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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

NTLE -
Accokeek Creex Site (NHL) and Marshall Hall, included in Piscatawav Park,

DATtare individually listed in the National Register.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

From the prehistoric period to the present, the Piscataway area has contained —

a mixture of woodland and cultivated cropland with a scattering of low dvelllnvs
and farm buildings.

Of note within the boundaries of Piscataway Park are -

(1) The Accokeek Creek Site, an archeological site which has yielded evidence
of prehistoric occupation through as much as 5500 years and has been designated
a National Historic Landmark;

(2) The National Colonlal Farm, a project of the Accokeek Foundation to study
and 1nterpret agriculural practices of the late 18th century. However, rone of
the structures or fields is specifically related to conditions onsite 1n the
historic past. Most of the buildings are of recent construction and do not
replicate late 18th-century architecture in anything but scale; --

(3) Marshall Hall, added to the park in 1975 to complete the protecticn of

the Maryland shoreline visible from Mount Vernon and to phase out the amusexent

park there. The Marshall Hall residence dates from ¢.1725. (It and the
_Accokeek Creek Site have been listed individually in the Nzational Register and

are déscribed and evaludtéd - séparately.)
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Piscatawav Park is principally significant for its role in mainteining the historic
vista across the Potomac River from !lount Vernon. As the only unit of the National
Park System established specifically to protect the environment of a privately
owned historic propertiv, it is secondarily important as a new departure in the re-
cent historv of Federal conservation activity. The park itself is not significant
for particular on-site landmarks or features (excepting the separately rnominated
features referenced in Section 7); its value derives from its general scenic
character as viewved from acroscs the Potomac.

~ "No estate in United America is more pleasantly situated than this," wrote George
Washington of~Mount Vernof in 17937 “Noted visitors to the mansion echoed Wzshing-
ton's admiration. "Toward the east nature has lavished magnificence," Benjamin
Latrobe wrote of the prospect from the famous portico in 1796, and he recorded in
ink and watercolor the scene of the Potomac and the opposite shore. Julian
Niemcewicz described the view even more enthusiastically in 1798: "It is from
there the portico] that one looks out on perhaps the most beautiful view in the
world.... It is there that in the afternoon and evening the Gl., his famnily and
the guests] go to sit and enjoy the fine weather and the beautiful view. The op-
posite bank, the course of the river, the dense woods all combined to enhance this
sweet illusion. What a remeémbrance!"

Although the Piscataway area was occupied in Washington's time, the predominant
impression from Mount Vernon, as recorded in Latrobe's sketch, was of a natural
scene. Except for larshall Hall, no structures of the period have survived. By .
the middle of this century, proposals by private developers to build high-rise
offices and apartments and by public authorities to construct a giant sewage

__ treatment facility on the property threatened the view from Mount Vernon. In

" 71961 Congress authorized the National Parlk Service to acquire lands and scenic
easements to preclude such esthetically intrusive developments, As a result,
Piscataway Park now preserves the approximate character of the landscape as seen

___from Washington's estate, thereby safeguarding a2 vital and historic aspect of the

environzent of one of America's greatest shrines.
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Anna Coxe Toogood, "Piscataway Park, Maryland, General Historic Background Study,"
National Park Service, 1969. Contains bibliography.
8. K. Latrobe. The Journal of Latrobe. New York, 1905.

J. U. Niemcewicz. Under Their Vine and Fig Tree. Elizabeth, X.J.
George Washington. Writings of Washington.

F{JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA " . :
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY A 21 6 5 3

UTM REFERENCES

o Al,8) 131241 6 0 [£.218:5158 d sh_,_g_l Bb.s‘ 2.0] la2!s 4l o g

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
clissl b bsbwol lew2lgialzid pl1,8] Bbekvanl lazlgiolayd

YEERCABXIN AR PR ISR
E 18/323440/428225’.\0 F 18/321080/4282240 G 18/318320/4282580 & 18/317560/425815¢E0

I 18/316850/4282720 J 18/316890/4283680 K 18/322170/4285530

VERBAL BOUX ’DARY DESCRIPTION: The National Register boundary is t‘m* o‘ the parik.
See ‘ericlosed iand acqu"51t10n map (two sheets).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATZ OF COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE , _ CcoDE COUNTY _ ccos -
Maryland 24 3 Charles 149
STATE COOE COUNTY coot
=TT s W= T T R Prince Georges Nz
E aFOR\/I PREPARED BY -
NAME 7/ TITLE
Paul Goeldner, Historical Architect: Barrvy Mackintach Ticeorinn 3/12/79
i DAaT:

ORGANIZATION

National Capital Region, Natiopal Park Service (202 LDA_READ
STREET & NUMBEFR TELEFHONE
1100 Ohio Drive S.%. -
CITY OR TOWN STATE
‘Washineton nr 20240

1 3 ‘.‘: s 5 N ~' l '-3 -
EZ CERTIFICATION OF NOMI‘\JATION(Pat; a“tg:agfil;-l e e
ION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION O’FFIC RECOMMENDATI
YES__ _ NO_ NONE____

STATE MISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11583, | hereby nominate this property to the Nationz! kegister. cem:fying that the Siate
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which 10 presen: the nomination to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaiuated level of significance is N}gonal State X tLocal

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE -;/(,\,_,.., L_,' //

TITLE @,/ 7. Yloend @/,, ,J,.LCZ 4,'://«/ o o TE 4/ /f/ Z/

FOR NPS USEONLY ¢ _
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NAT:ONAngSTER

2 /,,4. < Wr__"’ e 529

ANDHISIGRS G—PRE‘S“L"*IH}.N s Wl 330wl e
DATE ~

ATTEST. : A
}\ -KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

. ’,-' ',”—'-vt-,~




CACTUS -
HILL

PISCAT

Park

WASHINGTON
"|ESTS

PISCATAYAY  paey
HILLS

A'VERT
MAMR

|

T F
CACTUS
HILL IV BRYAN PO
o |
'pA MOYAONE
_ RESERVEY, TREEV
kil ESTS
ia_
J : MINGTON ACC
\ % ROAD ESTS (] R
ACCOKLIK Accel NORTH
LAWN e ACCOKEEK ot - ACCORT LK
!a o\Y :-iu- d 73
o L e o4 ACCOKEE g
Nbhd | e
—+— Park Acoei
A
\ —

l %_% [BriievuE



o [T

J

PA O MOYAONE o N
. RESERVEY/ TR B 5 SPRE
¥ b o 1N o Py
e e ¢ oltar
_"5,-,' Ty
L . ) e
o

ACCUKI L K |
LAWIN |

\
_}_

i



"
=) At
o \ A pamona

NS s NEE

N \
NS W
2N NS

N

@ 20T
i ) g WLy




K}
= W
g g g g g g Essssgssesse. § geznsss
i W S 60
| o by e e b ey e e kelaba
STTT T T T T T T T T T T [T T o T T T [ T T T T oy AT ITor ooy oo oY .w._ g
g g g s .

|
H H g g g g

MN 1T 199G

Pt

GRS )N

J R = 3] P
//J-\\\W,./AMI..I.I\A:“\ SN,
4 VA i 3 .
RN o A /(N = \&=t
A~ 2NN TR E [ BN N

3




