PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #87B8-20 Building Date: ca. 1870

Building Name: P. A. Bowen Farmstead

Location: 15701 Dr. Bowen Road, Aquasco, Maryland 20608

Private/Residence/Occupied/ExceTlent/Inaccessib]e

Description:

The P. A. Bowen farmstead is located at the highest point on the farm
property on the outskirts of Aquasco in the southeastern tip of Prince
George's County. It consists of a handsome mid-nineteenth century dwelling
house and a group of functional outbuildings. The house is a two-and-one-
story frame gable-roofed building, with three-bay main block, and one-bay
south wing, as well as several later additions. Decorative elements include
bracketed boxed cornice, and a one-story wrap-around porch which has cham-
fered posts with ornate brackets and pendants. The outbuildings include
smoke house, milk barn, corncrib, shed and storage buildings and tobacco
barns.

Significance:

The P. A. Bowen farm is located on a tract known as "Purchase", first
patented by Thomas Truman in 1665. By the middle of the nineteenth century,
484 acres of "Purchase" and adjoining "Buttington" were owned and farmed by
George A. M. Turner; at that time, the farm consisted of at Teast a dwelling
house, tobacco shed, stable, meathouse (smoke house), and grist mill, and
was sometimes known as "Aquasco Mill Farm". Turner died in 1861, leaving
four minor orphan children. Philander A. Bowen and C. C. Magruder were the
administrators of Turner's estate, and also the guardians of the Turner
children. Bowen and Magruder petitioned the Prince George's County Court of
Equity to order sale of Turner's real estate to pay his debts, so that his
personal estate could be saved for the children; thus in 1862, 477-1/4 acres
of "Purchase" and "Buttington" were sold to P. A. Bowen himself. He tore
down Turner's dwelling and built the present house, moving his family in
shortly after 1870. During the Bowens' residence, the farm was a self-
sufficient community, including brick stable, ice house, meathouse, tobacco
barns and corncrib situated near the dwelling house, as well as tenant dwel-
lings and other functional buildings. Members of the Bowen family remained
on the farm until 1927; in 1970, 17.8 acres including the house and most of
the outbuildings, were sold to Stephen and Barbara Sonnett, the present
owners. The farm, now known as Maplewood, is no longer a self-sufficient
farm community, but the handsome dwelling house and extensive outbuildings
constitute an excellent physical representation of a mid-nineteenth century
farmstead, and a prominent landmark on the road west of Aquasco.

Acreage: 17.8 acres




Survey No. PG #87B-20

. .
Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 1705315504

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic P.A. Bowen Farm

and/or common Maplewood Farm

2. Location

street & number 15701 Dr. Bowen Rd., (Maryland Route 233) — not for publication
city, town Aquasco, Maryland — vicinity of congressional district 4
state Maryland county Prince George's County
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—__district —_ public _X_occupied X __ agriculture _____museum
x building(s) X private —___unoccupied —___ commercial ____park
——— structure ___both —_work in progress _ educational _X__ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
-— object —_in process —___yes: restricted — government ____scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —_ industrial ____ transportation
_X not applicable _X no ___ military ___other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Stephen and Barbara Sonnett

street & number 15701 Dr. Bowen Rd., telephone no.:

city, town Aquasco state and zip code Md. 20608

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P,G. Co. Courthouse liber 3865
street & number Main Street folio 31
city, town Upper Marlboro, state Md.

6. Representation in Existing #istorical surveys

tite P.G. Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 ___federal ___state X county ___local

)pository for survey records  History Division, M-NCPPC

Riverdale, state Md.

city, town




7. Description _ Survey No. PG #87B-20

Condition Check one Check one

X__excellent ___ deteriorated ___ unaltered __X original site

___good ___ ruins X __ altered ___moved date of move
__ fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Summary Description - The P.A. Bowen farmstead is located at the highest
point on the farm property on the outskirts of Aquasco in the southeastern
tip of Prince George's County. It consists of a handsome mid-nineteenth
century dwelling house and a group of functional outbuildings. The house
is a two-and-one-half story frame gable-roofed building, with three-bay
main block, and one-bay south wing, as well as several later additions.
Decorative elements include a bracketed boxed cornice, and a one-story
wrap-around porch which has chamfered posts with ornate brackets and
pendants. The outbuildings include a smokehouse, milk barn, corn crib,
shed and storage buildings, and tobacco barns.

General Description - The P.A. Bowen farmstead is located on the outskirts
of Aquasco (Woodville) in the southeastern tip of Prince George's County.
It is on the south side of Dr. Bowen Road, approximately one-half mile east
of County Line Creek. The house is a frame gable-roofed building, with the
principal facade facing east. This east facade consists of a three-bay
two-and-one-half story main block with a one-bay two-story attached south
wing. Entrance is in the first bay of the main block through a panelled
double door with two-pane transom and four-pane sidelights. There is a
one-story porch across the east facade which wraps around (and is screened
on) the north gable end. The porch has chamfered posts, ornate brackets
and pendants, and jig-sawn tracery, a pattern reflected in the bracketing
of the boxed cornice. There are two dormers with bracketed raking cornices
on the east slope of the roof of this main block. Windows on the first
floor of the main block are 4/6 floor-to-ceiling double hung sashes. All
windows have shutters. There are two interior chimneys with corbelled caps
at the north gable end, and one interior chimney on the east slope of the
south gable end of the main block.

The one-bay south wing consists of a single room, with an enclosed
one-story east porch. This wing also has a bracketed boxed cornice, and
its gabled roof line is masked by a parapeted false front. There is an
interior chimney at the ridge of its south gable end.

There is a two-story, two-bay gable-roofed west wing attached to the
rear of the house, recently extended by a one-bay gable-roofed one-and-one-
half story addition. Another new one-room one-story addition fills the
corner formed by the main block and the west wing.



8. Significance Survey No. PG #87B-20

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture _____religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —_ science
- 1500-1599 __x_ agricuiture _____economics —_literature —_sculpture
—_1600-1699 _X architecture ___ education — military — social/
—1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian
—X--1800-1899 ____ commerce ____ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —_ theater
— 1900~ ____ communications —_ industry —__ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention __X_other (specity)
local history
Specific dates -, 1870 § later Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B __C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

Significance - The P.A. Bowen farmstead is a fine example of a handsome

mid-nineteenth century farmhouse with a complex of functional outbuildings.
The farmstead is a prominent landmark on the road west of Aquasco, and the
house, although it incorporates several twentieth century additions,
retains some fine decorative detail on both the exterior and interior.

Together, the whole complex serves to represent a typical prosperous mid-
nineteenth farmstead.

History and Support - The P. A. Bowen farm is located on a tract known as

"Purchase”, first patented by Thomas Truman, in 1665, in Calvert County.
After 1696, it was on the westmost edge of the southeast tip of the newly
created Prince George's County. At the end of the eighteenth century a
grist mill was built on County Line Creek, located on a tract called
“Buttington" which adjoined "Purchase" on that tract's northwest corner.
During the nineteenth century, parts of the two tracts together came to be
known as "Aquasco Mill Farm."T '

By the middle of the nineteenth century, 484 acres of Buttington and
Purchase were owned and farmed by George A. M. Turner. At that time, the
farm consisted of at least a dwelling house, tobacco shed, stable, meat-
house, and grist mill. Turner died in 1861 leaving four minor orphan
children; Philander A. Bowen and Caleb Clarke Magruder were the administra-
tors of Turner's estate and also the guardians of the four Turner children.
Turner had been much in debt at the time of his death; accordingly, Bowen
and Magruder petitioned the Prince George's County Court of Equity to order
the sale of his real estate in order to pay his debts, so that his personal
estate could be saved for the children. The Court so decreed, and thus the
Turner farm (477-1/2 acres of Buttington and Purchase) was sold in 1862 to
P.A. Bowen himself. Bowen's deed was not executed until 1869, and he did
not move his family into the farm until after 1870; before moving onto the
property, according to his gEandson, Bowen tore down the Turner dwelling
and built the present house.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #387B-20

P.G. Co.Deeds #3865:31; 2768:109; 1725:199; 575:352; 294:194; 158:226; 79:508,
HB#2:161,134; P.G. Equity #352; P.G. Will WTD #5:450.
Interview with Dr. Harry L. Bowen (Sherman). Interview with owners (Maloney).

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __17 8 acres (?)
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References {o NOT complete UTM references
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

_ Susan Pearl, Historian; David Maloney and Susan Sherman, graduate students
name/titte G, W.U, Beth Fayard, intern; Gail Rothrack, Planner

organization Historic Preservation Commission date Ajgust 1984
street & number c/0 Co. Planning, MNCPPC telephone 95p_3521
city ortown Upper Marlboro state  Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



P.G.#87B-20

#7 (continued)

In plan, the main block consists of stairhall and front and back
parlors. The main entrance leads into a wide stairhall; the handsome
formal staircase has a heavy carved newel post with bulls-eye detail, and
similarly carved balusters. Individual entrances lead (north) from the
stairhall into the front parlor (living room) and rear parlor (dining
room). Centered in the north wall of each parlor is a heavy stone mantel,
painted white with keystone decoration. Between the two parlors are tall
panelled double doors which retract into the dividing wall. There are
pedestal chair-rails throughout. Ceilings are nearly 12 feet high. A door
from the other side of the stairhall leads into the south wing which now
serves as a library. The west wing contains a butler's pantry which has
been remodeled into a kitchen. The (new) family room which fills the
southwest corner is accessible from both stairhall and dining room.

Other notable features in the house are the carved wooden mantels in
the three second floor bedrooms, and a large (4 foot diameter) cistern in
the loft above the northwest bedroom. A metal plaque indicates that this
cistern was manufactured by the Baltimore Cooperage Tank and Tower
Builders, Baltimore, Maryland (no date).

The P.A. Bowen house sits atop the highest point on the property. The
house faces the road and a gravel driveway ends in a circle in front of the
house. North and west of the main house is a group of outbuildings,
including a smokehouse, a milk barn, a corncrib, shed and storage build-
ings, and tobacco barns.

The smokehouse (24' x 12'10") is directly west of the main house.
There is a window in the gable end that faces the house. The floor is con-
crete, the tiebeams are half-lapped over the plate, and the rafters sit
directly on the plate. A small servants' house was built on the west end
in 1939.

The milk barn has a gambrel roof and a cement floor and dates from the
early twentieth century. A silo was added to the rear by Dr. W. S. Bowen.
The milk barn lies west of the main house and faces east toward the house
and toward the center of the open farm yard.

The corncrib is parallel to the milk barn and is of traditional posts
mortised and pegged into plate and sill construction. Also, use of plank
false plate supporting the rafters has been made. It is believed that the
hand hewn timbers were reused from an earlier structure on the farm.

The shed and storage building lie approximately ten degrees northwest
and southwest, respectively, of the main house. The shed is directly
southeast of the milk barn and is a three-sided wooden structure that faces
south, The storage building is northeast of the milk barn and faces north.
It rests on metal cylinders and has a gambrel roof.




P.G.#87B-20

#7 (continued)

One of the tobacco barns, located approximately forty-five degrees
northwest of the main house, has been converted into a horse barn. The
other barn lies closer to the road, north of the horse barn, and is rented
for hanging tobacco. This one rests on concrete blocks and has rafters
that rest on a false plate. Its doors have traditional strap hinges and
the barn has ventilating louvers and an enlargement on the south side, as
evidenced by the asymmetrical gable roof.

There is a horse track west of the horse barn; several other outbuild-
ings and landmarks, including a dog pen north of the house, make up the
farmstead complex.




P.G.#87B-20

8 (Continued)

During the Bowens' residence, the farm was a self-sufficient com-
munity, including brick stable, ice house, meathouse, tobacco barns and
corncrib situated near the dwelling house, as well as tenant dwellings and
other functional buildings. Tobacco was the principal crop, but corn and
wheat were also grown. Pigs provided the principal source of meat, as well
as chicken, fisg and oysters; dairy cattle provided all the milk necessary
for family use.

P. A. Bowen and his wife, Rachel Morton Bowen, had seven children. In
1913 they transferred the 477-1/4 acre farm to their second son,
Dr. William Sinclair Bowen; he in 1920 deeded it to his sister Margaret and
her husband, J. Frank Parran. In 1927, the Parrans sold 228 acres of the
farm, including the present dwelling and farmstead. From 1927 to 1970,
this farm was owned by the Craycroft and Elljott families; in 1970, 17.8
acres including the house and most of the outbuildings were sold to Stephen
and Barbara Sonnett, the present owners. The following year the Sonnetts
purchased an adjoining parcel which includes the remaining outbuildings and
open land to the west; the farm is now known as Map]ewood.4 The Sonnetts
have constructed several additions to the house. They have re-sided and
converted the old smoke house into a workshop, and converted the south
tobacco barn into a horse barn. Maplewood Farm is now the full-time
country residence of a professional family; it is no longer a self-suffi-
cient farm community, but the handsome dwelling house and extensive out-
buildings constitute an excellent physical representation of a mid-nine-
teenth century farmstead.

Notes
1 Ppatents Liber #9:243; Federal Direct Tax, 1798, M #865 (MHR);

2 p.G. Equity #352; P.G. Co. Deed HB#2:134; interview with Dr. Harry lLee
Bowen, April 1984.

3 Interview with Dr. Harry Lee Bowen, April 1984.

4 p.a. County Deeds #79:508; #158:226; #294:194; #575:352; #1725:199;
#2768:109: #3865:31; #4025:94,
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Chain of Title

P.A. Bowen Farm
P.G. #87B-20

Liber 3865, Folio 31 - August 28, 1970

Grantor: Barbara Barger
Grantee: Stephen F. and Barbara B. Sonnett

- Being part of the same property described in Liber 2768-109
- Containing 17.8 acres

Liber 2768, Folio 109 - December 10, 1962

Grantor: Elliott B. Gose and Eleanor Paulding Gose (wife)
Grantee: Barbara Elliott Barger (granddaughter of Duncan Elliott)

- Being the same property described in Liber 1725-199
Containing 228 acres
Known as "Purchase" and "Buttington" or "Aquasco Mill Farm"

Liber 1725, Folio 199 - May 4, 1954

Grantor: J. Duncan Elliott
Grantee: Elliott B. Gose

- Being the same property described in Liber 575-352
- Containing 228 acres
- Known as "Purchase" and "Buttington" or "Aquasco Mill Farm"

Liber 575, Folio 352 - July 19, 1940

Grantor: Anna Lee Craycroft Lintner (widow), Grace Craycroft
Carney, and Robert B. Carney (husband)
Grantee: J. Duncan Elliott and Mary L. Elliott

- Being the same property described in Liber 294-194, and
including the property acquired by Anna Lee Craycroft
Lintner and Grace Craycroft Carney under the will of their
father Robert Lee Craycroft (WTD #5-450).

- Containing 228 acres

- Known as "“Purchase" and Buttington" or "Aquasco Mill Farm"

WTD #5:450, probated March 21, 1949

Testator: Robert Lee Craycroft
Devisees: Grace Craycroft Carney and Anna Lee Craycroft (Lintner),
daughters; all property (including 228-acre farm in Aquasco)




PG 378-00

-2-

Liber 294, Folio 194 - October 1, 1927

Grantor: J. Frank Parran and Margaret W. Parran
Grantee: Robert Lee Craycroft (of New York City)

- Being a portion of the land described in Liber 158-226
- Containing 228 acres
Known as "Purchase" and "Buttington" or "Aquasco Mill Farm"

Liber 158, Folio 226 - May 7, 1920

Grantor: ‘William Sinclair (or St. Clair) Bowen, Mary W. Bowen (wife), of
Washington, D.C., and Rachel E. Bowen

Grantee: J. Frank Parran and Margaret Bowen Parran (daughter of P.A.
Bowen)

Being the same property described in Liber 79-508
Consideration $10,000

- Containing 477-1/4 acres

- Known as "Purchase" and “Buttington”

Liber 79, Folio 508 - September 15, 1913

Grantor: Philander A. Bowen and Rachel E. Bowen
Grantee: William S. Bowen

Being the same property described in Liber HB2-134
Refers to boundary markers number 1 through 9
Containing 477-1/4 acres

Known as "Purchase" and "Buttington"

Liber HB2, Folio 161 - March 1, 1869

Grantor: Philander A. Bowen
Grantee: Rachel A.E. Bowen

- Being the same property described in Liber HB2-134

- Containing 477-1/4 acres

- Known as "Purchase" and "Buttington"

- "In consideration of the natural love and affect1on which
the said Philander A. Bowen bears unto his wife Rachel A.E.
Bowen and in further consideration of the sum of $10."

Liber HB2, Folio 134 - January 29, 1869

Grantor: Caleb C. Magruder, trustee for the estate of George A.M. Turner
Grantee: Philander A. Bowen

- Being 2 parcels ("Purchase" and "Buttington") sold to P.A.
Bowen, November 25, 1862; same property owned and resided on
by Goorge A.M. Turner at the time of his death.

- according to Equity #352




%1820

Equity #352 - February 1862

George A. M. Turner died intestate, August 1861, indebted, and leaving
4 minor children; C.C. Magruder and P.A. Bowen administrators and

guardians of Turner children; Court orders sale of Turner real estate
to pay debts; report of sale, November 26, 1862, by trustee Magruder,

to P.A. Bowen, of Purchase and Buttington.
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P.G.#87B-20
P.A. Bowen house
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1984

North elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen Farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984
House, parapet from southeast
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD
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P.G.#87B-20
P.A. Bowen house
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1984
East elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G.#87B-20
P.A.Bowen house
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984

North elevation
Neg: Md.Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farmstead
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1984
Milk barn from Southeast
Neg: Md.Hist.Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #87B-20

P.A. Bowen farm

Prince George's County, MD

Susan G. Pearl

July 1984

Mantel, 1st story, northeast parlor
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD
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P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984
Mantel, 2nd story northeast bedroom
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984
Mantel, 2nd story northwest bedroom
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984

Stair, first story
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984
Stair, second story
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD
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P.G.#87B-20
P.A.Bowen house
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
July 1984
East entrance
Neg: MD.Hist.Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G.#87B-20

P.A. Bowen house
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl

July 1984

East porch detail
Nea. Md.Hist.Trust.Annapolis. Md.






P.G. #87B-20
P.A. Bowen farm
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl

July 1984

Door, east elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD
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