
-

Survey #: P.G. #86 B-18 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Immanuel Methodist Church 

Location: 17400 Aguasco Road. Brandywine. Maryland 

1896 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Good/Restricted 
Description: 

Immanuel Methodist Church is a two-story rectangular frame building. four 
bays by one bay. with a gable roof. It is situated south of and facing 
Aquasco Road. The entrance is through a one-story, gable-roofed projecting 
bay centered on the south gable end and a red-painted six-panel door, sur­
mounted by a triangular transom of stained glass reading "Immanuel Methodist 
Episcopal Church South Welcome. 11 The four bay east and west facades have 
large, pointed arch stained glass windows with wide plain wood surrounds 
piercing the frieze at the cornice line. The church is sided with white hori­
zontal wood siding, rests on a brick foundation and is roofed with asphalt 
shingle. The boxed cornice has a wide plain frieze, a crown molding and 
returns in the gable ends. There are graves surrounding the church on the 
north, east and west dating from 1864 to 1981. A gable-roof, rectangular 
parish hall is east of the building. across the parking lot. A historical 
marker north of the church reads "Built 1879. Burned and rebuilt 1896. 
Located on the "Golden Race" tract. Formerly Smith's meeting house 1794-1839. 
Then Emory Chapel 1840-1879. Bishop Francis Asbury preached at the meeting 
house, March 1813. 11 

Significance: 

Immanuel is one of the Nation's oldest Methodist congregations, founded 
as Smith's Meeting House in 1794. The congregation moved the location of 
their meeting house twice from the location of the original Smith's Meeting 
house which was in use from 1794 to 1839. Sometime in 1839-40 the Smith 
congregation moved across and up Aquasco Road and built Emory Chapel. At this 
time a Methodist Episcopal church was built south of Smith's Meeting House, in 
Woodville (Aquasco). The Smith congregation probably was split between the 
two new churches. Emory Chapel was in use from 1840 to 1879. In 1879 the 
congregation of Emory Chapel moved to Horsehead, perhaps because the old 
church needed repair and Horsehead crossroads was a population and trade 
center. The present Immanuel Church is located on one acre of land deeded to 
church trustees in 1879. The new church was called 11 Emmanuel 11

, meaning 11 God 
is with us. 11 This was later changed to the present spe 11 i ng. The present 
church was built in 1896, after the ca. 1879 church burnt down. The church is 
located on a ca. 1695 land patent called the Golden Race, and sited directly 
on an early survey line which ran from the Patuxent River to the Potomac. 
Immanuel Church is today maintained by an active congregration. 

Acreage: 3 acres 



Survey No. VG- 868-18 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Immanuel Methodist Episcopal Church South 

and/or common Immanuel United Methodist Church 

2. Location 

street & number 17400 Aquasco Road (Maryland Route 381) _ not for publieation 

city, town Brandywine 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_:__not applicable 

_ vicinity of congressional district 

county Pri nee George 1 s 

S~tus 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
____x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

4 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_x_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Brookfield-Immanuel United Methodist Church 

street & number 17400 Aquasco Rd. telephone no.: 301-888-2572 

city, town Brandywine state and zip code Maryl and 20613 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber 

ARBl 

street & number Main Street folio 
510 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 
Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

1981 x 
date _federal _state _county _local 

.iepository for survey records 
History Division, M-NCPPC 

Riverdale Maryl and 
city, town state 



7. Description 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ~ unaltered 

Check one 
X_ original site 

Survey No.~-868-18 

Condition 
_excellent 
___x_ good 
_fair 

_ruins _altered - moved date of move 
_unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Immanuel Methodist Church is a two-story rectangular frame building, 
four bays by one bay, with a gable roof. It is situated south of and fac­
ing Aquasco Road and is approached by a walkway through a grassy front 
lawn. 

The entrance is in a one-story, gable-roofed projecting vestibule 
centered on the south gable end of the building. Entrance is through a a 
red-painted six-panel door, which is surmounted by a triangular transom of 
stained glass reading 11 Irrmanuel Methodist Episcopal Church South Welcome.

11 

There is a small pointed arch stained glass window on the east and west 
sides of the vestibule. The four bay east and west facades have large, 
pointed arch stained glass memorial windows with wide plain wood surrounds. 
The windows pierce the frieze at the cornice line. The north (rear) facade 
has a centered pointed arch window and a brick, exterior stove chimney east 
of the facade center. The church is sided with horizontal wood siding, 
painted white. It rests on a brick foundation and is roofed with asphalt 
shingle. The boxed cornice has a wide plain frieze, a crown molding and is 
returned in the north and south gable ends. 

There are graves in an open grassy area surrounding the church on the 
north, east and west. Graves dates range from 1864 to 1981. A gable-roof, 
rectangular parish hall is east of the building, across the church parking 
lot. It is three bays by five bays, sided with asbestos shingle, with the 
entrance in the south gable end. 

A historical marker north of the church reads 
rebuilt 1896. Located on the "Golden Race" tract. 
ing house 1794-1839. Then Emory Chapel 1840-1879. 
preached at the meeting house, March 1813. 11 

"Built 1879. Burned and 
Formerly Smith 1 s meet­
B i shop Francis Asbury 



8. Significance Survey No .fG-868-18 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture~ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ politics/government _ trans~tlon 

_ invention _lL_ other (specify) 
1 oca l hi story 

1896 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

IITITlanuel is one of the oldest Methodist congregations in the United 
States, having been founded as Smith's Meeting House in 1794.1 Immanuel 
is a good example of a vernacular Gothic Revival Church, well maintained 
and retaining original features from its 1894 construction date. 

The Imnanuel congregation moved the location of their meeting house 
three times, progressing north on Aquasco Road twice from the location of 
the original Smith's Meeting House, just north of the intersection of 
Aquasco and Croom Roads. Smith's Meeting House was in use from 1794 to 
1839.2 

Sometime around 1839-40 the congregation moved across and up the road 
and built a new church called Emory Chapel. Also, at this time a Methodist 
Episcopal church was built south of Smith's Meeting House, in Woodville 
(Aquasco). The Smith congregation probably was split between these two new 
churches. Emory Chapel was located about two-and-one-half miles south of 
Horsehead and was in use fran 1840 to 1879. In 1879 the congregation of 
Emory Chapel decided to move to Horsehead, perhaps because the old church 
needed considerable repair and Horsehead crossroads at that time was a 
population and trade center.3 It is not known if Emory Chapel was torn 
down or burned in later years. 

The present Immanuel Church is located on one acre of land deeded to 
church trustees in 1879; An additional acre was bought later by church 
trustees. The congregation chose to call the new church "Emmanuel" which 
means "God is with us. 11 This was later changed to the present 11 Imnanuel 11 

spelling.4 The present church was built in 1896, after the ca. 1879 
church burnt down. After the new church was built on the present site it 
was discovered that it was located on a ca. 1695 land patent called the 
Golden Race, and sited directly on an early survey line which ran fran the 
Patuxent River to the Potomac. The survey line was used as a baseline for 
all work of surveying in early colonial times.5 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.f'6- 86B-18 

See #8, Footnotes 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Tax Map 167 C-3 Acreage of nominated pro~rty __ 3_ac_r_e_s ___ _ 

Quadrangle name Brandywine Quadrangle scale __ I ____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I 1 I 
Zone Easting Northing 

0 W ~1 ...... 1..,...., ___ _ 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I I I I I 
Northing 

cL.i.J ~' _,___._ __ .......,_! .__! .............. _._ ....... ..- oLLJ ~I~!...___ ........... ~! .__! .............. ~ ........ .-... 
E LLJ I I .__I _..___..__.__._ __ F LLJ I I II.__ .................................... ....... 
aLLJ I I .__I .............. __.__._ __ H LLJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King, Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date July, 1985 

street & number 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



#8. Continued 

Immanuel's appearance remains unchanged from the time of its 1896 con­
struction, except for the addition of the stained glass memorial windows in 
1905. A Sunday school and meeting hall was erected just south of the 
church in 1937 to accolTITiodate church activities. The Church is today main­
tained by an active congregration. Its location on a main north-south road 
in the County and its simple, well proportioned design make it a local 
landmark. 

Footnotes: 

Stones and Bones: Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, Prince 
George's County Genealogical Society, Inc., Bowie, Maryland, 1984, 
pg. 365. 

2 "Centennial Celebration, Irrmanuel Methodist Church, 1879-1979 11
, 

IITITianuel United Methodist Church, 17400 Aquasco Road, Brandywine, Maryland, 
20613. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Ibid. 
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NOHDF~.'l;ION ·t·C '~,...; 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMtr..AON: 

ANOIOA HISTORIC: 

Immanuel Me th o di s t E p i s c o p a l . .._;_E...o-h ..;;;..u ~r ~ch;.;..._("""~ o uJ:~h'-,)'-------............i 

$fREET ANCHUM~ER: 

Rt e • 3 81 an d H o rs e h e a d Ro a d Urn Q u a d r a n t ) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Brandywine 

I I 
STATE 

Maryland ,.__.. _____ _ 
jJ. CLASSIFICATION 

I"· 

CATEGORY 
(Check Onej 

0 District '( Buildin11 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Obi•ct 

0 Public 

~ Private 

O Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Conr.iclered 

PRESENT USE (Check On" or More ea Jlpproprlate) 

0 Agri cultura 1 0 Government 0 Pork 

0 Comw.erciol 0 Industrial 0 Pri vnte Rea i-;lence 

0 Educoticnol 0 Military ~ Religioua 

0 Ent•rtoinm•nf 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

OWNER OF PPOPERTY ·. 

OWNEl't:'.I NAlrJIE: 

__ _lr_t,,i~J: e e s o f I mm an u e 1 M • E • C h u r c h 
STAEllET ANU NUMBEPt: 

r--~~R~t.e. 381 and Horsehead Road 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Pre1ervotion work 

in progress 

0 Tranaportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yeo: 

Im Restricted 

D Unreotricted 

D N<> 

0 Cammenll 

Cl~'( OR TO.,.N; 'STATE I 
-- B_r_?. ri_dyw_Ln_e_______ M rl :Y'V l i'l n rl 

l.!:_ l;_<?_CA !..!.9~~- l:_~CA L DE KRI P TION--:----:-~----~......1..U4..~-'-!L).Jw.I..---:--..~~--'----~,.,.~~._. 
C')U ,_ TH(n,.J~L, '' L (,..11 l R.V Cf· DE LOS, t:TC: 

Prince George-' s Caunty Caurth au.s:e· 
,TACI: T AP>iU UUlAOli.R: 

rTATE: I 
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\7. DESCRIPTION 
------~~--- -~~---~~~~----~~~-~~-~~---

. (Check Ono) 

0 Exc~ilPnl ,R. Good 0 Fair 0 OeteriorGl•d 0 Ruins [J ·Unexposed 
CONDITIOii .__ ____ .c_ .--:---::---:--------r-----------_.:_---~ 

(Check One) I (Cheer. On•) 

~ A!tered 0 Unali.red 0 Moved · il Ori 9 inol Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The church is an A-roofed, frame structure, sheathed 

in weatherboarding. The main (south) facade has an entrance 

p o r ch w i th a g o th i c - a r ch e d do o nv a y ; ab o v e th e d o o rs i s a 

pointed arched stained glass window with the inscription 

11 Immanuel M.E. Church South Welcome. 11 

The side walls have four pointed-arched windows with 

stained glass. The points of the arches reach into the 

plain fascia that runs below the boxed cornice. The 

soffit of the cornice is returned into the gable ends; 

the sides of the gable carry a fascia with an applied 

moulding along the center; the ends ·of the eaves have 

an ogee moulding applied. Both the church and porch have 

corner boards. 
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LJ 15th C:entury 

0 16th (4r.t~ry 

0 17th Century 

5PEC I Fl C DAT E(Sl (If Appl/cable •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Ch•cli One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 0 
0 Prehi•toric 0 Engin•erin9 0 
0 Historic 0 lndullry 

0 Agri cu I tu re 0 Invention ·O 
0 Architecture 0 Lonc!scope 0 
0 Att Archit•cture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Comm uni cati ans 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 

~19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Sc:ienc• 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human· 

itorion 

Theater 

J rans portal ion 

["] 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Sp.eclfy) 

The congregation was organized in the 1870 1 s. The 
, 

present building dates from 1896. 
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f 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOROINATE5 

DEFINING A RECTANGl.E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 

I 
0 : - . 

c.w 0 . 0 . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

I 

I 

--

' 

1- -
0 
R 

fG 'r/t 11 1 ~, 
--,~·u·~ 

·-LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDiN/tTES 

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PRO!>ERTY 
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES 

·• LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 . 0 . 

i 

!LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: cou"' TY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

flt. FORM PREPARED BY 
. 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

·Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANl ZATION 

IOAT1E7 

M-NCPPC June 74 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE· 

Si 1 ve r Sorin a Milrvl;rnd 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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z 
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ATB 1 :510 
3 Oct. 1879 
Deed 

HB 6:433 
18 Sept. 1872 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

Inmanuel Church 
P.G. #86B-18 

Joseph H. Turner and Maria A. Turner, his wife, to J. 
Benson Perrie, T. K. Naylor, John Cross, Rinaldo W. 
Perrie, George A. Dale, Robert Conmick, Fulton E. 
Gibbons, John A. Fowler, and R. C. Naylor, Trustees of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1 acre and 3-3/4 
rods adjoining the said acre of land. Parcel obtained by 
Turner from Matilda F. Burke and Matilda Gerby by HB 
#6:433. 

Matilda F. Burke and Matilda F. Gerby to Joseph H. 
Turner, 8-1/2 acres being a part of a tract of land 
ca 11 ed and known as the "Golden Race 11 which land was 
patented by Thomas Greenfield 10 November 1695 
(CN#3:89). 
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PoGo #86 B-18 
Immanuel United Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, MDo 
Marina King 
April 1985 
West elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis, 1'ID . 
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P.G. #86 B-18 
Immanuel United Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
Apri 1 1985 
East elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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P.G. #86 B-18 
Immanuel United Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
April 1985 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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