PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET
'Survey #: P.G. #86A-15 Building Date: ca. 1820

Building Name: Mattaponi

Location: 11000 Mattaponi Road, Croom, Maryland

Private/Retreat Center/Occupied/Good/Restricted

Description

Mattaponi is a large brick three-part dwelling originally covered with
stucco, the central block, veneered ca. 1950's in Flemish bond, has two stories, a
hip roof and flanking double interior chimneys on east and west. One story brick
wings with hip roofs extend from the east and west sides; each has flanking double
chimneys corresponding to those on the central block. The southeast chimney on
the main block is false, constructed to maintain design symmetry.The south facade
has been altered from five bays to three, the original five bays remain on the
north. The house stands on a hilltop with a panoramic view of the surrounding
property including an 18th century and two 20th century barns, a pond, a cemetery
and a mill site.

Significance

Traditionally, Mattaponi was the birth place of Robert Bowie, (1750-1818)
Governor of Maryland 1803-06 and 1811-12, but this has not been proven. A house
is known to have existed on the site before 1739, when Court records refer to it.
The present house is a ca. 1820's reconstruction on the foundation of an earlier
structure, with Federal and Greek Revival style moldings, mantels and stair.
Mattaponi was the home of Robert William Bowie, four times a State Delegate and
three times a State Senator, through 1848. Bowie probably completed the house
reconstruction when he acquired the property after his father's death in 1818. It
was sold from the Bowie family in 1868 and has been held by a series of owners
since that time. In 1986 it was purchased by the Archdiocese of Washington for
use as a camp and retreat center.

Acreage: 129.558 acres
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC S;ITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC ]
Mattaponi

AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Mattaponi Rd. (R.R. 3466)

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Upper larlboro ___wianTyor Croom 4th
STATE  Maryland NP G,
ERCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _occuriep —AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) X _PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS -—EDUCATIONAL  X__PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _—_IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED _-GOVERNMENT - SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X no —MILITARY __OTHER:

ESlOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Anna B. Smith (lMrs. =dward J.)

Telephone #: 301-952-0796

STREET & NUMBER
Mattaponi Road

CITY. TOWN
Upper Marlboro ___ viciniryor Croom

STATE, zip code
Marvliand 20870

TBLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. D |G, County Courthouse

Liber #: 4274
Folio #: 623

STREET & NUMBER
Main Street

CITY. TOWN

STATE

Upper Marlboro Maryland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
HABS
DATE
- —FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONGITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT _.DETERIORATED —-UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS X __ALTERED —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mattaponi (an'Indian word mezning "meeting of wat:rs") is a
_large, brick, three-part house situated on a high hill aoove the
Patuxent Valley. The central block, in Flemish oond, is wwo stories
high and has a nip roof. The south front has peen altered from five
bays to three, now having large three-part windows. The north or
rear facade has the original five pays. All of the windows have
flat brick arches. The main entrance is recessed beneath a curved
arch. Delicate tracery decorates the fanlight and sidelights.
There are two interior chimney stacks near the eaveson the east
and west sides. One-story brick wings with hip roofs extend from
the east and west sides of the main block, each with a pair of
interior chimneys placed to correspond with those in the larger
section. The oldest part appears 1o be the cellar under the west
wing which could have been a separate siructure b=fore the rest
of the house was built. ‘

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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'
€l SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1300-1499 _—_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION LAWY __SCIENCE
—1500-1598 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
~—1800-1699 X _ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MIUTARY ~SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
X_1700-1799 - —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC ~—THEATER
X_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY ~—TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —~COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

locsal history

SPECIFIC DATES ;3id 18th & =zarly 19tthUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mattaponi is located on part orf the tract of land patented
to Roger Brooke in 1680, named Brookes Reserve. In 1730 John Bowie
bought the land and then deeded it to his son Captain #William
Bowie, father of Robert Bowie who was the Governor of laryland
from 1803 to 1806, and from 1811 to 1812. Traditionelly,

Governor Bowie was born here, however, this has not been proven.
There has oeen a house located here since vefore 1739, when a Court
record nmentions Hattaponi House and the mill as landmarks in an

0ld road description, Governor Bowie's 1818 inventory refers 1o
his brick house which was not his main residence in the town of
Nottingham. The inventory of his son Robert W. Bowie, in 1848,
lists furnishings whaich corresvond to the present rocms of Matta-
poni. Since 1866, when the house was sold out of the Bowie ramily,

it has had many owners.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMA]JCR BIBLIGGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

P.G. County Land Record, Liber 3732, ~olic 814
* " " " Liber X, Tolios 338~340
n " Inventories, Liber TT#3, Tfolio 102; Liber PC, folio 35.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

HIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

" ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EEiFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Margaret 7. Cook

ORGANIZATION DATE

P.G.C., Historical & Cultural "rust : January 1979
STREET & NUMRER TELEPHONE

5621 Delaw-re Drive 301-839-3638
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Oxon Hill, Karvland 20021

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of indiwvidual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 100




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HISTCRIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET

P.G. County Survey # 86A~15 Date mid 18th & early 19th c.

Building.Name llattaponi

Location liattaponi Road (Croom vicinity), Upper Murlboro

Open to Public _ yes X no

Mattaponi (an Indian word meaning "meeting of waters") is
a large brick three-part house; the central block is laid up
in Flemish bond, has two stories, a hip roof and two interior
chimneys on east and west. One story brick wings with hip
roofs extend froem the east and west sides; each has two interior
chimneys corresponding to those on the central block. The south
facade has been altered from five bays to three, but the original
five bays remain on the north Tacade.

Mattaponi was the home of Robert 3owie, Governor of learyland
1803~-06 and 1811-12, who received the land from his father and
grandfather. His grave is located near the house. Traditionally,
Governor Bowie was born at [attaponi, but this has not been proven.
A house is known to have existed on the site berore 1739, when a
Court record refers to it, but the present house may be in part
an early 19th century reconsiruction.

Governor Bowie's descendants remained at Mattaponi unsil 1866,

when it was “inally sold out of the Bowie family.

i
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NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Arvame T

C OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

§2.

Mattaponi or Geov. Robert Bowie House :

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

- 110C0 Mattaponi Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Croom

STATE COUNTY:

13. CLASSIFICATION

Maryland , — Prlnce George S

STAT
(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE

] District B Building |0 Public Public Acquisition: X Occupied Yes:

0 Site (3 Structure Private [ In Process (J Unoccupied O Restrictsd
] Object [ Bosh [] Being Considered (3 Preservation work [ Unrestricted

' in progress )‘ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural ] Government O Park [0 Transportation {J Comments
{2 Commercial O industrial BB Private Residence [ Other (Specity)
[] Educational O Militery [0 Religious

{] Entertainment 3 Museum ] Scientific

“QWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

E. D. Smith

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mattaponi Road

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Croom Maryland

s LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

$: REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS . . . -

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Upper Marlboro ‘ . " Maryland

itle Reference of Current Deed (Book,&_qu #)°

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 19726 E Federal [ Stote {J County O Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Library of Congress

[STREET AND NUMBER:

10 First St. SE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

| Washington, DC

L i
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[7. DESCRIPTION

({Check One)
8 Excellent [J Good O Foir {7] Deterioroted [J Ruins. {3 ‘Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
B Altered - (O Uncitered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present house was built about 1815-20 to replace an
earlier house of about the same dimensions; the house was
stuccoed originally, but in the 1950's was veneered with brick
to give it a Georgian appearance. The wings, however, were
not veneered but the stucco has been removed and the brick was
sand blasted. The chimneys--two on each end of the main block
and two at the end of each wing-—-are still stuccoed and scored
to look like stone.

The facade is three bays with a central entrance. The
doorway arch surrounds a classical revival frame of door and
leaded glass sidelights and leaded fanlight; a transom bar
between the fanlight and doorway is supported by engaged
fluted columns between the door and sidelights. The flanking
windows are three part, with jack arches of thin brick above;
the central sash is 6/6 double hung, flanked by 4-1light, non-
moveable sash. The second floor windows are also three-part
-sash. -

33

The rear facade is five bays with a central doorway
similar to that of the main facade. The windows are 6/6
double hung sash with wide wooden sills. A porch covers the
three center bays.

Each of the two wings is two bays with three-part windows,

Above a shallow cornice is a low, hipped roof. In plan,
the househas a T-plan hall running across the front and
through the center of the house. The two rooms open off the
center hall; the fireplaces are marble with Ionic entablature.
The hallway has fluted columns and pilasters supporting a low
segmental arch; the pilaster fluting is narrow. The doorway
architraves have fluting and corner blocks; the door panels
are shallow. : '

SNOILONYLSNI

Gov. Robert Bowie is buried near the house.
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B SioRiFICARCE
- PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) .
[ Pre-Columbian O V6th Century @ 18th Century : 3 20th Century
O 15th Century {0 171h Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1747: rebuilt c, 1815-20
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) ) .
Abor iginal [0 Educetion O Political (O Urbon Planning
3 Prehistoric [ Engineering {J Religion/Phi. (] Other (specity)
) Historic [ 1ndustry losophy
O Agriculture 1 Invention - [ Science
[ Architecture O Lendscape O3 Sculptere
0O An Architecture O Secial/Humon-
] Commerce [ Literature itarion
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T Conservation 3 Music ) Tronsportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Gov. Robért Bowie may have lived here--also owned Cedars
s at Nottingham--may have rebuilt it; Bowieville for
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11.: FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

MNCPPC 16 Sept 74

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

_Silver Spring Maryland

~JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [ Local (O

Signature
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LstaTe  Md. 2 B HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
COUNTY PG é& e INVENTORY
TOWN vicmity  #81
STREETNO. Sager rd. ‘ 2.name Mattaponi

ORIGINAL OWNER Bowie family
ORIGINAL USE priv dwell
PRESENT OWNER John E, Sager

PRESENT USE recreation area
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick
NO. OF STORIES 2%

"@nooke’s Reserve " (DFR)
DATE OR PERIOD central sect 1745
STYLE wings 1820
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

Glazed stretchers(?)

OPEN TO PUBLIC

hip roof with extention wings
house changed, woner has put in modern bay windows

no danger except from owner.

#81-A
early 19th

located on Md, 382 so. of Nottingham rd.. f.mlle . e

T 3story brick, and ioft.
English bond.
L-shaped

early part brick, larger part of L ®lapboard
brick section had small ¥ng wich is now gone

no occupants,

- [NURPAE
Nt — N

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered

in danger, needs to be investigated

interior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP {Plen Optienal)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

Barle

+ NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Bowie, 17'55406550656-675068 »719,721,749,767,776

Fovwonm. N valn.\ Whnc v , 654 o &3

Ruonm | Suwmny

DATE OF RECCRED

\

F
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6520:868
22 Dec. 1986
Deed

5622:48
24 Nov. 1982
Deed

4274:623
7 Sept. 1973
Deed

3732:814
6 May 1969
Deed

1684:355
23 Dec. 1953
Deed

619:170
2 June 1941
Deed

396:39
27 June 1932
Deed

313:102
29 Oct. 1927
Deed

171:193
12 May 1921
Deed

102:410
23 April 1915
Deed

Chain of Title
Mattaponi
P.G. #86A-15

Mattaponi Limited Partnership to James A. Hickey, Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Washington. For $775,000 grantors
convey 129.55 acres, subject to access to a cemetery plot.

Edward J. Smith and Thomas B. Yewell, Rep. in Estate of Ann
Bowie Smith, Ad. #28986, Edward J. Smith, Sr. et al. and
Mattaponi Limited Partnership. Parties of first, second
and third parts grant to 4th part title to 2 parcels 13.19
acres and 179.56 acres, conveyed 4274:623.

Edward William Tupling and Samuel W. Freed, Trustees, pur-
suant to Deed of Trust 3732:804, to Ann B. Smith. For $10
grantors convey 13.19 and 179.56 acres.

Rebecca N. Sager, heir under will of Charles Elwood Sager,
and Richard Huhn, Trustee, to Edward William Tupling,
Trustee and Samuel W. Freed, Trustee under Declaration of
Trust, October 6, 1962. For $10 grantors convey lots in
Nottingham District, part of land described in 1684:355,
13.19 and 179.56 acres.

Charles Douglas Sager and Rebecca N. Sager, widow, to
Charles Elwood Sager. For $10 grantors convey part of Lot
1, or Widows' Dower, platted March 15, 1851, filed in
Equity #53, 300 acres.

Charles Elwood Sager to Charles D. Sager. For $10 grantor
conveys land obtained from Charles D. Sager, June 27, 1932,
recorded 396:39. Contains 300 acres.

Charles D. and Rebecca N. Sager to Charles Elwood Sager.
For $10 grantors convey land obtained from Nellie F. and
Percy S. Talbot, 300 acres, together with all stock,
machinery and crops.

Nellie F. and Percy S. Talbot to Charles D. Sager. For $10
grantors convey 300 acres.

Fred J. Gauntlett and Fannie M. Gauntlett to Nellie F.
Talbot. For $10 grantors convey Lot 1, designated in
Equity #53 as Widow's Dovwr. Conveyed April 23, 1915,
102:410. Contains 300 acres.

William G. and Virginia Green to Fred J. Gauntlett. For
$10 grantors convey land obtained from Sarah Clagett
Marbury, widow, May 8, 1902, 7:268, part of Mattaponi Farm,
300 acres.




7:268
8 May 1902
Deed

JWB 36:21
11 Feb. 1896
Mortgage

HB 4:593
8 April 1871
Deed

HB 2:200
15 March 1869
Indenture

WAJ 1:399
14 Aug. 1867
Will

CSM 1:236-8
31 May 1856
Indenture

Equity #53
Notice:
7 July 1849

P SLh-15

Sarah Clagett Marbury, widow, of Washington, D.C. to
William G. Green. For $10 and assumption of mortgage,
grantor conveys land obtained from Charles Clagett,
Trustee, April 8, 1871, H.B. 4:593. Part of Mattaponi, 300
acres.

Fendall and Sarah Marbury indebted to William H. Perkins of
Baltimore for $3,200. To secure repayment, execute this
mortgage on Mattaponi, 300 acres. Obtained April 8, 1871,
HB 4:593.

Charles Clagett, Trustee, sells lands of late William J.
Berry, to Sarah Clagett Marbury (Sarah Clagett Berry), 300
acres.

Daniel Clarke, Trustee, to Jeremiah Berry, et al. By
decree of Circuit Courty, George Forbes vs. James J. Bowie,
Equity, 1863, Clarke appointed Trustee. On 28 Feb. 1867
sold 300 acres Mattaponi to William J. Berry.

Catherine Bowie appoints son James J. Bowie executor.
Proceed of sale of estate to Dr. John H. Skinner, in trust
for James J. Bowie.

William H. Tuck and Caleb C. Magruder, Trustees to James J.
Bowie. By decree of Chancery Court, January 29, 1851,
Trustees appointed to sell real estate of Robert W. Bowie,
called Mattaponi. Sold in 1851 dower part to James J.
Bowie - Lot 1, 300 acres. Catherine Bowie has life estate.

Nicholas Stonestreet et.al., vs. Catherine Bowie, widow.
Auction 1,250 acres Mattaponi on which Robert W. Bowie,
deceased, resided. Sold for County and State tax for the
year 1848.
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Mattaponi
Prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987
South elevation

Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

Prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987

North elevation

Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

Prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987

West elevation

Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

Prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987

East elevation

Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

Prince George's County, MD

Marina King

April 1987

South, main entry

Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

Prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987

Entry hall, Tooking north
Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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Mattaponi

prince George's County
Marina King

April 1987

Entry hall, looking west
Neg: MD Historical Trust
Annapolis, MD
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PG: 86A-15 MATTAPONI

Ip Photo: Historic American Buildings
Cinge q- Survey, 1936

B View: Basement kitchen
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Photo: Historic American Buildings
Survey, 1936

View: Entrance hall
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Photo: Historic American Buildings
Survey, 1936

View: Front facade, from south



