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P RINCE GEORGE ' S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SI 'I'ES SUMMARY S HEE'r 

P.G. County Survey i 84- 5 Dat e 1780 ' s -------
'rnvern 

Locati on South side or Plorul J>nrk Hd . at Piscat.:-iwav Hd ., Piscataw~y 

Open t o Public y e s x no 

'l'he Ha rdy 'l'avern , loc"t tcd on the mnin ro·1d tr•rou<Yn the old 

- village of Piscatnwa.v, is A. t.wo- m1d- on :- ha] r :J t;or,y u tructure , laid 

in J11lemish bm1d . It is thr00 lmvH wi<I e , ·:1i t.h :m •mer lrtce in the 

aen tral bav of the north (mnin) f'acad e , pro t,..c ted oy a small pedi

mcn ted porch . A flush chlr:-.ncy rise a at the ridge or each gaole . 
cmd . A one- and-one- ha) f story ki tch •n is low1 ted south or the 

house, and a modern hyphen r-onn~?c ts it t.o 1,hc rn:• in house . 

rhis s truo ture is now a pr.i va en reside-nee, uu t for .nr.ny 

years w;:is operat~d as a 1.avern . 'l1hc lot on which it stands wns 

purchased by Isadore Hardy in 1786, nnd oy 17':)0 the nouse was 

completed . Ho.r dy opera t'Jd a tav Jrn or1 I.he premises , :ind his son 

William continued to operate it into the middle or the nineteenth 

century . It .vas acquir,..d by the Brandt i''l.Illily .just before the 

Civi l //ar , and remain° d in their harnln until 1924 . In spi'te of 

this long as .rnciation with_ thG {r·mtl t; l"amily , it ti.u=J consistently 

been known as the "llard,y ·envcrn 11 t.o t;hi.i day . Lloon n.r r;er it; was 

sol d oy the Br1Uld "tS , it \Inf; B truck u,y 1 i gh tning, wnich caused 

consideruble damtii:e; 1t hau since tlwn be :ti. reul;orccl, and t.h8 in

terior is c:ompl~tel:.r I'lOcl(•rni~~l'd . 

•rhe If .rdy Pavern i~ or ? or a r'mv v :r.v e:1rl.Y <>uilr;ings re

maining in the irrrnor tan t; C()l()nial vi.J 1:1j~c of l'ir;c~1 trmay . I c is 

rl:!prnsentativc 0 1' the thrivinf c;o mPrcial nccivit;y 1;hich was 

carried on in PiS C'1 t':lway iu i;hl~ cieh te~nth c ·11 cu1y . 

( J>ri v /Occ/lfr·.::;/ :-x:cc llen t) 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

The Hardy Tavern 
---- ------·· 

ANDIOR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER (Maryland Route 223) 

South side of Floral Park Rd. a~_~iscataway Rd. 
---C-IT-Y.-TOWN CONGRFSSIONAL DISTRICT 

Piscataway _________ -=-=~v_1c~1~N1_1v_J~F ___________ _..4 __________ _ 
STATE Md Cpl~G: 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_ o:s rRIC. I PUBLIC 

X.f'fllV.'\ IE 

__ fF) fH 

PUBLIC ACOUISITIOl'>l 
_ !.)2JfCl 

_oc1NG CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NA Mc 

STATUS 

XOCCUPIEU 

UlllOCC. ;f' ~D 

__ WOfiK IN PRGGfiE';S 

ACCESSIULE 
_YfS HESIH.CltO 

_YES Ul'<rH:ST1<1CiEQ 

PRESEi\JT USE 

__ ACfLCULiURt: 

_ CC~'MERCIAL 

t:O.:(.L.Ti0 ... Al 

__ MUSEU~I 

PAAI<. 

XPRlvA"'E RcSIDENCE 

. EN7lfl~AiN~ENT _ REL1,:J10U3 

. ';cvFRNMt1\jT __ sc1::r,T1;:c 
_ INDUS7fl•Al 

. l,11UTAPY 

_ lRANSPORTAilON 

_ OTHER 

Terc:~ntenary _Corpe)rat.iC>~ (J. Yerkie) - Tel~phonc #: 292-3154 
STP.HT & NUMBER 

Floral Park Rd. at Pisc.a.ta'fia¥_J3.d..... _____ _ 
CITY. TOWN 

Piscataway _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC P. G. County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro Md. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE , zip code 

3088 
213 

STATE 

HABS, 1936, ---~-~~:i::a~y-~f Congress, Washington, D.~.-·---------
DATE 

Historic Sites In'1entory. P.G. _FEDERAL __ STATE ~COU'HY _LOCAL -----OEPOS!TORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Calvert Mansion_,_,,~-~!_~~ve_~§-~le _:R:.:d:::_::. ______________ _ 
CITY. 10'jVN 

Riverdale, Md. 
ST ATE 
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II DESCRIPTION 
PG :~4-5 

CONDITION CHFCK ONE C!iECK ONE 

X __ EXCELLENT DETEAIOfiATED __ QP.iCHNAL SITE 

_GOOD ___ RUINS 

_;Jl\iALTEAfO 

x_ ALTERED _MOVED OAH--~--- ~ 

_<AiR __ UNEXFOSlD 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hardy Tavern, located on the main road through the 

old village of Piscataway, is a two-and-one-half story structure, 

laid in Flemish bond. It is three bays wide, with an entrance 

in the central bay of the north (main) facade, protected by a 

small pedimented porch. A flush chimney rises at the ridge on 

each gable end. 

A one-and-one-half story kitchen has been built to the south 

of the house, and is connected to the main house by a modern 

hyphen. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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- II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC __ COMMUNITY Pl.ANNING 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_L,AW 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_ 1500· 1599 

_160Q-t699 

L1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900. 

_AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

X.COMMERCE 

_CQMMUNICA TIONS 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY x __ sOCIAL!HUMANITARIAN ,- . 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_EXPLORATION, SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

__ INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

-

_.INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1780's BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hardy Tavern is now a private residence, but for many 

years was operated as a tavern. The lot on which it stands was 

purchased by Isadore Hardy in the 1780's, and by 1798 the house 
l 

was completed. Hardy operated a tavern on the premises, and 

his son, William G. Hardy, continued to operate it into the middle 

of the nineteenth century.
2 

It was acquired by the Brandt family 

just before the Civil War, and remailled in their hands until 1924. 3 

In spite of this long association with the Brandt family, it has 

consistently been known as the "Hardy Tavern" to this day. Soon 

after it was sold by the Brandt family, it was struck by lightning, 

which caused considerable damage; it has since then been restored, 

and the interior is completely modernized. 

The Hardy Tavern is one of a few very early buildings re

maining in the important colonial village of Piscataway. It is 

representative of the thriving commercial activity which was 

carried on in Piscataway in the eighteenth century. 

1. 1798 Direct Tax, Prince George's County 

2. AB#4: 14 (P. G. deed) 

3. P.G.Co. Deeds, WAJ#2:574,648; JB#9:153; #28:239; #219:329; 

505:199; 

CONTINUE ON SEPl:RATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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r'\IAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1798 Federal Direct Tax 

AB#4:14 (Deed); WAJ#2:574,648; JB#5:272; JB#9:153; #28:239 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF -.OMllllA oED PROPERTY--------- __________ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIE:~ FOR -P-ROPE-rlTl~S OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STAT£ cour-.n 

STATE COUNTI 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME i TITLE 

Susan G_._ _ _p_ea_rl 1 _ Co::_Qr~U_rig_tor ,___filstoric Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATIOr- OA TE 

P.G. Historical & Cultural Trust April 1980 
---------STREET & l\;UMBER TELEPHOl'<E 

4811 Riverdale Rd. 779-2011 
CITY OR TOWl\i ST&TE 

-

Riverdale, Md. 20840 

The .Maryland Historic Site::; Inventory was offic:.ally created. 
by an Act of the Maryland T.e~islature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, J\rticle 41, Sectio;: 18i KA, 
1974 Suppl.ement. 

The Survey and Inventory ilre being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not co;1stitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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3088:213 
9 Dec 1964 
Deed 

775:252 
12 Mar 1945 
Deed 

687:439 
24 Dec 1942 
Deed 

521:411 
17 May 1939 
Deed 

505:199 
7 July 1938 
Deed 

219:329 
30 July 1924 
Deed 

28:239 
29 Jan 1906 
Deed 

JB#9:153 
30 Sept 1899 
Bond of Con-

veyance 

JB#5:272 
29 Sept 1899 
Deed 

WAJ#2:648 
25 May 1881 
Mtg 

WAJ#2:574 
5 May 1881 
Deed 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

The Hardy Tavern 

PG- 84-5 

Clayton Whipple to Tercentenary Corp. 
(John W. Yerkie), 1.24 acres 

Robert K. Peterson to Clayton Whipple, 
1.24 acres, being in town of Piscataway and 
known as the Hardy Tavern 

H.M. Nelson to R. K. Peterson, lot in Pis
cataway known as Hardy Tavern 

John T. Fisher to H.M. Nelson 

William B. Gallahan to John T. Fisher 

Annie T. Brandt to William B. Gallahan 

Charles J. Bonaparte to Anna T. Brandt, 
Hardy Tavern in Piscataway with l~ acres of land, 
as per bond of conveyance 

Charles J. Bonaparte to Annie T. Brandt, 
if A.T. Brandt pays promised money to Bona
parte within 4 years, Bonaparte will convey 
Hardy Tavern with l~ acres land in Piscataway 

William Reynolds, trustee to Charles J. 
Bonaparte, since Reynolds is trustee for mtg 
between Brandts and Bonaparte; brick house 
and l~ acres in Piscataway known as Hardy Tavern 

Gerard w. and Annie T. Drandt (ux) mortgage 
to Charles J. Bonaparte the brick house "Hardy 
Tavern" where Brandts reside 

John B. Brooke,. attorney for Charles s. 
Ford, to Gerard Brandt, Hardy Tavern in Pis
cataway J.B. Brooke did sell this property 
to Brandt 22 August 1859. 

Ford equity papers missing 



AB#4:14 
6 Aug 1825 
Deed 

CHAIN OF TITLE (cont'd) 

THE HARDY TAVERN fG.84-5 

Julianna Hardey to William G. Hardey, 
"the lott on which the said Julianna Hardey 
now lives with all the Buildings and improve
ments thereon it being the lot on which a 
certain Isidore Hardey purchased of Dr. 
James Edelen and was long occupied as a 
tavern by said Hardey lying in the southeast 
part of the Town of Piscataway and con
taining 1 1/8 acres" 
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