
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name: Talbert House 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: PG: 86A-1 (PACS B138) 

Property Address 11416 S.E. Crain Highway (U.S. 301), Upper Marlboro vicinity, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Henry and Cledia Brewer, P.O. Box 11, Cheltenham MP 20623 

Year Built 1925 

Description: 

The Talbert House was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
in 1974 and by the Prince George's County Historic Preservation Commission in 1985. Since the time of the previous survey, 
the house has been demolished. A new 1-story residence has been constructed at the site of the house. The barn and two 
sheds noted in previous surveys remain extant. Inspection of the condition of the barn and sheds was not possible, as 
access to the property is restricted by a locked gate. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The Talbert House was a wood-frame residence, constructed circa 1870. However, the house is no longer extant. Therefore, 
the Talbert House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, as research conducted indicates no association 
with any historic events or trends significant in the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates 
that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not 
meet Criterion B. Although a barn and two sheds remain on the property, it is not eligible under Criterion C. The 
outbuildings are undistinctive examples of agricultural buildings, and the feeling and setting of the property has been altered 
through the construction of a new residence. Finally, the property has no known potential to yield important information, and 
therefore, is not eligible under Criterion D. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility recommended x not recommended 
Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: 

Suzanne Pickens 07/21/1997 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 
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September 1996 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET DESTROYED-1997 

Survey #: P.G. #86A-1 Building Date: mid to late 19th c. 

Building Name: Talbert House 

Location: 11416 S. E. Crain Highway, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description 

The Talbert house is a gable-roofed frame dwelling which stands in an 
open field southeast of the Popes Creek railroad line near Cheltenham. It 
consists of a one-and-one-half-story main block, five-bays by one-bay, with 
a rear kitchen wing. There are two entrances in the north main facade, in 
the first and fourth bays, and there is a one-story hip-roofed porch with 
plain posts across the facade. There is a corbelled brick chimney at the 
ridge between the second and third bays. A slight bulge at the ridge near 
the chimney suggests that the two eastern bays may have been added to an 
already existing three-bay dwelling with end chimney. Windows are 2/2 
double hung sash and some have shutters. There are no windows at second 
level, but the pitch of the roof suggests that there is loft space. 
Extending south, flush with the west gable end of the main flock, is a 
one-story ell wing, with ridgeline perpendicular to that of the main block. 
The entire building is sheathed with German siding painted yellow. The 
roof is of tin, but covered in places with tar paper. Foundations could 
not be observed. Directly east of the dwelling are two small gable-roofed 
sheds; farther to the east is a gable-roofed barn. 

Significance 

The Talbert house is a good example of a modest vernacular dwel l ing of 
the ra i l road era in Prince George's County. Although i t was not accessible 
fo r examination at the time of t h i s survey, i t appears that the o r i g i na l 
s t ruc ture was a simple one-and-one-half-story ha l l -and-par lor plan 
dwe l l ing , to which an easter ly room was added at a l a te r t ime. This was 
the dwel l ing in the 1860's of Paul and Mati lda Ta lber t ; i t stood on a 
63-acre part of a t r a c t ca l led Finches Discovery. The Talber t 's small 
vernacular dwel l ing , increased to i t s present s i ze , was sold wi th 15 acres 
in the 1890's. For most of the twent ieth century i t has been the residence 
and farm of the Hall fami ly . I t stands in open farmland, a reminder of the 
p la in fo lk arch i tec ture of nineteenth century Prince George's County. 

Acreage: 2 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

m 

Survey N o . P.G. #86A-1 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

historic Talbert House DESTROYED-1937 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 11416 S . E . C r a i n Highway ( U . S . Route 301) not for publication 

city, town Upper Mar lboro vicinity of congressional district ^ 

state Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 

k object 

Ownership 
public 

5L private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

not a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
_X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

-X—no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name 
Robert McAl l is ter 

street & number 
10655 S.W. Crain Highway 

telephone no, 

city, town Cheltenham state and zip code MD. 20623 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse l i b e r 5 2 1 2 

street & number M a i n Street f o l i o 726 

:ity,town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title Prince George's County Inventory of H is tor ic Sites 

date 
1974 

• 

federal state county local 

epository for survey records 
History D iv i s ion , M-NCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale, 

state 
MD. 20737 



7. Description • survey NO. P.G. #86A-1 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered )L original site 
good ruins X_ altered moved date o f move 

X_ fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Talbert house i s a gable-roofed frame dwell ing which stands in an 
open f i e l d southeast of the Popes Creek ra i l road l ine near Cheltenham. I t 
consists of a one-and-one-half-story main block, f ive-bays by one-bay, wi th 
a rear ki tchen wing. There are two entrances in the north main facade, in 
the f i r s t and four th bays, and there i s a one-story hip-roofed porch with 
p la in posts across the facade. There is a corbelled brick chimney at the 
ridge between the second and t h i r d bays. A s l i gh t bulge at the ridge near 
the chimney suggests that the two eastern bays may have been added to an 
already ex is t ing three-bay dwel l ing wi th end chimney. Windows are 2/2 
double hung sash and some have shut te rs . There are no windows at second 
l e v e l , but the p i t ch of the roof suggests that there is l o f t space. 

Extending south, f lush with the west gable end of the main f l ock , is a 
one-story e l l wing, wi th r idge l ine perpendicular to that of the main block. 
The en t i re bu i ld ing is sheathed wi th German s id ing painted yel low. The 
roof i s of t i n , but covered in places with tar paper. Foundations could 
not be observed. 

D i rec t l y east of the dwel l ing are two small gable-roofed sheds; 
f a r the r to the east i s a gable-roofed barn. 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e survey NO. P.G. #86A-1 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

^ 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates m id t o l a t e 1 9 t h C Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icab le C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icab le Exception: A _B _C _D _E _ F _G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i g n i f i c a n c e and a genera l s tatement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

The Talbert house is a good example of a modest vernacular dwel l ing of 
the ra i l road era in Prince George's County. Although i t was not accessible 
fo r examination at the time of t h i s survey, i t appears that the o r ig ina l 
s t ruc ture was a simple one-and-one-half-story hal l -and-par lor plan 
dwe l l ing , to which an easter ly room was added at a la te r t ime. 

This was the dwell ing in the 1860's of Paul and Matilda Ta lber t ; i t 
stood on a 63-acre part of a t r ac t cal led Finches Discovery. 1 This 
rural section of the Nottingham D i s t r i c t was much changed by the construc­
t i on of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad l i ne in the 1870's. The cross­
roads community of Brandywine to the south developed in to a t h r i v i n g com­
mercial v i l l a g e , the population in the area increased, and the new 
Brandywine Election d i s t r i c t was formed. The small ra i l road community of 
Cheltenham developed near the Cheltenham sta t ion jus t a short distance 
north of the Talber t 's house. Members of the Talbert family continued to 
farm land in th i s area, and early twent ieth century maps show a small com­
munity ca l led Talbert 1/2 mile south of Cheltenham. 

The Talber t 's small vernacular dwel l ing, by now probably increased to 
i t s present s ize , was sold wi th 15 acres in the 1890's. For most of the 
twent ieth century i t has been the residence and farm of the Hall f am i l y . * 
I t stands in open farmland, a reminder of the p la in fo lk archi tecture of 
nineteenth century Prince George's County. 

1 Prince George's County Land Records HB #6:278; Martenet Map of Prince 
George's County, 1861. 

2 Prince George's County Land Records JWB #19:439, JWB #38; 459. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #86A-1 

Cf. Chain of Title 
Notes, Item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 . 0 acres Tax Map 136 , parce l 28 

Quadrangle name Brandywine , Sec. B Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i i l I i I i i I l • 1 i I i . I " I i I I I • I . i M . I . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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G L U I I , I | | I I | 1 , I , , I H L _ U 1 1 • I • • I I i I • I i i I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan G. Pear l , Research Histor ian 

organization His to r i c Preservation Commission da te September 1985 

c/o County Planning D i v . , M-NCPPC 
street & number 1474i Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 952 -3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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P.G. #86A-1 

^DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

D E»c«llenl J ^ Good D Foir Q D.t.riorot.d • Roini Q Un.xpoi.d 

(Check One) 

Pt^Altered • Unclt.r.d 
fCh.c* One) 

Q-] Moved Hfr'' Original Sit« 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T / JD O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house i s a 1-1/2 s tory frame s t ruc tu r e with a 

three bay main (north) facade. On the eas t end i s a 

two bay addi t ion . The chimney r i s e s between the two 

s ec t i ons . To the south i s a two s tory e l . The windows 

are 2/2 double hung sash except in the gable end, 

where there are two o lder , narrow 4/4 double hung sash. 
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P.G. #86A-1 

E . SIGNIFIC 
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P E R I O D fO*>»c* O n » Or Aforo a * Approprlala) 

• Pre-Columbian D 1 6 , h Century 

Q I 5th Century D ' ? ' " Century 

• 18th Centu'y 

J P ^ l ° t h Century 

D 20fh Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l s ) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS O F S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

• Prehistor ic 

• H is tor ic 

I 1 Agriculture 

• Architecture 

• Art 
n Commerce 

I | Communicotions 

n Conservot ion 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

f~1 Education 

I 1 Engineering 

1 | Industry 

I I Invention 

I I Landscape 

Architecture 

D Li terature 

n Mi l i tary 

D M u i i c 

• Po l i t i ca l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

(31 Science 

[~l Sculpture 

I I Socio l /Humon-

itorian 

|~ | Theater 

I 1 Transportat ion 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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Silver Spring 
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Maryland 

icer Review: (Office Use Only) 
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Chain of Title 
Matilda Talbert House 

P. A. 86A - 1 

5454:431 
27 July 1981 
Deed 

2838:88 
9 July 1963 
Deed 

Aloysious Hall to Tobert G. McAllister and Ruth M. McAllister, 
5.8267 acres of land being part of the land of Aloysious Hall 
by #2838:88. 

David H. Gwynn, Trustee in Equity No. B-2131, to Aloysious Hall, 
parcel of land known as "Tract B" containing 9.35 acres by 
Equity No. B-2131. 

Equity Appraisal Inspection or observation of Tract "B" containing 9.35 
B-2131 acres - 1 1/2 story frame dwelling and covered dug well. Age 
10 April 1963 estimated at from 50 - 60 years. 
Appraisal 

Equity 
B-2131 
8 June 1963 
Sale of 
Property 

48:171 
20 Oct. 
Deed 

1908 

David H. Gwynn, Trustee, to Aloysious Hall (who owns 8/9th 
interest), a 1/9 outstanding interest of Elizabeth Hall (both 
heirs of Alice E. Hall) in Tract "B" containing 9.35 acres. 
Same property conveyed by R. Lee Hall to Alice E. Hall by 
#48:171. 

R. Lee Hall to Alice E. Hall, his wife, 15 acres known by the 
names of "Finches Discovery," "Brooks Chance," and "Strewsbury" 
being the same land deeded to Hall by JWB #38:459. 

John W. Edelin and Mary A. Edelin, his wife, to Lee Hall, 15 
acres known by the names of "Finches Discovery" "Brooks Chance," 
and Strewsbury" (adjoining the lands of James H. Curtain, the 
late Josias Talbert, B & P RR, Church of Atonement property) 
being the same land devised by Matilda Talbert to her son, 
Mansuitius Talbert by her last will and testament (WAJ Jr. #1:458.) 

JWB 19:439 Mansuitus Talbert and Louisa Talbert, his wife, to John W. 
25 Sept. 1891 Edelin, 15 acres known by the names of "Finche's Discovery," 
Deed "Brooks Chance," and "Strewsbury" being the same devised by 

his mother, Matilda Talbert. 

JWB 38:459 
1 Sept. 1896 
Deed 

WAJ Jr. 1:458 
7 Jan. 1887 
Will 

HB 7:27 
8 March 1873 
Deed 

Matilda Talbert to Mansuitus Talbert that portion of land between 
the meadow branch and the Episcopal Church at Cheltingham Station 
containing twenty-two and one-half acres. 

Paul Talbert and Matilda Talbert to Mansutis Talbert, 63 acres, 
being the place on which we now reside and called a part of 
"Finches Discovery," Brooks Chance, and Strewsbery" (adjoining 
the lands of the B & P RR and also the lands of James Curtin, 
James Thomas and the late Thomas F. Bowie) being the same land 
deeded to me Matilda Talbert 5 Oct. 1872 by Mansutis and Jos. 
Talbert. 



Chain of Title P.G. #86A-1 
Matilda Talbert House 
P. A. 86A - 1 
Cont. 

HB 6:567 Mansutus Talbert and Josiah Talbert to Matilda Talbert, wife of 
5 Oct. 1872 Paul Talbert, 63 acres called "part of Finche's Discovery," 
Deed "Brook Chance," and "Strewsbury" on which Matilda Talbert now 

resides, same land conveyed to Mansutus and Josiah Talbert by 
HB #6:278. 

HB 6:278 Paul Talbert and Matilda Talbert to Mansuitus Talbert and 
4 July 1872 Josiah Talbert 63 acres being the place we now reside and 
Deed called part of "Finche's Discovery,""Brook Chance," and 

"Strewsbury." 





PG: 86A-1 
G.M. Hopkins A t l a s , 1878 
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P.G. #86A-1 
Talbert House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
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Apr i l 1985 
North elevat ion 
Neg: Md. His t . Trust , Annapolis, MD. 






