
Survey No. PG#82B-5 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Chesapeake Beach Railway Bridge 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Patuxent River at Mt. Calvert _ not for publication 

city, town Upper Marlboro _ vicinity of congressional district 4 

state MD county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
- building(s) 
_structure 
_x_ site 

~-_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property {give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name State of Maryland , patuxent River 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town Upper Marlboro state and zip code MD 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

.Aepository for survey records Hi s to ry Di'lisieR MNCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state MD 



7. Description Survey No.PG#828_5 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
~ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

In 1974, a series of pilings was still visible in this 
shallow section of the Patuxent River. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#82B_5 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

___ 14~1499 
- 150G-1599 

_ 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
_x_ 1 BOG-1899 
_190G-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo.-tation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

These were the supports of the bridge which carried the 
Chesapeake Beach Railway across the Patuxent River. This Railway was 
constructed 1896-98 diagonally (southeast) across Prince 6eorge's 
County from Washington D.C. to Chesapeake Beach on the Bay. The 
bridge is now almost totally deteriorated, and scarcely visible. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.P?#B?B-5 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name Bri st al • Section G Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU,,, I I I I I I 8 W ....... 1 ...... 1,......., __ ,,,,, 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ _I_._ ______ ! ~I_..___........._.._.. __ oLi.J _! ~l ______ I _! ---------

E LJ I I I.___.__.___.~ ........... F LLJ I I .......................... ____ _ 
GLLj I I ~' _._.........._ __ __ HLLJ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G Pearl. Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1985 

street & number c/o County Planning MNCPPC telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state MD 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
PG- #82B-5 

;703q)4117 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Old RR Bridge 

EJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Patuxent River, at Mt. Calvert 
CITY. l'OWN 

Croom-Upper Marlboro _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~
ILDING(S) 

RUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

.../.>WNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

[IOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_UNOC\.IJ!}' D 

_WORK Ill: PROGRESS 

/ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

State of Md.-Patuxent River 
~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

EILOCATION OF LE'GAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Prince George's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA:lK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE AESID~NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _REUG1CUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TAANSPOA"!"ATICN 

_OTHER 

STATE , zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

' • ! 
' 

J 
i 

I 
f 



-

-

El DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

1nETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

• 

CHECK ONE 

__ UNAlTERED 

-ALTERED 

2ECKONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Only the ruins of the bridge remain. These consist of a 
series of wooden pilings and a concrete abutment in the middle 
of the river. The Patuxent at this point is a broad, marshy 
savannah. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-

D SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

-1,,800-1899 

~900-

_ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_CON:MUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATl.ON 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

These are the remains of the old Chesapeake Beach Railroad, 
that ran from Washington, D.C. to the bayside resort that was 
popular in the early 1900's. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,-

l]MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1) "A Pleasant Railroad-The Chesapeake Beach Line", article by 

James H. Shreve, Prince George's Co. Historical Society 
Newsletter, Oct. 1973. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPiNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael F. 'Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 9/19/74 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring. Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 . 







P<J ia&-.S
NAME M1"'. ~f..(2.'\ - Pi:i\U.')(.,£..~\ (L\0£e2....-

LOCATION " t2-() '> lAPPZ.tQ.. rnAQLJ6~Q.o.,(Y)D 

FACADE l-<Sl)k.( 60'1 6 ID OUJ [2..p._ '6R-1~~ 

PHOTO TAKEN q//q {/4 (Y). ()t_UC\~ 


