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1. Name 

historic Coffren, Jolm. U., House and Store (preferred) 

and ·or common Green House and Store 

2. Location 

street & number 10007 Croan lli>ad (Maryland Route 382) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Erpires lO-Jl-87 

PG:86 A-10 
PG:86A-ll 

For NPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

N/ A not for publication 

city, town Croan N/ A vicinity of Fourth Congressional :listrict 

state Maryland code 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 

,,......... X bulldlng(s) 
' _ structure 

_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_In process 
-u- being considered 
~ot applicable 

24 county Prince George's 

Status 
_K_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
-v-_yes: unrestricted 
_r_~ no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

4. Owner of Property 

code 033 

_museum 
park 

X private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

name Debra t!aylor, Peter P.ichard Boundy, G. Rogers !la.ylor, ~llen D. :laylor 

street & number 10007 Croan Road 

city, town Upper Marlboro t''./A vicinity of state Maryland 20772 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse 

street & number 
Main Street 

city, town 
Upper Marlboro 

state 
Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Maryland Historical ~t 

__ t_lt_le __ I_h_· s_t_o_r_i_c_S_i_· t_e_s_In_Vi_en_t_o_ry....__ _____ h_a_s_t_h_ls....;.p_ro-'pe_rty...:........bee_n_de_t_e_rm_i_ned __ el-'lg;._lb_le_?_.=-_----=-Y-es __ x __ no 

date 
1936 x 

_federal _state _county _ local 

depository tor survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle 
~'----=---------=--------=-------

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description PG:86A-10, PG:86A-ll 

Condition 
,-.. _ excellent 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 

-

Lgood _ ruins i altered _ moved date Ji//\ 
_fair _unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Nurcber of Resources 
Contributiil;;l Noncontributing 

3 0 buildings 
0 0 sites 
5 0 structures 
O 0 objects 

8 0 Total ---
DESCRIPTION SlM1ARY: 

t:trl>er of previously listecl Naticnal 
~~gister properties incluJed in this 
nanination: 0 

Original and historic functions and 
uses: ccmnercial, residential 

'!he Coffren house is a gable roofed, two-and-half-story frame dwelling with 
a side-hall-and-double-parlor plan, dating fran 1861. It has a one-story 
kitchen wiil;;l built ca. 1890, and six outbuildings in gocx3 repair, dating fran 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. Its interior details are Greek Jevival in 
style. There is a two-story store building approximately 75 feet west of the 
hoose, dating fran 1853. The Cof fren store is a three-by-two bay, gable roof 
frame structure with a catslide roof sloping to the west (rear). The interior 
has one large room on the first story which served as a general store, and a 
second story storage loft. Halse arx3 store have received only minor changes 
since their construction. Both froot on Crcx:xn R:::>ad in the Village of Croan. 

: 
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'lhe John W. Cof fren Ibuse is located just west of and in a bend of Croan 
lbcrl, on a lot of 2. 78 acres. Crocm !bad is the major north-south road in this 
rural area. 'lhe John w. Coffren House and its adjoinirYJ store formed the 
nucleus of the Village of Croan in the mid and late nineteenth century. Crocm 
is still the place name for the houses and small general stores that line Crocm 
Road for a distance of 1.6 miles in this area. '!he house is a two story, 
rectarYJUlar frane dwelling with a one story frame kitchen addition on its 
southwest· comer. 

'Jbe main block (approximately 28 by 32 feet), is a t'NO-and-one-half story 
gable-roofed structure, three-by-two bays, with entrance in the third bay of the 
three bay east (main) facade. Entrance is throogh a door with four octagonal 
panels, flanked by two paneled vertical w::>od pilasters and surnn.mted by a 
dentiled transom bar. '!he four-light transan and three- light sidelights have 
panes etched with a circular floral pattern. "nlere are wainscot panels below 
the sidelights. '!he one-bay entrance porch is of new (1985) construction. It 
is unroofed and is accessible by a flight of stairs on each side. '!he 
balustrade is a reproduction of the original balustrade found on the rear porch. 
Windows in the main block are 6/6 double-hurYJ-sash with loovered shutters 
painted dark green. '!he building is covered with horizontal wocrl sidirYJ and has 
plain comer boards, all painted white. It rests on a brick foundation of 
American bond with a random course of headers, and is roofed with corrugated 
metal. '!here are two parged brick interior chimneys on the south facade, 
flanking the gable ridge. F.ach of the north and south gable ends has a 
round-arch 6/6 window with loovered shutters centered at the attic level. '!he 
crown nolded cornice has a wide plain frieze marked by heavy scrolled brackets 
with pendants spaced evenly across the facade. '!he cornice returns are 
bracketed as is the raking cornice on the north and south gable ends. 

'Jhe three bay west (rear) facade has entrance in the first bay, through a 
four panel door. 'lhe window above the entrance is situated between first and 
second levels, as it lights the interior stair landing. A three bay, shed roof 
porch shelters the first story. 'Ihe corrugated rretal porch roof rests on square 
chamfered wocrl posts with m::>Jded capitals. 'Ihe balustrade is corrposed of simple 
rectangular balusters placed vertically, al ternatirYJ with two of the sane 
balusters crcssed in an "X" pattern. A wood lattice approximately five feet 
high encloses the west end of the porch. '!he porch rests on brick piers. A 
trap door in the floor of the porch, just north of the rear entrance, leads to a 
small brick-lined cellar beneath the north- west corner of the hcuse. 'Ihe sill 
and floor joists visible in this cellar appear to be hand hewn. 
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'Ihe interior of the main block consists of a side stairhall and adjoining 
double parlors. 'Ihe open-strinJ two-run stair rises against the exterior wall, 
turns across the "West end of the stairhall and turns again to the second story. 
It has an oval profile as it rises to a finished loft. 'Ihere are turned 
balusters; a heavy, turned, Greek Revival style newel; an ooter string with 
ornamental brackets and a paneled spandrel. 

Each uf the two parlors is warmed by a fireplace in the south wall. 'Ihe two 
identical ~en mantels have an opening flanked by plain, rectangular 
pilasters; the wide frieze is highlighted by a projectinJ ogee arch and crown 
TOC>lding, and surTOC>Unted by a plain shelf. A wide, q?en doorway joins the two 
parlors; there is evidence of hinges in the jambs. 'Jhe flooring, of varying 
width, appears to be original. 'Ihe door and window surrounds have architrave 
TOC>lding. 'Ihere is a crown TOC>lded picture rail and baseboard throoghout the 
first story. 'Ihe parlors have identical central plaster ceilirYJ rredallions with 
a design of radiatirY.J acanthus leaves and an outer fret band. A large plaster 
medallion with a design of concentric rings is in the entrance hall. 'Ihe west 
end of the stairhall features a four panel rear door and a cupboard beneath the 
stairs, lighted by a 4/4 double-hung-sash window. 

'Ihe second story consists of a bedroom over each parlor and a small roan at 
the east end of the hall, over the front entrance. A bathroom was created by 
enclosing the section of the hallway along the north wall, in front of the 
flight of stairs to the loft. 'Ihere are fireplaces in each bedroom. All 
TOC>ldings are identical to those on the first story. 

Attached on the south gable end of the main block is a circa 1890s, kitchen 
wing. 'Ihe structure is one story, 16 feet 10 inches by 12 feet, set high on 
brick piers infilled with cement. A parged interior stovepipe chimney rises at 
its south gable end. 'Ihe "West side entrance, a 0..0-panel door with four upper 
glass lights, is reached by wocx:len stairs. 'Ihe addition is sided with German 
siding and roofed with corrugated metal. 'Ihere is a boxed wood cornice. 
Windows are 6/6 double-hung-sash. 

'Ihe interior of the kitchen has been reTOC>deled, including the replacement of 
the original flooring with oak tongue-and-groove flooring; the closirg of the 
south window to place a built-in cabinet over it; and the constructfon of a 
furnace roan in the south"West corner of the roan. 'Ihe original exterior siding 
of the main block is visible on the north kitchen wall, where it joins the main 
structure. 'Ihe door and window surrounds are notable for their banded TOC>ldirg. 
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'Ihe Coffren Store is a two-story rectangular frame structure, 
three-by-two-bays, rreasuring circa 24 by 30 feet. It is set just north of the 
Cof fren House and fronts directly on Croan lbad to its east. 

'Ihe three bay east (main) facade has entrance in the central bay through 
double doors of vertical wood planks. 'Ihere is a small rectangular wiooow in 
the upper half of each door. 'Ihe doors are barred fran the inside with a "'10oden 
bar. 'Ihe doorway and windows have plain wood surrouoos. 'Ihe windows throughout 
the structure are covered by exterior iron bars, probably original to the 
building. There are initials carved in the wood siding aramd the front 
entrance and the first story windows. 'NI open slot to the left of the door was 
probably a letter drop. The first story is shaded by a three bay entrance 
porch. Its corrugated metal, shed roof rests oo slim square wood posts. 'Ihe 
wooden floor rests on a concrete base. 

'Ihe store is sided with randan width horizontal wood siding recently (1985) 
painted grey. 'Ihe north gable em is sided with wood shingles. There is a 
simple boxed cornice and comer boards, painted white. 'Ihe building rests on a 
brick foundation. The corrugated metal, gable roof has an extended sooth plane, 
giving the building a "saltbox" profile. 

'Ille two-bay south facade has entrance in the first bay through a door of 
vertical boards with a rectangular center window covered by iron bars. High in 
the second bay is a second story window. There is a parged interior stovepipe 
chimney projecting fran the roof between the first and second bay. 

01 the first story the interior of the Cof fren Store is one roan. 'NI 
enclosed wooden counter (behioo which the clerk would have stood) runs down the 
north and south sides of the roan, with a opening at the west (rear) of the 
roan. A cash drawer is located in the northwest section of the counter. 01 the 
north and sooth walls of the building and across the west (rear) wall are 
shelves, drawers and bins for rrerchandise. N:>rth of the entrance door, on the 
coonter top, is a cabinet of m.urbered post office boxes. '!Wo chamfered wood 
posts supporting the upper floor are located north and sooth of the roan's 
center. Ni enclosed stair q:lens to the rear on the south wall of the building. 
'Ille second story has ooe roan finished with plaster walls, at the east (front) 
of the building. It is entered through a five panel 'WOoden door. 'Ihe west end 
of the building is open loft space with the rafters exposed. 'Ihe rafters appear 
to be circular sawn and are stamped on their ends with Ranan nuirerals. 
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West of the Coffren Hoose, in the rear yard is a meat house which, according 
to local legerrl, dates to Cof fren 's CMnership of the property. '!he 
one-by-one-bay, one-story neat hoose rreasures 12'5" x 12'3" and has a standing 
seam metal gable roof, boxed ~ cornice on east and west facades, wide lapped 
horizontal wocx:1 siding and corner boards. 'The central entrance on the east 
facade is of vertical boards, and has iron strap hinges and a hole for a latch 
pin. '!he hand hewn log sill rests on a poured cement base, added during repairs 
during the early twentieth century. 

'!here are six other contributing ootbuildings in the canplex to the west of 
the house. A two-by-one bay gable roof corn crib with slatted ~ sides and 
hand hewn sill rests on brick piers. A two-by-one bay hog pen with wide 
unlapped horizontal 'WOcd siding rests on brick and cerrent piers. A t-wo-story, 
two-by-two bay gable roof barn has vertical board siding and rests on brick and 
cement footings. All three buildings have standing seam rretal gable roofs. All 
three were sited on Jeremiah Ryon's nearby farm called Grapeville and were rroved 
to the Coffren site sanetirre during Ryon's ownership (1893-1900). A long 
one-story frarre mule stable covered with vertical wcxrl siding and having a 
standing seam rretal gable roof was built in 1904. It is connected to the 
two-story barn on its rorth gable end. A one-by-one bay shed-roof . frarre privy 
with vertical wood siding is of early twentieth century construction. A 
two-by-three bay shed-roof frarre hen house has a 1920 construction date • 



-

8. Significance PG:86A-10, PG:86A-11 

• 
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

___ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning landscape architecture ___ religion 
___ archeology-historic _ _ conservation law _ science 

_ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_!___ 1800-1899 
_!__ 1900-

__ agriculture ___ economics literature __ sculpture 
-.X architecture ___ education military __ social/ 
__ art ___ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
---~ commerce ___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
_communications ____ Industry __ pollticsigovernment _transportation 

___ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates 1853 1861 Builder/ Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

Applicable Criteria: B, C 
Applicable Exceptions: none 

Significance Evaluated: local 

The John w. Coffren House and Store are significant in three areas: for 
their architecture, for their association with the conmercial history of the 
county, and for their association with John w. Coffren, local merchant.and land 
CMner. The Coffren house, built in 1861, has a Greek Revival entrance way and 
interior detail. It is notable to find exarrples of Greek Revival architectural 
details at so late a date. The floor plan exerrplifies a style typical of 
successful landowners of the period fn the county. Few such well preserved 
examples of this house type remain. The Coffren store, ca. 1853, is a 
utilitarian structure, embodyirYJ a type once cannon in the county rut now rare. 
Sudl structures have been considered of 1i ttle value and abandoned or destroyed. 
The interior, designed for use as a ooe-room general store, remains largely 
unchanged fran its original appearance. 'Ihe store is significant to the history 
of conmerce on the Patuxent and in the ca.mty. It> other well-preserved example 
of a mid- nineteenth century general store remains in the County. 'Ihe house and 
store are distin;Juishable as an entity that has functioned fran the construction 
of the house in 1861 through the closing of the store in 1945. 'Ihe significance 
of the house and store together is that they are an intact example of house and 
store ccmplexes that served rural canm.mi ties in the county durirYJ the 
nineteenth century. Of what was once a fairly carrron relationship of buildings, 
only four other examples survive, in greatly altered condition. last, the 
buildings are significant for their association with their builder, John w. 
Coffren (1828-1874), who rose fran ditch digger to wealthy merchant, ~erving on 
the Vestry of St. Thanas Clmrch in Croan and on the Prince George's County 
School Board, as well as CMning nruch of the property in the Village of Croan. 
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'lhe Village of Croan forned along a bend in Croan PDad between Croan Airport 
!bad and St. Themas Church Poad during the 1840s and 50s. In 1853 Croan was 
carposed of seve~l houses, a blacksmith shop, a wheelwright's shop and John W. 
Cof fren' s store. With the JX)rt of tbttingham four miles to the east and Upper 
Marlboro, the County seat, four miles to the north, Croan remained a village 
serving local farms and plantations. 

Built by 18531 , the Coffren Store building is a utilitarian construction 
type, with no architectural embellishments. 'lhis type of frame, gable roof 
structure was built during the mid and late nineteenth century with a 
canbination of machine sawn and hand hewn timbers, and used for many functions. 
SUch a structure is now rare in the county because they have been considered 
expendable and have been destroyed or allowed to deteriorate. 

'lhe plan and features of the store are unchanged since its construction. 
The preservation of the interior plan and fixtures allows rare access to a 
mid-nineteenth century rural merchant's lifestyle and the workings ·of a 
mid-nineteenth century general store. An inventory of personal prcperty made at 
Coffren's death documents the merchandise stocked in the building. The 
inventory included grain and seed, tools and nails, ~ stuffs, clothing, drugs 
for the two local physicians, and wines and liquors. Much of the merchandise 
was supplied by wholesalers in Baltimore ~ was shipped south down the Patuxent 
River and through the port of tbttingham. 'lhus, the store is a link in the 
carmercial history of Baltimore and shipping on the Patuxent River. 

The Coffren House was built for John w. Coffren in 1861. 6 'lhe plan is 
identical to that of houses built by successful planters, merchants and 
professionals in the county f ran the 1840s through the 1860s. '!he Cof fren House 
possesses7 integrity of material and design retained by few other remaining 
examples. 

A merchant's house and store in close proximity was ccmrron in rural Prince 
George's County in the mid-nineteenth century throogh the early twentieth 
century. Th~ were major features of the crossroads cormuni ties that served 
area farmers. The function of the cross roads general store has been out-moded 
by super markets and convenience stores. cnly the Coffren house and store 
remain as unaltered examples of this custanary relationship. The buildings 
possess integrity as individual structures and integrity in their setting as a 
cooplex. Their preservation provides information on mid and late nineteenth 
century rural mercantile practices in the county. 
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Both haJse and store are significant for their association with their 
builder, Jdm w. Coffren (1828-1874). Listed as a "ditcher" in the 1850 census, 
Coffren was operat~ng a store on the present store site, probably in the present 
building, by 1853. He was 26 years old at the time. He lived above the store 
'While acquiring 58 acres of property in the surroonding area, canprising the 
heart of the Village of Crocm. Coffren established Croan's first post f?!fice in 
the store in the mid-1850s and served as postmaster until his death. He 
attained enough financial success by 1861 to build the stylish house adjacent to 
the1ttore. CMnership of 58 acres surrounding Croan with houses and shops upon 
it, and his successful store, explains Coffren's local praninence. Coffren 
was appointed to the first Board of County School Ccmnissioners in July 1865. 
He represented Nottingham, .Aquasco a~2 surratt's Districts and oversaw the 
building of a school in Crocm in 1866. He served as vest~n for St. Paul's 
EPiscopal Omrch, Croan, from 1867 through his death in 1874. 

1he Cof fren Store provided a focal point for the village. According to 
local t~end, Confederate trcx:::ps from the area met and drilled in front of the 
store. 

Coffren's life is a microcosm of the change in the Arrerican ecol'lCJT!Y taking 
place during the mid-nineteenth century, nationally and rrore particularly in 
rural Maryland. The land-based agricultural econany was changing to a 
mercantile econany and cormunity members could attain prominence through 
financial success rather than through family name and inherited wealth. 

After Coffren's death in 1874 the haJse and store were held by his wife and 
daughter. Fran 1889 through 1893 the property underwent a series of ownerships, 
with parts of the acc\.Bllulated 58 acres sold off gradually. In 1893 Jeremiah 
Ryon acquired three acres including the house and store. Ryon, a farmer, owned 
the property through 1900, and rroved the corn crib, hog pen and two story barn 
at the Coffren House fran Grapeville, his nearby farm. Ryon also built the 
south kitchen wing on the Coffren house. nie original Coffren sumrer kitchen 
'Which stocrl directly to the west (rear) of 

1
tgie house was rroved to a nearby Illley 

house and incorporated into its structure. 'Jhe house and store were acquired 
by Ryon's daughter and son-in-law, Margarette and Arthur B. ll..lley, in 1904. 

'Ihe llileys continued to run the store. Arthur B. lliley also built roads for 
Prince George's County, and built the one story stable on the property to house 
the rrules he used for road construction, tasks. lliley ran the store until his 
death in 1948. It has been used for storage since that time. 1he house and 
store property was held by the n.tley family through 1952. 
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Fran all evidence, the John w. Coffren Store remains unchanged since 
Coffren's prq>rietorship duriOJ the 1850s throogh 1870s. The house, while 
altered by subsequent owners, remains largely unchanged. A portion of the 
second story hall was enclosed to form a bathroan around 1950. 'Ihe original 
plastering, ITDlding, flooring and windowpanes remain throughout the interior. 

Notes 

1 Extant examples of this house type in Prince George's County include: 
ca. 1840s: P.G. #70-17, 77-5, 84-20, 87B-8; fran ca. 1850s: 82A-13, 
86A-5, and 87B-5; fran ca. 1860s: 77-11; and 79-17 fran the early 
1870s. Of these, 77-11 and 77-5 are so altered that their original 
lines are not easily distinguished. 82A-13, 84-20 and 87B-5 have 
exterior chinneys. 79-19 and 86A-5 have significant additions, 
changing the original plan. 70-17 is endangered due to potenti!='ll 
developtent on its location. 

2 Prince George's County Land Records, F.S. 2:43. 

3 Ibid. c.s.M. 1:310 and Fquity 53. 

4 Ibid. Equity 1115. 

5 Ibid. Equity 1115 and "John W. Coffren, Croan Merchant," Roy T. SUit, 
the Enquirer-Gazette, December 29, 1977, Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 

6 Prince George's County Tax Assessnents, N::>ttingham District, 1861. 

7 Ibid. N::>te fl. 

8 Seventeen house and store canbination sites are listed in the Prince 
George's County Inventory. Of these, only 75A-10, 76A-8, 87B-9 & 10 
and 87B-17 & 18 remain with both house and store surviving. However, 
all have greatly altered structures and settings. None date as early 
as the Coffren fbuse and Store. 

9 1850 Census Records for Prince George's County, Maryland, Nottiajham 
District; and c.s.M. 1:310 and Equity 53. 

10 Table of Ft>st Offices in the United States, W. & J. G. Greer, 
Washington, D. C., 1851 & 1857. 
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11 Prince George's County I.and Records, FS 2:43. 

12 Minutes of the Board of County School Calmissioners, Prince George's 
County, 1865-1868. 

13 Vestry Minutes of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Croan, 1865-1957. 

14 "John W. Coffren, Croan Merchant," Roy T. SUit, the Enquirer-Gazette, 
Thursday, Decenber 29, 1977, Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 

15 Conversation with Hilda Duley Measell, January 1986. 

5925:224 
2 July 1984 
Deed 

1553:357 
20 Oct 1952 
Deed 

16:389 
18 July 1904 
reed 

JB tl2:70 
30 June 1900 
Deed 

JWB t24:384 
9 May 1893 
Deed 

JWB #24:179 
20 Mar 1889 
Deed 

JWB U0:675 
14 Mar 1889 
Deed 

Chain of Title 
John W. Coffren Halse and Store 

P.G. f86A-10 and 11 

Allene Green to Debra Anne Naylor and Peter Richard 
Boundy, 1/2 interest; and G. Rogers Naylor and 
Ellen Duffy Naylor. For $100,000 grantor conveys 
that prcperty described in 1553:357. Contains 2.75 
acres. 

Margaretta Duley, widow, et al., to Allene Green, 3 
acres in Nottingham District for $10, recorded 
16:389. 

lliith Mliy Ryon to Arthur B. Duley and Margarette 
Duley, 3 acres on rocrl fran Upper Marlboro to 
Nottingham, together with buildings. 

Jeremiah Ryon to Fdith May Ryon 3 acres on 
Nottingham Road, with buildings. 

William H. Gibbons aoo wife Mary Gibbons to 
Jeremiah Ryon, 3 acres on the road fran Upper 
Marlboro to Nottingham, with buildings. 

Albert and Susanna Curtin to William H. Gibbons, 18 
acres on road fran Upper Marlboro to St. 'lhanas 
Church (conveyed by Tuck and Magruder to John W. 
Coffren, 1856). 

Josephine OWings, widow, to SUsanna Curtin, 58 
acres in Croan, conveyed by Thanas OWings, Trustee 
to Josephine OWings, same -iand conveyed by Trustee 
J. Parker Veazey to Alice aoo Rosalie Cof fren. 

8 

--------- ~----



NPS Form llHIOO·I 
CH2> 

OMB No. 1014-0018 
Expir•• 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
_ National Park Service 

-

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Coffren, John, W. , House and Store 
Continuation sheet Prince George ' s Cbunty, :MD Item number 8 Page 

HISI'ORY AND SUPPORI.' (continued) 

WAJ il:509 
18 June 1880 
Deed 

1115 
26 Sept 1876 
F.quity 

CSM U:310 
30 July 1856 
~ed 

J. Parker Veazey, Trustee, to Alice and Rosalie 
Coffren, 58 acres in Croom including 18 acres sold 
by Tuck and Magruder, Trustees, to John W. Coffren, 
1856. Veazey appointed trustee to sell real estate 
of John W. Coffren, deceased. 

Sale of real estate of John W. Coffren, deceased, 
J. P. Veazey, Trustee. (Case: James W. Curley vs. 
SUsan H. Coffren). 

William H. Tuck and c. c. Magruder, trustees, to 
John W. Coffren, 18 acres, including Coffren's 
Store. Sold in 1851 to ROOert I. Young, Young has 
sold same to Coffren, on which Coffren now lives. 

9 
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NPS Form 10-~I 
o-121 

O~B No. 1024-0011 
Expire• l0-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

PG 86 A-10, PG:86t\-ll 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

C.Offren., John W., House and Store 
Continuation sheet Prince George's C.Ounty' M> Item number 

GEX:X;RAPHICAL DATA: 

~~~~~:·~-~:-~ ~-~ ~· ·~·=~<t?:.: ·-·: ~; ~ ··:. . > 

~~:~~ 
k.'~;,_:t: ,/~\-· 

10 Page 

Ba.mdary Description: Being part of the land of Allene Green as described 
in Liber 1553 at folio 35 7 recorded aIOC>ng the Land Records of the Prince 
George's County, Marylarrl, 4th Election District and being roore 
particularly described as follows: BEXiINNING for the sarre at a point on 
the Westerly right of way line of Crcx::m Road and the Northeasterly corner 
of John R. Il..lley ( Liber 1679 at folio 162) thence fran the point of 
beginning so fixed, with the ~sterly right of way line of Croom JbaJ ( 40 
feet wide); Maryland State Route 1382, (1) South 46°40'04", east, 150.94 
feet to a point thence (2) 218.46 feet along the arc of a curve deflecting 
to the right having a radius 534.62 feet and a chord beari[l.Q and distance 
of South 34°57'41" east, 216.95 feet thence (3) South 23°15'18" east, 
299.20 feet to a point, thence with the division line between Green and 
Arthur A. Il..lley, (Liber 2117 at folio 457), (4) South 79°33'40" ~st, 
339.82 feet to an iron bar found, thence with the aforesaid line of John R. 
Il..lley, (Liber 1679 at folio 162), thence JS> North 02°33'40" east, 135.96 
feet to an iroo pi_pe; thence (6) North 02 51'56" west, 482.63 feet to the 
point of beginning. Containing 121,188 square feet or 2. 7821 acres of 
land. Subject to encumbrances, if any, of record. 

Boundary Justification: John W. Coffren purchased 18 acres of Page's Rest 
west of Crcx::m Road in 1851-56. '!he property began at a marker (still 
existing) north of the store along the road margin, and continued southward 
along the road to the intersection of St. 1hanas Church and Crcx::m Roads. 
!his property was o_pen field throughout Coffren's ownership and was not 
built upon until 1889. 1he approximately 2.78 acres on which the house nc:YW 
stands is repre5entative of the original holding. An early twentieth 
century c:YWner indicated that the setting contained a kitchen garden, fruit 
trees and an alfalfa field south of the house. !his area is presently 
over-grown with low bushes and trees but the owners interrl to clear it for 
use as a garden and yard. 'Ihese boundaries utilize existing property lines 
and Crcx::m Road and incorporate the area upon which the known and potential 
resources stand while providing a setting sympathetic to the historic 
character of the property. 

10 



9. Major Bibliographical References PG:86A-10, PG:86A-11 

See Footnotes on Continuations Sheets 7 and 8. 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2. 78 acres 
Quadrangle name Upper Marlboro, MD 
UT M References 

A lLiaJ I 31416181s1ol 141219101413101 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LU _I _I __ _ 
E Li_J _1 ...... I _.__.. __ 
G LLJ l__._I _.__.._., -

Verb•I bound•ry description •nd justific•tion 

See Continuation Sheet No. 10 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

0 W '::'."'I .._l~, __ 11, I 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLLJ _I l ______ I l~~---
F LiJ I I I I.._......_._........._ ___ 

HLLJ I I I 

. List •II st•tes .nd counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county 

- 'ate code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King, Architectural Historian 

organization 
Prince George's County Historic 
Preservation Commission 

street& number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

code 

code 

d~e January 1986 

telephone (301) 952-3521 -------

state Maryland 20772 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

_ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. -

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ,-:. ?- cf 7 
tltle date 

.- For NPS use only 
I hereby certify thet this property Is Included In the National Register 

Atteet: date 

Chief ol Regiabation 
GPO 1111•31111 
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JOHN W. COFFREN STORE, FLOOR PI.AN 
not to scale 

PG: 86A-ll • 

Prince George's County 
Maryland 

shelving, drawers etrtral.1ce 
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counter top 
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- w • n<low 
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24 feet 

4 inches 

stair 

30 feet 2 1/2 inches 

chimney shelving, drawers 

First Stori Floor Plan 
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rt Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - 04Account Number - 0256230 

f DEBRA 
,NAYLOR ___.__..-ii 

~;Z/577 
1 

2 04 A. 

Page 1of1 
PG-oGA--/() 

J_, ~1>6A-lf 
Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

~/WlL£S 
HRRLEY 

P8 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001 - 2002. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 

web site at www.mdp.state.md.us/webcom/index.html 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/maps/showmap.asp?countyid= 17 &accountid=04+0... 12/29/2003 
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Real Property Search - Individual Report 

Click here for a lain text ADA com liant screen. 

. 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

Account Identifier: District - 04 Account Number - 0256230 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

WHITE,JOHN I & TERESA H 

142 WALNUT TREE HILL RD 
SHELTON CT 06484-2521 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

Page 1of1 

Pfr- YGA- - 'cJt!­
fG-. YGA- -If 

RESIDENTIAL 
NO 

Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

1) /10858/ 660 
2) 

Premises Address 
10007 CROOM RD 

Zoning 
OS 

Legal Description 
CROOME 

UPPER MARLBORO 20772 

Map Grid 
128 Dl 

Parcel 
5 

Sub District Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No: 
81 Plat Ref: 

Special Tax Areas 
Town 
Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 13 

Primary Structure Built 
1866 

Enclosed Area 
1,996 SF 

Property Land Area 
2.78 AC 

Stories 
2 

Basement 
NO 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Base 
Value 

66,400 
85,860 

152,260 
0 

Seller: EWING,DALE F & KAREN M 
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: NAYLOR,GUY R & 
Type: UNKNOWN 
Seller: 
Type: UNKNOWN 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Value 
As Of 

01/01/2002 
66,400 
97,320 

163,720 
0 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of As Of 

07/01/2003 07/01/2004 

159,900 
0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

163,720 
0 

06/25/1996 
/10858/ 660 
12/04/1991 
I 8134/ 988 
05/05/1989 
I 7300/ 587 

07/01/2004 
0 
0 
0 

Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

County Use 
002 

Exterior 
FRAME 

$200,000 

$200,000 

$55,000 

Tax Exempt: NO Special Tax Recapture: 
Exempt Class: 

*NONE* 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/results.asp?District=04&AccountNumber=0256230... 12/29/2003 
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PG:86A-10 & PG:86A-l 1 
John W. Coffren House & Store 
1007 Croom Road, Upper Marlboro 
Upper Marlboro & Brandywine Quadrangles 
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• 

P.G . #86A-10 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County, 
Marina King 
May 1986 
East Facade 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust , 
Annapolis, Md . 
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P. G. #86A-10 
John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
West Facade 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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P.G. #86A-10 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
South Facade 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust 
Annapolis, MD 





P. G. #86A-10 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County , 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Stair Hall, West 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis , Md. 





P.G.#86A- 10 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George ' s County 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Stair Hall, East 
Neg : Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md . 
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P. G. #86A-1J 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County, 
Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Parlor and Dining Room 
Neq: Md. Hist. Trust, 
Annapolis , Md . 





P.G . #86A- 10 

John W. Coffren House 
Croom, Prince George's County, 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Plaster Medallion, Hall 
Neg : Md . Hist. Trust , Annapolis , Md . 

• 
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P. G. #86A-10&11 

John W. Coffren House and Store 
Croom, Prince George's County, 
Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Outbuildings 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust , 
Annapolis, Md . 
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PRINCE GFORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES S UM.'lARY SE££1' 

P.G . County Survey ~ 86A-1 0 
~~~~~~~~-

Dat e 

Bui lding Na::~ John ,'{ . Coffren house 

Location 10007 Croom Road , (Jr oom) , Upper MarlboL·o , Md . 

Ope n to Public y e s _x_ no 

The Coffren house is located on the west side of Croom 

Hoad (l. l. Rte . 382) in the village of Or oorn . It is ouil t of 

woo<i , is t wo stories nigh , is three bHys wide and has the main 

ent r ance in the l' irn t; bay . There are t;wo 1nterio1· chimneys 

at the north gable end, spaced evenly at ei ther side of the 

ridge . rhere ls a bracke tea cornice . rhe windows all have 

louvered nhu t t•.!r~; , except the snml l round- arch windows wnich 

nre locntnd , one in each ~able end , nt nttic level . rhere is 

a lean- co ndcl i ti on at the r ~nr of tho house and l'i ve ou '" -

ottild 111:~!~ tlehi nd tlle how '~ . rrhe oltl s ~ore :mildiug 1$ u 1 , a<.: en ;; 

to t;h ' no1· r;h . 

'l'he eHrlie:i t; r1.•1'c,rence to .John 1'1 . Uo :rren ' ~> hou.;e at 

thin loc,tf,1nn \l'rn in a dGc<l r1H1.•.:?d lfi?·~ . 'i..'ha hm.~.rn is si,.ni­

t•ic1mt or-!cHuse of' :i. ts asl ocin Liou ,Ji th thu ad ,i1 cm~ s to!' , 

and b1;:caus~ it is cme of the oluuo t bu:i.ld iugs to r emair. 111 

Groom . 



MARYLAND HI STORIC AL TRUST 
P .G.#86A- 10 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

llNAME 
HISTORIC 

John w. Cofl'ren House 
f.Nr IOR COMMON 

f_f!LOCATION 
S1 REET • NUMBER 

10007 Croom Road (Maryland Route 382) Fourth 
CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Croom v1c1N1TY oF Upper Marlboro 
SlAlE COUNlY 

Maryland Prince George ' s 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC X..OCCUPIED -AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

~ BUILDINGISI x_PRIVATE UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL _PARK 

r _ STRUCTURE _BOTH _WOHi< IN PROGRESS 

Sil£ PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-EDUCATIONAL JC_PRIVATE RESIDEN CE 

_ EN TERTAINMEN I RCLIOIOUS 

- OBJECT .IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED _.GOVERNMEN r - SCllNm1c 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED _ INDUSTRIAL _lAAJloSPORTAllON 

~NO MILITARY OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs. Allene Green Tclc:phonc #: 301 - 627-2)39 
STREET & NUMBER 

10007 Croom Road 
C'ITY TOWN STATE I zip code 

Croom - viciNITYOF Ugper Mo.rJ boro , Md 0 20870 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 1553 
COURTHOUSE. Folio jj:: 3?7 
t1EG1srnv OF DEEDS.ETC Prince George's County Courthouse 
HRCEr & lllUMBFR 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

STATE 

Maryland 

Prince George's 0oun~y Inventory of Hiscoric Sites 
OATE -----

,,,-..... 19'f 4 - FEDERAL -STATE JC-COUNTY -LOCAL 
r ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DEPOSITO Y FOR 

suAvev11EcoRos Calvert Mansion , 4811 Riverdale Road 
CITY. TOWN R. d 1 

1 ver a e , Mur,,1 and STATE 

20840 

h: ·-:-. : 
.~ 



· ·IJ DESCRIPTION 

-E><CELLCNf 

X_GOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_OElERIORATEO 

_RUINS 

_ uN~.XPOSEO 

CHECK ONE 

_UN~LTEREO 

~lTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAl SITE 

-MOvtO DATE _ _ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'L'he Cofr'ren house is located on the " est side o.:r Croom Road 

(Ud . Rte . 382) in the village of Croom. It is ouilt ot' wood, 

is two a toriee high , is three va,yu wide and has the ma:!. n en tr~.nc 
in the first b~y . There are two interior chimneys at the north 

' I 

gable end, s~aced evenly at either side of the ridge . There is 
a br~cked cornice . 1rhe windows all have louvered shutters, ex­

cept the smnll roun<l-arch windows which are located , one in each 
I 

,rf.lble end , at attic level. 'l1hl'?re is a lean- to adclition at the 

rt.-?ur of the house , and five outbui.ldings behiml the house. 1rhe 
old store building i~ adjacent to the nort;h . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



r II SIGNIF ICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400·1499 

_1500 1599 

-~too 1e99 
-1100·1799 

X:..1 800 1899 

_1900. 

--AACHl:ULUUY·PREHISTORIC 

-AR\. HEOLOG Y· HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

~RCHIT£CTURE 
-ART 

-<:OMM(llCI 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFICOATES 1825 - 1850 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITV PLANNING LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION -LAW 

-ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EOUCATIOPll _ llll lllTARV 

-ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

-EXPLOAA flON. SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_I NDUSTRY _POU ncS1GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILOEA/AACHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIE"ICE 

- SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMA NIT ARIAN 

_THEAl(A 

-IRANSPUHIATION 

JC OtHE.n CSf'ECJFYI 

local history 

'!'he earliest reference to John W. Cof:!.'ren 's house at tl11s 

location was in a deed dated 1853 . 1.rhe house is significant be­
cause of its association with the adjacent store and oecause it is 
one of the oldest buildings to remain in Croom. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET .IF NECCSSJ\RY 

.... 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

P .G. County Deeds : #1557 : 357 ; /f 16: 389; JB#12 : 'IO ; JNBJJ24: 384; 

JWBf/24: 179; CSM//1 :31 0 ; JWD#10 :G75 ; ONJi1 :4,2. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSAI\Y 

EliJGEOGRAPHICAL DAT A 
AC.llE>GEOfNOMINATEOPROPERTY 3 acres includes house and store 

r 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PnOPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATL COUNTY 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
N4MC TITl[ 

uargaret w. 6ook 
ORGANIZA HON O.t.TE 

P.G. Historical and ~ultural !.'rust December 1979 
STHEH P.. NVMB fl ti Ll:PHONE 

Calve ...... t Mansion , 4811 Riverdale Ror~d 77 :J-2011 
CITYOR TOWN STAT( 

Riverdale, Mar:vlnnd 20840 

'!'he Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by t.l Act c · tnc Marylancl L·'gitil .ture, t..:> be found in the 
Annot~ted Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Tnventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposLs only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment o f individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-14 38 
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CHA IN Oh' TITLE 

John N. Coffren House ~nd Store P .O. 86A- 10 and 11 

1553 : 357 
20 Oct 195:? 
Deed 

16 : 309 
18 July 1904 
Deed 

,JB#12 : 70 
30 June 1900 
Det·d 

J','ffi/f24: )84 
9 Mny 18CJ3 
Deed 

J ,m//24 : 179 
20 r.tnr 1U93 
J)r-cd 

.Hlh# 10 :6 75 
1 'l Mnr 1.1m<1 
Deed 

'lf AJil 1 : 509 
18 June 1880 
l>ecd 

//1 11 5 
26 Septemoer 1816 
F.quity 

cs·.111 1 : 3 10 
30 ,July 1 B56 
Deed 

ONJ/1 :452 
3 Oct H~5·5 
Dc1':>d 

M11.rt"11re tta Duley , widow , et al to Allene Green , 
3 acres in Nottineham J1&t1·ict 

Edi th May Ryon to Arthur B. Duley and '•. fe 
Margarette Duley, 3 acr~s on road from Uuper 
rrarlboro to Nottingham , together with bui_J.ings 

Jere mi ah Ryon to l·~di th May Ryon 
3 acres on Nottingham road, with buildings 

William ll . raooonfl and wj fe M....:.ry Gibbon.1 to 
.Tereminh Hyon , 3 acr~n on Che roaci from Upper 
Mo.rlboro .. o fot tingharn , 11i t:h ouildings 

Albert and ~>usanna. Curtin to \'/illia111 II. 
Gibbom:;, 18 ucru~) on roud 1rorn Upper tlnrl­
boro to : ~ . ~homas Church ( convcyccl oy 'uck & 
Magruder to rohn W. Coffren , 1856) 

Josephine Owin{;S, wic10•..v, to Susanna Cur•,in , 
58 acres in Croome , c•onve,yed b,y ~homas Ouings , 
trus teo, to 1TosephirH~ Owings , same l::.nd corive,yed 
o.v trustse ,T . Parker Vertzcy to Alice anrl. Rosalie 
Cof frcn 

.J . Parker Veazey , 'tru8tee , to Alice and 
Rosalie Coffrcn , 58 acres in Croome (including 
18 acres sold by Tuck nnd Magruder, truutees, 
to ,John W. Coffren , 1 B56) . Veaze,y was appointed 
trustee to nell real estate 01' John ·.v . Coffren , 
deceaue<l 

Ualc of real estAtc of John W. Coffren , deceaFed , 
J . P . Veazey , crus tee . (Case : .ramco W. Curley 

vB . Susan JI . Coffrcn) 

William H. 'l'uck and C. C. Magruder , trus tel:; , 
to John W. Coffren , 18.- acres , including t'off'.cen ' s 
s-.;ore . Tnis was sold in 185 1 to Robert I Young , 
but the case \'/ilS removed from Chancer,y to Jir-
cui t Court , nnd Hobert Young ha:J ~old ~;u.me to 
Corfren, on which Coffren now liven . 

Hooert I . Ymmg to .John IV. Coffrcn, all that 
land 011 which .Tohn ,'/ . Goft'rcn nnw .rc:sidun , being 
part of "Pages Hes t ''. on we~; t s id c f rori.d 
le·1Jing from ~it . Phornan ~hur-ch (Pnr,c!'· :~·ml) 
to UpJ er .Iarlboro , 1 ~ ·tcrn8. 
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PRINCE GEORGE • s cour~T\' 

HI STORIC SITES SUM.'1.ARY SP.EET 

P.G. County Survey ~ 861\.-11 Date 1825- 1850 

Building Nar. e John W. Coft'rcn Store 

Location 10007 Croom Road , (Croom) , Upper M·u:lboro , Md . 

Open to Public y es _ x_ no 

•ne Corrrur1 ntore building iu loco.teJ in the village of 

Croo:n on the weut; aid e of .l. Rout0 382. It is ~;hnpcd liku u 

Nn.w '·J1c;J and t:nl tbox lirmsc: i;ahlc .roof wi tll tu~ r !:tr elope ~x -

t ·~ 1 IP.rl ~o 'irHt J'loorlPvol . 'rhc L'ront ( •m [. t) lf; 1.wootori•s 

hi •h and three bay::; wid ! 1i th a onP s torv porch 11c i·otm ~ne Lull 

wi•!:;h . rhe door is in 'the CPnt~:r With onn window 011 ~ ·1ch f:iidc . 

'~h ~r ~ are t;wo windows in corr0s ponding s pac~E; at the ~H?Cond 

!'lo or lev .;l . 'Phe nuiJ ding in of wood frame com; t;ru<: ti on . 

Local l egend holds 1,hat thin tmilditH~ wns erec tcd for Tohn 

W. Uofi'ren in 182u . '1'he e:trllest mention in cotlnt,v J.u11d r::COl\ls 

of this Rtorc bui~lin~ is in 1853 . It is the only structure of 

thi::; archi tcc'tural st.vle or age remaininE; in th•; souther n part 

of the countv . 
rrhis l)Ul lcling was used as a genc:?:al s l;ore for many .vears, 

and , for some of thnt t i r.ie , housed the villug.! post office . 
Accord l ng to re!lea.rch ct one by Roy 'r . Suit , :iili tia troops 

ct.:.~illl!d in front. of the store at the commencement of the 

Civil '/ar . A oullet lodged in the wall of the t>uilding w~s 

sup1 osed to !1ave ueun fired o.t a upy durinp; the C:ivil War . 
. . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
P.G. #86A-11 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HlSlORIC John w. Cof' 'ren Store 
ANO/OR COMMON 

11 Croom Store 11 

fEILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBFR 

1 o'007 Croom Road (Maryland Rou te 382) 
CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL OISTRIC r 

Croom v1c1N1TY OF Upper Mar] boro b'rn1rth 
STATE. COUNTY 

Mnryland Prince CTeorP-e's 

l]CLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -OCCUPIED -AGRICUL1URE _ MUSEUlll 

X_eu1L01NG1s1 JC_PRIVAlE X...UNOCCUPlf:O _co~1MERCIAL _PARK 

(' _STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORt\ IN PROGRESS EDUCATIONAL _PAIVA IE RE SI DENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT - RELIGIOUS 

08JEC1 _JN PROCESS _yes RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT - SCI! N TIF IC 

BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED I NOUS TRIAL -TRANSF'ORTATION 

X....NO - MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME • 

~rs . Allene Green Telephone # : 301-62'7.- 2339 
!>TRECT & NUMBER 

10007 Croom Road 
CITY TOWN 

Croom 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

STATE / 
_ v1c1N1TY0F Upper Marlboro, IAd. 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber # : 1553: 
COURTHOUSE Folio # : 357 
REG1sTRY oF oEEos,ETc. Prince neorge 's County Courthouse 

1 HT & NUMBER 

Mui.n Street 
CITY TOWN 

Unper MA.rlboro 
STATE. 

f,far:vland 

zip code 
20870 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

r 
TITLE 

Prince George ' s County Inventory of Hjstoric ::>ites 
DATE 

1974 -FEOERAL -STATE .,x_COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvfYRecoRos Calvert Mansion , 4811 Riverdale Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Riverdale 
STATE 

Mo.rvlalld , 20840 
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j • 

fj DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

~FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X.UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SI TE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANq 

'l'he Coi'f'ren store building is locatad in !;he villSBe o.t' 

Croom on the west aide of Md . Route 382. It is nhaped like u 

New England saltbox house : gaole root' with the rear slope extended 
to firAt; floor level . The front (east) is two stories high and 
three bays wide with a one story porch across the full width. 
'l'he door is in the center with one window on each side . '!'here 
are _, two windows in corresponding spaces at the second floor 
level. 1rhe building is of' wood frame construction • 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PlllEHISTORIC 

_1400 1499 

- 1600 1599 

_ 1600 1699 

_ 1100.1 199 

-ARCHEOLO\iY PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTUR~ 

X-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURf'. 

_CONSERVATION - LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

- EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_RELIGION 

• .,CtEf<.CE 

_SCULPTURE 

•. SOC'AUHUMANITARIAN 

_TtiEATER 
X _ 1800· I 899 - COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRAl. SPORTA l lO"' 

-''°°' _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICSIGOVERNMENT X. OlHER ISP(CIFY) 

_I NVENTION local history 

SPECIFIC DATES 1825- 1850 BUI LOER/ ARCH ITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Local l egend is tha"t this building wAa erected for John N. 

Coffr en in 1826 . The earliest mention in county land records of 
this store building is in 1853. It is the only score building of 

this a r cni t ectural style or age remaining i n the southern part of 

the county . 

(' rhis oui lding was used aa a general store for many years, 

r 

and, ror nome of that t;ime, housed the villrw;c post office . 

Accor.ing to !'ese•1rch done b,y Roy 1.r . Suit, militia t1·oops drilled 

i n tront. of the store ot the commencement of the Givil ,'/ar. A 

bullet lodged in the wal 1 of the Dl•ilding wan supposed to have 

been l ired at a spy during the Civil .'lnr .. 

' \ 

CONTINUF. CN SEP.ARATl~ SHEET l:' NECESSARY 

_, 

~~ii~ 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPIBCAL REFERENCES 
:Prince Leorgc's Oollnty Deeds: ~L1557 : 357 ; #16 : 389 ; JB#12 : 70; 

,JWR# 2~ : 384 , 179; CSM,# 1 : 3 10; JWB// 10 : b 75 ; ON# 1 : 4 S 2 

F.nquirer-Gazet te, 29 Decemoer 1977: ",John W. Cofl'ren, Croom 
Merchant" by Roy T. Suit 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

D.!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OHIOMINATED PROPERTY 3 acres includes the store and house 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST /\LL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR F ROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNIY 

STAT[ COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 1 ITl[ 

~~-M_a~nr~t N. Cook 
OflGANllATION 

P .n . Historical & Gul tural 'rrust 
STREET & NUMBER 

Calvert Mansion , 4811 Riverdal e Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

Riverdale, 

[)IHE 

December 1979 
TELEPHONE 

179-2011 
S1ATE 

Marylnnd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-14 38 
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CHAIN O~' TI'l'LE 

John W. Coffren House smd Store P .G. 86A-10 nnd 11 

1553:357 
20 Oct 1952 
Dc~d 

lb :589 
18 ,July 1904 
Deed 

.rn·112 : 10 
30 J1me 1900 
DC1?d 

,T\'ffi// 24 : 384 
9 Hay 1893 
Deed 

.J :ni(/24 : 179 
?O Mar 1893 
) .. , rt 

J 'IB# 10: 6 75 
14 Mn.r 1889 
Deed 

\'/AJl/1 :509 
1n Jlme 1880 
Deed 

# 1115 
26 September 1876 
r:qui ty 

CSM/)1 : 310 
30 .July 1856 
Dec cl 

ONJ/ 1:452 
3 0'"'t 1H53 
J)111?d 

Margaret t a Duley , widow , et ~1 t o Allene Green , 
3 acr es in Nottinghrun District 

EJ i th May H,yon to Arthur 13 . Dul f::y and ·iii' e 
tv1• rrnrn ti;c Duley , ·; nc1·cs on rood from Upper 
?lar lboro to Nottingham , t;ogethcr wi'th ouildings 

Jeremiah R.Yon to gd i th Ma.v Ryon 
3 acrps on Nottingham road, with buildirt~B 

William B. Giboons and wife M J.l'Y Gibbon~> to 
tfereminh H,yon , 3 ncr~s on the l'OE\d j'rom Jppcr 
~~arlboro to Nottineham , 11i th buildings 

f\1 l>crt .:U1d SusSrnnn. C:llrtin to Nilliam II . 
Gibbono , 18 ncrns on road l'ro:a Upper 1.nrl­
boro "to ~; t; . 'rhomas Church (conveyed by 'tck & 
Magrude1· to .fohn .v . Cor'fren , 1856) 

,Josephine O~ving3 , wid OW , to Susanna Cur tin , 
58 acrea in Crmomc , conveyed by ~homa~ Owjnes , 
trustee to Jose1~ine Owings , same lru1d conveyed 
b.v trus tae .r . Parker \Tc•azey to Alice and Hosal i e 
Coff ren 

J . Parker Veazey, truRtee , to AlicP and 
Ho:rnlie Coffren , 58 acres in Croome (including 
18 acres uold by I'uck ~iud r1agru1ler, tru~ Lees , 
to John W. Coffren , 18~6). Veazey was appointed 
trustee to sell real estatP of ,John .·1. Coffren, 
decensed 

Sale of real estate of John N. Cofi'ren , deceased , 
.r. P . Veazey , trustee . (Cnsc : Jcunes r'I . Curley 

vs . Susan II . Coffren) 

William H. 'l'uck and C. C. Magruder, trustee:; , 
to .Tohn W. Co.ffren , 18+ acreo , includinr, Coffren's 
store . Thi:J was sold jn 185 1 to Robert 1 Young , 
but the case was removed from Chancer.Y to Cir­
cuit Court , and Hobert Young ha~; sold ua:nc to 
C.:oJ' L' ren . on which Uol'frcm now li vc:a . 

Honcrt I . Yotu1g to .Tonn w. Col'i'ro...m, all Lhut 
land on w•1ich .Tohn 'I . cor··ren now r ,1i•l··~,, bP.inP, 
part of "PagC's Rest. " , on west side f rood 
leading from St . 1ho•"ns Church (P3ges ·1 'lnel) 
to Upper farlhoro , 1 ~ acres . 





PG: 86A-ll 
G.M. Hopkins Atlas, 1878 
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P. G. #86A- 11 

John W. Coffren Store 
Croom, Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
North Facade 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, 
Annapolis, MD 
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P. G. #86A- ll 
John W. Coffren Store 
Croom , Prince George ' s County, Maryland 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Southwest Facade 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis , MD 
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P.G . #86A-11 

John W. Coffren Store 
Croom , Prince George's County, 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
South Wall 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, 
Annapolis, Md. 





P. G. #86A-11 

John W. Coffren Store 
Croom, Prince George's County 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Detail , Post Office Boxes 
Neg : Md. Hist . Trust , Annapolis, Md . 
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P. G. #86A-ll 

John W. Coffren Store 
Croom, Prince George's County, 
Maryl and 
Marina King 
May 1986 
Store, East 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, 
Annapolis, Md. 
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