

street&number 14743 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



#8. Continued 

Notes 

11Tracts laid out in Calvert County prior to April 23, 1696, 11 Prince 
George 1 s Heritage, Louise Joyner Hienton, Maryland Historical Society, 
1972. 

2 11 Early Land Records, Prince George 1 s County," on index, History 
Division, M-NCPPC. 

3 Land Records of Prince George 1 s County, GC 2:769, will of Gunder 
Erickson, 7 March, 1728. 

4 Ibid. Tl :543, will of Martha Roundell, 2 March, 1810. 

5 Conversation with Josephine Thomas, May 1985. 

6 Pattern in the Material Folk Culture of the Eastern United States, 
Henry Glassie, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1969. 

7 Land Records of Prince George 1 s County, FF 2:371. 

8 Ibid. AB 5:480, ON 2:51. 

9 Conversation with Josephine Thomas, May, 1985. 

10 Land Records of Prince George 1 s County, 61:122, 4594:511. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 

I 7 o 'lo 35"9oq 
'j) A· .if cf'.;;z (5 - I~ 

_. for the 

z 
0 

t

u 

z 

w 
w 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

[1ZNAME··.·· 
COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

TURNER TENANT HOUSE 
12. LOCAT!ON 

$TREET AND NUMBERI 

Tanyard Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Nottingham 
STATE 'COUNTY: 

l'~ryland Prince George's 
ll· 

. 

CLASSIFICATION . 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District re Bui ldi"9 0 Public Public Acquisition: f& Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure fZll Private 0 In Procell 0' Unoccupied. 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 PreHrvotion work 0 UnrHtricted 

In progress rlJ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Agricuhural 0 Governm•nt 0 Pork 0 Tronsportotlon 0 Comments 

0 Commercial · 0 Industrial l!ll Prfvate Ruidenc:"" Other (Spoclty) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f4; OWNER Of PROPERTY . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Robert H. Windsor 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Ci TY OR TOWN: I STATE: I 
1s. LOCATION OFLEGA .. LDESCRIPTfON 

.. 
.: .. ;··.:: .... '!'-: 

COU R THOUS!?, R'E~lS'l"tn' OF" OEtrOS, ETC: 

Prince George's County courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 
'STATE I Upper Harlboro . Maryland 

ritle Reference of Curr~nt Qeeg (BQQk & pa. # l : 
l~~ RFP.RESENT A TfO:N IN .EXISTING SURVEYS .· . .,-,. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

NONE 
O"'TE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stole 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET ANO NUM&ER1 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I 
PS~~l09 
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....,,._.,~-=-=-===-,-::-:~-~~~~~~~~--~~~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..,.....~ .... 
17. DESCR!_?_T_IO_N __ ...---~-----------·-~~--~·- ----·-~~--'--------------t 

0 Good :{;lj: F oir 0 0.1 .. iorated 0 Ruins 0 Excellent 0 -UnexpoHcl 
CONDITION 

I 
(Cheek One) 

0 Mo.-ed ~ Original Site 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered lX Altered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I ~D ORIGINAL (It known) PHVSICAL.. APPEARANCE 

The house is a frame building with a large chinmey, now nearly 

centrally located. The center part of the building is "A" roofed; 

shed-roofed additions have been added on either side; the present 

windows are modern. The chimney would probably have been external 

to a smaller house, to which bays have been added on the west end. 
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te. SlGHlFl<;M4CE _........._ 
PERIOD (Ch.,d< One or More•• llpproprlal•) 

0 Pre 0 Col.-bion 0 16tl. Centwry 

0 15th c.ntury 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISI (lt Appllc•ble •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Ch<>clc One or Mo,. •• llpproprl•t•) 

Abar iginol 0 Ec!ucation 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineerin9' 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Land scope 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Co1nmerce 0 literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 C onaervation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 

-

0 18th C•ntury 0 20th Century 

a 19th Century 

0 Politiccil 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

.. 

PS - 709 



,,. '~JOR 818LIOGRAPfUCl.L REFERENCES .. .· 
I••• 

r lO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-

DEFININCO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

·-CORNER LA.TITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds D•grees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
c;w 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE .ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage J:ustification: 
I 

I 

I 
. 

fll. FORM PREPARED BY . . .. _,. <' < 
NAME AND TITLE: 

CHRISTOPHER OWENS, PARK HISTORIAN 
ORCOANIZ.ATION 

IOATE 

H-NCPPC 5 September '74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE I Silver Spring Nary land 

f!3:J State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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0 
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4594:511 
3-12-1976 
Deed 

Equity #13869 
5-10-1946 

469:378 
3-19-1937 
Deed 

61:122 
3-9-1910 
Deed 

HB 1:198 
4-9-1868 
Mortgage 

WAJ 1:332 
2-7-1866 
Wills 

Chain of Title 

Martha Roundell House 
P.G. #82B-15 

Rosa Windsor to Josephine Thomas and Eunice Windsor, 
conveyance of Lot #2, part l described in Equity #13869, 
25 acres. Lot 2, part 2 containing 52 acres excepting: 

a. 7.82 acres described in 1708:174/3-16-1954 
b. .588 acres described in 2168:496 
c. 6.77 acres described in 2252:152/9-26-1958 
d. 23.12 acres described in 2487:61/9-20-1960 

The residue being 38.7 acres. 

Real Estate of Robert Windsor divided among Thomas D. 
Windsor, Robert (Luckett) M. Windsor, and Samuel L. 
Windsor. Alotted to Luckette M. Windsor and Rosa Windsor 
(wife): Lot 2, Part l - containing 25 acres; Lot 2, Part 
2, containing 52 acres a part of the tract called 
Marshland, containing 259 acres upland and 11 acres 
marsh. Land devised in will of Robert Windsor dec'd, in 
Equity 10,099. All real estate conveyed to Robert 
Windsor by Catherine A. Isaac, 3-9-1910, 61:122. 

T. Van Clagett, Trustee to Samuel L. Windsor, Thomas D. 
Windsor and Luckett M. Windsor, 1/4 interest in 269-1/2 
acres described in the deed from Catherine A. Isaac to 
Robert Windsor 3-9-1910, 61:122. 

Catherine A. Isaac, widow to Robert Windsor, 259 acres, 
part of a tract called Marshland - being all of that 
tract conveyed by John L. Turner to Catherine Isaac, 
Lettice C. Jenkins, Mary E. Turner, Martha A. Turner, 
Margaret D. Wood in a deed dated 1-5-1872, HB 5:440. 
This same property was obtained by John L. Turner from 
Richard Isaac by a mortgage dated 4-9-1868 and recorded 
HB 1:198. 

By Richard Isaac to John L. Turner. Isaac is indebted to 
Turner for $5000.00 and grants to Turner a part of a 
tract called Marshfield, containing 126-1/2 acres and a 
parcel containing 248 acres, being all the land devised 
by Joseph Isaac, dec'd. to Richard Isaac in his will. 

Joseph Isaac to son Richard Isaac, 374 acres near 
Nottingham, being a part of Henry Chew's estate, obtained 
from deed of James W. Isaac trustee of William Isaac. 



FS 1 : 111 
3-29-1862 
Deed 

F.S. 1:16 
12-7-1861 
Indenture 

ON 2: 51 
6-28-1854 
Indenture 

AB 5:480 
7-16-1829 
Indenture 

- 2 -

James W. Isaac to Joseph Isaac, that property purchased 
from Richard Isaac and Grafton Isaac, their interest in 
the property as trustees of William W. Isaac, described 
in deed dated 12-7-1861, containing 373 acres including 
11 acres of marsh land. Deed encumbered by two judgments 
of the circuit court for the November term, 1860, #365 
and 366, worth $9,896.00. James Isaac now selling to 
Joseph Isaac for $10,000. 

Between Richard Isaac of Anne Arundel County and Grafton 
H. Isaac as trustees of William W. Isaac, and James W. 
Isaac. Whereas William w. Isaac purchased frcxn Bettie A. 
William and Andrew G. William a parcel which Bettie owned 
in corTVnon with Sarah Jane Isaac, wife of William W. 
Isaac, by deed dated 10-2-1858 and whereas William W. 
Isaac, now deceased, devised all of this personal and 
real estate to brothers Richard and Grafton Isaac in 
trustee. Grantors convey to grantee a part of Mansfield, 
containing 124-1/2 acres including 6 acres of marsh. 
Also another parcel containg 248 acres in the same area 
including 5 acres of marsh. 

Thcxnas Bruce to Bettie A. Williams and Sara Jane Isaac. 
Whereas by Indenture dated 7-16-1829, in AB 5:480,81, 
Robert Ghiselin dec'd. conveyed to Thcxnas Bruce that 
tract of land on the left side of the road from Notting
ham to Magruder's Ferry, which was devised to Ghiselin by 
his grandfather Robert Bowie in his will, that land pur
chased by Walter P. Cox from John Dorsett, the parcel 
conveyed in trust for Sarah P. Chew, wife of Henry M. 
Chew, during her natural life and after her death, to her 
children Bettie and Sarah Jane. The daughters and heirs 
are now 21 and Thomas Bruce is anxious to convey his 
trust. 

Robert Ghiselin and Thomas Bruce, for $3000.00 paid by 
Bruce, grantor conveys that parcel of land left of the 
road from Nottingham to Magruder's Ferry, the same parcel 
devised to Ghiselin by his grandfather Robert Bowie in 
his last will and testament and further described there. 
The same land was purchased by Walter P. Cox of John 
Dorsett. The parcel is to be held in trust for Sarah P. 
Chew, wife of Henry M. Chew, and her children at her 
death. 



FF 2: 371 
2 Aug. 1785 
Deed 

- ---~-----

- 3 -

Martha Roundell to Captain Robert Bowie, merchant, for 
100 pounds, two parcels of land. Parcel l: Part of two 
tracts, Mansfield and Collins His Comfort, being part 
upland and part marsh - 77-1/8 acres. Parcel 2: Part of 
Mansfield and Collins His Comfort - 19-1/4 acres. 

--------------- ., ------~---
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P. G. :11828-15 
Martha Roundell House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
June 1985 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapol is, MD. 
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P.G. #828-15 
Martha Roundell House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
June 1985 
Northwest elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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P.G . #82 B-15 
Martha Roundell House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
June 1985 
West elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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