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1. Name 

historic Brookefield of the Berrys (pref erred) 

and ·or common Brookefield at Molly Berry 

2. Location 

street & number 12510 Molly Berry Road 

O#B No. 1024-0018 
Erplr•• 10-11-87 

PG:86A-20 

For NPS uM only 

received 

date entered 

NIA not for publication 

city, town Croom _!_vicinity of Fourth Congressional District 

state Maryland code 24 county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
_district 
__x_ building(&) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
..Jl._ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_In process 
_ being considered 

_X_not applicable 

Status 
-1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
_x_·no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Francis O'Brien (Linda) 

street & number 12510 Molly Berry Road 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertalrvnent 
_government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

code 033 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Upper Marlboro N1A vicinity of state Maryland 20772 

s. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse 

street & number Main Street 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 20772 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Maryland Historical Trust 

title Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? _yes ..X- no 

mite 1974 _ federal ..L. state _county _ loul 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 

PG:86A-20 

Condition 
_x_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ ruins _x_ altered _x_ moved date mea.Lhouse moved early 1987 
_unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Nunber of Resources: 
Contributing Noncontributing 

4 2 buildings 
0 0 sites 
0 0 structures 
0 0 objects 

4 2 Total 

Nunber of previously listed National 
Register properties included in this 
nanination: 0 

Original and historic functions and uses: agriculture, residential 

DESQUPTIOO SUMMARY: 

Brookef ield of the Berrys is an early nineteenth century frame 
gable-roof plantation house which stands in a canplex of contemporary and 
later outbuildings south of Crcx:m. The hruse, begun circa 1810 and canpleted 
in 1840, consists of a two-and-one-half story main block, with two exterior 
brick chimneys at each ~ble end; extending fran one ~ble end and enclosing 
one chimney is a one-and-one-half-story ki. tchen wirg with a single exterior 
brick chimney. 'lbe building, constructed in two stages, exhibits fine Federal 
and Greek Revival style decorative detail. In addition to the dwelling, five 
outbuildings stand on the naninated ·ten-acre property: a nineteenth century 
granary, a nineteenth century snc*ehouse and a similar balancing nineteenth 
century dependency, a twentieth century corn crib, and a 1986 garage/
outbuilding. 

For General Description, see Continuation Sheet No. 1. 
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Brookef ield of the Berrys is an early nineteenth century frame 
gable-roof dwelling which stands in a canplex of contanporary and later 
outbuildings. The house consists of a two-and-one-half-story main block, with 
two exterior brick chimneys at each gable end; extending fran one gable end 
and enclosing one chimney is a one-and-one-half story kitchen wing with a 
single exterior brick chimney. The building was begun circa 1810 and 
canpleted in 1840. 

The main block is approximately 44 by 30 feet, five irregular mys by 
three bays. Entrance is in the central, but slightly off center my of the 
principal west facade, through a. door with sidelights and elliptical Federal 
style fanlight. There is an identical d<X>r in the east facade. Siding is 
plain horizontal boa.rd painted white. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash. The 
boo.rd surrounds of the windows have inner bead, flat ruter band and plain 
corner blocks, and are painted brown. All trim and corner boards are also 
painted brown. The louvered shutters have been ranoved fran most windows. The 
windows of the west facade are not synmetrically spaced. The windows in the 
first two bays are slightly narrower and more closely sptced than those in the 
other mys. The east facade is also irregular, with only one wider 00.y sooth 
of the entrance. The fourth or nortl:Joost bay is filled with a projecting 
bathrocm addition on both stories. 

The central entrances on the east and west facades have six-panel 
doors. The molded casing of each d<X>r has bulls eye corner blocks and frames 
the sidelights and elliptical fanlight. The three-pane sidelights are filled 
with patterned stained glass (recent replacements by the present owners) over 
molded wainscot panels. The fourteen sections of the elliptical fanlight are 
fillErl with patterned stained glass in shades of red, yellow and lavemer. 

Across the five-bay west facade is a one-story hip-roof porch, 
probably added in the late nineteenth century, supported by turned posts with 
jig-sawn brackets, and with a new plain bi.lustered railing. The central 
access is framed by plain railing with molded spherical caps. 

Across the east facade is a two-story shed-roof veranda supported by 
turned posts with jig-sawn brackets like tlx>se of the west porch. Central 
access to the entrance is similar to that of the west facade but by means of a 
flight of three brick steps. There is a side entrance to the veranda f rcm the 
sooth. The northnost part of the veranda is enclosed on both first and second 
stories to fonn bathroans. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 2 
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At each of the north and sooth gable ends of the ma.in block are two 
tall corbelled brick chimneys laid in 5: 1 c.cmnon bond. At the south gable 
end, the two chimney are asymnetrically located in relation to the ridge. The 
chimneys are of unequal size. The chimneys have weatherings at second story 
level and are freestanding above the weatherings. There are two similar 
chimneys at the north gable end, ala:> asymnetrically located. The easterly 
chimney is partially enclosed by the kitchen wing. 

The gable roof is covered with wood shingles and has two rectangular 
hatches on the west plane near the ridge. The narrow boxed cornice is painted 
brown. The main block rests on a brick fwndation which encloses a full 
cellar. One of the shallow cellar windows on the west frundation wall is 
barred by tapered wcxxien pegs which appear to be original. 

Extending north fran the north gable end of the main block, flush with 
the east facade, is a one-and-one-half story kitchen wing, 22 by 16 feet, 
three mys by two. I ts gable roof bas a steeper pitch than that of the main 
block. Entry into this kitchen wing is in the first bay of the west facade 
through a plain door with plain board surrrund. 'Ibis door is sheltered by a 
sna.11 entry porch with a gable-roof canopy supported by turned bracketed 
pests. The porch floor is of brick. The only other opening in the west facade 
of the wing is a narrOlf 1 /1 windOll in the third bay, close to the 
northwesterly chimney of the ma.in block. Another entrance in the central my 
of the three-bay east facade is through a plain door with plain board 
surrrund. Another door in the first my was recently ranoved and replaced by a 
window. Windows in the east facade are 4/4 double lnlng sash. Across the east 
facade is a one-story shed-roof facade-wide porch supported by plain pests and 
resting on brick piers. 

At the north gable end of the wing is an exterior corbelled brick 
chimney at the ridge. This chimney, like those of the ma.in block, is laid in 
ccmnon bond. The kitchen chimney, however, bas a narr011 wedge crurse 
incorporated into the bonding. It is freestancUng above the weatherings and 
flanked by two tiny square wood frame druble hung sash windows of two-over-two 
lights both at the first story and loft levels. The cornice of the wing is 
plain with a plain rake board which is painted brown. The kitchen wing rests 
on a brick foundation which encloses a very shallow crawl SJ;Rce that is no 
longer accessible. 

The trim in the interior spaces varies, sane in the Federal style, 
sane Greek Revival. Trim in the wide central passage is Greek Revival in 
style with sharply profiled grooves and rolls-eye corner blocks with recessed 
centers. There is a paiestal chair-rail with sharp profile and a high molded 
l:nseboard. An elliptical arch divides the central passage. It has the same 
sharply profiled molding as the door surrounds. The ca.pi tals of the pilasters 
are distinguished by overlapping horizontal moldings. Floorboards probably 
original are wide and laid in tongue-in groove joints. 

See Continuation Sheet No 3 
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The open-string twcrf light staircase is inset in the widened east end 
of the central passage. It rises toward the east along the south wall of the 
passage, turns 90 degrees at a sna.11 landing, and continues to the second 
floor. It has a slim turned newel and plain square balusters. A snooth 
rrunded walnut handrail is mitered to the plain rrund newel cap which is 
pegged to the newel post. Stair-ends are bracketed, and the spandrel is 
paneled. The staircase prombly dates fran the first, circa 1810 period of 
construction of the house. 

All roans have wooden mantels Greek Revival in style rut no two are 
identical. The other trim in the two northerly parlors and the southeast 
parlor is Federal in style, while that in the southwest parlor is, like the 
central passage, Greek Revival in style. The sna.11 southeast roan bas a 
twcrstep :nolding around the door and windows, with an astragal bead bonding 
and separating the broken field. There is palestal chair-rail and high molded 
baseboard. The mantel bas a plain frieze with plain pilasters and scallop 
molding arrund the firebox and on the shelf. A twentieth century narrow-boo.rd 
floor bas been laid over the older wide tongue-in-groove boards. 

The snall northeast roan has surrrunds, chair-rail and baseboo.rd 
similar to those in the sna.11 southeast roan. The mantel in this roan bas a 
plain frieze flanked by paneled pilasters. 

The larger northwest roan is more fonna.l than the two easterly roans. 
Surrrunds, chair-rail and baseboo.rds are similar to tlx>se in the two snaller 
roans rut the mantel is more ornate. At the center and ends of its frieze are 
projecting rectangular panels. There is a band of lozenge molding directly 
under the shelf. The flanking pilasters have two mnds of vertical astragal 
molding. 

The southwest roan is the largest and most fonnal, and, like the 
central passage, is canpletely finished in the Greek Revival style. The door 
and window surrrunds have sharply profiled grooves, and rolls-eye corner 
bloc.ks with recessed centers. The pedestal chair-rail has a sharper profile 
than that of the other three parlors, and it bas a similar high molded 
base~. Windows have paneled jambs and soffi ts with wainscot -panels 
beneath. The cornice, ceiling medallion and cupboard have been recently 
installed carefully matching the existing molding where possible. The mantel 
in this southwest parlor is similar to, rut more ornate than, that in the 
dining roan. It has deeply molded pilasters and projecting rectangular panels 
at the center and ends of the frieze. Above the frieze is a mnd of 
double-lozenge molding, and the edge of the shelf is enbellished with a 
bead-and-reel molding. The wood appears to be grained. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 4 
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The stair rises to a wide central passage on the second story. Above 
the first-story elliptical arch is a simpler two-step moldi~ which forms a 
corresponding di vision of the second-story passage. Above each of the 
first-story parlors is a second-story bedroan. The wooi trim of these second 
story roans is slightly plainer than that in the first-story roans: two-step 
moldings surrounding the doors, and one-step moldings surrrunding the windows. 
The baseboards are possibly later additions. 

The bedroan is to the southwest and has a mantel with a plain frie-Le 
and a course of lozenges below the shelf. The mantel in the northwest roan 
bas a projecting rectangular panel centered in the frieze. The firebox is 
flanked by paneled pilasters. There is a plainer mantel in the snall 
southeast bedrcxm; it has a plain frie-Le and molded pilasters. The northeast 
bedroan has the snallest mantel. It has a plain frieze and plain pilasters 
rut boldly profiled molding under the shelf. As indicated above, all mantels 
are Greek Revival in style. 

Beneath the second run of the staircase, a flight of steps descends 
into the cellar SJRce. The west wall of this cellar staircase is covered with 
wide hand-riven clapboards joined with a mixture of rosehead and machine-made 
nails. In the cellar, the brick frundation walls are visible. In the 
northeast corner, however, the foundation is of stone. Arched brick 00.ses 
supJX>rt the chimneys. In the northwest arch, the centering is still in place, 
a rare survival. 

The attic of the main block is lighted by a wooi frame double hung 
sash wind<JR of six-over-six lights in each gable end. There is a ridge boo.rd, 
a rare feature before the twentieth century, joined to the rafters by pegs 
struck alternately fran right and left. The collar beams are aloo pegged to 
the rafters. There are purlins in the east plane of the roof, rut not in the 
west plane, suggesting the break in constniction phases. The wide floor 
boards are joined with rosehead nails, indicating finishing during the first 
phase of construction. 

The north wing consists of a kitchen in the northerly space and a 
pantry joining it to the main block. During recent restoration work, a series 
of old brick footings was revealed beneath the kitchen floor, possibly 
representing an earlier structure. Centered in the north wall is a large 
brick fireplace with hand-hewn wooden lintel. The fireplace had been closed 
rut was recently reopened. A steep enclosed stairway rises in the southwest 
corner of he kitchen (eastward, along the south wall) to the loft space above 
kitchen and pantry. Rafters in the loft are of hewn timbers, mortised and 
pegged. Floor level of the kitchen wing is lower than that of the main block, 

· a three st.ep rise fran the kitchen/pantry into the northeast parlor. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 5 

--· -------------
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roo e 1e bas a canplex of outbuildings, five within the naninated 
10 acres, and four outside its boundaries. Directly south of the house, about 
35 feet to the south, is a snall pyramidal-roof snoke house, 10-1/2 feet 
square. This nineteenth century building is sided with plain horiz.ontal board 
and bas boxed cornice. It rests on a brick frundation and has a wood shingle 
roof. Entrance is through a batten door in the north facade. 

About 30 feet northeast of the hruse is another pyramidal-roof 
rutbuilding, meat house, of the same size. This building stood just rutside 
(north) of the ten acres owned by the present residents, but was moved early 
in 1987 onto the naninated property. This outbuilding is sided with wide, 
hand-riven horizontal boards and has a boxed cornice. Its hand-hewn sill 
rests on brick piers. At the peak of its roof (covered with asphalt shingle) 
are the rennants of a wooden finial. Entrance is thrrugh a l:Rtten door in its 
south facade. The roof structures includes large hewn horizontal beams joined 
in radiating spoke configuration. 

Approximately 300 feet to the southeast is an early nineteenth century 
gable-roof barn or granary measuring 24 by 16 feet. It is sided with wide 
hand-riven horizontal boa.rd. Its hewn sillbeams rest on a deteriorating brick 
foundation. Entrance is thrrugh a batten door centered in the south gable 
end. Above the door, a large open winda.v lights the loft level. The interior 
of this building is finished with horizontal board paneling, laid with 
tongue-in-groove joints. The gable roof is covered with a new corrugated 
metal roof. 

North of the granary, across the east yard f ran the hruse and still 
within the naninated 10 acres, is a snall twentieth-century corn crib 
constructed of vertical slats with wood shingles covering the gable roof. 

A new rutbuilding/garage is presently under construction in the east 
yard, near the access lane and west of the granary. It is one-and-one-half 
stories in height, is clad with horizontal board and has a gable roof covered 
with wood shingles. There are frur gable donners on each of the east and west 
planes of the roof. There are three opening bays in the west of this 
building. The building rests on a concrete frunda.tion faced with brick. This 
building will be a non-contributing elanent in the ncminated property, but it 
bas been constructed to be canpatible with the contributing buildings. -

The entire canplex of buildings is located on level fannland between 
Croan and North keys. The canplex of buildings is set back approximately 
1,200 feet east of Molly Berry Road, with a cornfield separating than frcm 
that road. Access is by a long unpaved lane which runs east along the sruthern 
boun1ary of the present ten-acre parcel fran Molly Berry Road. Rannants of an 
old gate are visible in the underbrush at the edge of the road, on a direct 
line with the front (west) door of the hruse. The ten-acre parcel is 

See Continuation Sheet No. 6 



NPS Form 10.-. 
(MS) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __ 7_ Page __ 6_ 
Brookefield of the Berrys 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

PG:86A-20 

·-
separated by a split rail fence fran an adjoining fann on the sooth, and it is 
bo..uxled by woods on the east. Yoong deciduous trees and old cedars are 
planted on the imnediate grwnds of the Brookefield hwse and fann ruildings. 

Foor more ootbuildings belong historically to the canplete ccmplex rut 
are located ootside the ten acres owned by the current residents. Approxi -
mately 100 feet northwest of the house is a nineteenth-century saltbox-roof 
stable •. This is a gable-roof structure which has been expanded by a shed 
addition to the rear (north), giving it a saltbox profile. The hewn sill of 
the original section rests on a brick foondation, while the rear extension 
rests on brick piers. Siding of the entire wilding is of wide horizontal 
boards, sane of which are circular sawn. The roof is covered with wood 
shingles in serious disrepair. Entrance is through a batten door roughly 
centered in the sooth facade. There are two more openings, into the ea.st and 
west facades of the extension. Two snall square four-pane single sash windows 
light the grwnd level in ea.ch gable end; above than in the ea.st gable end is 
a large window opening. 

West of the stable, and set mck slightly to the north is a long shed, 
with vertical siding (mostly circular sawn). Standing seam tin covers its 
shed roof. 

East of these ruildings, just north of the naninated 10 acres is 
another early twentieth century corn crib; it is constructed of vertical 
slats, and green asphalt shingle covers its gable-roof. 

Northeast of the stable and shed, also ootside the ten-acre parcel, is 
a gable-roof slave quarter. This sna.ll (20 by 16 feet) two-roan 
one-and-one-half-story structure is sided with wide hand-split horizontal 
boards, unpainted and joined by square cut machine-made nails; it has a boxed 
cornice, and a wood shingle roof. Its deteriorated hand-hewn sill rests 
directly on the grwnd. The wilding has no chimney, rut there is evidence of 
the original chimney in a reruil t portion of the east gable end. Entrance is 
thrwgh a mtten door centered in the three-bay sooth facade; it is flanked by 
4/ 4 double hung sash windows, partly missing; a ground-level window and a 
loft-level window light the west gable end. The interior walls are lined with 
narrow vertical circular sawn boards, and there is a tiny boxed- two-run 
staircase in the northwest corner. 

Lrwo windows in this roan had legends scratched into the panes; the panes have 
been removed and preserved. In one of the scutherly windows is incised ''MJB." 
MJB was possibly a manber of the Berry family. MSB Chew was certainly 
Margaret Sprigg Bowie Chew (a first cousin of Robert W. Bowie, Brookefield's 
owner in 1837), and in 1843 married William H. Tuck, the attorney who handled 
the sale of the Brookefield property. 
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Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
_ 150()-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
J._ 1800-1899 
_ 190()-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning . __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic ___ conservation ___ law _ science 
__ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
l architecture ___ education __ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering ___ music humanltari8n 
··- commerce ___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
_communications ____ industry __ politics/government _transportation 

___ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1810, 1840 Builder: Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraphl Applicable Criteria: C 
Applicable Exceptions: none 

Significance Evaluated: local 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Brookefield of the Berrys is an excellent example of an early 
nineteenth century plantation house of a successful and prosperous planter in 
Sruthern Prince George's Crunty. The hruse is particularly significant 
because it was built in two stages. Construction was begun circa 1810 
structural details in parts of the wilding e.g., the framing of the attic and 
the use of wrought nails indicate construction in this period, and the 
principal entrances and trim in sane parlors are Federal in style. The hruse 
was f inishErl in 1840 by John Thanas Berry. This second wilding phase is 
reflected in the Greek Revival style DX>ldings and mantels in the fonna.l living 
spaces. Brookefield exhibits several rare or unique architectural details, 
e.g., the rare surviving roof fonn with its ridgeboard and multiple purlins, 
the unique local example of clapboard interior wall shea. thing, and the rare 
survival of centering in the chimney support. Berry and his descendants lived 
at Brookefield fran 1840 until 1976; three generations of the family have 
farmed the land continurusly, and their farmstead bas been one of the most 
prosperrus in the area. This nineteenth century farmstead is well represented 
by the canplex of rutwildings surrounding the hruse. Broakefield exanplifies 
an rutstanding plantation house and fa.ml of an important Prince George's 
Crunty family, fran the ante-bellum period to the middle of the twentieth 
century. 

For History and Support, see Continuation Sheet No. 7 
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HISTORY AND SUPPOOT 

Brookefield of the Berrys is an excellent example of an early 
nineteenth century plantation house of soo.thern Prince George's County. It 
stands on part of the large (2,530 acre) tract called Brookefield whidl was 
patented in 1664 by Thanas and Baker Brooke. 1 Parts of this large tract were 
passed down thralgh generations of the Brocite family, and in the late 
eighteenth century, a portion of Brocitefield between Nottingham and Croan, was 
the lXJne plantation of Dr. Richard Brocite, great~randson of the p!.tentee, 
Thanas Brooke. At his death in 1783, Dr. Brooke devised this ''part of 
Brocitefield I now live on" to his &>n~ TlDnas FrErlerick Brocite, who continued 
to live at his father's plantation. In 1806 Thanas F. Brooke sold his 
354-1/2 acre plantation, plus a 62-1/4-acre ~oining parcel of land, to John 
Duvall, a merchant fran nearby Nottingham. It was Duvall who began 
construction of the present house at Brookef ield. 

The house shows evidence of construction begun rut not canpleted in 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century, e.g., the pegged ridge board and 
early wrcught nails in the attic, as well as the Federal style fanlights over 
the principal entrances and Federal style trim in three of the parlors. 
Duvall never finished the hCllSe. In 1824 a judgnent for $8,000 was brought 
against him and in 1928 a writ of fieri faclas was issued against him. 
Sheriff Edward W. Belt was ordered to seize and sell Duvall 's Brookef ield 
plantation. This the sheriff di<\ and the land was purchased as an investment 
by Robert w. Bowie of Mattaponi. Bowie was the son of Governor (1803-1806, 
1811-1812) Robert Bowie and owned considerable land in the Nottingham 
District. It is uncertain whether he intended to finish the large and 
potentially elegant house which Duvall had started. Bowie himself lived at 
Mattaponi, a substantial FErleral style brick mansion two miles to the 
northeast. Menbers of Bowie's family certainly spent sane time at 
Brookefield, as evidenced by gie incised initials of his caisin on a pane of 
glass in the soo.thwest parlor. 

Bowie never c.anpleted the house but in Decanber 1839 advertised the 
plantation for sale. The llarlboro Gazette carried -the advertisanent and it 
was repeated in the Ratiooal. Intelligencer, printed in Washington, 12 Decanber 
1839: "A fine estate in Prince George's Crunty ••• I will sell, at private 
sale, my Brookefield fann, formerly owned by Jam Duvall, Esq., containing 
upwards of 600 acres ••• unquestionably one of the best of its size in the 
County ••• it lies about three miles fran the Patuxent River at Nottingham, is 
in an excellent state of cultivation, and capable of producing fran 80 to 100 
hogsheads of tobacco annually ••• [also corn, white wheat, rye and other sna.11 
grain] ••• [it is] under good enclosures, is well watered, has an ablndance of 
timber... There is a large and handsane dwelling hruse on the estate whidl 
has never been quite finished, and other buildings necessary for the use of 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8 

---------- --------
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the farm ••• [I] will also offer ••• 8 or 10 likely young Negroes and the stock 
and farming utensils on the place. . • Applf to me at my residence, Robert W. 
Bo.vie, Mattaponi, Prince George's County.' An offer was made imnediately by 
John Thanas Berry and Bowie agreed to sell. 7 

John Tb:mas Berry was one of nine children of William Berry of 
Greenland south of Upper Marlboro. The younger Berry grew up on the Greegland 
plantation, which passed in 1839 to his older brother, Alfred M. Berry. It 
was in this same year that John T. Berry contracted to purchase Brookefield. 
John T. Berry became a highly successful planter. Throughrut his ownership of 
Brookefield, the plantation was valued at a very high rate $40,000) in 
canparisoo with similar plantation/farms of southeastern Prince George's 
County. Into the twentieth century, his family was known for its wealth and 
praninence. Tax assessnents, as well as census real estate values, indicat9 
that Brookefield of the Berrys was one of the most prosperous in the area. 
The read which gives access to the fann bears their name to this day. 

John T. Berry moved into the house on the first of January, 1840, and 
began the work of finishing it. He soon brought with him his three children 
by his deceased first wife and his f'~d new bride, l.Duisa Talburtt, by whan 
he wruld have four more children. Berry canpleted the construction and 
anbellishnent of the house. The central passage and the southwest parlor 
(largest) were finished with particularly fine Greek Revival style moldings. 
Wooden mantels were installed in all of the rcxms. The slave quarter, which 
sti 11 stands northeast of the house, and the granary to the southeast, were 
probably aloo constructed at this time 

Robert W. BatYi.e died in 1848, before John T. Berry had canpleted his 
Jnyments for the B~efield plantation and before a legal deed for the 
property had been executed. Berry, therefore, applied to William H. Tuck, 
executor of Robert w. Bowie's estate, to execute such a deed. Tuck did so in 
1856, indicating that Berry had canpleted the agreed

1
payments, and legally 

conveying to him the 691-2/3-acre Brookefield property. 

Since 1840, descerrlants of John Themas Berry have lived at Brookefield 
-for nearly 140 years. After Berry's death in 1884, the plantation was divided 
between his oons. William Pinkney Berry rana.ined in his father's house and 
operated the 302-acre farm on the east side of the road fran Crcxm to North 
Keys, while his brother, Roger Bernard Berry, fanned the 258-acre portion of 
the property on the west side of the same road. At the end of the nineteenth 
century, William Pinkney Berry's fann included the hruse and imnediate 
rutbuildings (snoke house and meat house) a tenant house, two barns, a corn 
crib, the granary (which was aloo used as a carriage house), and f rur houses 
for servants (including the slave quarter which still stands). The assessed 

See Continuation Sheet No. 9 
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value of the 302-acre farm, including livestock. and household furniture, 
indicates that Brookefield was one of the most prosperous fanns in the entire 
saitheast section of the county. 12 

William Pinkney Berry's first wife, Caroline Plater, bad died in 1884 
at the time of the birth of their only child, William P. Berry, Jr. Within a 
few years, Berry married his deceased wife's sister, Mary Plater. A daughter, 
Caroline Plater Berry, was born to then in 1895. When the elder Berry died in 
1904, his estate was divided between his widow, Mary, and his son, William, 
Jr. The Equity Cwrt, late in 1905, ordered the disposition of the property, 
and Brookefield was described as a ''highly improved farm containing 302-1/4 
acres improved by a fine dwelling with modem conveniences and wtblildings, 
[and] two large tomcco mrns, located on the public road 1/2 ~e fran North 
Keys and convenient to Railway Station and Steamboat landing." Mary Berry, 
known locally as Molly Berry, continued to live in the family house with her 
ywng daughter, Caroline. The road fran North Keys to Crcxm, which gave 
access to the Berry farmhouse, came to be known locally as Molly Berry Road 
and was subsequently so designated by the county. Molly Berry Road is one of 
the proposed "Scenic Roads" in Prince George's County. Molly Berry died in 
1940. Her daughter resided in the Brockefield house until her death in 
Novanber 1976. In 1980, a long, narrow 10-acre strip of Brookefield, which 
contained the house, the snoke house, the granary, and oy~ of the com cribs, 
was sold by the Berry family heirs to the present owners. 

Brooke! ield of the Berrys is a unique surviving example in Prince 
George's Cwnty of this type of plantation hwse: i.e., an early nineteenth 
century gable-roof frame dwelling with central hall and flanking double pu-lor 
plan with an attached kitchen wing. The closest parallel in the cwnty is 
Spring Hill (RJ:87B-l), built ca. 1820. It bas central passage and flanking 
parlors, rut unlike Brookefield, bas no kitchen wing. Spring Hill bas two 
exterior chimneys with a two-story pent at one gable end. It is plainer than 
Brookefield in stylistic detail. 

Another early nineteenth century example of this type, Bloanfield 
(ffi:66-5), was moved and significantly altered in the 1920s. Two other early 
nineteenth century plantation houses, Rosanount (RJ: 868-2) and the G_ardiner 
House (RJ:87A-14), are s:mewbat similar to Brookefield. They are, however, 
only one roan deep, having a central passage with one parlor on each side; 
both Rosenwnt and the Gardiner House have a lower kitchen wing. 

Chelsea (Ri:73-18) is sanewhat similar to Brockefield in plan: a 
central passage flanked by pu-lors with staircase set off fran the passage to 
the side. Similar to Brockefield, Chelsea's best parlor has bold Greek 
Revival style moldings with cornerblock.s while the other parlors have two-step 

See Continuation Sheet No. 10 
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Federal style trim. Unlike Brookefield, however, Oielsea has a hip roof with 
ba.lustrading at the peak and interior chimneys. Its exterior has been 
substantially altered. 

More gable-roof frame plantation hruses survive fran a slightly later 
period, 1830s to 1850s, and are typified by side-stairhall-and double-parlor 
plan, with attached lower kitchen wing. Woodstoclt (RJ:82A-13) and Bellewe 
(RJ:84-20) are the best examples of this style with exterior chimneys, while 
the Coffren Hoose (.Ri:86A-10 and Buena Vista (RJ:70-17) are the best examples 
of this type with interior chimneys. Of the earlier fi ve-00.y 
central-hall-and-double-parlor type, Brookefield is a unique surviving 
e.itample, with only Spring Hill surviving as a close parallel. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 11 for footnotes 
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The nanina ted property consists of a long narrow ten-acre parcel of 
land, all of the land described in Prince George's County Deed #5308:325. Its 
westerly boundary is the edge of a cornfield ca. 1200 feet east of Molly Berry 
Roo.d: it is noted on the south by an unpaved entrance lane fran Molly Berry 
Road, and on the north by an arbitrary line drawn roughly parallel with, and 
roughly 200 feet north of, the entrance lane; the property extends ca. 1600 
feet east into a wooded area watered by a southerly branch of Mattaponi Creek. 
Tbe naninated property includes the dwelling house and four outanldings: a 
sncke house, a granary, one corncrib and a modern garage/outblilding. 
Although historically the house is the cluster of a large fa.nn, the owners of 
the surrounding acreage are not interested in their property being included in 
the nanination. 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
Source: Prince George's County Land Records, Deed Book 5308, p. 325 

Being part of the land of Edward Plater Berry, Elizabeth Berry Jones, 
Carolyn Berry Eaton and William Edward Berry, recorded in Liber 4995 at 
Folio 834 among the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland (4th 
Election District), and being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at a 30" sycamore tree being a common corner between the land 
hereinafter described and the land of William L. Bondurant, Jr. (Liber 4379, 
Folio 617), said beginning point being at the end of the eighteenth deed line 
(North 02 deg. West, 4 11/25 perches) of Liber 4379, Folio 617; running 
thence with the division lines between the land of Berry and the land of 
Bondurant, Jr., the following four (4) courses: 

1. N 55 deg.45 min. 00 sec. W, 198.00 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
2. N 73 deg. 00 min. 00 sec. W, 495.00 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
3. N 62 deg. 00 min. 00 sec. W, 225.72 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

following generally with the south side of a private road and a fence line, 
4. N 82 deg. 03 min. 30 sec. W, 658.72 feet to an iron pipe; running 

thence through the land of Berry with new lines of division now being 
established, the rollowing three courses: 

5. N 22 deg. 50 min. 00 sec. E, 243.49 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
6. S 76 deg. 21 min. 30 sec. E, 1978.31 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
7. S 61 deg. 55 min. 00 sec. W, 603.51 feet to a stone on the southeast 

bank of a small branch, marking the aforesaid division line of the land 
of Berry and the land of Bondourant, Jr.,; running thence with the same, 

8. N 03 deg. 18 min. 00 sec. E, 73.26 feet to the point of beginning. 
Containing 435,600 square feet or 10.0000 acres of land. 
Together with a 22 foot right of way for ingress and egress running from 
the westerly division line of the above described land out to the county 
road know as "Molly Berry Road"; being north of and adjacent to the 
division line between the land of Berry and Bondurant, Jr. 

Subject to encumbrances, if any, of record. 
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PRINCE GEORGI:' S COUl~TY 

HI STCRIC: SI TES SlJ~·L\RY SEl:ST 

P. G. County Sur\·e1 ~ 86A-20 Date ca . 1840 

Building 
e... 

Na::~ BrooK;i(ield of the Berrys 
~ · ~ ... 

Location Mollyberry Road (east side), Naylor, Md . 

Open to Public _ yes -L no 

Brookfield is a two- story gable- roofed frame house, with a five
bay west main facade. Across this facqde is a one- story added porch 
supoorted by turned posts and brncke~s . The entrance is in the central 
ba.v, and has an elliptical fanlight and sidcliBhts with wooden mun
tins. At ench ·~nble end nre t.-10 freest'U1ding brick chimneys . 'rhere 
are windows both between and outside the stacks on the south gable 
end, and a one- story kitchen wing att'lC:t"d on the north end. At 

the north t:?nd of the kitchen wint; is a11otll~r free-standing chimney. 
Across the ca.st (rear) taco.de is a two- stor,y porch . A number of 
outbuildings rcmnin stnndine on the grounds . 

'!'his 691 - acre portion of Brookcfield, O\'med by John Duvall 

in the alXly nineteenth century, was for n short time afterwards 
owned by Robert ':t . Bowie of rlo. t t.aponi , son of Governor Robert Bowie . 
In 1839 , Bowie sold it to John T. Berry , whose descendants r etain 

it still. The house was prob'lbly built by Berry s oon after his pur
chaJe ; it is a typical example of a moderately successful planter 's 
home of this p~riod . The house has been vacant for approximately 

> a decade ( 1970-1980) and is in need of repair. 

Priv/occ/res/fair 

, . .. 

.. 



Survey No. P.G. #86A-20 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

~State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic B rookefi el d of the Berrys 

and/or common Mo 11 Y Berry 

2. Location 

street & number 12510 Molly Berry Road 

city, town Upper Marlboro 
Croom 

_vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county P ri n ce George 1 s 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
L building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__x_not applicable 

Status 
_A_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__x_ no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

4 

_museum 
_park 
_X_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Francis and Linda O'Brien 

street & number 12510 Molly Berry Road telephone no.: 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state and zip code Maryl and 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 5308 

street & number Main Street folio 325 

city, town 
Upper Marlboro, state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

.date 19 7 4 _federal _ state L county _ local 
~-----------------------------------=-----

deposltoryforsurveyrecords Prince George's County Historic Preservation Commission, rln 
M-NCPPC 

city, town Upper Manl boro, state MD. 20772 



7. Description 

~ondition 
_excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-v-- unaltered 
_11._ altered 

'1t'eck one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. #86A-20 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Sunmary Description 

Brookefield of the Berrys is a two-part frame gable-roof dwelling 
which stands in a complex of contemporary (and later) outbuildings south of 
Croom. The house, begun circa 1810 and completed in 1840, consists of a 
two-and-one-half story side-gabled main block, with two exterior brick 
chimneys at each gable end; extending from one gable end and enclosing one 
chimney is a one-and-one-half-story kitchen wing with a single exterior 
brick chimney. The building, constructed in two stages, exhibits fine 
Federal and Greek Revival style decorative detail. Included in the present 
ten-acre parcel of land are a nineteenth-century smokehouse and barn, and a 
twentieth-century corn crib. Inmediately outside this parcel is a balanc
ing dependency (opposite the smoke house), a nineteenth-century stable and 
slave quarter, a somewhat later shed, and another twentieth-century corn 
crib. 

Description 

Brookefield of the Berrys is a two-part frame gable-roof dwelling 
which stands in a complex of contemporary and later outbuildings. The 
house consists of a two-and-one-half-story side-gabled main block, with two 
exterior brick chimneys at each gable end; extending from one gable end and 
enclosing one chimney is a one-and-one-half story kitchen wing with a 
single exterior brick chimney. The building was begun circa 1810 and com
pleted in 1840. 

The main block is approximately 44 by 30 feet, five (irregular) bays 
by three bays. Entrance is in the central (but slightly off center) bay of 
the principal west facade, through a door with sidelights and elliptical 
Federal style fanlight; (there is an identical door in the east facade. 
Siding is plain horizontal board painted white. Windows are 6/6 double 
hung sash; the board surrounds have inner bead, flat outer band and plain 
corner blocks, and are painted brown. All trim and corner boards are also 
painted brown. (The 1 ouvered shutters have been removed from most 
windows.) The windows of the west facade are not synmetrically spaced; 
windows in the first two bays are slightly narrower and more closely 
spaced. The east facade is also irregular, with only one wider bay south 
of the entrance; the fourth (northmost) bay is filled with a projecting 
bathroom addition on both stories. 

The central entrances on the east and west facades have six-panel 
doors. The molded casing of each door has bulls eye corner blocks, and 
frames the sidelights and elliptical fanlight. The three-pane sidelights 
are filled with patterned stained glass (recent replacements), over molded 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #86A-20 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 _agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_1_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
L 1800-1599 
_1900-

_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

Specific dates ca. 181 0, 1839 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B X C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Significance 

Brookefield of the Berrys is an outstanding example of an early nine
teenth century plantation house, and is an excellent representative of the 
seat of a successful and prosperous planter in southern Prince George's 
County. The house is particularly significant because it was built in two 
stages. Construction was begun in the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century, and parts of the building exhibit construction details typical of 
that period. The house was finished in 1840 by John Thomas Berry, and this 
second building phase is reflected in the outstanding Greek Revival 
interior moldings in the formal living spaces. Since 1840, descendants of 
John Thomas Berry have lived at Brookefield for nearly 140 years. Three 
generations of the family have farmed the land continuously, and their 
fannstead has been one of the most prosperous in the area. The Brookefield 
house stands in a complex of functional buildings which represents the 
continuity of the plantation/fann of an important Prince George's County 
family from the ante-bellum period to the middle of the twentieth century. 

History and Support 

Brookefield of the Berrys (Molly Berry) is an outstanding example of 
an early nineteenth century plantation house of southern Prince George's 
County. It stands on part of the large (2,530 acre) tract called 
Brookefield which was patented in 1664 by Thomas and Baker Brooke.l 
Parts of this large tract were passed down through generations of the 
Brooke family, and in the late eighteenth century, a portion of Brookefield 
between Nottingham and Croom, was the home plantation of Dr. Richard 
Brooke, great-grandson of the planter, Thomas Brooke. At his death in 
1783, Dr. Brooke devised this "part of Brookefield I now live on" to his 
son, Thomas Frederick Brooke,2 who continued to live at his father's 
plantation. In 1806 Thomas F. Brooke sold his 354-1/2 acre plantation, 
plus a 62-1/4-acre adjoining parcel of land, to John Duvall, a merchant 
from nearby Nottingham.3 It was Duvall who began construction of the 
present house at Brookefield. 
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wainscot panels. The fourteen sections of the elliptical fanlight are 
filled with patterned stained glass ("glue chip 11

) in shades of red, yellow 
and lavendar. 

Across the five-bay west facade is a one-story hip-roof porch sup
ported by turned posts with jig-sawn brackets, and a (new) plain balustered 
railing. The two-step central access is framed by plain railing with 
molded spherical caps. 

Across the east facade is a two-story shed-roof veranda supported by 
turned posts with jig-sawn brackets like those of the west porch. Central 
access to the entrance is similar to that of the west facade, but by means 
of a flight of three brick steps. There is a side entrance to the veranda 
from the south. The northmost part of the veranda is enclosed on both 
first and second stories to form bathrooms. 

At each of the north and south gable ends of the main block are two 
tall corbelled brick chimneys laid in common bond (one course of headers to 
every five courses of stretchers). At the south gable end, the two chim
neys are asy1T1T1etrically located in relation to the ridge, and they are not 
of equal size. The chimneys have weatherings at second story level, and 
are freestanding above the weatherings. (There are two similar chimneys at 
the north gable end, also asylTITletrically located; the easterly chimney is 
enclosed by the kitchen wing.) 

The gable roof is covered with wooden shingles; there are two rectang
ular hatches on the west plane near the ridge. The narrow boxed cornice is 
painted brown. The main block rests on a brick foundation which encloses a 
full basement. One of the shallow basement windows on the west foundation 
wall is barred by (original) tapered vertical pegs. 

Extending north fran the north gable end of the main block, flush with 
the east facade, is a one-and-one-half story kitchen wing, 22 by 16 feet, 
three bays by two. Its gable roof has a steeper pitch than that of the 
main block. Siding and roof covering are the same as the main block. 

Entry is in the first bay of the west facade through a plain door with 
plain board surround. This door is sheltered by a small entry porch, a 
gable-roof canopy supported by turned bracketed posts; the porch floor is 
of brick. The only other opening in the west facade of the wing is a nar
row 1/1 window in the third bay, close to the northwesterly chimney of the 
main block. There is another entrance in the central bay of the three-bay 
east facade, through a plain door with plain board surround. (Another 
door in the fi rst bay has recently been removed, and replaced by a window. ) 
Across the east facade is a one-story shed-roof facade-wide porch, sup
ported by plain posts and resting on brick piers. Windows in the east 
facade are 4/4 double hung sash. 

2 
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At the north gable end of the wing is an exterior corbelled brick 
chimney at the ridge. It is freestanding above the weatherings, and 
flanked by two tiny square 2/2 windows both at first story and at loft 
level. This chimney, like those of the main block, is laid in common bond; 
the kitchen chimney, however, has a "bump in the wall", a narrow wedge· 
course incorporated into the bonding. The cornice of the wing is plain, 
and there is a plain rake board, painted brown. The kitchen wing rests on 
a brick foundation which encloses a very shallow crawl space, no longer 
accessible. 

The interior of the main block consists of full-length central passage 
(with the stair inset into a southerly alcove at its east end), and two 
parlors of unequal sizes on each side. The molding varies, with a Federal 
style molding in the two northerly parlors and the southeast parlor, and 
Greek Revival in the central passage and southwest parlor. The northwest, 
northeast and southeast parlors have pedestal chair-rails and molded base
boards, and the surrounds of doors and windows are Federal in style, with 
an astragal bead bounding and separating a broken field. Doors to most 
rooms have six fully-raised molded panels. All rooms have Greek Revival 
style wooden mantels, those in the two smaller easterly spaces being 
simpler in design. The mantel in the small southeast room (den) has plain 
frieze and plain pilasters, with a scallop molding around the firebox and 
on the shelf. The mantel in the northeast room has a plain frieze flanked 
by panelled pilasters. The mantel in the larger northwest ro001 (dining 
room) is more ornate; at-the center and ends of its frieze are projecting 
rectangular panels, and there is a band of lozenge molding directly under 
the shelf. The pilasters have two bands of vertical astragal molding. 

The moldings in the southwest parlor (living room) and the central 
passage are Greek Revival in style, with sharply profiled grooves, and 
bullseye corner blocks with recessed centers. The pedestal chair-rail has 
a sharper profile than that of the other three parlors, and there is a 
similar high molded baseboard. An elliptical arch divides the central pas
sage. It has the same sharply profiled molding as the door surrounds, and 
the capitals of the pilasters are distinguished by overlapping horizontal 
moldings which give a slightly exotic effect. 

The southwest parlor has the most ornate detail. Windows have 
panelled jambs and soffits, and wainscot panels beneath.l 

Two windows in this room had legends scratched into the panes; the 
panes have been removed and preserved. In one of the southerly windows is 
incised "MSB Chew 1837", and a poem on an adjoining pane. In one of the 
westerly windows is incised "MJB". MJB was possibly a member of the Berry 
family. MSB Chew was certainly Margaret Sprigg Bowie Chew (a first cousin 
of Robert W. Bowie, Brookefield's owner in 1837), who grew up at Ellerslie 
(PG #82A-34) 5-1/2 miles north of Brookefield, and in 1843 married William 
H. Tuck, the attorney who handled the sale of the Brookefield property. 
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(The cornice, ceiling medallion and cupboard have been recently installed, 
carefully matching the existing molding where possible.) The mantel in 
this southwest parlor is similar to, but more ornate than, that in the 
northwest (dining) room. It has deeply molded pilasters, and projecting 
rectangular panels at the center and ends of the frieze; above the frieze 
is a band of double-lozenge molding, and the edge of the shelf is embel~ 
lished with a bead-and-reel molding. The wood appears to be grained. 

The open-string two-flight staircase is inset to the south in the 
widened east end of the central passage. It rises toward the east along 
the south wall of the passage, turns 90 degrees at a small landing, and 
continues northward to the second floor. It has a slim turned newel and 
plain square balusters; the smooth rounded (walnut) handrail is mitered to 
the plain round newel cap, which is pegged to the newel post. Stai rends 
are bracketed, and the spandrel is panelled. 

Beneath the second run of the staircase, a flight of steps descends 
(southward) into the basement space. The west wall of this cellar stair
case (i.e., the partition wall between southeast and southwest spaces) is 
covered with old materials: wide clapboards joined with a mixture of rose
head and machine-made nails. In the basement, the brick foundation walls 
are visible; in the northeast corner, however, the foundation is of heavy 
stone. Brick arches in the basement support the chimneys; in the northwest 
arch, the centering is still in place. 

The attic of the main block is lighted by a 6/6 window in each gable 
end. There is a ridge board, joined to the rafters by pegs struck 
alternately from right and left. The collar beams are also pegged to·the 
rafters. There are purlins in the east plane of the roof, but not in the 
west plane. The wide floor boards are joined with rosehead nails. 

The north wing consists of a kitchen in the northerly space, and a 
pantry joining it to the main block. During recent restoration work, a 
series of old brick footings were visible beneath the kitchen floor. 
Centered in the north wall is a large brick fireplace with hand-hewn wooden 
lintel; the fireplace had been closed, but was recently reopened. A steep 
enclosed stairway rises in the southwest corner of the kitchen (eastward, 
along the south wall) to the loft space above kitchen and pantry. Rafters 
in the loft are of hewn timbers, mortised and pegged. Floor level of the 
kitchen wing is lower than that of the main block; three steps rise from 
the kitchen/pantry into the northeast parlor. 

Brookefield has a complex of outbuildings. Directly south of the 
house (ca. 35 feet to the south) is a small (10-1/2 by 10-1/2 feet) pyra
midal-roof smoke house. This nineteenth century building is sided with 
plain horizontal board (some recently replaced with new material), and has 
a boxed cornice. It rests on a brick foundation and its roof is covered 
with wood shingles. Entrance is through a batten door in its north 
facade. 
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In a corresponding position to the north of the house is another 
pyramidal-roof outbuilding (meat house) of approximately the same size. It 
is just outside the ten acres owned by the present residents. This out
building is sided with wide, hand-riven horizontal boards, and has a boxed 
cornice; its hand-hewn sill rests on brick piers. At the peak of its roof 
(covered with asphalt shingle) are the remains of a wooden finial. 
Entrance is through a batten door in its south facade. The roof structure 
includes large hewn horizontal beams joined in radiating spoke configura
tion. 

Approximately 300 feet to the southeast is an early nineteenth century 
gable-roof barn or granary, 24 by 16 feet. It is sided with wide hand
riven horizontal board, and its hewn sillbeams rest on a deteriorating 
brick foundation. Entrance is through a batten door centered in the south 
gable end; above the door, a large open window lights the loft level. The 
interior of this building is finished with horizontal board panelling, laid 
with tongue-in-groove joints. The gable roof is covered with a new corru
gated metal roof. 

North of the barn, across the east yard from the house, is a small 
twentieth-century corn crib, constructed of vertical slats, with wood 
shingles covering its gable roof. 

Three more outbuildings (in addition to the above-mentioned pyramidal
roof outbuilding) belong to the complete complex, but are just outside the 
ten acres owned by the current residents. Closer to the house, (approxi
mately 100 feet to the northwest), is a nineteenth-century saltbox-roof 
stable. This is a gable-roof structure which has been expanded by a shed 
addition to the rear (north), giving it a saltbox profile. The hewn sill 
of the 6riginal section rests on a brick foundation, while the rear exten
tion rests on brick piers. Siding of the entire building is of wide hori
zontal boards, some of which are circular sawn. The roof is covered with 
wood shingles in serious disrepair. Entrance is through a batten door 
roughly centered in the south facade. There are two more openings, into the 
east and west facades of the extension. Two small square four-pane single
sash windows light the ground level in each gable end; above them in the 
east gable end is a large window opening. 

West of the stable, and set back slightly to the north is a long shed
roof shed, with vertical siding (mostly circular sawn). Standing seam tin 
covers its shed roof. 

Northeast of the stable and shed, also outside the ten-acre parcel, is 
a gable-roof slave quarter. This small (20 by 16 feet) two-room one-and
one-half-story structure is sided with wide hand-split horizontal boards, 
unpainted and joined by square cut machine-made nails; it has a boxed 
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cornice, and a wood shingle roof. Its deteriorated hand-hewn sill rests 
directly on the ground. The building has no chimney, but there is evidence 
of the original chimney in a rebuilt portion of the east gable end. 
Entrance is through a batten door centered in the three-bay south facade; 
it is flanked by 4/4 double hung sash windows, partly missing; a groun~
level window and a loft-level window light the west gable end. The 
interior walls are lined with narrow vertical (circular sawn) boards, and 
there is a tiny boxed two-run staircase in the northwest corner. 

The entire complex of buildings is located on level farmland between 
Croom and North Keys. The complex of buildings is set back approximatley 
1,200 feet east of Molly Berry Road, with a cornfield separating them from 
that road. Access is by a long unpaved lane which runs east (along the 
southern boundary of the present ten-acre parcel) from Molly Berry Road. 
Remnants of an old gate are visible in the underbrush at the edge of the 
road, on a direct line with the front (west) door of the house. The ten
acre parcel is separated by a split rail fence from an adjoining farm on 
the south, and it is bounded by woods on the east. Young deciduous trees 
and old cedars are planted on the imnediate grounds of the Brookefield 
house and farm buildings. 

; 

6 
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The house shows evidence of construction, begun but-not completed, in 
the. first quarter of the nineteenth century, e.g., the pegged ridge board 
and early wrought nails in the attic, as well as the Federal style 
fanlights over the principal entrances and Federal style trim in three of 
the parlors. Duvall never finished the house, however; in 1824 a judgment 
for $8,000 was brought against him, and in 1828 a writ of fieri facias was 
issued against him, Sheriff Edward W. Belt being ordered to seize and sell 
Duvall's Brookefield plantation. This the sheriff did, and the land was 
purchased as an investment by Robert w. Bowie of Mattaponi.4 Bowie was 
the son of Governor (1803-06, 1811-12) Robert Bowie, and owned considerable 
land in the Nottingham District. It is uncertain whether he intended to 
finish the large and potentially elegant house which Duvall had started 
(Bowie himself lived at Mattaponi, a substantial Federal style brick 
mansion two miles to the northeast), but members of the family certainly 
spent some time at Brookefield, as evidenced by the incised initials of his 
cousin on a pane of glass in the southwest parlor.5 In any case, Bowie 
never did complete the house, but in December 1839 advertised the planta
tion for sale. The Marlboro Gazette carried the advertisement, and it was 
repeated in the National Intelli~encer, printed in Washington, 12 December 
1839: "A fine estate 1n Prince eorge's County ••• I will sell, at private 
sale, my Brookefield farm, formerly owned by John Duvall, Esq., containing 
upwards of 600 acres ••• unquestionably one of the best of its size in the 
County ••• it lies about three miles from the Patuxent River at Nottingham, 
is in an excellent state of cultivation, and capable of producing from 80 
to 100 hogsheads of tobacco annually ••• [also corn, white wheat, rye and 
other small grain] ••• [it is] under good enclosures, is well watered, has 
an abundance of timber, ••• There is a large and handsome dwelling house on 
the estate which has never been quite finished, and other buildings neces
sary for the use of the farm •••• [I] will also offer ••• 8 or 10 likely 
young Negroes and the stock and farming utensils on the place... Apply to 
me at my residence, Robert W. Bowie, Mattaponi, Prince George's County."6 
An offer was made immediately by John Thomas Berry, and Bowie agreed to 
sell. 7 

Berry moved into the house on the first of January, 1840, and began 
the work of finishing it. He soon brought with him his three children by 
his deceased first wife, and his brand new bride, Louisa Talburtt, by whom 
he would have four more children.8 Berry completed the structural work 
(e.g. structural details in the roof indicate that it was built in two 
stages), and finished the interior trim of the formal spaces of the house. 
The central passage and the (largest) southwest parlor were finished with 
particularly fine Greek Revival style moldings, and handsome wooden mantels 
were installed in all of the rooms. The slave quarter which still stands 
northeast of the house, and the granary to the southeast, were probably 
also constructed at this time. 

Robert W. Bowie died in 1848, before John T. Berry had completed his 
payments for the Brookefield plantation, and before a legal deed for the 
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property had been executed. Berry therefore applied to William H. Tuck, 
executor of Robert W. Bowie's estate, to execute such a deed; Tuck did so 
in 1856, indicating that Berry had completed the agreed payments, and 
legally conveying to him the 691-2/3-acre Brookefield property.9 

Since 1840, descendants of John Thomas Berry have lived at Brookefield 
for nearly 140 years. After Berry's death in 1884, the plantation was
divided between his sons; William Pinkney Berry remained in his father's 
house and operated the 302-acre farm on the east side of the road from 
Croom to North Keys, while his brother, Roger Bernard Berry, farmed the 
258-acre portion of the property on the west side of the same road. At the 
end of the nineteenth century, William Pinkney Berry's farm included the 
house and irrmediate outbuildings (smoke house and meat house), a tenant 
house, two barns, a corn crib, the granary (which was also used as a 
carriage house), and four houses for servants (including the slave quarter 
which still stands). The assessed value of the 302-acre farm, including 
livestock and household furniture, indicates that Brookefield was one of 
the most prosperous farms in the area.10 

William Pinkney Berry's first wife, Caroline Plater, had died in 1884 
at the time of the birth of their only child, William P. Berry, Jr. 
Within a few years, Berry married his deceased wife's sister, Mary Plater, 
and a daughter, Caroline Plater Berry, was born to them in 1895. When the 
elder Berry died in 1904, his estate was divided between his widow, Mary, 
and his son, William, Jr. The Equity Court, late in 1905, ordered the 
disposition of the property, and Brookefield was described as a "highly 
improved farm containing 302-1/4 acres improved by a fine dwelling with 
modern conveniences and outbuildings, [and] two large tobacco barns, 
located on the public road 1/2 mile from North Keys and convenient to 
Ra i l way Station and Steamboat 1 anding. 11 11 The widow, known 1oca11 y as 
Molly Berry, continued to live in the family house with her young daughter, 
Caroline. The road from North Keys to Croom, which gave access to the 
Berry farmhouse, came to be known locally as "Molly Berry" Road, and was 
subsequently so designated by the County. {Molly Berry is one of the 
proposed "Scenic Roads" in Prince George's County.) Molly Berry died in 
1940, and her daughter resided in the Brookefield house until her death in 
November 1976. 

In 1980, a long, narrow 10-acre strip of Brookefield (which contains 
the house, the smoke house, the granary, and one of the corn cribs) was 
sold by the Berry family heirs to the present owners;l2 since that time 
they have completed careful restoration of the house. The Berry house at 
Brookefield now stands as an excellent example of an early nineteenth 
century plantation house, exhibiting construction details and fine decora
tive trim of both the Federal and Greek Revival styles. It stands in a 
complex of functionl outbuildings which represents the continuity of the 
plantation/farm of a prosperous and important Prince George's County 
family, from the ante-bellum period to the middle of the twentieth 
century. 
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DEED DESCRI Pl'I m1 

Being part of the land of Edward Plater Berry, Elizabeth Berry Jones, 

Carolyn Berry Eaton andJUlliam Edward Berry, recorded in Liber 4995 at -
Folio 834 among the Land ~Records of Prince George's County, Maryl and 

(4th Election District), and being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at a 30" sycamore tree being a conman corner between the land 

hereinafter described and the land of William L. Bondurant, Jr. (Liber 4379, 

Folio 617), said beginning point being at the end of the eighteenth deed line 

(North 02 deg. West, 4 11/25 perches) of Liber 4379, Folio 617; running 

thence with the division lines between the land of Berry and the land of 

Bondurant, Jr., the f ollowi.ng four (4) courses: 

1. N SS deg. 45 min. ()() sec. W, 198.00 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

2. N 73 deg. 00 min. ()() sec. w, 495.00 feet to an ·iron pi~; thence 

3. N 62 deg. 00 min. 00 sec. w, 225.72 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

following generally with the south side of a private road and a fence line, 

- 4. N 82 deg. 03 min. 30 sec. w, 658.72 feet to an iron pipe; running 
' . 

thence through the land of Berry with new lines of division now being established, 

the following three (3) courses: 

s. · N 22 deg. SO min. 00 sec. E, 243.49 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

6. S 76 deg. 21 min. 30 sec. E, 1978.31 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

7. S 61 deg. 55 min. oo·sec. w, 603.51 feet to a stone on the south 

east bank of a small branch, marking the aforesaid division line of the land of 

Berry and the land of Bondurant, :Sr.; running thence with the same, 

8. N 03 deg. 18 min. 00 sec. E, 73.26 feet to the point of beginning. 

Containing 435,600 square feet or 10.~000 acres of land. 

Together with a 22 foot right of way for ingress and egress running from 

the westerly division line of the above described land out to the county road 

known as "Molly Berry Road"; being north of and adjacent to the division line 

between the land of Berry and Bondurant, Jr. 

Subject to encumbrances, if any, of record. 

~--;"· 
W I. Meekins~ Inc~ 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
P.G.#BuA-20 

INVENTORY FORM FOR 5TATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTOltlc; :Br ook ef'icla of the llerrys 

ANf>IOA C.OMMON 

llLOC TION 
SlREf r • NUMIE" 12500 I"ollyb •rry Rond 

CITY. TCMN CONG"ESSIONAl DISTRICT 

4th Naylor , 
VICINITY Of 

&TAlE 

fucy:J en~ 
COUNTY 

Prince George's 

0CLASSIFICATION 

CA~EOORY 

~ISTRIC'T 

- CUILDIHGISI 

-STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-08.JECT 

OWNERSHIP 

- PUBLIC 

A PIU\/AlE 

_ BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_I NPAOCESS 

S7ATUS 
- OCCUPIED 

X-UNOCCUPl[D 

_WOilK IN PROGRESS 

ACCElllBlE 
- YES RESllUCTtD 

PflEIENT USE 
-AGlllCULTVRE - MUSEUM 

_C()MMERC&Al _PARK 

-EDU CA TIOHAL .XPRIVA Tl RESIDE NCC 

-ENTERTAl~ENT -RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED _ INOUSTRIAl. _TRANSPORTATION 

'i..t40 _MILITAllY 

~'--------------~~~~~~~~~~----------------
0 W NE R OF PROPERTY 

_OTHER . 

• • l. 

SlAE£1 r. NUM8fR 

_ VICINITY OF d" 

GAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUS( 
I LG ti'IR OF OECOC: ITl: ~o. Courthous e 
1:TRE£l & tJU MBER 

CITY TOWt• 

Upper arlhoro 
. REPRESENTA110N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

P .G. Co. nventory of His ~oric Si tes 
CATE 

1974 
Dt:PO !TORY fOfl 

Telephone # : 

Liber t: 5308 
Folio t : 325 

STAlC 

Jdo.ry land 

SURVEY R(!CO o .. c~u. vert M9llsion 1 48 11 Hi Verde.le Rd. 
~~------~~---~~~~~~_.;.-"'-~;__--~~~--;...;.;...;;.....~~~--~~~--------~~-----CITV 10WN ITATI! 



r 

,X...DETUllORA 1 EO 

_RUINS 

_ UNlXf'OSED 

CHICK 01111 

-UNAL THlD 

XJLTlltlO 

CHICK ONI 

JE-OfUGINAL SITE 
- MOVID OATI.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPlARANCE 

Bro~field is a t 10- st.ory p, ble- roofed frame house , 

vi th R f i ve- b tV we:· t • r in fncnllE. . Acr oss thi s 'aci.lrle is 

n one- story adt1 ed 1 orcll : uppoi.·1.ed by t1 l'ned pos t s and 

bra.ckot e . The nt nco 10 in thP centr al bay , end hun an 
ellil t ical fanli ,ht rm I s i deli eh t8 wi th wooden mun t ine. 

A .. nch ,abl e en~ nrc two f J"c co i. nriint; brick chimneys . 
Ther e arP windows both between and ou tD1d e the B'Cocka on . 
th e? r. out h gable r.md , ::ind a onc- otory kj, t ch en wing a t t ached 

on the nort h end . At the north end of t he kitchen Wing 
is another f'r eestnndillfl chimney . Ac ross the ees t (rear ) 
fncnd • is a 1.wo- storr 1orch . A numb !r oj' out buildings 
r,...r.mi n standin on the rouna s . 

CONTINOB OH SEPARATE SHEET IF NBCBSSARY 

. ., 



ll'slGNIFICANCE 

j 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY IELOW 

-"'DflSTOM C -""~UGY·PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE AltCttlTECTIJRE - REUGION _,cao ,,., _.RCfflOLOGY·HISTORIC -CONSEl'VATION -LAW · -SCIENCE 

-1.,.1119 ::....AGMCUl.TUftt -1'.COlllOMICS _llTERATUftl! - SCULl'TURE 

- •ICICM IH XARCHtTICTVRE _£0UCAll0N _ MtUTAAY -50CIAVHUMAMTARIAN 

X.1700·1799 -ART -ENGINEERING - MUStC _ THEATER 

,x;..110Q. 11M -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOIOPHV -1'RANSPORTAflON 

- •IOO· -OOMMUNICA TIONS _1~ovsnn - POLI tlCllGOVlftNMENT K OTHER ISPICIFYl 

-INVENTION local history 

SPtCIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCH IT~CT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This f191-ncr0 portion or l31:oolcnfi cld wao owuod by 

tTohn Duvd!:ll r. the ea,..ly niu~tcenth contiu•y, aud wai:> .t'or B 

abort t:i"'l~ 'H 't ·rw'trdc owned by Roh rt. I .. Bowie of' 1\t"..t T, a ,t.io111 , 

son of Gover er Ho'ueI·t Bowi e . 1 in 183:; , :Bowie FJold it co 

, ohn '~ . Bel:' ..... .'f , mose desc,mcl ·mts retP.ulP.d it ini:o the 1980 ' s . 

he h:>use wao prob oly t>uilt b.'f Berry soon after his purchase , 
but it i ncorpora"; ·d n·U'ts (notnbly the Jdtche!'l wing) of an 

earlier structure , ossibly huilt l,y members of the Lrook~ 

family; as it stands voday , it is a tvpicul example of a 
moder:~tely Auccesnful planter ' s home 01' the mid- nineteenth 

century . 
'ehe h~use hna been 'J'ac:ml: 1.'or approxi:rnn:tely a. decade . 

(1970 trJ 1980) , and is being renova ted by the new owners . 
Retearch continues into the Brooke ownerahip of thi s 

property during the eighteenth century. 

1 • iU.J 7 : 4 0 1 , 404 ; JBB#3 : 26 2 ; 0Sl/I/·~ 1 : 229 

CONTINUE ON ~EPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



OGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

'Deed~ W7:401 , 404 ; ,nm 3 : 262 ; CSU!f.1 :229 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECES@ARY 

lllJ<;EOGRAPIUCALDATA 
ACftEAOI Of HOflllNATIO ,.,.O,.EATY --------

VERBAL BOUND~RY DESCRIPllON 

Lt§ T All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STA1£ COUNTY 

_S_T_A-tE-----~------------~---~CO~U-N~N-------------------~--~~ 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
N4MC/T1Tl.E • 

Susrul G. l?.Jarl 

: 

01 OANll.A llON 

P.G. Historical & Cultural Trust 
DATE 

Jan 1981 
STRE£T & NU~IElll 

Calv rt Mansion , NNCPPC 
Ttl[jttt()Hf 

779- 201 1 
C1 ry OR T9°!!'.N 7 

4011 iverdale Rd , Riverd le , Md. 2073 
STATE 

The Mar:.,.land Historic Sites Inventory was officially creat~d 
by an Act of the Maryland Legialature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and recortl purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETUH1<o 1'0: Moryl and llistoricnl Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Ci r cle 
Annnpolis, Maryla nd 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~·· "°' 
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r 

199~ :834 
10 Aug 1978 
-)eed 

d30 :20b 
21 'ug 1935 
D'?~d 

4 30 : 20a 
2 1 Aug 1935 
De<.•d 

30 :424 
7 ·'Tuly 1906 
j)eP.d 

30 : 4 :?4 
7 July 1 <)06 
:le Pd 

:t3 175 
7 .,Ph 1qo6 
i..~qui ty 

J.f f10 : H3 
.ll "l"IV 1Hf 7 
l)et:'ri 

I ' 10:4 \I 
q "0pt. 1 7r:., 
I ,, 

cs. 1• 1: 2?9 
29 BY 18' u 
De Pd 

.r~P· 3 : 262 
25 t~ov 184 3 
l)e C"d 

~1 - \ 1 ' . 
... . , , J) , , 1 I ~ l~ ~h y:-; 

It' llip ~o Ii . ' 0 'l•CI LOI' or Ca1·oline l • p . 
( ii<'cl 11/7u) to ·}dward llerry et 

1 ~ ) • ~4 c1·eo o · ·~rookei'i~ld, sai'.le land 
o · r.r C.Jnro" J P . P . Bcrr.v {430 : 20) 

_u ~·· 'J IJ ~ > ; !.rulinc 1' . 1 • 
'l'OQJ{f'flc>ld 1 f;nf'l(.l 11.S .... r.v; 17 "I' 

'3(, :2na 

t'.Y 1 • ,~<'rr {, widow 1 to I1rn7. l1rovm ; 
1 T3.... ncr •t· ~ookc 'inld, part of ;i02i- a cre 
r·lct allot. ;d Lo • 1 r.v T1 . nerr,y : nd ::;on 
j 11 iam P . <>:rr.v b;y ~qui ty 113175 

• 
CC!l' ,..0 

'l'l.'.V · iJ.dow ; 

·ry ru d 1 rw.: cccs 1 :at thcwo & 
RnrI·.v ' f" mnther , ni·.v I'" 
113~ acreR of Drookefield 

.• rry L . Dcl'ry , wicloVI. rmd trustees Matthews 
~ asoc·:::r ~o non /illi nm P . llerry ; 

129 Acrc:n ~ rooko l'ic] d 

~rn . 0 r 'lilliarn 'Pinkney 
1 •rry ; tthc vs IC 1'' . Sasscer appoin'ted 
~ ·uPtces ·11 real est, te of ~ . P . ller1y ; 
" i ·1 ly ~ v "·u·m con• inin ~ )01.; 'tel ' :s 
i'llprovPrt u / n 'inc '1 H'lljmg ui th modern con
v ni i c ·• · uu 11h1ul iu0 u 1

' lruoKuJ'inld , uhich 
'r r.v c- q u 1 r , 1 l y . r i'tl / 1 ) : 1 8 • 

IJ • ',l 

HPI't'.Y t.o i/illiam 
R OO}H t'i.(\J l , lhich 
th Pr .. o th0J.r z other , 

Lo i i. ·,· ''t• , .oui!"C 01·1-y ; 
0 acr r- , 1'u on '' icl. I no ·1 
r .. · I'l Lt'!. . I . ~owie , e.nd 

/·n . I . :uck , xf•cut:>r of Holiert "I . Rm1ic , 
to .T 1li • B•rr~{ i 69 1-l ncr o 11.cool~efield 
Nhich m·ip acquired b,YJBD'f.3 : 262 

C. ,1rn ·t . • • nelish , ~ . Linthicum , R . Osbor n , 
.r . Dnvidson to .lobert '/ , Bowie ; 691 ~ 

acr •o iroolJd'ield . forncrly lm1d of ,fohn 
.:Aw 11, bl t. seized from Duvall by writ of 
.,.i •ri l'aciae> ( 1828) ; cf . A V/7 : 401 & 404 . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

I 7o<./-~t1S~<j 
d /~,../. 7,.,:!f 21> 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

lllt-iAME -:•) ·)·. · .... -:·.· .... ;:·.• ........... }::·.···········.·:· ····:·: ., .. · ... :.· .. :· .. :> ..... _.:.:-' .. :.:.-• . 
. ; ·• :.·:.::.· .. :..-:.·· :,···· 

.· . 
.:•: 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Brookfield of the Berrys 
12. LOCATION . ··. ·. . .• ...• •. . _: / <:: . .. 

STREET ANJ::' NUMBER! 

Molly-Berry Road 
CI TY OR TOWN: 

STA TE I COUNTY• 

Maryland Prince George's 
13. . CLASSfFICATtON .. ·• 

. ... <···· ..... ·• : .. :· .. .. .· ... 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Checlc One) TO THE PUBLIC 

[j District l!I Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: 0 Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure • Private· 0 In Process • Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both O Being Considered 0 Preurvation work 0 UnrHtricted 

In progrea1 • Mo 

PRESENT USE (Checlc One or More ea ApproprfeteJ 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comment• 

0 c ..... mercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Realdance BOther (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious Vacant 
0 Entertainment 0 Mu1eum 0 Scientific 

f4. OWNER QF PROPERTY .-.:. :::: ·•·. : .. .:.·:- ::_.··· :< .. •· ...... ·.·· .. ·• .·. 

I OWNER'S NAME: 

Caroline Berry 
STREET ANO NUMBERo 

1425 Montaque St. NW 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE: I Washii::!_q!.on, DC 

l$·.· LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .. 
······· ..... : .. 

.. ..... · ...... :':\· ... ···\(·_·:::: .... :..·' . :.v,.~ •· .. .. 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Prince Georoe's Countv Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE I Unner Marlboro ·Maryland 
ritle Reference of Curri:ont- ni:oi:orl ( Bnnk & Pa. i) • 

t~~ ~EJ>RESf!t'TA Tl<»! IN .EXISTING SURVEYS •· ·.• : .. :)·• :::>: .... >:\.''.'·:·::.•.• ··:::::: .. · .. ::-_ .. :.;-,,, 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 0 federal 0 State Ill County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS• 

MNCPPC 
STRli:ET ANO NUMl!IER: 

8787 Georoia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWNt 

rTATE1 I Silver Snrina Marv land 



17. PESCRl?TION 

CONDITION 
0 E-xcellent 

.. Altered 

0 Good • Fair 

(Cheel< One) 

0 Uneltered 

(Cheel< One) 

0 O.teriorotecl 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~O ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruin• 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Checl< One) 

0 Moved llJ Original Site 

The house is a two story, frame building with a five bay 
main (west) facade. The central doorway has a low fanlight 
with wooden muntins and sidelights. The flanking windows are 
6/6 double hung sash with plain surrounds. The one story porch 
which was added, has turned posts and brackets. At either end, 
the house has double exterior chimneys with free standing 
stacks above tapered weatherings. There are windows to the out
side of each chimney and one between the stacks. The rear 
facade is identical to the front except that the porch addition 
is two stories instead of one. 

On the north end there is an attached, one story, frame 
kitchen wing. On the north end, it has a single exterior 
chimney with a free-standing stack above stepped weatherings. "" 

The ·collection of farm outbuildings is outstanding. A 
small stable has a "salt box" roof created by extending the 
rear roof line. It has a braced frame and is clapboard-sheathed 
A small slave quarters, now backing its chimney, has a similar 
framing and sheathing. It has a three bay facade with a central 
doorway and flanking 4/4 double hung sash. The meat house is a 
square frame building with a pyramidal roof. Another similar 
building stands on the south side of the house. A large barn 
with a hipped roof is south of the house. 

Near the road is a two story frame house, built in two 
sections. Between the second and third bays from the south is 
a large chimney that was once external to a smaller house. At 
present, the building has a five bay facade with a porch 
across the three north bays. The two northerly bays are doors. 
Windows are 6/6 double hung sash. 
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fa. SIGHIFJCANCE 

PERIOD (Checlr One or Mor• •• Approprl•I•) 

0 Pre·Col.-bion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (lt Appllceble end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checll< One OI' More •• Appropriate) 

Abor i9inal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 En11ineerin9 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 A9riculture 0 Invention . 
0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Alt Architech:re 

0 c-c• 0 Literature 

0 Comiaunicationa 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

r. 

-

. 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century • 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Reli9ion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

rf' 

.... 

' -~ ::1:1': 

-
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I,. ~JOR BfBLIOGRAPHK:AL REFEREl'ICES . . ,,,,... .. '··:·J··· ;.·: . ; ,; .. ··:_:,.·:.• . ·. 
" ., .. . . 

. 

. 

[to. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA .. -. - . . . . 
·-LA Tl TUDE AND LONGI TUOE COOR DIN A TES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF-LE55.'THAN TEN· ACRES ·-CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Detrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.conds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . o· . 0 . 
HE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 · .. 0 . . . -. .. 
c;w 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

' '.Acreage Justification: 
I 

' 
t 

I 

...... ··" 

.... ~ ~ ... .. 

. ht. FORM PREPARED BY . ,.·•>< i•.· 
······ 

. : ·,\ > ........ 
NAME AND Tl TLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION IOA~E9 MNCPPC Sept 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

.,STAT~arvland I ·Silver Sprino 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) . 
Significance of this property is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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NAME e,Qo-D~'2:..f l ~l-~ ~ \Hf_. ~~Rl.15 

LOCATIO~ nlOL.Ll.{ ~'ZXU<l.\ ~~') l). l~~s ( OA-l\l.-C\12.) m~.) 
FACADE ~W 

PHOTO TAKEN C1/ t °' ('14 

W\ . ~0\~~ 

\) o . '5b A , ;) D 





NAME Bfo.oKEF1£L.b ~ I Ht: P.,Ufa'(S 

LOCATION ('r\(JU..'( f:JUP( "l?d. !J. iavs ( NllVt-02., t1ld.. 

FACADE NE 

PHOTO TAKEN tf ( ('( l?tf fHf)wy~ 

\~.~b/ j() 





LOCATION 

FACADE NW 

PHOTO TAKEN tf I l't./1<1 MblNV~ 

\' 6 Cb (\ . c:2. (.) 





AME '' fi,f(!(JK£r1£Lb or 7llL i3£R~YS 11 
( \~ 0ul\ :;.) (..) 

LOCATION j>loLt.. Y ~!{y £ci A/ltYt...ol?, Ind 

FACADE W 

PHOTO TAKEN 'I I I a, /7'i ()1 bW'lt.IL 





NAME B~IC.£Ft~~ (jfC- ~ ~VS - /l>M-tto {3/'tflJJ 

LOCATION t\ou.'/ fu£2P1 {Cd (\J. IL£1{S ( NAVl.Ofl 
1 
~d.. 

FACADE AJ 

PHOTO TAKEN 'f/ 1~(1'/ t\i.DWVe.( 

16 obA -d.v 





NAM~ "&coti. Ft f lb 6"F-- 1it€.. '&Jlfl.'( S - iE.N It NT tinl 6€.. 

LOCATION f\\ou '{ fYi:.£/i'-f U AL ~'IS f /.LAYU>ll, Mel 

FACADE NW 

PHOTO TAKEN l}j tctl1~ MDWVeR-

\"0 · ~Gt\ -;) o 





NAME B~tr Ft ab GP- ntt. -e~ s - Stf\f?>LE.-

LOCATION ntbt..<-" ();,u.flJf IM- N.-. '(,f)/ s I MJtVLO R.. I Ill d.. 

FACADE SE. 

PHOTO TAKEN ~/I~ iJLJ M.f)WV~ 

fb. So A · c:.Jo 





NAME OU.T8Ll) G. - ''Bf2Po1t£i=tEt..b oF THE. &RflYS 

LOCATION M Ot..L '/ 8~ y Rd IJltVLoR, Md.. 

FACADE NE 

PHOTO TAKEN lJ/l~/1V /YlhwYE/L. 

P6;86A ,~O 





NAME ~~t:=.~f'°lZ;~ 6~ -r(-(L R,2._~S-- ~"114"2 

LOCATION MC>t..t..y ~t:<t.j ~D. 1 6J . K~ (0A-t\lot'2, 

FACADE 5w 
PHOTO TAKEN Ci/1Cf/7+ 

Yl') . () L.lX...\ £ ~ 

.(b :tbA -;Ji) 

~O. 


