
Survey #: P.G. #86B-15 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Old Baden School and Burke Cemetery 

Location: 13410 Baden Westwood Road, Baden 2 Mayland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 
Description 

The Old Baden School was enlarged early in the 20th century. It is now a 
rectangular two-story frame, gable roof structure. There is a seam on the east 
facade between the second and third bays where the addition to the one room, one­
story school house was made. The two bay south gable end is the main facade. 
Entrance is through the first bay, the second is a 6/6 double hung sash window. 
The three bay, hipped roof entrance porch rests on square wood posts. The three 
bay east facade has 6/6 windows on the first and second stories. There is a 
plain boxed cornice throughout the building. An interior brick chimney is at the 
gable ridge, north of center. The roof is covered with standing-seam metal, the 
building sided with horizontal siding. It rests on brick piers. The north gable 
end is one bay with a parged brick interior chimney on the northwest corner. The 
three bay west facade has a projectiny two-by-one bay, two-story shed roof north­
west addition with an entrance sheltered by a two-bay shed roof porch. The old 
school is now used for storage. There is a grave to the northeast of the build­
ing. The stone reads "John Burke, died Februi: ·y 16, 1857, aged 67 years". 

Significance 

The Old Baden School is significant for its former use as a school and for 
its simple, vernacular architecture. The Baden School appears on the 1861 
Martenet Map but not on the 1878 Hopkins Atlas. There were two other schools in 
the area in 1878, which may have lead to the closing of the Baden School. The 
building and one acre lot were sold by the Board of County School Commissioners 
to Margaret J. Skinner in 1913, Skinner listed on the 1900 U.S. Census as the 
wife of Frederick K. Skinner, farmer. It was probably after 1913 that the second 
story and north bay were added to the building. The Baden School building was a 
one-room, one-story rectangular structure with a gable end entrance. When it was 
enlarged as a residence its simple, utilitarian style was continued. The Baden 
School building is one of few such utilitarian structures to survive. The grave 
northeast of the school building is that of John Burke, listed on the 1850 U.S. 
Census as a planter and merchant, born in Ireland. He and his wife resided near 
the school from a~ least 1857 through 1878. 

Acreage: 1 acre 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Old Baden School and Burke Cemetery 

and/or common Old Baden School and Burke Cemetery 

2. Location 

street & number 13410 Baden Westwood Road 

city, town Brandywine 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

a en 
_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No.fG- 86B-15 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George 1 s 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

4 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Charles J. Thomas 

street & number 13410 Baden Westwood Road telephone no. : 

city, town Brandywine state and zip code Md. 20613 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 2504 

street & number Main Street folio 532 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
Historic Sites and District Plan 

date 
July 1981 x 

_federal _state _county _local 

..epository for survey records 
History Division MNCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale 

state 
Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
____)(_ fair 

Check one 
- deteriorated _ unaltered 
- ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No.f(~ 868-15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Old Baden School was enlarged early in the twentieth century by 
the addition of a second story and a north bay. It is now a rectangular 
two-story frame, gable roof structure. There is a seam on the east facade 
between the second and third bays where the addition to the one room, 
one-story school house was made. 

The two bay south gable end is the entrance facade. Entrance is 
through the first bay, the second is a 6/6 double hung sash window. There 
is one central 6/6 window on the second story. The three bay, hipped roof 
entrance porch has a boxed cornice. The roof rests on square wood posts. 

The east facade has three bays, composed of 6/6 windows on the first 
and second stories. The windows have plain wood surrounds and wood sills. 
There is a plain boxed cornice throughout the building. There is an 
interior brick chimney at the gable ridge, north of the building's center. 
The roof is covered with standing-seam metal and the building is sided with 
horizontal siding. It rests on brick piers. 

The north gable end is one bay, one 6/6 window on the first and one on 
the second stories. There is a parged brick interior chimney on the north-
west corner of the facade. 

The three bay west facade has a projecting two-by-one bay, two-story 
shed roof addition on the northwest. The addition has a 6/6 window on the 
second floor and an entrance on the first floor sheltered by a two-bay 
shed roof porch. The porch roof is supported on stripped log posts. There 
are two bays to the south of this addition, on the main structure. 

There is a trailer inmediately south of the building where the owners 
live. The old school is now used for storage. There is a grave to the 
northeast of the building, in a bank of trees and underbrush that run along 
a creek. The stone has been knocked over, but is 9uite legible. It reads 
"John Burke, died February 16, 1857, aged 67 years'. There appears to be 
one other grave, but the stones are disordered and no other inscriptions 
were found. 



8. Significance Survey Nor G:.868-15 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_archeology-historic _conservation 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

_ agriculture _economics 
~ architecture _x_ education 

_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates ca. 1861 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 
_ invention _x_ other (specify) 

local history 
Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Old Baden School building is significant for its former use as a 
school and for its simple, vernacular architecture. The Baden School 
appears on the 1861 Martenet Map of Prince George 1 s County, but not on the 
1878 Hopkins Atlas of the County. There were two other schools in the area 
in 1878, one on Aquasco Road south of Horsehead and one to the east on the 
road to Magruder 1 s Ferry.l This may have lead to the under-use and 
closing of the Baden School. The building and one acre lot were sold by 
the Board of County School Corrmissioners to Margaret J. Skinner in 1913.2 
Skinner is listed on the 1900 U.S. Census as the wife of Frederick K. 
Skinner, farmer.3 It was probably after 1913 that the second story and 
north bay were added to the building. 

The Baden School building was a one-room, one-story rectangular 
structure with a gable end entrance and without stylistic detail. When it 
was enlarged to be used as a residence its simple, utilitarian style was 
continued in the new additions. The large first story schoolroom was left 
undivided. The Baden School building is one of few such nineteenth century 
utilitarian structures to survive in the County. 

The grave northeast of the school building is that of John Burke. 
Burke is listed on the 1850 U.S. Census as a planter and merchant, born in 
Ireland.4 He and his wife resided close to the school from at least 1857 
(the date of his death) through 1878, as Matilda Burke appears on both the 
1861 and 1878 maps of the County. If the Burke residence is extant it has 
not yet been identified. 

Notes 

Atlast of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of 
Prince George 1 s, G.M. Hopkins, 320 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 1878, 
Aquasco and Nottingham Districts. 

2 Land Records of Prince George 1 s County, 87:407, 1913. 

3. United States Census, Prince George 1 s County, 1900, Nottingham 
D1str1ct, #l. 
4 Ibid. 1850, Nottingham District, #188. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Footnotes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ l_a_c_r_e _____ _ Map 167 p.138 
Quadrangle name Brandywine I Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I~-----'~'_.____._~-.-. .......... oLJJ I I I I 
E LLJ I I .._I _.___..~-- F LJ_j I I 
G Li.J I I I...__.___.__..._._ __ H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King, Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Corrmission date September 1985 

street & number 14743 Govenor Oden Bowie Drive telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NltTTO:U\L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
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Baden Schoolhouse 
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Brandy1vi ne 
IT ATC:. 

C.i. i tCORY 
(CJ,.,..,• On.-) 

c o,,,,,c, 

"' Bu;ldi,,g 0 Public 

0 s,,. 0 Structure SJj Private 

0 Ob 1oct 0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

STATUS 

g Occupied 

0 Unocc.,pied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

0 Rutrich•d 

0 Pre1ervotion work 0 Unre1tricted 

-~No in progre a a 

t--~~~--~~~~~-'-~~~~~--L~~~~~~~~~~L-~~~~~-1~~~~~__J 
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Government 

lndu•lrial 
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0 
al 
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Park 
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Religious 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (SP<tclfy) 

0 Comme1>t1 

0 [ntef'tci"lft"l.ent 0 0 Scientific 
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Cll 'f ~" TQIUCt rTATE: I 



j IZ:. DESCR....:l_P_T_IO __ N __ ~---"---------------"--------------~ 
0 Excellent Ji[' Good i-=:::.-.. ______ _ 

CONDITION 
(Check On~) 

D Fair 

(Chock On") 

0 Deteriorated 

I ~ A !tered 0 Unaltered 

1-D-E_S_C -R l_B_E_T_H_E_P_R_,_E_S_E_N_T_•_<_D_O-RI GIN AL (It known) PH V 51 C A L A PP EAR AN C E 

0 Ruins 

(Check Ono) 

0 Moved Ill' Original Site 

The present building incorporates an older one room 

schoolhouse. It is two stories with a two bay gabled 

facade. To the west is a lower, shed-roofed wing with the 

roof sloping to the west; the west facade, with a shed-

roofed porch
1 

is two bays. 

6/6 double-hung sash. 

The windows throughout are 
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i_J I :.1:1 Century [l 17th Crn•v·y 

!DCCIFIC 0.A.1 E:~J (It Appllcab1~ o:-ndKnown) 1:-~( (; 

AREAS OF SIGNIF"ICA..NCE (Check One or More a• Appropriate) 

Abor iv;nol 0 Educe ti on 

0 Prehi1t~ic 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 lndu1 try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Arch;tectur• 0 Londsco1>• 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Comm•rc• 0 Literature 

0 Communicotions 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 i::th Cenh,r)· 

0 19th c .. n tury 

-------

Politica·I 

Re I ig ion/Phi-

lo1ophy 

Science 

Sculpture. 

Socio I/Human-

i•orion 

Theater 

Transportation 

-, 

~ 20th Cor.tvry 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 
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1'9· MAJOR 81BLIOGRAPHl-CAL REFERENCES __________ .._ __ . .._ .. _._. __ _. ·- ----· - ... ·-J~·-·· 

. .,..........,.,~ 

. . ~~-1 --

r 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND L..ONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATtTUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN•TES ·-

OEFININCO /A. RECT/A.NGLE LOC/A.TING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFl'°"ING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TF:N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds DegreeJ. Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
5E 0 . 0 . 
~w 9 . 0 . 

/A.PPROX1"4/A.TE /A.CRE/A.GE OF NOMIN/A.TEO PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 
' 

I 

l 

·------
!LIST /A.LL ST/A.TES /A.NO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL/A.PPING ST/A.TE OR COUNTY BOUNO/A.RIES 

ST/A.TE: COUNTY 

ST/A. TE: couf< TY: 

ST/A.TE: COUNTY: 

ST/A.TE: COUNTY: 

-rn. FORM PREPARED SY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens , Park Historian 
ORGAN I ZAT10N 

IOiT7E 

M-NCPPC June 74 

STREET A.ND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgi a Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN.: STATE 

Si l ve r Spring Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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MARYL.'\ND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET J 7 0 '-/ i 2:57CJ 'I 
! J fl · ~ /4. ;_:i"' - ;_.S 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

[l/ HI.ME ·. 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

John Burke House 
12. LOCATION .. 

$TREET ANC' NUMBER: 

Baden-Westwood Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Brandywine 
STA TE 

I I COUNTY: I Maril and Prince Georae's 
j3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATECORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Oi1tric1 0 Buildin;1 0 Public Pvblic Acquisition: 0 Occupied Yea: 

0 Site D Structure 0 Privote 0 In Process El Unoccupied 0 Re1tricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Un1e1tricted 

In progre11 IW No 

PRESENT USE (Ch.,clc One or Moro •• Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Tran1portotion 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Resi,!ence rr:J Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Mnitary 0 R-;'iigiou1 Abandoned 
0 Ent•rtoinment 0 Mu1eum 0 Scientific Ruins 

f 4. OWNER OF PROPERTY .. 

OWNER•s NAME: 

Joe R. Baden 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CllY OR TOWN: 

lsTATE: M;:irv1 ;:inn I Brand~i_n~ 
lS• LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ,..,, 

~--
COURTHOUSE, RECOISTRY OF OEEDS. !::TC: 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOW"I: I STATE 

I Upper Marlboro Maryland 
Title Reference of Curr~nt f'lppn (Book & Pa. #) : 

l*r REPRESENTATION IN EXISTIN(; SURVEYS ::; ':• 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

NnnP 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal D Stat• 0 County 0 Loco I 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S1'REET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN! rTATE: I 
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1'7.DESCRI Pi ION 

1 tollent 0 Good 
CONDITION -------

1 

(Ch&ck On&) 

E'.l A ltor"d 0 Unolterecl 

0 Fair 

(Ch&ck On&) 

D Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I <O ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check Onej 

0 Moved 

The house is a two-story frame structure, with a three 

bay main facade. The doorway is in the west bay; the hall 

has a parlor off it. The chimney is for a stove. A range 

of rooms runs across the back and a wing extends to the east. 

Behind the house are two graves of the Burke family. 
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SIGNlflCA.NCE 

PERIOD (Check On• or Mon•• Appropriate) 
-

.olumbion 0 16th Century 

[J 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEl51 (lt Applicable ond Known) 

-REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Approprl•le) 

Abor i9inol 0 Education 

0 Preh:atoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Land scope 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Militory 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century r, 20th Century 

m 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Plonnin11 

c;J Reli9ion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

it orion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 
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1'9. MAJOR 818LIOGR>.f>H~AL REFERENCES ~--·-

I 

I 

[lo. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA '., . 
1---

L..ATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COOROJN/lTES ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOFiOINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 OEFIN;NG THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER l.A..TITUDE LONGITUDE LA Tl TUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes SecC>11ds 

NW 0 . 0 . . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 0 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

I 

ILIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: couf.ITY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

[11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION IO~T; M-NCPPC June 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sprinq Marv land 

till State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 . State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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P.G. #86B-15 

Baden School 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
May 1985 
Southwest elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G. #86B-15 

Baden School 
Pri nee George 1 s County, MD. 
Marina King 
May 1985 
West elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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Baden School 
Prince George's County, MD . 
Marina King 
May 1985 
East elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G. #868-15 

Baden School 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
May 1985 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





NAME SClhcz_lhUlie ~ 8>b8-1.S-

LOCATION ~llbE.11 ~ 1<1667kt:rJt> l!d i31Jl>£/fl; /1fd.. 

FACADE #£ 

PHOTO TAKEN /p/17 /7'/ 11J01(}fU?._ 





NAME 5etioa... Ha.LS e #- 81:> 8- /S-

LOCATION 61\bE.N , we.s7&ooob I'd. BIH:>~ . H.d-

FACADE NE. 

PHOTO TAKEN Co/11/7'{ t>t0WY~ 


