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Survey #: P.G. #87A-10 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: St. Thomas Methodist Church 

1911 

Location: 18810 Aquasco Road, Brandywine (Horsehead), Maryland 

Private/Religious/Unoocupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description 

St. Thomas Methodist Church is a frame gable-roof meeting-house-style 
church. It consists of two parts: a main block which consists of entry 
vestibule and nave, and a rear wing which was added a short time later. 
The main block of the church is typical of early twentieth century 
meeting-house-style church buildings; one-story, front-gabled, and three 
bays in length. Siding is plain horizontal board, painted beige; the 
gable roof is covered with standing seam metal with fishscale pattern. 
Windows in the nave are gothic-arch, double-hung-sash, nine lights in 
tracery over six. Entrance to the nave is through a small gable-roof 
entry vestibule centered in the west gable end. Extending to the east is 
a slightly lower addition; its windows have tracery in the upper sash, but 
are narrower than those of the nave (5/4 lights). Northeast of the church 
building is a social hall, and along the north side of the unpaved 
entrance drive, is a graveyard bordered by woods on north and west. 

Significance 

St. Thomas Methodist Church is a frame meeting-house-style church 
building. Typical of rural chapels of the turn of this century, it stands 
on the site of the Freedmen's Bureau school and church which were estab­
lished after the Civil War. In 1867, George E. Orme deeded one acre of 
his land to eight black trustees for the use of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and for a school. Completed in 1868, this building housed the 
Freedmen's Bureau School, and was also used for Methodist services. In 
1911, the present church building was erected just to the west, and the 
old building was torn down. Somewhat later, the church was enlarged by 
the addition of altar space, a pastor's study, and storage space. 
Services continued in St. Thomas Church until 1973, when its congregation 
merged with that of John Wesley Methodist Church in Aquasco. St. Thomas 
Church is a good representative of the meeting-house-style churches which 
were being erected, particularly for black Methodist congregations, early 
in this century. Of four examples in Prince George's County,St. Thomas is 
closest to its original form and the best example of its type. With its 
historic graveyard, St. Thomas Church is an important representative of 
the early black churches in Prince George's County; for over a century, 
this site has been a focal point in the black conwnunity of southeastern 
Prince George's County. 

Acreage: . 75 acre 



laryl11~ Hist1rical Tmt 
State Histft Sites l1nlllory Fora 

·:- ... 

1. Name (indicate pref erred ~1 

hi I le St. Thomas Methodist Church 

srdl•cocuww 

2. Location 

Survey Ho. PG#87A-10 

Maqi No. 

OOE Je• _no 

18810 Aguascg Rgad (Maryland Route 381) 

Brandywine 

..... Maryland 

3. Classification 
c.e., • ..., 

Jlalrlcl 
-L bullllll •• , _.....,,. _ .... 
-obtllel 

·Oaaa ... 
_pubic 
~....­_ ..... 
l'il••· .......... . 
_In pra:11 
_being con1lll11cd 
=-M=not applicable 

Horsehead 
_ wlclnlty of coc9111larml district 4 

county Prjnce Goerqe 1 5 

....... 
_ ai::cupl1J 
~ .. an rplrd 
___ 11t;woga111 ......... 
-J98: I 11 IC18d 
- J98: WW llilCtrd _ .. 

......... u • 
- agrlculture 

COllllll9ctlil 
edl :1t1ai181 ............ 
go•••••Nnl 

_tnduatNI _ .... ...., 

_,..,...... 
_pn 

jW'N-13 l'JI K.r 
..,..L rlllgla• 

ICI rllllc 
- ba ap a wn 
_x_ottw: 

4. Owner of Property (give aamea and mailing addreaaea of .!!!_ owners) 

,... Trustees of St. Thomas Church (Christ United Methodist Church) 

..,....,.., • ., 18804 Aquasco Road · telepboua no. : 888-1283 

~tawn- Brand,YWine •tat• and. zip cod• Maryland 2-613 

5. Location of Legal Description 

.. Itta -.11:111tfof ....... Prince George's County Courthouse lJ.ber #342 ........ 14735 Marn Street folio 55 

city, ...... Upper Marlboro ..... MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

... Inventory of Historic Sites,· 

1974 _ ....... _ ..... ~oaunly _._ 

tt 11ulll wtarww,1 4J: History Djyj5jon 4302 Baltjmore e011 1e"ard 

..,,.._. Bladensburg .... Maryl and 



7. Description 

Check one 
- d9terlor•tecl - U1181l91ed 
- rulna ._-.;. ........ 
_unexpoeed 

Check one 
~ oripwl site 
_mov.d d8te of move 

Survey No. PG#87A-10 
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St. Thomas Methodist Church is a frame gable-roof meeting-house-style 
church. It stands on the site of the Freedmen's Bureau school and church 
which were established after the Civil War, in a wooded rural area on the 
road between Baden and Aquasco. 

The church building consists of two parts: a main block (circa 40 by 
24 feet) which consists of entry vestibule and nave, and a rear wing which 
was added a short time later. The main block of the church is typical of 
early twentieth century meeting-house-style church buildings; one-story, 
front-gabled, and three bays in length. The frame building rests on 
concrete piers with brick reinforcement, all covered with a sheet of metal. 
Siding is plain horizontal board, painted beige and peeling. The gable 
roof is covered with standing seam metal with fishscale pattern, and has a 
narrow overhang. The plain cornice and corner boards are painted white. 
Windows in the nave are gothic-arch, double-hung-sash, nine lights in 
tracery over six. These windows are glazed with clear glass, but the 
lights in the upper sashes of the windows are presently covered (on the 
interior) with blue stained-glass-pattern contact paper. The windows have 
plain board surrounds painted white. 

Entrance to the nave is through a small gable-roof entry vestibule 
centered in the west gable end. Siding, cornice and roof have the same 
treatment as the nave. Entrance into the vestibule is through a plain 
board door with plain board surround painted white. Above the door, also 
enframed within the plain board surround, is a single-pane gothic-arch 
transom, presently covered with the same contact paper as the side windows. 
Approach to this door is by a concrete stoop. 

Rising from the south plane of the roof, between second and third 
bays, is a brick stove chimney; it marks the location of the original 
stove. At the southwest corner of the nave, on the west face of the 
foundation, is a carved cornerstone which reads: 

St. Thomas 
M. E. Church 
A.O. 1911. 

Extending to the east or rear of the main block, and on the same 
axis, is a slightly lower addition, one bay long, but wider than the nave, 
thus giving the building a T configuration. The roof of this frame 
addition has a shallower pitch than that of the nave. There is a single 
gothic-arch double-hung-sash window in each of the north and south 
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elevations; these windows have tracery in the upper sash, but are 
narrower than those of the nave (5/4 lights). Two exterior doors lead 
into this rear addition, each located in the west face of the projecting 
section of the addition where it joins the nave. Each of these doors has 
a small six-pane glazing over two vertical panels. There are four modern 
windows in the rear (east) elevation of the addition: each consists of 
two horizontal panes over two horizontal panes. The two center windows, 
which light the altar, are positioned side by side. The addition is 
sheathed with German siding, painted beige and pealing. It has a plain 
boxed cornice, painted white. The shallowly pitched roof is covered with 
green asphalt shingle, and there is an exterior concrete block chimney at 
the northeast corner. 

Interior of the main block consists of one large space forming the 
nave. Below the chair-rail, the walls are sheathed with vertical beaded 
wainscoting painted brown. Above this the walls are coated with white 
plaster. At the east end of the nave, flanking the altar, two doors lead 
into the study and storage space which flank the altar space. The three­
plane ceiling of the altar space is covered with narrow wainscot 
panelling, stained brown. Similar wainscoting, painted white, trims the 
higher three-pane ceiling of the nave. Two iron rods run across the nave 
at the juncture of ceiling and wall, reinforcing the structure. 

A short distance northeast of the church building is a one-story 
gable-roof social hall, constructed at approximately the same time as the 
church addition. The building consists of two parts; the frame main block 
is three bays long, and attached to the rear is a one-bay (rear) kitchen 
addition. Entrance to the main block is through a panelled double door, 
centered in the west gable end, and flanked by 2 modern horizontal-paned 
windows. Siding is platn horizontal board painted white. Windows on the 
sides of the building are 6/6 double hung sash with plain board surrounds 
painted green, as are the corner boards. The gable roof is covered with 
green asphalt shingle, and a brick stove chimney rises from the south 
plane of the roof between first and second bays. The main block of the 
social hall rests on a poured concrete foundation. 

Extending one more bay to the rear (east) of this social hall, and 
flush with both the north and south elevations of the main block, is a 
kitchen addition. It is built of concrete block painted white, and its 
gable roof (on the same axis as the main block) has a slightly lower 
ridgeline. There is an exterior brick stove chimney at the east gable end. 
Entrance to the kitchen is in the south elevation; the door is sheltered 
by a small pedimented gable-roof canopy supported by diagonal struts. 

Just east of the social hall stands a small gable-roof outbuilding in 
deteriorating condition. It is side-gabled, with entrance in the east 
gable end. 

Northwest of the church, along the north side of the unpaved entrance 
drive, is a graveyard bordered by woods on north and west. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#87A-10 

~.,. ... 
- prehlatoric 
_ 1.aoo-14" 

Area of Shaniftcanc• Check and Justify betow 
_ arcneo~-pnhlatoric - community planning _ landacape archltectu,..J-.. retlglon 
_ arcneo~-nlatoric _ conMtVation _ law _ acMnc:e 
_ agrtcutture - economlc:a _ literature _ sc:ulptU1'9 
_;;i_ architecture - 9duc:ation _ military _ aocjaU 

-1~15" 
_1eoo-1e• 
-1~1799 - 1rt - engineering _ music: hume.1•&ariai., 
-1800-1191 - eot'IHl*ce -H~Mttlement- pnUoaophy _ tMaW 
_v_ 1900- - communlcattona - lnduatry - p0Htk:algaw•1wnent _ tr•up utado 

- lnwention --M ottw (..-clt 
Black history 

Speofflo ...... 1911 

check: Applicable Criteria:· _A _B _c _o 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A _B _c _D __ E _F __ G 

Level of Significance: _national _state __ local 

Prepare both & sumaary par&g:raph of significance and & general 
support. . , 

st&temnt of history anc i 

St. Thomas Methodist Church is a frame meeting-house-style church 
·building. Typical of rural chapels of the turn of this century, it stands 
on the site of the Freedmen's Bureau school and church which were 
·established after the Civil War, for more than a century a focal point of 
-tile .. b]ack·.conununity of the Baden-Aquasco area. 

Early: in the .nineteenth century, blacks and whites had worshipped 
together in the Methodist churches of Prince George's County (part of the 
Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church). In the years 

··before the. Civil War, however, the issue of slavery divided the Methodist 
Church. In 1860, when the General Conference declared abolition of slaves 
a condition of church membership, southern conferences split off from the 

-&eneral Conference to form the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
~~aJ_ti mor:e ,c1 ·a border conference, voted to adhere to the General Conference 
ia condemning the institution of slavery. This vote provoked some 
individual congregations to break from the Baltimore Conference and 
declare themselves part of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
independent of the "new chapter" which supported abolition.I 

Such was the situation in the area of southeastern Prince George's 
County, part of the Prince George's Circuit of the Baltimore Conference. 
The church near Baden, known as Emory Chapel, became part of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South; local blacks, who had formerly worshipped at 
Emory, sought a place of worship of their own.2 In 1867 they acquired the 
·site of what was to become St. Thomas Methodist Church. 

George E. Orme was a local merchant and Justice of the Peace, who 
lived and farmed on land between Black Swamp Creek and the road from 
Brandywin~ to Woodville. In September 1867, he deeded one acre of his 
land to one white and eight black trustees (Henry Holland, Townly Thomas, 
William Addison, Robert Magruder, Thomas Gray, Charles Joy, Jacob Wood and 
Aaron Weems, all black, and William J. Tippett) of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church "for the use of the congregation of the said church and for a free 
school forever."3 Joshua Tippett, a farmer and blacksmith whose dwelling 

.was directly east of this acre of land, served as the white trustee, 
~assi~ting in the establishment of ·the new church and school. 

j 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
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Construction of the schoolhouse, under the auspices of the F~eedmen's 
Bureau, began late in 1867, and was finished, after numerous delays, late 
in 1868. The first teacher was Aaron Weems, one of the trustees who had 
purchased the land from Orme.4 ln the fall of 1869, Weems was replaced as 
teacher by Annie R. Thompson, a young black teacher from New York.5 She -
continued teaching there through the end of the 1873-74 school year, 
during the transition in management of black schools from the Freedmen's 
Bureau to the Board of County School Commissioners. A few years later, 
this school was replaced by the Black Swamp Schoolhouse, known as "Colored 
School #2, Election District #8."6 . 

The building which housed the original Freedmen's Bureau School, was 
used from the beginning for Methodist services, and soon came to be known 
as St. Thomas Methodist Episcopal Church., After 1878, when the new Black 
Swamp Schoolhouse opened for black students, the St. Thomas building was 
used only for church services; it continued in use as a church for 43 
years. In 1911, under the leadership of Reverend Robert Ferguson Coates, 
a new church (the present building) was erected just west of the original 
structure. To many of the older church members, this handsome new church 
was a sort of memorial to this dynamic pastor, who served the Woodville 
Charg~ fro~ 1908 to 1920. The original church/school building, ~Y then 
deter1orat1ng, was torn down.7 · 

In 1929, St. Thomas Church began the construction of a new social 
hall, a short distance northeast of the 1911 church and near the site of 
the original church/school building. The earliest graveyard had been 
located to the east, along the old lane which led eastward to the Tippett 
and Orme family farmhouses. The burial ground was enlarged during this 
period, with burials north and west of the church. In 1963, an addition 
was built onto the east end of the church; it was lower than the main 
block·(or nave) with a more shallowly pitched roof, and provided altar 
spaced flanked by a pastor's study and a choir loft. The north and south 
elevations of this addition are lighted by gothic-arch windows, narrower 
than those of the nave, but distinctively compatible with them. At 
approximately the same time, the kitchen addition was constructed on the 
east end of the social hall. 

Services continued in St. Thomas Church until 1973, when its 
dwindling congregation merged with that of John Wesley Methodist Church in 
Aquasco (Woodville). The combined congregation now worships at the old 
John Wesley Church building, today known as Christ United Methodist 
Church.a 

St. Thomas Church has been vacant since 1973, and is beginning to 
show signs of neglect and deterioration. A hole in the roof is allowing 
water damage in the area of the altar, and many of the cornice boards are 
rotting. In spite of these roof and cornice problems, the church building 
is generally in sound structural condition. The social hall is also 
fairly sound, but its kitchen wing is in serious need of repair. 
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St .. Thomas Church is a good representative of the meeting-house-style 
churches which were being erected, particularly for black Methodist 
congregations, early in this century. Other examples of the simple 
meeting-house with centered entry vestibule are Carroll Chapel in 
Mitchellville (from the end of the 19th century), Ross Memorial in Bowie -
(1909), and Ridgely Chapel in Landover (1921) which replaced an earlier 
similar building. Of the four, St. Thomas is closest to its original form 
and therefore the best example of its type; its gothic-arch windows have 
not been replaced by modern rectangular openings as is the case at Carroll 
and Ross Memorial Chapels, and its board siding has not been covered by 
synthetic material as is the case at all three other examples.9 The 
gothic-arch windows of St. Thomas Church have particularly fine tracery in 
the upper sashes, and a careful attempt has been made to reflect but not 
reproduce them in the altar addition. Together with its peaceful and 
historic graveyard, St. Thomas Church is an important representative of 
the early black churches in Prince George's County. For over a century, 
this site has been a focal point, not only for religious but also for 
educational reasons, in the black community of southeastern Prince 
George's County. 

Notes 

1 Minutes Book, Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1842-1880 (M 1141, · 
Maryland Archives); Those Incredible Methodists: a History of the 
Baltimore Conference of the United Methodist Church, 1972. · 

2 See Centennial Celebration, Immanuel Church 1979, by Sandra Cross. 

3 Prince George's County Deed, FS #5:106. 

4 Records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, 1867-
1873. See Floyd, Bianca, Bible, Book and Voting Booth, Final Report of 
Black History Study, 1984-85, M-NCPPC. 

5 ibid, and Census records for Prince George's County, Election District 
#8, 1870 I 1880 • 

6 See MHT Form·P.G. #87A-12. 

7 Interview 1982 with Amy Hawkins and Rev .. P. Woolridge. 

8 ibid. 

9 See MHT Forms #71B-2 (Ross Memorial); #72A-5 (Ridgely Church), and 
#74B-6 (Carroll Chapel). 
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0::: 0 Comrr.ercial 0 Industrial 0 Private J\e.i-:lenc• 0 Other (Specify) 

I- 0 .Educational 0 Military Ill Religious 

..,, 0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

:z '"· 
OWNER OF PP.OPERTY •· ... 

OWNEA: S NAME: 

Tr us tees of Christ United Methodist Church 
w STREET ANO NUMIJER: 
w Rte. 381 
..,, Cl7'f OR TOWN: I sT~TaE~v 1 and I B r ~ '!.QY~l!l.~ ·--~--

~-~OCJ.TION OF __ t~Gt.L DESCRIPTION ·.It/ii 
~.c> 

cvunTHOUS.£. RE~ISTRV OF OEEOS. ETC: 

Prince Georqe 's County Courthouse 
STREIET ANO HUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWH: I STATE 
I Uooer Marlboro · Maryland 

!'_1=,tle RQ..fe:rence of Curr mt ni:>ion fBrir.k & Pa. ~ \ : 
~REPRESENT A TION_IN EXISTING SURVEYS . ' ,·,,. 

TITLI: O" IURVl:Y: 
None 

OATll Ofl IU"Y£Y1 0 Fed.ral 0 Stat• 0 County 0 local 
Ol:POSITORV l'OR IURVIE'Y' R1".COR08t 

ITRIEllT 1'HO HUI.Ill!:"' 

CITY OR TOWH1 15TATE1 I 

~·J!@@!t ·ft.JiP hZ::t.4f{i?->;--. .... .))Ii.;·~--· - *:~--~~:"'?,~~~~-"'-~;::"~.~~o~-..,,~~~~ ... ~~··~~~·~---~--JICl!,- ---"'r~.,.~,......_,...,._ • .,..,.. .:"'"'?~::.11"-"":"'~~ 

-----· 
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,..,. __ ,_...~------------·---------~-·--------------------
17: ~WRJPTIOH 
--.--------..-~--------~------·---~--~~---~----~~~·~~----~ 

!g_ Good 
1--------

0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Ch;.ck One) 

di( Alter.d 0 Unoltered 

(ChvcJc Ont>) 

0 D<>tHiorotec! 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # •o ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexpo1ec! 

(Check One) 

0 Moved .. Original Site 

The present church sits on the site of an older 

church building. It is a frame structure with an A-roof 

and gable-end entrance porch. The windows on the sidewalls 

are pointed-arched, double-hung sash. The siding is 

weatherboard. 

Behind the church is a frame building that was once 

a school. It has a central double doorway and flanking 

windows. The sidewalls have three double-hung sash windows. 

Adjacent to the church is a cemetery. 
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fa. SIGNlflC.!.i,!~E 

PERIOD (Check One or />f~e •• .A.pproprlete) 

_olumbion 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

LJ 15th Century 0 17th C•ntury 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OA.TE(S) (If Appllcable '!n<! Known) 1 91 l 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• .A.pproprlete) 

Abor i11inol 0 Educoti on 0 Politico! 

0 Pr•hiatoric 0 Engineering 0 Reli11ion/Phi. 

0 Historic 0 Indus try losophy 

0 Agri culture 0 Invention 0 Sc:ience 

0 Architecture 0 Landsco::.e 0 Sculpture 

0 Aft Archi lecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literoture itorion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Con1ervation 0 Music 0 T ransportotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 

• 20th Century 

0 Urban P lonnin11 

0 Other (Specify) 

' 
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f' 'MA ~. JOR 81BLIOGRAPHl-CAL REFEREl-KfS .. ' -- _,,___ ---
. 

' ~ - : ' 

F10. CEOORAPHICAL DATA .. 
,.,-~ ·' l ' 

.. 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATIT'JDE AND LONG! ruoc COOROIN,i.TES ·~ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE Ll.TITUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute1 Seconds Degrees Minutes SecOAds 
NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
<..w 0 . 0 . 

APPRO.XIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMIN4TED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

l 

----
!LIST 4LL STATES 4NO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUN04RIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

ST4TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

fll. FC'RM PREPARED SY 
·.· .. 

. 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Chris top her Owens, Park Historian 
ORG4NI Z4 TION I 04lE7 

:M-NCPPC June 74 

STREET 4NO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgi a Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Si 1 v·e r Spring Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State D Local 0 

Signature 
. 
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P.G. #87A-10 
St. Thomas Methodist Church 
18810 Aquasco Road, Brandywine, Md. 
Priv/Unocc/Cemetery/Fair 

1911 

St. Thomas Church is a simple frame gable-roofed 
structure, three bays long with pointed arch windows. 
Entrance is through a vestibule with pointed-arch 
door at the west gable end. At the southwest corner is a 
cornerstone indicating construction in 1911. There is a 
graveyard to the north of the church, and to the northwest 
is a three-bay frame social hall. 

In 1867, George E. Orme, a local merchant and land-
owner, deeded one acre of his land to eight Black trustees 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for the establishment 
of a church and school for local Blacks. The small church 
building was soon constructed and became an important 
center for the local Black population. The school was 
opened under the supervision of the Freedmen's Bureau, and 
by 1870, Annie Thompson, a young Black teacher from New York, 
conducted classes in the original church building. In 1911, 
under the leadership of Reverend Coates, the present church 
was built just west of the original building, and the older 
building, by then deteriorating, was torn down. Newer 
schools in the Baden, Westwood, Aquasco areas were by then 
serving the local Black students. The 1911 church structure 
continued in use for approximately sixty years; ca. 1970 the 
dwindling St. Thomas congregation merged with that of 
John Wesley Methodist Church in Aquasco, and the combined 
congregation is known as Christ United Methodist Church. 
The old St. Thomas Church stands vacant and deteriorating, 
but it is significant as the site of one of the early post­
Civil War Black churches established in Prince George 1 s County. 



SUtvey No. P. G. 87:A"-10 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 1704 964 708 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~es no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic St. Thomas Methodist Episcopal Cburch 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 18810 Aquasco Road __ not for publication 

city, town Brandywine 
Baden 

_vicinity of congressional district 4 

state Md., 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
_:_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_llprivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
ll_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
Lno 

P. G. 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Trustees of St. Thomas Methodist Episcopal Church 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse liber 2741 

street & number Main Street folio 277 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title P. G. C. Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal __ state L county _local 

depository for survey records History Di vision M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state Md. , 20737 



7. Description Survey No. P.G.#87A-10 

Condition 
- _ excellent 

_good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
_· deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

-

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The present church stands near the site of an earlier 
church, built shortly afte~ 1867. It is a simple frame 
gable roofed structure, 3 bays long with pointed-arch 
windows. Entrance is through a vestibule with pointed­
arch door at the west gable end. The siding is weather­
board. The roof is tin, and has a brick chimney between 

:-:·~ .. ,-the first and second ba1s of the south slope. At the 
south west corne~ foundation is the cornerstone indicating 
construction in 1911. 

At the rear of the church is a wider addition, covered 
with German siding, and with an exterior cinderblock 
chimney. 

A short distance northwest of the church building stands a 
3-bay gable-roofed frame social hall. 



..... 

8. Significance 
--------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Survey No.P.G.#87A-10 

Period 
_prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1f 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below -X 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
~-- agriculture _ economics __ literature _ sculpture 
__ architecture _ education _ military x_ social/ 
__ art _ engineering __ music humanitarian 

... __ commerce - exploration/settlement -- philosophy -- theater .;;,, 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention _ other {specify) 

1 911 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

In September, 1867, George E. Orme, a locally-known 
merchant, landowner, and justice of the peace, deeded one 
acre of his land to eight black trustees for the use of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for a free school. 
Within the next few years, the church was constructed, and 
served as a focal point for the Black community in the 
Baden-Brandywine area. The school was opened under the 
supervision of the Freedmen's Bureau, and by 1870, Annie 
Thompson, a young ~lack teacher from New York, conducted 
classes in the,original church building. 

In 1911, under the leadership of the Reverend Coates, 
a new church was built just west of the original church, 
and the older building, by then deteriorating, was torn 
down. By this time, school was no longer held in the 
church building, but in other schoolhouses which had been 
constructed for local Black students. 

The 1911 St. Thomas Church building, now vacant, is 
skirted on north and east by the graveyard. Directly 
northeast of the church stands a somewhat more recent 
social hall. In recent years (circa 1970) the dwindling 
St. Thomas congregation merged with that of John Wesley 
United Methodist Church in Aquasco, and this newly formed 
congregation meets at the John Wesley church building, 
now called Christ United Methodist Church. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey Nop. G. #B 7 A-lO 

P.G. Co. Deeds: FS #5:106; #2741:271 
P.G. Co. Census, 1870; interview with Rev. P. Woolridge (Christ 
U.M. Church), and with Amy Hawkins. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---------
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
- :: -: i ~ l . - ~. 'r. 

A LLl IL-.1.-1 ...l.-1 -i..1 .............. 1 I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .._I !~__.._.. ...... 
E L..i_J ._I _._I ~---­
G l.J..J L--1 ..L...I ~ ........ ..J...J 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl; Historic Sites Research Coordinator 

organization History Di vision M-NCPPC date October 1982 

street & number 4811 Riverdale Road telephone 779...:.2011 

city or town Riverdale state Md. , 20737 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially.created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



-
BUSINESS NOTICE 

.;· 

. ~. 

2S 



-

.., ... 

0-S 
ATION CE ~TER 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

,-
I 

I --t-----

MAP 174- PI 

o-s 
MARGARETE.BROOKS 

1114- 325 
47.00 A 

P.82 

11._EJ,.EN A. J~ON~E..._,,S'-----

2005/178 
14.00A 

FORESTVILLE ASPHALT CO. 
6259/438 

36.34A. 

P.89 

s 2909"'-' 

\ 
.I ---------

. V' . 
..,.-...-\\ ~JOHNA.FLEWELLING, JR}: 

\ 
~ 5871/753 
\ 45. 73A \'-1_ P.27 

I 

EDNA M • 
WILSON 

', P.30 

-
/ 



40' 
•2111 

,----.:: 

., 

o~. 

,J 
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P . G. #87A-10 

St . Thomas Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, Md . 
Susan G. Pearl 
October 1982 
Cornerstone, Southwest Corner 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis, Md . 





P . G. #87A-10 

St . Thomas Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
May 1983 
Northwest 3/4 Elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md . 





St . Thomas Methodist Episcopal Church ~?.1-1u 
Aquasco , Pr:ince George ' s Co. , MD PG~ 9 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD 
Southeast elevation 
1/81 





St . Thomas Methcxiist Episcopal Church 8711-/o 
Aquasco , Prince George ' s Co- , MD PG~9 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical I'rust , Annapolis , MD 
South e l evation 
1/81 





P . G. #87A-10 

St . Thomas Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
October 1982 
Southwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





NAME Sr. Ttlrr/>1"'8 C/l<at,11 ~fl? ,4. "/o 

LOCATION f-1- 581 /}Qtt!JSI!&, M 
FACADE NW 

PHOTO TAKEN lo/11/7<f /11/)Wie£ 


