
... 

-

~.G. County Survey t 84-3' Date mid-18th cen., ca. 1810 

Building Name Piscataway Taver~ and Store 
~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~ 

Location Floral Park Road, Piscataway 

Open to Public yes X no 

Piscataway Tavern is a frame structure built.in two·section9, 
each section three bays wide. The eastern or larger section is 
2~ stories high, with an entrance in the first bay and a one 
story porch across the south front. A large exterior chimney 
rises at the north gable end, and there are two round-arched 
dormerE. on eac_~ slope of the roof. 

The west portion is l~ stories high with exterior brick 
chimney at the west gable end. There is a door in the central 
bay, but the porch which originally sheltered the south front 
has been removed. The two dormers on the south slope of the 
roof have been removed in recent years. Both sections of the 
building are presently covered with gray synthetic shingle. 
'T'1e 1936 HABS photographs show the r::tndorn width siding on 
both sections of the house, and the woodcin shingles_and porch 
on the western section. 

A large frame dwelling house, with kitchen and store house, 
stood on this property in the late eighteenth century and was 
operated as a tavern and store by Thomas Clagett until his death 
in 1792. After his deathr the lot and the "deteriorating" 
structure were sold to Clagett's brother, Nathaniel. At some 
point early in the 19th century the large dwelling and kitchen 
were replaced by the east section of the present house; only the 
smaller west section remains from the eighteenth century complex. 
In 1809, Nathaniel Clagett willed the property to his mulatto 
daughter, Fanny Oden, who continued to operate there until it was 
sold by her son in 1841. 

In the early years of this century, the building was operat
ed as a tavern and store by the Boswell family. It is presently 
occupied, but in deteriorated condition, and suffers minor but 
continuous damage by virtue.of its location on the very edge of 
a fairly steadily travelled road. 

Priv/Occ/Residence/Fair 
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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Piscataway Tavern and Store 
ANO/ OR COMMON 

[SJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

2204 Floral Park Road (Maryland Route_2_2_3~) ____________ _ 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Piscataway _ VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryl and PG 

D cLAs s1F1cA TION 

CA TEGORY OWNERSHIP STA TUS PRESENT U SE 
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC x-OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _ M USEUM 

...2illUILDING(S) ~RIVA TE - UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

_ STRUCTURE _ BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL ~RIVATE RESIDENCE 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITI ON A CCESS I B LE _ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ BEI NG CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

x-NO _ MILITARY _ OTHER 

D OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Milton Chapman & Catherine ClaGet~ Chaflr'"'WPephone # : 
STREET & NUM BER 

2204 Ploral Park Rd 
CITY TOWN STATE I zip code 

"Pisceitawav . f'id . - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC P .G. Co . Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

t.I::i.in Street 
CITY TOWN 

n'"'pPr M~rl boro :Id . 

llREPRESENTATIONINEXISTING SURVEYS 

Li ber # : 4161 
Folio #: 255 

STATE 

TITLE 
HABS ( 1936) also P . G. Co . Inventory of Historic Sites 

DATE 
1974 -FEDERAL -STATE X.COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
suAvEYRecoRDs Calvert ilFl.Ilsion, ~.'lN~P::-10 , 4811 .1iverdale Rd . 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Ri verdnle , i•Id . 20737 
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lrJ DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE_ _ 

JC FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Piscataway Tavern is a frame structure built in two sections, 
each section three bays wide. The eastern or larger section 
is 2~ stories high, with an entrance in the first bay and a 
one story porch across the south front. A large exterior 
chimney rises at the north gable end, and there are two round
arched dormers on each slope of the roof. 

The west portion is l~ stories high with exterior brick 
chimney at the west gable end. There is a door in the central 
bay, but the porch which originally sheltered the south front 
has been removed. The two dormers on the south slope of the 
roof have been removed in recent years. Both sections of the 
building are presently covered with gray synthetic shingles. 
The 1936 HABS photographs show random width siding on both 
sections of the house, and the wooden shingles and porch on 
the western section. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE fG:&Y-3 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUlii-PREHISTORIC _C0'.1M0NITY PLANNING __ L/.'WSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __ RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 JCJ..RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _Ml UT ARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

x__1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

x__1eoo-1e99 X_cOMMERCE _EXPLORAr101111sETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POL1T1CS1GOVERNMENT _OTHER <SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFICDATES I'.lid 18th cen., ca 181cJ3UILOER/ARGHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A large frame dwelling house, with kitchen and store 
house, stood on this property in the late eighteenth century 
and was operated as a tavern and store by Thomas Clagett until 
his death in 1792. After his death, the lot and the "detefiora
ting" structure were sold to Clagett's brother, Nathaniel. At 
some point early in the 19th century the large dwelling and 
kitchen were replaced by the east section of the present house; 
only the small west section remains from the eighteenth century 
complex. In 1809, Nathaniel Clagett willed the property to 
his mulatto daughter, Fanny Oden, who

2
continued to operate there 

until it was sold by her son in 1841. 

In the early years of this century, the building was 
operated as a tavern and store by the Boswell family. It is 
presently occupied, but in deteriorated condition, and suffers 
minor but continuous damage by virtue of its location on the 
edge of a fairly steadily travelled road. 

1. Chancery *58:651; Deed J:L.::~11 :447 
2. '!/ill T'I'#1 :9; Deed JB3! :419 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



• MAJOR BIBLIOGR APHICAL REFERENCES 

De as JRd~.- 11 : 447 ; .; . · . ~ 1 :41J; L•1r 1 : 156 ; J\ffii/35 : 507 
l:jquity #129i::; Cb~!."' ·~r.' 58 : 65 1 
"/il 1 s 2111 .::.1 : ; i 

CONTI NUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

El!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
A CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

---------------------------------~~~~ 
STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Susan G. Pearl 
ORGANIZATION OAlE 

P . ~ . Historical & Cultural Trust Mar ch 1981 
STREET & NU MBER TELEPHONE 

Calve:--t lJansion , 4811 Riverdale Rd . 779- 2011 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Riverdale , r.Td . 20737 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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.-aim · • los··;el 1 to .. il :.m: ~md C· ::1e ·ine 
Cla~: !; C .:-. .!_.I lrn ; 10 . ... 5 P-crc ~ in ...,iscr~.ta.:ay 
: 1 ic!~ .J r :1 ~ or lr:.'. E. ri- :d ~~!' ..... :1 oro:he r 

'>> Ol't : n C. ) _-.. ·n 11 

.: r- u ~ ~ , o.t~ , '' r or ;e ; . -30:. ::c l.l : ;;o .... .. :ot Lc r 
,T.::, .Yi ' . • 0R;·:r~l, '?11 r:s.~l estn ;;~ , h o..,~ ai.d 
1 ar.d ·or ;~i~; li::'e , -i; .t"n ~o ::iy li ~-;le .J.' r :.. :.d 
Ca tL:- Cloe;; J G 

Hele!1 :}F., ... s i:;o George C. bOSW('>ll ; 9 3/4 
acres on l10rth side + 1 acre on south side 
o:~ road +1 1ro1.t~h T'isce. tnwe.y , incluning :.o .tse 
and s~ore ai; Gached on nortn side 

,foi1.n ·_ . , George C. et al Boswells , :111 
heirs of Louisa \ . ,oswell to ~e:tn 
Gates ; land ·.1hich I.ouisa Boswell f'C 
quired by L30 : 295 

Chnrlcs ~ . ~os~ell to ~ire Louisa ~ . 
:. os·.1ell ; s~L"\C l~nd .. ' ~ich 3os·:1ell ~ c ~ , 1ired 
!ro~ J obey, parcel on north side o: road 
:Ii th dwelJ ill~ house & s~ore at .. acned 

Su::1l1lerset :J . Robey , ad"'1iJ1istrator for .i.1ho:.ias 
Y· tes i~obey , decef'Sed , 'to Charles B . los -
well ; µ~reel on the nor"th side 0£ rood 
through Pisca t'.lway '.11th dNelline; house ?.nd 
store house ~~~Rched . (~ . Y . Robey had sold 
parcel ~o rloswell , out died before execu
ting deed ; S . D . Robe~r appointed by court to 
do so) 

rhomas A . Lusby i;O .fho::ias Yates Robey ; 
two p.<>rcels on north side of road throur;h 
Piscataway ' '.Vi th dwelling house and s uOre 
at ,ached , sa.1e describea in lIB#1 : 156 

Richr-lrd :~randt & V- . K. Robe:.--ts Jr . trus-:ees 
(appointed by court to sell real est,te of 
C . ~ . tiller - eq.1ii;;r 7~ 1 295) to ~ho ms A. 
L'.1sby ; t•::o pPrc~ls on north side o:~ road , 
dwcllin_; · .o r-e ,., ,-d !:"~ore ntt;iched 

!-Ic11cl"J.ms vr: . :ill er ; Br·md t & ::toberts 
?ppoi-cte'l to ~ell :- al es-i;nte of Corne>lius 
·"' -iller 11 co.:'.! o<l::.0-...1s d vellin6 hous<J .:i th 
s"';ore ho-...se ['.1..'Yld loi; of land a t-'...nched .•• 11 
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.. B· 1 : 155 
19 r,r 18G8 
!k:::d 

.-~~"'1 1 : A 1 9 
23 .. arch 184 1 
need 

:1 :n 1 : 9 
1 F'eb 1809 
Wil l 

':.: :f51 
1no6 
Chancery 

.'Jhain of "'i "tlr-> , cont ' d 
""i .JC"" ta·:1ay ravP.rn , P . G • - 3 

,Ti l li' • t: ala I; rd ' ' Jl rS Of tTOlln 'i • 
.:1 .r;: , ::o Co.!.1 • lius .~ . . .1 ller ; 1. -:r & 

iJ01m ! • ..'->rd ~1rd in 1e50 Rgreed ;;o CO'ii.-c;i- ,0 
i1le.!' i:; 2- sto.=.y d·:;r-lling 1·uce on ~101·;.h 

side o ~ road thrO'-l~h .!Jis cB ;· ·:a;r , P' .joLYJ{'.,; 
~i . .,:.en ~.,or€ ( '~c ~pting vi1e c ·11 ~r to :;aid 
:10L.Se ; s, ).I'~ rrid c ,ller snhs~ 1·-...ently .. o~c1 • 
;;o "ille r l1y <;rus--.;ce Samuel ;Je) , ~nd "i. C• 
. ill Jr !12s p:iid purchnse price ' !1011 i1-::iJ.~:: or 
''/<)rd c1:ecu te ~.his a eed 

i;' ~· a~:iel ~ . G<lem to John :1 . .'.'nrd , lo :s .:..n 
?isc· -..a::a,,· ' . ei 1\:.; the propcr1.y l'=-'t in ub:? 
will o .• : i°' ·ariel Clageti; to :he 10LLer of 
i.~::i tlianiel C. Oden . 

~est'1.-:;or , 1•at11aniel Clagett ; to •1 :tn."'l:,r 
(yellow) 4''.u_;hter of Annaha (yc~lo.:) : 
lo-;; ~n l hnuses 11.d joining Basil •~o:/lin;; 
wfiich Claget1; bout;ht Cro;n .1ho·ns .:Juc;:;Lt , 
trustee Fppointed to sell the lnnd of 
rho :as Clagett ; Jl~thaniel Clabei;t .JC

lieves ·'anny to be his dP-ugh-'VPr . 

,:'~1n":1. s :il1c ::ett appointed to sell real 
es -tc of :·1or:ias Cl"t;et:; , dece':3sed ; in 
I:ny 1006 , -·,ucke t t sold a lot 'Ii :h a de
terior<' ~i11._: hous on it to N~1 Ghaniel 
Cla!;et'l; _·or .31400 . Cl agett agreed to let 
3asil 1m'v'lin rs i1ave part of it , to be 
divided as Clagc'tt and Bowl i ng decide ; 
final s:> .. le , .Tune 1806 . 
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P.G. #84-3 
Piscataway Village Historic District 
Piscataway Tavern 
Susan G. Pearl 
October 1984 
From east 

Neg: Md . Historical Trust, Annapolis , MD . 
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P.G . E84-3 
Piscataway Village Historic District 

Piscataway Tavern 
Susan G. Pearl 

October 1984 
From southwest 
Neg: Md . Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD . 
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