
\ 

t • 

~ 

f.o;,.lNo 10- 306 IA'"' 10- 7..tl ~.c_.. CH-668 f 
": .• Ul'ITl::.U ST ATLS OLP.-\RT~ll-.'.'\l OF THI: I:'\ l ER IOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECEIVED '. .• • 1 . ), ,.-.... 

/. 
I -· 

t 

INVENTO~Y--NO:rt-1INATlON FORhl . • . L-s:7 (. 
DATE ENTERED ('- ') /h.<i_.. ,) 7 t 

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

[JJNAME 
HISTORiC 

Piscata"'ay Park 

~)LOCATION 
STRHT & II.UMBER 

CITY. 101111111 

Arrnt·e~'!.· 
STATE 

'-h~·l ...... ~ 

f~ JCU ... SSIFICATIO:\' 

..X VICiNITY OF 

CODE 

?l 

_NOT FOR PUBLIC-"TION 

First. Fou~th 

CATEGORY 

_OISTP.ICT 

-BUILOINGISl 

_STRUCTURE 

.;{Sl~E. 

_oe.iECT 

OWNERSHIP 

.AruBLtC 

STATUS 

.XOCCUPIEO 

X.UNOCCUPIEO 

PRESENT USE 

rr-1 ~LJAGENCY 

_PR1v;.n 

_eon; _WORK'"' PROGRESS 

-. PUBLIC -e_cqulSITID~ -- -e.fCESSIBLE 
_IN PRCCESS 

_BEING CONSIOER~C 

Jt--YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

R~GIONAL HEA::!OUAll"!'cRS (If a:>:>hcat>:eJ 

}iatjo,.,a1 P2r1> S<>=-vice.,..._~tia...,21 Ca;-ital Reginr. 
STREET & ~.u~IC.E;; 

1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. 
CIT1 TOWN 

Washington -- V•C .. »TY CF 

[°]LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

J{AGRICUL T\.:RE 

_COMMf;KIAL 

_MUS~UM 

kPARr. 

_E:lUCATIONAL _PRl\'ATc RE~IDE,.,CE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _REUGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

STAT~· 

D.C. 20242 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC Charles and Prince Georges Countv Courthouses 

COTY. TOWflo STATE 

La Plata ar.d Lpper ~!arlboro, Y..aryla~~ 

f.[IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING s'URVEYS 
TITLE 

Accokeek Cree~ S:.te (~~.L) a:-:d ~!arshall Hall, included in Piscatawav Park. 
OAHare individually 2.isted in the 1\ational Register. 

OE POSIT ORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. 10WP.. 

-- ----- -- -------

_FE DEi'~Al _S1 AH _COUNT"Y -L~C.).L 

STAH 



i 
! 

' 

[£j DESCRIPTION 

-

-

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_OETERIO!'IATEO 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTE!lED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIG1NAL SITE 

_MQ\tEO DJ.;f ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGiNAL llF KNO"NNJ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

From the prehistoric period to the present, the Pisc~~away area has con~ained 
a mixture of woodland and cultivated- cropland-With a scattering of low d~~llings 
and farm buildings. 

Of note within the boundaries of Piscataway Park are 

(1) The Accokeek Creek Site, an archeological site which has yielded evidence 
of prehistoric occupation through as ~uch as 5500 years and has been desig~ated 
a National Historic Landnark; 

I I •• 

(2) The National Colonial Farr.i, a project of the Accokeek Foundation to study 
and -interpret agricuJciral practices of the late 18th century. However, r:one of 
the structures or fields is specifically related to conditions onsite in the 
historic past. Most of the buildings are of recent construction and do ~ot 
replicate late 18th-century architecture in anything but scale; 

(3) Marshall Hall, added to the park in 1975 to co~plete the protection of 
the Maryland shoreline visible from }!cunt Vernon and to phase out the a:nuse:;mnt 
park there. The Marshall Hall residence dates from c.1725. (It and the 
Accokeek Creek Site have been listed individually in the National- Register and 

-- are a'i§c~"t6ed -and evaluated - sep;rr-;ff"el-y.) 
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Scenic protection 

Piscataway Park is principally significant for its role in ~aintai~ir.g tr.e historic 
vista across the Poto:::zc River frot:i :iount Vernon. As the only unit of the i\ational 
Park Syste~ establishec specifically to protect the environment of a privately 
owned historic property. i_t i_;; secondarily important as a new departure in the re
cent his~ory of Federal conservation activity. The park itself is not significant 
for particular on-site land~arks or fe~tures (excepting the separately noninated 
features referenced in Section 7); its value derives fro= its general scenic 
character as viewed fron across the Potonac. 

·:No :st~_:_.,.~nc ~X:it_ed A-:i2r_~~C: _is ~o_!_e __ ~e;_san~l~ situated than t~is," wrote Geo:ge 
l'Jashingrnn of=Moun't Vernon in 1793. !~oteo visitors to the mansion echoed '~ashing
ton' s adni ration. "To••ard the east nature has lavished l!:agnificence," Benjamin 
Latrobe wrote of the prospect from the famous portico in 1796, and he recorded in 
ink and watercolor the scene of the Potomac and the opposite shore. Julian 
Niemcewicz described the view even wore enthusiastically in 1798: "It is from 
there fhe portico] that one looks out on perhaps the most beautiful view in the 
~orld .••. It is there that in the afternoon and evening the Gl., his fa~ily and 
the tuests] go to sit and enjoy the fine weather and the beautiful view. The op
posite bank, the course of the river, the dense woods all combined to enhance this 
sweet illusion. What a remembrance!" 

Although the Piscataway area was occupied in Washington's time, the predominant 
impression from }Iount Vernon, as recorded in Latrobe's sketch, was of a natural 
scene. Except for ~1arshall Hall, no structures of the period have survived. By 
the middle of this century, proposals by private developers to build high-rise 
offices and apartments and by public authorities to construct a giant sewage 
treatment facility on the property threatened the vie~ from Mount Vernon. In 

- 1961 Con~~ess authorized the National Park Service to acquire lands and scenic 
easements to preclude such esthetically intrusive develop~ents. As a result, 
Piscataway Park now preserves the approximate character of the landscape as seen 

___ from Washington's esta~e, thereby safeguarding a vital and historic aspect of the 
enviro~7.ent of one of A~erica's greatest shrines. 
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