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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
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Building Date: 

Building Name: St. James Hill 

Location: 14200 Livingston Road, Piscataway, Maryland 

ca. 1834 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description 

St. James Hill is a multi-part building consisting of very old and 
very new components, which now makes up a large and complex private resi
dence. The two principal sections, the brick central block and the frame 
section on the south, probably date from the early nineteenth century. 
The central block is built of brick; it is two-and-one-half stories, three 
bays by one, side gabled, and faces roughly west. Entrance is in the 
third bay of the three-bay main west facade, which is sheltered by a 
modern monumental two-story pedimented portico with fluted metal columns. 
The bricks of the main west facade are laid in Flemish bond. The other 
elevations are laid in 5:1 American bond. Windows are modern replacements. 
Two gable dormers break through the west plane of the roof. A one-bay 
one-story hyphen connects the central block to the one-and-one-half story 
frame structure which was originally freestanding. This frame section, 
which has been totally renovated, is connected by a modern breezeway to a 
small old kitchen building; a short distance behind the kitchen is a free
standing smoke house. In the 1980's a balancing north wing was built, 
reflecting the features of the south wing. 

Significance 

St. James Hill is a complex building, made up of a brick central 
block flanked by an early frame dwelling and a modern replica of it on the 
other side. St. James Hill was the home of Dr. Benedict J. Semmes, who 
had served in both the Marylnd House of Delegates and the U.S. Congress. 
In 1834, after retiring from the House of Representatives, Semmes pur
chased 850 acres of St. James Hill; it is probably at this time that he 
built the brick Greek Revival style dwelling, attaching it to the corner 
of an earlier side-gabled building. Benedict Semmes died in 1863 and the 
plantation was divided among his children; in 1869, it was sold to Joseph 
Hofstetter, and remained the Hofstetter home place into the 1930's. 
During the Depression the house stood vacant for many years. St. James 
Hill was purchased in 1937 by H. Curly Boswell, who undertook the first 
major renovation. The frame section was moved a short distance, and a 
connecting hyphen constructed to join it to the brick main block. The 
house was again in need of repair when Boswell's heirs sold it to the 
present owner in 1976. A portico has been built on the west facade of the 
brick section, and a balancing wing was built on the north, reflecting the 
lines of the old frame section. The resulting complex house incorporates 
two early dwellings, and is a prominent landmark in rural Prince George's 
County. 

Acreage: 24.037 acres 
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DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic St. James Hi 11 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 14200 Livingston Road _ not for publieation 

city.town Clinton _ vicinity of congressional district 4 

state Mar:t:land county Prjn~~ G~Qrg~·~ 

3. Classification 
C•tegory Ownership Status Present Use 
_district _public ~occupied _ agriculture _museum 
~ bulldlng(s) _Lprivate _un~cupied _commercial _park 
_structure _both _ work in progress _educational .....lL private residence 
_site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _religious 
_object _In process _yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 

_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted _ industrial _ transportation 
~not applicable ~no _military _other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name William Briesmaster 

street & number 14200 Livingston Road telephone no. : 

city, town Clinton state and zip code Maryland 20735 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber 5137 

street & number Main Street folio 628 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tltle Prince George's Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

mite 1981 _federal _ state -lL county _ local 

deposltoryforsurveyrecords Historic Preservation Conmission c/o MNCPPC 

ctty, town Upper Marl bore state Maryland 



7. Description Survey No. PG#84-1 

Cllecllone C~Uon 
_excellent 
_good _,.., 

Chaellone 
- deteriorated ~.,.....,. 
_rulna _....,_ 

-,- ortgiNll alte frame section moved 
_ moWd dllte of move 

_unexpoHd after 1937 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the reaource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

St. James Hill is a multi-part building consisting of very old and 
very new components, which now makes up a large and complex private 
residence. The two principal sections, the brick central block and the 
frame section on the south, probably date from the early nineteenth 
century. 

The central block is built of brick; it is two-and-one-half stories, 
three bays by one, side gabled, and faces roughly west. This section has 
a side-hall-and-single-parlor plan. Entrance is in the third bay of the 
three-bay main west facade through a modern glazed and panelled door which 
has a single 1 ight transom, surmounted by a. fl at arch 1 intel. The door 
has a narrow molded surround, and panelled jambs and soffit. The main 
west facade is sheltered by a modern monlJllental two-story pedimented 
portico with fluted metal columns; the wide shallow pediment is sided with 
white metal with a louvered bullseye window. 

The bricks of the main west facade are laid in Flemish bond, and 
appear to have been sandblasted and repainted; the other elevations are 
laid in 5:1 American bond. Windows are modern replacements, with insets 
to simulate 9/9 on the first story and 6/6 on the second. They have 
splayed flat arches, plain wood sills and louvered grained metal shutters. 
Two gable dormers break through the west plane of the roof; the small 6/6 
dormer windows have segnentally curved upper sashes and are framed by 
molded pilasters with returned cornices. 

The gable roof is covered with brown asbestos shingle. The cornice 
is hidden on the west facade by the portico roof, but on the east (rear) a 
corbelled brick cornice is visible: one course of brick set in sawtooth 
design over one crown of projecting stretchers. Plain raking boards at 
the gable ends are painted white. There is one flush chimney at the ridge 
at the north gable end. 

Interior is a stairhall on the south, which opens into one large 
parlor on the north. The stair has been replaced; it now has a metal 
trellis-type rail. The single north chimney serves a fireplace centered 
in the north wall of the parlor; the wood mantel has a plain frieze over 
fluted pilasters. The door and window surrounds are early Greek Revival 
in style, with slightly convex bullseye corner blocks, and beveled frieze 
with a narrow central channel. 

A one-bay one-story hyphen connects this brick central block to the 
other historic section of this house: a one-and-one-half story frame 

._,, ---- - - - --- -----------
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structure which was originally freestanding. This frame section.has been 
totally renovated; the iwo-room interior has all new materials. It is 
four bays by two, 40 by.15 feet, and has a gable roof. Entrance is now in 
the third bay of the main four-bay south facade; through a modern door 
with a single light transom and a beaded surround. ·Access to this door is 
by a concrete stoop with lateral steps and metal trellis railing. Siding 
is of plain horizontal board painted white. Windows are 2/2 double hung 
sash with louvered grained metal shutters painted brown. This building 
rests on a high brick foundation which encloses a basement under the west 
two bays, accessible by a small gabled entry vestibule. The gable roof is 
covered with brown asbestos shingle; there are four hip-roof dormers in 
the south plane of the roof and two in the north. At each gable end of 
this small frame building is an exterior brick chimney with weatherings 
above first story level, freestanding above the weatherings. The chimney 
at the east gable end is now enclosed inside a modern one-story breezeway 
which connects the frame building with the old kitchen. 

The kitchen is 14-1/2 feet square with gable roof; it is one bay by 
two, and rests on a brick foundation, has plain horizontal board siding 
painted white, and brown asbestos shingle on the roof. Entrance is on the 
west through the modern breezeway. This building had served as a separate 
kitchen until the installation of a modern kitchen in the 40-foot frame 
section; it now serves as pantry/storage space. 

A short distance east of the (originally) freestanding kitchen 
building is a small 10-1/2 foot square hip-roof smoke house. This small 
building, moved from another location, now serves as a bath house for the 
swimming pool recently installed in the east yard. 

In the 1980 1 s a second frame wing was constructed to adjoin the brick 
central block on the north, creating a balanced symmetrical five-part 
building when viewed from the west. The new north wing repeats the 
features of the old south wing (i.e. dormers, connecting hyphen, etc.) but 
does not have chimneys. On the main west gable end of the new north wing, 
a one-story projecting bay with 9/9 windows takes the place of the 
exterior chimney of the south wing. 

The house at St. James Hill stands on a high point of land 
overlooking the valley of Piscataway Creek. There are fenced paddocks on 
lower ground to the north and south. A long drive approaches the house 
from Livingston Road; it is lined with fluted metal light posts. There 
are hollies and large shrubbery in both the east and west lawns. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#84-1 

Period AN•• of SlwnfflcW• Check and )U8tffy below 
- pr9hlatoric _ archeology-prehlatoric _ community ptMnlng _ land1cape wchltecture_ religion 
-1~1411 
-1500-1511 
-1~1111 
_1100-1111 
_x_1eoo-1111 _, ... 

_ archeology-hlatoric _ conurntion - law - IClll'ICO 

)( agrlcultuN - ecGIKMnlc:a - llt8rature - ICUlpturo 
_ architecture _education _ mHtwy _ IOdlll/ 

- art - engineering - ""'* ........ bri8n 
_ c:omnwco _ explor•donl..ulemeld phHoeophy U..• 
_ communlc:allol• _ lnduatry _ poHtlcalgovommont tr8I 1pa talion 

_Invention ~ ~ (epoctty) 

ca. 1834 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B __ c __ D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

St. James Hill is a complex building, made up of a brick central 
block flanked by an early frame dwelling and a modern replica of it on the 
other side. The complex includes also a small kitchen building, attached 
by means of a modern breezeway; the main facade is dominated by a massive 
two-story pedimented portico. 

St. James Hill, patented in 1663 to Captain James Neale, came into 
the possession, late in the eighteenth century, of John Fraser Bowie.I 
Bowie lived at Leith, a short distance to the north on the edge of the · 
village of Piscataway; during Bowie's ownership, buildings at St. James 
Hill included only an overseer's house, four slave quarters, a corn house, 
and three tobacco barns.2 When John Fraser Bowie died in 1815, he left 
all of his real estate to his wife, Elizabeth Ann Bowie 3 and the 
plantation was purchased in 1834 by Benedict J. Semmes.4 Semmes had 
attended the Baltimore Medical School and graduated in 1811. He had been 
elected to the Maryland House of Delegates and served from 1825 to 1828. 
In 1829 he was elected to the U.S. Congress and served in the Twenty-first 
and Twenty-second Congresses.5 In 1834, after retiring from the House of 
Representatives, he purchased 850 acres of St. James Hill and adjoining 
tracts. It is probably at this time that he built the brick Greek Revival 
style dwelling, attaching it to the corner of an earlier side-gabled 
building already standing on the property, and this became the Semmes home 
place; Semmes was later elected (1842-43) to the Maryland State Senate; he 
farmed the land and practiced medicine in the area. 

Benedict Semmes died in 1863 and the plantation was divided among his 
children. Parts of St. James and Edelen•s Hog Pen totaling 370 acres 
were sold by Celestia Semmes, daughter of Benedict J. Semmes, to Joseph 
Hofstetter in 1869.6 St. James Hill remained the Hofstetter home plac7 
into the 1930 1 s. During the Depression the Hofstetters lost the farm, 
and the house stood vacant for many years. It was in badly deteriorating 
condition when it w~s photggraphed in 1936 as part of the Historic 
American Buildings Survey. . It was purchased in 1937 by H. Curly Boswe 11, 
who undertook the first major renovation.9 The frame section was moved a 
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short distance to the southeast, and a connecting hyphen constructed to 
join it to the brick main block. The smoke house was also moved to its 
present location behind the freestanding ki.tchen. For many years the 
two-part dwelling served as a summer residence for Boswell's elderly 
relatives. · 

The house was again in need of repair when Boswell's heirs sold St. 
James Hill to the present owner in 1976. Since that time, the frame 
section has been rebuilt on the interior with new materials, the separate 
kitchen has been connected to it by a modern breezeway, and a two-story 
portico has been built on the west facade of the brick section. The smoke 
house was also repaired to serve as a bath house. 

Later, a balancing wing was built on the north, reflecting the lines 
and features of the old frame section. The resulting large and complex 
house is now composed largely of new materials, but it incorporates two 
early dwellings as well as two small outbuildings, and is a prominent and 
handsome landmark in rural Prince George's County. 

Notes 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Prince George's County Will #1:571 

Federal Direct Tax, 1798. 

Prince George's County Will TT#1:140 

Prince George's County Deed AB#9:291 

Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1971. 

Prince George's County Equity #452; Prince George's County Deed 
HB#2:774, 776. 

Prince George's County Deed #423:184 

HABS Photos #115, HABS MD. 17-PISC. v 1-1,2. Library of Congress 

9 Prince George's County Deed #474:249 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreege of nomlnmt~~~rty 24,037 acres 
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state· Code county 

state Code county 

11. Form Prepared By · 

namettltle Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

PG Historic Preservation Co111T1ission 
organization c/o MN CPPC 

street & number #4010 CAB 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

date J ur:u~ mas 
telephone 952-3521 

state Maryl and 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was· officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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CONGRESS ONAL DISTRICT 
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CITY l'OWN 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
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X..STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQ.UISITION 
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_ BEING CONSIDERED 
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NAME 
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X - OCCVPIEO 

- UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
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--AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDl NC.l 
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11REPRESENTA TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

P.G. Inventory of ~is~oric Jites 
DATE 
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X EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_fAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSE D 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ ORIGINAL SITE 

X.MOVED DATE 8 t4• ..,. 19? 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St . ,Tt>mes Hill is o ;; ·o- .i:>:::trt hous"" : an .: i -"hC.::::n-th cen

tury .·r·•J"'le ~· c ~ion Pnd .... n e~ rly "ine1;een r;h cen"Lury brick 

s true ture buil 1: "' .. ri }1;; : n les ~ o i:; . ~he one- · nd- onc-

hal f - s cor;.r 'r;-roie s-l'U<;tU!'e i~ 'otir bc.yS ·aide , with the 0 11tr.11ce 

in -;he 1,'1ird 0[1)' o .. : r,!1c .;o.--.;h -·~.c· ·e . _'r.ere is an ex .;er ior 

chin"ley at each _: ... hli:. end . 1!1 ere :•re four ciorl!ler.-;; on the 

south slope of the roof . 

~he t··:o- and- one- hr>lf'- story r .ain h~1Jse is a :h.ree- b;:iy 

brick structure ·with ~flush chimney at "the north gable end . 

The west (main) facade is laid in 1i'lemish bond , and the 

entrance is in its ~hird bay . On the west s lope of the 

roof are two dormers • ,ri th elliptic el arches . 

CONTINUE ON- SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1 400 1499 

-1500· 1599 

_1600 1699 

X...1700- 1799 

X..1 800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANC.E ··CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEULUliY PREHISTORIC COMMUNITY PLANNING LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC _CONSEIH/ATION LAW SCIENCE 

->GRICULTURE _ ECOl'< CMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

~RCHITECTURE - EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ART _ENG NEERING _ MU SIC _THEATER 

_COMMERCE _eXPLORATIONrSETTLEMENT . PHILOSOPHY _ TllANSPORTATION 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY POLITICS GOVERNMENT .;<_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVEl'.TION local Lis,,,ory 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.rhe St . J'Ulles true t ·:ms pa cen ted to Cap"Gain James Leale 

in 166 3 . ~arly in i;he 18th <.:f'r_tury it c ... ne in-::o "the hai ds 

of Reverend .John Fraser , v1ho had oeen inouc ';ed ns the first 

rector of Pisc~taway Pnrish in 1710. Reverend •'r".l.sar 1ied 

in 1742 Ftnd +h?. est -t te nw.::::ed ~o h is child!'en and i.hcn to 

his r r :mdson , Dr . John ··'rn~er Tio·Nie . 1 '.l.'he ori~inal dwelling 

hou~e must have oeen destro. red be_~ore 1798 , :or no dwellin0 

house o an, v...,- .le is recor(lcd on St . Ja!Jes '1.'t v11a'ti 'ti 1e . 

I'he nr esent brick house ,·1ao p::cou· nl:v ouil Ii in iihe eflrly 

ye~rs of the 19th cen~ury (before nowie ' s death in 1815) 

ard at cached at the corner to t1:c simple frFl.!lle s true cure 

already on the site . 

Dr . Benedict J . Sem.~es ~C1Jired S~ . Ja~es in 1834 , 

afi;er having served si ~{ ye:~r3 as a P . S . Congressman . ~hortly 

af-cer his deai;h in 18o3 , the esi;"te .1as sold by nis daughi;er 

to Joseph Hostetter, vt:iose e escendruits held the proper'ty 

until 1935 . 2 At thi s til"le , the structures were in deter

iorating condi'tion , but in 1930 Lorena !>Oswell purcna:;.ed 

the property , and tier brother oegan restoraiiion work on 

it . The frame section vms moved a short distar1ce iiO the 

southe .. st , 8nd a hyphen wns ouilt to connect it to che oouth 

end o~ the brick si;ructure . .:he ~resent owners have acain 

refuroished the house , and it is no1:1 a proninent and 

at. tractive land·.,ark . 

1. 'Nills #1 : 333 ; T" 1:.-.cl ; 'f? 1:140 
2 . :Deeds A-0·9 : 291 , 293 ; :13 1 2 : 776 ; Equity #452 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Deed 
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Dend 
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,/il l i m:r. .' . 'lri es"1£ ster 'to 1,'.'illiam I . 
Bri es~a~=~r Jr . _., ux ; ~4 . 04 acres 

'.'illi2:.t 1: . ~0'3\Wll t.O Yilli'tr.l ··1 . 
13ri e~n.,s ti _ .. : 21 . 04 ac!·es 
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Bo~v.n~ll ; 23 . 95 P.Cr~s , per ~horne survey 
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Lots = 1 u: ,, 2 of ~ i: • • ;:1m.-s plus vact..r1cy , 
1537. , - 95 - 32: acres . 

,Toseph Jlostetter to Annie ::~ . Eostet:.~.r ; 
Pll lo~s ~11ot~~i to Celestia SPU es in 

!.Vif'iO"' o~· :-e·1l estate of 11er u~ci:>·1sed 
:'atl1er , )!' . -~erL1i c't ..T . Senmes ("'":quity ,,!452) 
inc lurl. inG ~,o !;s 1 & #2 and vncancy . 



H 2 : 7 7 6 
1b .. 07 1869 
Deed 

PB-12 :774 
5 Hov 1069 
Deed 

¥45 2 
28 Se p-c 1865 
~q_ui t:y 

A:3 1l9 : 291 
15 Dec 1834 
Deed 

A"B- 0 : 2q3 
10 ' cc i 834 
'Jeed 

rr ·t1: 140 
24 -June 1815 
'/ill 

' 1: 571 
1.1 'e b 1765 
.'/ill 

'l1 : )33 
Jlov 1742 
.'I ill 

Q :621 
29 Dec 1732 
Deed 

C·"lc>stio. ~ I 
370 acres or : . . 
-2 nnd vac~nc~· 

1 of -'i .,le , co .. t 1<1 
T·une~; Hill , P . -:; . ,~84 -1 

to ,·o.· ph Hos"t; -:tter ; 
1,_nes , including -.. ots 1 , 

!'e:- · rn~:~ "': " . ildr- "3ra,·:nen ~o Gel .s-cia 
ue~ .. s ; 231· a ·rcs of 1:1..d ~m; of es-;;r~~e 
01' ~:.cir t'at! er Dr . "'t:meo ~ct .j . 8em-~es 

Division :,.nonG heirs of real estace of 
~.r . Benedict .• . ''• t"'1es (died 1C35 3 intet>ta-:;P) ; 
231 ~ .. acres o' Tt··nes etc . ;;o '1augh--...-- r 
··a-:;ilda r1·::l;n~ ll j 140? acres of ...;-;; . Ja.;es 
i:o"':;c . to daugh r Celestia Sem:nes 

::1hOTJ"S ·:undel 1 to n medic t ... • • Ser-::nPS ; 
Sr, , ,T,.:71~·· · .cl !>'lru of ."fucle ' s Adven':;ure , 
708 acrf's ; ~11 lnrt or' r >al ~S":;<.i Ga of Joh.Yl 
·ii . 30.,·1ie , iec .,~·<Jct , ·11 i ch i!undell bou ·:it from 
Sconuscrcet , v ~stE e ; excep~ for~ acre used 
as t;r~ve,y;:rd u:· .. undcll 

::ichol '1s Ston ~st.re t , ..:rus :e~ co .:.1ho::a-:s 
~-.t .• -i .;ll ; :h:mcer." ~'') ri; appoinced. ~toLesr.ree"., 
<;o 3:12. _:- .. o.l •!"t Je o!.' .Tohn •' . 90·1ie ; ~old 
sa::d lat: ... ..., ····1de~ J 29 -·ov 1831 , no:: ..!xec·.t: s 
-;;l1isde~1 : J . TU"'1lS , "3:c . d47~cres 

.:'est a °'.;O!' J ,Tc: r _. 1 • no.vie j prop !'"i;:,r !:0 ·,i;if e 
3li:r.abf!'th ilnr. ~01·1iC! ; m .:n ~ions u..11se ~ 11led 
accounts be"· f'en h imself ~mi bro;;her- in
law ~homns : ·unc] ell . 

~~si;ator , ;, or · '2~Pser : 1/3 of ~t . . T-:nes 
~o nepher1 John ~r: scr Bowie ; 1/3 ol.· St . 
J?mes to sis t ~r v .~ .... linda (who devises i t 
to nephe:.r .J . •' . no•:1ie , ·.:.1 :!1 : 78) , ; and 1/3 
to brother- in- l n·:1 r ~or .;e 1raser H~··1kins 
{-t.•hose daugh-ter Pnrries .To'1n ;i . Bovfie) . 

?es~ator , JOL'!"l 1r'1s~ r , {ector o.: ::inb 
George Pari c-}1 ; con t"ir .s de ..?d o.' i;i:'t -to 
son George . 

Jo!!!l ~raz~r , J 0 ctor of King Georbe ~ris~ , 
and •:li..:'e 'r.r e ; 'to son Geort;e ~·rezpr , 
St . -~arnes , 2l·i acr e:..; 



I 
FRINCE GEoru-;1. • ;. roLH~TY 

P.G Cou~ty SJr~ry ~ 04-1 

·- - -----·-- -
Locr!t ion 1420t) J.1vi:1g::i,on Hor11i, - -----·---~ 

.. ---· 

·nid ld l; i:, r:;')rl:y 19til c . 

I I I • 

S1.i . cTi.:un<.?s Hill i s n c.vo-p.irt, l 1 1 )11~a? : :01 !L:ht,,:r•nLh c ent,ury l.
0 r un:.c 

s~ction c..nd an e·1rly ninct<'<'lll.h "!~nt.n:·.v bri'!k :;~ru<!t.urc ouilt at 
right Rngles to it . 'L'lte one- incl--onn-tt·1l r :1 t.or.v 'ramn s tru<' turc is 
i'vur bays wide, with the lmtrnnc:r. ln l.l1r> t.hircl oa,y or the aoul·h 
fac..lde . Thc.~d i~ an ext.:rior cli.i:mwy .11. •'Hct. ~able ·Hld. l'hnre arc 
four dormers on the Aou t.h ol op·~ or r,IH~ 1·00 f' . 

'I'hc two-and- one-half s tor,y mn in llowH? ; :; n t.hree bay brick 
o-t-ructure wi th flush chi1mcy nt, th· north t~nt 10 <m<l . ihP. \lent 
(mn.in) facadl.J is laid in l11lcrnif'l1 llmid, :111d Lit•! m 1.r·.mr:e i '; in i to 
t'lird orry . On the we:.Jt olopc of° th1! rool' 11r·! r.wo clorm0r~1 wich 
~llipticul arches . 

The St . 1Tmnes tract was p;1.1.1'11 t.·!<i l.o C!apl.nin ,fatne!J Neale in 
1663 . ~nrly in the 18th c •ntur;,' it, r::inw tnl.o Lt 0 hnnds of Rev . John 
:r·raser, who hnri bc~n inductcrl ar> tlw l'i r: :t. r·nct0r oi' nisc~i .. :1mly 
rarish in 1710. Hev. J•'rnscr ciiui jn 1'/~ ~~ nnr! l,h~ p·: t:tte pnt;:;n,l to 
h .. s chillrm :md th m t,o nis r·m lf·on, )r· •• Jc,iin 1•'r11~1 !r Bo·uic . 'rhc 
original dwelling hotnc Muot hnv .. bc•.''1 i "" t.1·oy0<i. b" fore 1708 , f'or no 
dwclline; houue of al1j vaJuc i.n r< <' nrl<d nn ~;t . ,r·uncn ·1t th'l.t l.ime. 
The ~r :.sent b.,..ick ho11se :mr- rr0b nly i11il t. in th1? <"1 rl.Y y.Jar:1 of the 
1<jth century (~cforc B0wie 1o de •tit i.n l ~I'>) !lll(l 'lt;V1ched .l11 t.ne cori. <.?r 
to the sirrplc. frame structurl' <11 re;'d .v on t,ilc nit~. 

Dr. Bcncd.ic~ .r. f.cmmc~ 11cqui1·1·d :;1, •• J:in 1 r ! ~t n 1Cf5~, nft; ... u: h avi!1L 
oervr•d G;X .f(H'lrs ··r an . ~; . Con~!·~.;~;n:m . I~} or-tl.Y I \ t : t' t•iG dcr!.th in 
1P63, the c.;t.at.e wn::> sold l>v hi '1 daugh ti ,! t' Lo ,Jo~· ph llof;t.:tt:.cr, w11os~ 
(:coccndnnts tleld the propert.v unt il 1<) "~ 1 >. l\t t,h · ~, tire , Lhr otrui::-
tu:r1.;s v.~re •n oetl!r1oratin6 c ,1.d1t,io~l , lnll. jn 1 'J>I> Loren!\ Lonwcll 
purchnsed the property , nncl hr r br·o th<',.' li"gan l <'! t\J"' ti on work on it. 
'11he l'rn:ne r;ection wns moved n. !'!1P1·t di~;t:111c:c! to 1.1111 :-:outhe1:·t, ':!.flu 

•, 

u Hyphen was ut~il t t.o connec L 1 t t.o t.hc! .·llu t.h !'THI ol° t.h1! orick n tJ·uc
ture . 'l'he pre~ent owner:; 'l'l'f•! a •::1in r• l'11rh1.;hccl t.h1! h011:.c, and it. 
d0\1 n promincn t ar~d at t; 1 • ic ti v <' 1 nn<l mn.rk . .. ··-. 

'· 
# - ' ' ... • 

' I 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

I 70.L/!5'"~3~</ 
I ) l/.;4 -1 r-rr· i.) 

U.'.NAME'}·:··············· .•· . ~ . ··>···. . ,:·•· .... .... .·: . 
... ., 

. .. .· . . 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

St. James Hill 
12. LOCATlOM 

.. 

. .. '• . ·• .. ..... . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

14200 Livingston Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE I COUNTY: . 

Marv land Prince George's 
f3. Cl.ASSIFICATtON 

. 
. . 

. . . 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(CheeA: One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: 0 Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Pracess ~ Unoccupied 
0 RHtrlctecl 

0 Object 0 Bath O Being Conaidered 0 Preaervation wark 
0 UnrHtricted 

In pragre•• ~Na 

PRESENT USE (Checl One or More ee Approprlete) 

0 Agricultural 0 Governrne nt 0 Pork 0 Transportation 0 Comment. 

0 Commereiol 0 lnclustriol 0 Prl vat• Residence .I\, Other (Sp.cl ty) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religiou• acant 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum· 0 Scientific Vandalized 

f-4. •OWNER OF PROPERTY .· 
·.· '::··· · .. : ... . · . ... 

., .. , •. •·•••··•··· :>\ 
UWNER's NAME: 

Boswell 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I 
U· t.OCATIOHOFLEGA.LDESCRIPTION · .. · ··, ·.· .... '•: ...•. ... ···:·.>·:· .. •.:c:· ...... ······-.... ..•. ...... ·'·'M', ·/ 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEE05, ETC: 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I ·Unner Marlboro Maryland 
ritle Reference of Curr~nt n'°'""n (Bnnlc & Pa. t} : 

l~l . ~fi:PRESENTATION IN .EXISTING SURVEYS .. ·• ···:./:·<··•>.(':::"" •.. .... 
- . . ..• ... """' ·-·~·rt 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

J.t; c: +-nr; r- zi..,..,,,,..; r-::in B11; l rH n,.,.c ~i1rvev 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1Q36 Ii Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROSr 

Library of Congress 
STRltET ANO NUMaER: 

10 First Street SE 
CITY OR TOWN1 rTATE1 I Washington, DC 



...----------------------------------------------,..,,~_,,..."""-7 

f7. oe~CRf?TION 

CONDITION 
0 E.xcellent 0 Good 

(Check One) 

I!! Foir 

(Checlt One) 

0 Oeterioroted 

. •·•. : .. .. .. 

0 Ruina 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Checlt One) 

Iii Altered 0 Uncltered I 0 Moved ii Originol Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> ~o ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a two story, brick structure with a 

three bay main (west) facade and a flush gable chimney at 

the north end. It is laid up in Flemish bond on the main 

facade and common bond on the sides and rear. The facade 

is three bays with the entrance in the south bay. The 

reveals are. panelled and there is a transom light above the 

door. The jack arches above the openings are 1-1/2 stretchers 

tall. The windows on the first floor are 9/6 double hung 

sash and on the second floor 6/6 double hung sash. There are 

two A-roofed dormers on the main facade. The cornice consists o 

of a row of bricks set saw-tooth like. 

In plan, the house had a south end hall with one room 
.1:-. '· 

~o the north. The staircase rises along the south wall of the 

nall; the posts are tapered and the ballusters rectangular. 

~he door and window frames are moulded with circle blocks at 

~he corners. The doors have flat panels and are grained. 

To the south of the house is a 1-1/2 story wing set 

at right angles to the house. It has external end chimneys. 

tn plan it has a central hall and parlors. 

Behind the house is a small, square, hipped-roof storage 

~uilding. It is framed with mortise, tenon, and pegged hewn 

nembers. Tie beams run from plat to plate and support a king 

)Ost, on which the top ends of the rafters are supported. 

(Cont'd. on following page ••• ) 
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fa. StGHfFICAHCE 

PERIOD (Checlc One or lllor• •• Appropdal•) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISJ (lfAppllcable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SllO..,IFICANCE (Checlc One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 P ,.hi• toric 0 Engineering 

0 Hi•toric 0 lnduury 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Alt Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literoture 

0 Cornmunicotions 0 Military 

0 Conaervation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

fiJ 19th Century 

Politiccil 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia l/Humon• 

itorion 

Theater 

Tronsportotion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

West of the house is a twentieth century, colonial revival 

garden building. It is frame, with siding beveled to 

resemble stone. Each face has a round arched window 

with keystone surround. The roof is a semi-~spherical 

dome. 

A number of cast iron lamp posts stand in the 

gardens. 

. /. 

• I : ~ •. I ~·. '\ •• ... . ~:.,_I : ~ 

PS - 7011 



Pl· ~JOR 81BLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -·:-:··· ··~' :• . -:: ~- ·\·'· ····<:•>· -.+··.·- ···'·:·•. .•. :>:· .... :;;, 
'· .. 

·f'lo. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ... 
I LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.ce>nds 
NW 0 . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 

-
<;W 0 . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

' :Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

I 

Ml.: FORM PREPARED BY ·..:.· •··• .. ·"·············'··· 
.. ·· ..... · ·>> . · . · .. , . /·· ... 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

('hristopher Owens, Park Historian - - ·t.-::::'.' . ·,1: ·-. - -. .: __ . -- ... - . - -
ORGANIZATION 

ICATE 

J1-NCPPC 31 Julv 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

na1 Georgia Avenue: --·- - ' .- -- -· -· 
CITY OR TOWN: ,STA TE I Silver Sprinq M~rvl ~nn 

~State Liaison Officer Review: . (Office Use Only) 
- .. - ' - - .. ---

Significance of this property is: - National D State D Local D -

Signature 
-
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Historic American Buildings Survey 
John O. Brostrup, Photographer 

VIFJN FRO~.! NORT2::r::-T (front) 

.. / 

April 14, 1936 
1: 25 P • .M. 
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(Near) Piscataway. Maryland 
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5 137 :628 
2 Aug 1979 
Deed 

4627 :437 
11 June 1976 
Deed 

4506 :829 
18 June 1975 
Deed 

432:422 
18 J;m 1936 
Deed 

426 :57 
16 July 1935 
need 

423 : 184 
16 July 1935 
Deed 

96 :467 
16 Oct 1913 
Partition 

HB1113 :66 
13 Dec 1877 
Deed 

CHAIN Of' TI'.PLE 

S'f • J Al\IES HILL 

P .G . #84-1 

William w. Briesmaster t o William w. 
Briesmaster Jr . et ux ; 24 . 04 acres 

William H. Boswell to William W. 
Briesmaster ; 24 . 04 acres 

Camille V. Boswell to William H. 
Boswell ; part of St . James known as the 
Hostetter farm , ca. 23 . 95 acres (Camille 
Doswell is ancillflry ad!!linistratrix of 
Lorena Roswell , who died poss~ssi;u of 
23 . 95 acre Hostetter farm) 

·,'/illiam B. Streater et ux to Lorena 
Boswell ; 23 . 95 RCr:?s , per .:'home survey 

Philip & Cora :.!ill er to .lilliam 3 . 
Strei' ter ; Lots -i1 & #2 of ~-;; . James , 
130 acres 1:.rhich W'l.S ovmed oy llostetters 
(96 : A >7) f: · 11~ich I.liller~; ac,1uire<l from 
Sheriff Bell 

(Streater in 474 : 249 sells 113 acres 
of St . J r.J!les -co Richard Boswell) 

Sheriff J . Guy Bell 'to ~hilip l:iller ; 
130 acres , Lots #1 & #2 ot St . James , by 
decree of court to sell real estnte of 
Horace J . Hostetter (#15 Judicials , Bank 
of Brandywine vs . Horace J . Hos~e1;:;er) 
s:une land as 96 : 46 7 

~.1il ton & :sor:ia Hostetter to Horac e J . 
Ho$tetter ; since noth parties are heirs 
of Annie :: . Hostetter , who died possessed 
of real estate described in HB#13 :66, they 
now make equitable division ; Horace 6ets 
Lots # 1 & #2 of St . J?..mes plus vacancy , 
153~ , ~ 95 ~ 32! acres . 

,Joseph Hostetter to Annie 3 . Hostetter ; 
all lots allotted to Celestia Serrunes in 
division of real estate of her deceased 
father , Dr. Benedict J . Semmes (Bquity #452) 
including Lots # 1 & #2 and vacancy. 



r 

HB#2:776 
16 Nov 1869 
Deed 

HB#2 :774 
6 Nmv 1869 
Deed 

#452 
28 Sept 1865 
-C:quity 

AB 1i9 : 291 
15 Dec 1834 
Deed 

AB.!J9:293 
10 Dec 1834 
Deed 

rT 1f 1 : 140 
24 June 1815 
·;/ill 

lt1:571 
14 l<'eb 1765 
Will 

ik1 : 333 
Nov 1742 
Will 

Q :621 
29 Dec 1732 
Deed 

Chain of ritle , cor.t ' d 
St . tTame~ Hill , P . G .t/84-1 

Celestia ~ermnes to Joseph Hostetter · 
370 acres ·of St . James , including Lots /?1, 
fl2 and vacancy 

Pembroke & r.Iati lda Bravmen to Celestia 
Sermncs ; 23 1i acres of land out of estate 
of their father Dr. Benedict J. Semmes 

Division amonB heirs of real estate of 
Dr . Benedict J. Semmes (died 1863 intestate) ; 
231} acres of St . James etc . to daughter 
J.:atilda Bravmen ; 140~ acres of St . James 
etc . to naur,hter Celestia Semmes 

~homAs :.iundcll to 3::medict J . Ser'lJJles ; 
S t . J{').mes :ind prir t of .'lade ' s Adventure , 
708 acres ; ::ill p?.rt of r~al estate of' John 
··' . riowie , dec~aR·~d , ·:1hich f!undell bout.;ht from 
Stonestreet , trustee; excep~ fort acre used 
as src~vey:-~rd by ... undell 

~icholas Stonestre~t , trusted to fhoraas 
· 1und ~11 ; Chnncer:v Gour c ap:1oin ted S tonesi;reet 
to ::; !ll real :si; l'te of ,:ohn "· Howie ; sold 
SA.id land to :.iundell 29 J_~ov 183 1, nov1 cxecu tes 
t 11is rl c ~d ; ~; t . Jn.rJes , e:c . d4 7 acres 

restator , John F . Bo~ie; prop.rcy to ~ife 
Sli?.ab.:n:;h .\nn Bowie ; ffi..:!n~ions unsettled 
accounts be ~:!een himself and bro""Gher- in
law .:'ho:nr-is : :undell . 

~estator , Geor Je ?raser : 1/3 of St . James 
to nephew John Ji'raser Bowie; 1/3 of St . 
,fames to sisi;er Verlinda (who devises it 
to nephew ,T . ;1 . Bowie , ':'d1 : 78) ,; and 1/3 
to brother- in- law ~eorge .~raser Hawkins 
(whose daughter !~q,rries ,Tohn ' . Bowie) . 

:'cs t'1 tor , .Tohn ~;'11~nser, Hector of King 
George PJ.rinh ; confirms de:d of gift to 
son Gcoree . 

John •'razer , 3ector of King George Parish , 
and wife Anne ; to son George Frazer , 
St . .Tmnes , 244 acres 
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P.G. #84-1 

Piscataway Village Historic District 

St . James Hill 
Susan G. Pearl 
October 1984 
From west 
Neg: Md . Historical Tru st, Annapolis, MD . 
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