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1. Name 

historic St. Mary's Rectory 

and or common St. Mary's Rectory 

2. Location 

street & number 16305 St. Mary's Church Road 

U~b ~~. 1D24-0J18 
Expir~s 10-31-87 

PC:f./B-82 
For NPS uae only 

received 

date entered 

N/A not for publication 

city, town Aquasco N /A vicinity of Fourth Congressional District 

state Maryland code 24 county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
_district 
_x_ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
..JL private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_In process 
_ being considered 

X not applicable 

St•tus 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
_x_·no 

4. Owner of Property 

name J. Paul Bright 

street & number 16305 St. Mary's Church Road 

city, town Aquasco ~vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse 

street & number Main Street 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 

code 033 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Maryland 20608 

Maryland 20772 

Maryland Historical Trust 
title Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? _ yes -X-- no 

elate 1981 _ federal -1l state _ county _ local 

cleposttory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 
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7. Description 

Condition 
__.x__ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
---X- altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 

PG:87B-8a 

_moved date .~ NJ fl.~--------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

eontriooting 
1 
T 

0 
u-
3 

lbn::ontrib..lting 
2 ruildiIJ35 

--U- sites 
0 structures 
Lr obje:ts 
2 'IUI'AL 

Number of previously listed National 
Register properties in::luded in this 
rcmination: 0 

Original and historic fun::tions 
arrl uses 

X residential 
-X- religious 

The old St. Mary's Re:tory is a gable roofed two-and-one-half-story frane 
dwelliIJJ of three-by-three bays, ruilt in 1849 arrl enlarged to twice its size 
in 1856. Its cornice treatnent, p::>rches and win<Dw surrooms display elenents 
of Italianate arrl Greek Revival styles. Its German sidiIJJ is covered with 
yellow-painted asbestos shingle. '!he l'nlse rests on a brick foondation and 
has an alnost square footprint, measurin:J twenty-nine by thirty-tw::> feet. 
'!here is a mid-1870s office adlition and a late 19th century kitchen wing on 
the sooth faccrle. The floorirg, capped base boardirg, bracketai open-strirg 
stair, falr-panel ooars, architrave ooar and wina:M surrooms and living room 
arrl bedroom mantels are all original fabric. The dinirg room mantel is a 
replacement of the 1840s-1850s period, salvaged from a l.ccal l'nlse. '!he 
buildirg is finished to the third story. There is a large gambrel roofai shai 
50.ltheast of the l'nlse, dating to 1982, set on the po.ired cement fourmtion of 
an earlier barn. Close to the barn is a b«:>-by-one-bay board-arrl-batten shai 
of mixed old and new tillbers, set on a p:iured cement :foondation too SIIBll for 
its width, datina to the early 20th century. Both out.b.lildiD35 are 
rx>n~ontriblting to the National Register mmination. 

For General Description, see Continuation Sheet No.l 
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The old St. Mary's Rectory is lcx::ated just south of and fronting on St. Mary's 
Church Road. St. Mary's Church is located a.wroxinately 1,000 feet to the 
west of the Old Rectory, fronting on Aquasco Road. The house is located on a 
flat lot, arrl is reached by a sh::>rt gravel drive that looi:s in front of the 
h::luse. 'I\t.o large naple trees and 3 cedars mark the est side of the driveway. 
There is a large h:>lly tree to the west of the h::>use, b.Jt the surroundill:J yard 
is largely open. 

The old Rectory is a three-by-three bays two-and-one-half-story dwelling with 
side passage cbuble pile plan. It is unusual in that the mrth gable serves 
as the prin:ipal facade, with a less el.al:X>rate entran:e in the mre usual side 
gable position on the west faccrle. 

The three bay mrth (ma.in) facade is a gable end, measuring thirty-t\"K> feet in 
len]th. Entran:e is in the third bay through a four panel cmr I the upper t\"K> 
panels having round arch heads. '!here are t\oK>-light sidelights a.l:x>ve wainscot 
panels arrl a three-light trans:>m. A tw::> in:h wood surround with a raised 
outer mlding an an inner bead en:loses the sidelights and transom. Shading 
the entran:e is a one-bay, gable roof porch havin:J a wide plain frieze arrl a 
l:x>xed overhanging crown mlded cornice sugX>rted on Italianate brackets and 
havin:J returns in the front gable. There is a rakin:J frieze barxl arrl a 
bracketed raking cornice. 'lhe cedar shake p:>rch roof is sugX>rted on square 
wood p:>sts with base blocks arrl capital noldin:J. Pilasters with the same base 
block and capital nolding mrk the point where the roof neets the wall 
surface. The wood floored porch is reached by t\oK> con:rete steps. 

The windl:Ms on the facade are large w::xxi franed dalble-hung-sash with 
six-over-six lights arrl louvered blue-painted wooden shutters held by "S" 
shaped iron Rx>ks and having the same narrow surround as that arouoo the 
entran:e cmr. Centered in the upper gable, at third level, is a Palla:lian 
windcM conposed of a round arch central dalble-hung-sash windcw of six-over­
six lights, flanked by t\oK> narrow three-light win:lows. There are narrow 
loovered shutters on the flanking win<b.ols. 

The cornice treatment on the b.Jilding is the same as that on the entran:e 
porch, that of a wide frieze ba.00 with Italianate brackets sUi;p:>rting the 
overban,;Jing crown BOlded cornice. The frieze barxl continues up the slope of 
the roof gable, and there are brackets beneath the raking cornice. '!here are 
cornice returns in the mrth (nain) gable em.. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 2 
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The h:luse is covered with yello.-:-painted asbestos shingle over the Gernan 
sidi11:3, which is visible beneath the rulkhead cellar entran::e. The foundation 
is cenent-parged brick. '!he roof is covered with w:x:xl cedar shakes, p.it on in 
1900. Prior to 1900 the rcof was asphalt shingle, covering an old wood 
shingle roof se.=ured with square-cut na.ils. 

The three bay west faccrle, twenty-nine feet in length, is als:::> a formal 
entran::e facade. It faces St. Mary's Cllurch across What is rx:M a \'OJded lot. 
EntrCU"X:e is in the n::>rth bay, through a d:x:.>r with two lower square panels and 
an ua;ier glass light, surnounted by a two-light transom and having a narrc:M 
wood surround. The first story is sheltered by a three-bay shed roof entran::e 
porch, the wood floor set on brick piers interspaced with w:x:xl lattice. The 
porch posts, frieze arrl cornice treatment are the same as that on the mrth 
entran::e porch. Wind:Ms on the se.=ond story are mt as long as those on the 
first level story. This size differerce is repeated on all elevations save 
for the rnrth (ma.in) elevation. 

The sooth gable end is oominated by two gable roof additions, one on the 
sootl"Mest arrl one on the s::x.itheast bays of the faccrle. 'IWJ center bays are 
visible on the min block, coRpOSed of 6/6 sash win<i:Ms on first thral<jl third 
levels. The two central bays are flanked by corbelled brick interior chinneys 
rising from the east and west slcpe of the roof. 'ftie bracketed, crCMn uolded 
cornice treatment is the same as that on the main faccrle. There is a rulkhecd 
cellar entran::e beneath the se=ond bay. 

The east facade of the min block is all rut dOOcured by three additions. 
Visible on the main block are the fir st am secom bays at secom level arrl 
the cornice a1:x>ve these two wind:Ms. The treat.Dent is the same as those 
details throogh::>llt the buildi11:3. 

'ftie additions on the east facade consist of a 1921 b«:>-story, one-bay shed roof 
addition on the mrtheast comer of the faccrle, which contains bathrooms on 
the first and second level. 1 A shed roof two-bay, one-story addition centered 
on the faccrle has an entran::e arrl a dJuble-hlIJ3-sash win:X:w of six~er-six 
lights. '!he wi.n<Dw provides light into a dining :room alcove, and the entran::e 
is into an cdjoini1J3 pantry. A two-by-two-bay, a two-story gable roof 
addition at the southeast corner of the wilding is a late 19th century 
kitchen addition with a bedra:>m on the secom level. It :measures seven­
teen-by-fifteen feet and has an east entran:e sheltered by a two-bay, 
hipped-roof potch, rebuilt sir~e 1980 by the present CMners. 

The a&iitions on the sooth gable end in::lude the b«:>-story kitchen wing on the 
s::>utheast corner. There is an exterior stove chinney centered on its gable 
end, and a boxed cornice with kicks. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 3 

-·--- ---------
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Tne southwest corner of the facade has a one story, gable r<X>f two-by-one bay 
wirg measurirg fifteen-by-sixteen feet. There is an exterior brick stove 
chinney running up its south gable end. It has entrarx:e from the min block's 
west entrarx:e :p:>n:::h arrl through a d::x:>r on its east faca:le. This mid-1870s 
addition served as the rector's office, when the wilding was the St. Mary's 
Ra:tory. All additions on the buildirg have the same wall, r<X>f arrl wind::7N 
treatrent as the nein block. They have oo shutters, lx:wever, and there are 
wide l:x>ard win<Dw surrc:uOOs. All additions set on brick foundations. 

The interior of the old St. Mary's Rectory has a side hall-two _parlor plan. 
The hall is entere1 from toth the oorth arrl the west. The west entran:e 
allONs the traditional arrangement of entering at the head of the hall with 
the stairway og;osite arrl the parlors openirg to the right. The oorth 
entrarx:e, nore forIIBl in its features, enters the hall a:ross its width rather 
than its lergt:h. The n::>rth entran:e faces the west parlor, with the len:Jth of 
the hall and the stair to the left or east. 

The open strirg stair rises alorg the rnrth wall of the hall, crossirg the 
oortheast, first level windcM. '!he lONer p::>rtion of the window lights a 
closet beneath the stair. A stair larnirg crosses the east end of the hall. 
The stair turns 90' and there is a second run along the sooth wall, to the 
secorrl story. The stair continues to the finishEd third level. It has 
decorative bra:keted stair erd; and tapering turned balusters with an 
ex:: ta<j:>Ilal center section. The newel :p:>st is turned, has an ex:: tag:>nal center 
section and a ramd flat newel cap with a raised central b.lll 's eye. '!he 
spandrel has inset vertical rec targular panelirg. 

'!he ckx:>rs and windcMs throoghoot the interior have a two-step architrave 
surround. The wi.ncD\ttS have wide interior sills. The crors are fair panel, 
and sore are patched, mended or JIBde snaller to fit the ckx:>rways. Sone doors 
on toth first arXi secorrl levels have iron tox locks labeled "R arXi E Mfg. Co., 
Pat. May 186611 (probably Russell and Erwin Co.). Baseboards are approxiJIBtely 
ten irches wide, with cap mldirg. The second floor basel:x>ards were formerly 
wide, plain b:>ards: the cap rolding was added after 1900 by the present 
owners. There is cornice mldirg through:x.lt the first and second floor, which 
was added in 1981. An original plaster cornice nolding, remved because it 
was deteriorate1, was located in the west parlor only. It measured 
awroxinetely c:ne in:::h in width, and had a stylized vine and floral pattern. 
The flooring is original, of narrow, rut mt uniform widths. There are wooden 
door sills with an oval profile between each room. 

The east an:i west parlors are connected by large d:Jubl.e crors of foor vertical 
panels each. A hearth is set in the scuth wall of each _parlor. 'lhe nantel in 
the west parlor or livirg room is original. Re::tan:plar pilasters flank a 
11tudor" arch hearth q>eni.ng. M:>lding on the pilasters and the frieze was 
ad:ied sirce 1900. A ban:i of a.n:hitrave n:olding SUfPOrtS the mantel shelf. A 

See Continuation Sheet No. 4 
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six panel d:x>r in the southwest corner of the living room leads to the 
addition that servai as the re:::tor 's office. It is a plain rcnm with a high 
ceiling, plaster walls, a brCMil-painted wocrl floor and sinple architrave door 
am. windON surrounds. It has mt been rehabili tatErl at this time (August 
1986) and is used for storage. 

The east parlor or dining room nantel is a replacenent from the 1840s-50s 
period, salvaged from a muse in the Aquasco area. It is awroxine.tely five 
feet in height with a wide re:::tangular hearth opening flanked cy- tapering 
Ibric pillars on base blocks. The capitals SUHJC>rt scroll brackets which 
SlJRX)rt the mmtel shelf. The frieze is a wide banded area with a centered 
re::: tangular panel with a raised P.framidal design. The east wall of the dinirg 
room has an al.cove lighted cy- a da.lble4umg-sash wincbi of six~ver-six 
lights, with a plain board surroond. There is also a fair-panel d:.:XJr leading 
to a pantry with an exterior exit. The sa.itheast corner of the room has a 
d:.:XJr of six h:>rizontal panels leading to the kitchen wirg. 

The kitchen has a wide plain board surramds aroond the doors and wincbis. 
There is a wide baseboard. A six-panel d:.:XJr in the east wall leads to a 
two-bay east side p::>rch. The JX>rch is new, replacing in kind an old p::>rch 
which had deterioratai. 

The se:::ond level of the Re:::tory has a bathroom on the stair landing, arove the 
bathroom at the errl of the entra.n::e hall. The second story has a hall with 
corresponding bedrooms over the two parlors belcw. '!here is also a sna.11 
bednx>m at the west errl of the hall, alx>ve the front entra.n::e. IAle to repair 
work, this room had the plaster and lath renoved so that the structural 
nembers were exp::>sed. All were hard hewn. There was a corner JX>st with 
diac;pnal braces and wall studs. 'lhe corner }:X)St consists of a large squared 
timber from which one corner had been reJIOVErl to create a square corner. The 
cross braces fit into slots in the corner ,EX)St. '!be studs fit into nortises 
in the upper sill. Large square~ut nails with m heads mld the strocture 
together. 

Both east and west bedroons on the SECOnd floor have fireplaces with identical 
mantels on the south wall prdlably datirg to the 1856 remvation of the lDuse. 
The 11BI1tels have a plain surramd, alnost flush with the wall, a square hearth 
openirg am azchitrave noldirg sug:ortirg the mantel shelf. A £cur-panel OOC>r 
oorth of the fireplace leads to an original closet. A corresponding d:.:XJr in 
the east bedroom leads to a bedroom in the kitchen wirg. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 5 
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The finished third story has a srrall rall lighted !:¥ the IDrth Palladian 
window, aOO. one S)Uth-fa:::iIJ3 room. The cbor arrl wincb.-1 surroorxls are wide 
plain toards with an inner bead. A lo.v, four panel dcx:>r leads to the south 
room. The west wall of the hall was IOC>Ved back in the early 1900s, making the 
snall room behind it into a closet. A rrodern folding cbor a=ross from the 
stair leads to the closet. 

The flat yard to the rear of the ra::tory contains the renains of a brick 
fourrlation fur an outbuildiIJ3. A one-story "back buildiIJ3" of twenty-two !:¥ 
thirteen feet was spa:: i fied in the 1849 agreenent to wild the ra::tory. 'ftle 
fourrlation could date to this period. A stable for the use of St. Mary's 
Church and Ra::tory on:e stood west of the h::use, just east of the present 
clun:::h hall. Both the stable site aOO. the site of the "back tuildiIJ3" coold 
yield archeological inforuetion on the history of the Church and Ra::tory. a 
two-story gambrel roof shed to the S)Utheast of the rouse was built in 1982 on 
the p:x.ired cenent foondation of an earlier barn. A two-by-one bay l:oard­
aOO.-batten shed of mixerl old aOO. nore recent timbers is set on a paverl cement 
foondation too suell for its width. '!he shed and foondation date to the early 
20th century. 
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8. Significance PG:87B-8a 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
___ prehistoric 
- 1400--1499 

____ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
__ archeology-historic conservation 

landscape architecture _ religion 
law ___ science 

- 1 500--1599 
- 1600--1699 
- 1700--1799 
__!_ 1800--1899 
__x__ 1900--

__ agriculture _ _ _ economics literature _ __ sculpture 
_X __ architecture ___ education military __ social: 
___ art 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

_ engineering ___ music 
___ explorationisettlement _ philosophy 
____ industry __ politicsgovernment 
__ invention 

humanitarian 
_theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1849, 1856 Builder:~ Jeremiah Townshend, builder 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The old St. Mary's Rectory is significant for its architecture and for its 
associaticn with the history of St. Paul's Parish arrl the comnunity of 
.Aquasco. 'lhe Rectory is an e~ellent exanple of a vernacular ~elling with 
Greek Revival and Italianate stylistic elements. The flo:::>r plan exenplifies a 
style typical of the dwellings of su::cessful l.anci:Mners and :uerchants in the 
mid-19th century in Pri~e 

1 
Ga::>rge 's County. Few such well preservai exanples 

of this ln.lse type rem.in. Constructed in 1849, specifications and the cost 
of the blildi03 are mtoo in the St. Paul's vestry minutes for that date. The 
dwelling ~ repaired and enlarged in 1856, probably assuming its present 
appeararce at that time. Original Greek Revival style elements i~lude the 
front gable entran:::::e facade, cram IIDlded returned cornice, porch detail, 
interior stair detail, d:x>r an:i wind:lw surro.JOOs and parlor mantel. Italianate 
elenents ~lude the heavy bracketing of the exterior cornice and the 
prominent nx.url an:h wirrl:M in the mrth (min) gable errl. Rehabilitatoo l:7;t 
its present aimers, the Rectory contains a significant aDDlllt of original 
fabric ard is little changoo from its mid-19th century appearan:::::e. It is 
lcx::ated in Iquasco, one of three remining exanples of a well-preserved 
agricultural comm..mity in Pri~e Ge:>rge's camty. Aquasco rea:::hai its height 
in the 19th c~ury, and is the lcx::ation of a nuni:>er of large 19th century 
planters h:mes. The -Rectory was stylishly blilt, .~haps because of its 
lcx::ation in the thrivi03 village and because of the affluerx:e of its vestry 
and sone C?f the neubers of _St. Paul's Parish. . Its setting en a rural lane 
close to the Episcopal chapel, is well preserved. Details of ·its constru::: tion 
history are well dcx:umented ~ the St. Paul's Vestry records. 'lhe old Rectory 
served St. Paul's Parish t:hralgh 1977 when it was s::>ld as a private residen::e. 

1A£ter rerx>vation in 1856, the Rectory had a side passage, <Duble pile plan. 
Extant exanples of this h::>use type in Prirx:e Ge:>rge • s camty irx:lme: ca. 
1840s: P.G. t70-17, Buena Vista, in Glerm Dale: 77-5, Solit'OOe Farm, q:-per 
Marllx>ro: 84-20, Bellevue, Acokeek: 87B-8a: from ca. 1850s: 82A-13, Wcridstcx:k, 
Ug>er' M3rllx>ro: 86A-5 West End Farm, Cro:::>m: 87B-5, Jcim E. Turner Halse, 
Aquasco: fiom ca. 1860s: t77-ll, Ncxlrse House, Upper Marllx>ro: ia5A-10, John 
w. Q:>ffren House, Croom: and from the early 1870s, t79-l 7, Trelawn, q:-per 
Marllx>ro. Of the above, t77-ll, Ncxlrse Ibuse am t77-5, Solituie, are s::> 
altered their original lines are mt easily distin<pished. 182A-13, 
W:x>dstcck I t84-20, Bellevue, am t87B-5, John E. Turner House have exterior 
chimeys. t79-17, Trelawn, and B&L-5, West &Xi Farm have significant 
additiais, chan3iIJ3 their original plan. #70-17, Buena Vista, is errlargered 
due to potential devel.cp:uent on its site. 

2See National Register Nomination for AquaEDJ District, available at the 
Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 6 
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The old st. nary's Re:::tory was constructed in 1849 by Jeremiah To.vnshend 
listed in t.he ~850 U.S. Census as a farmer living in the Piscataway District 
of t.he county. The cost of t.he original dwelling spe:::ified as two stories, 
30-by-16 feet, was $800. The buildinJ was to be lcx::ata:l in Bcrlen, near the 
ca. 1733 St. Paul's Olurch but was placed in Woodville (present-day Aquasco) 
instead. 4 A lot in VbJdville was cbnated by wealthy vestrymrn and Wcx:x1ville 
resident, George M::>rton. The ca. s1848 St. Mary's Chapel, a mission cha.pel for 
St. Paul's Parish, stcx::ld nearby. Jeremiah To.vnshend wgs paid an extra $20 
for ha.uling t.he wocd. frame for t.he dwelling to Woodville. 

Aquasco (Woodville) is significant in Prin:e Georpe's County as a well­
preserved sout.hem Maryland agricultural coIIllil.lility. It reached its height 
durinJ the 19th century, servinJ as a to.m center for surramdirg tcbacco 
farms. The village is charccterized by a con:entration of 19th century 
farmsteads and finely ai;:p::>inta:l 19th century dwellirgs clustera:i alorg Aquasco 
Road (Maryland Ra.lte 381) and t.he roads entering it, for a distan:e of 
awroximately one mile. The village retains its surramdirg op:m space and 
agricultural, rural character, as well as a significant anount of 19th century 
buildirg stock. Aquasco (Wcodville) was the l'ome of three of the wealthier 

3vestry Minutes for St. Paul's Parish, 1816-1846, March 1849. Available at 
Maryland State An:: hives, #18969; and United States Census, 1850, Prin:e 
George's Cl:xlnty, 5th District. 

4vestry Minutes, April 30, 1849. 

5r.ana Records of Prin:e George's Chmty, JBB 7:185. 

6vestry Minutes, July 19, 1849 

7croom and Piscataway are the only other co:muunities in the county that 
conti11Je to display s:>me elements of their 19th century agricultural village 
form and charccter. Piscataway was established in the 18th century as a small 
tc:t>acco p::>rt. Croom farmed in the mid and late 19th century and has a 
primarily late 19th and early 20th century wilding stcx::k. Of the three, 
Aquasco has the :o:ost rn.nnerous arrl well-preserved stcx::k of buildirgs from the 
second and third quarters of the 19th century. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.1 
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nembers of the eight meJiber St. Paul's vestry. 8 This may explain the location 
of a parish mission chapel as well as the St. Paul's Ra:tory in Aquasco, when 
the St. Paul's Parish Church was located approximately 5 miles rorth, in 
Bcrlen. The vestry minutes detail nuch discussion of whether to locate the new 
Roctory in &I.den or in Wcx::>dville. W:xxlville was finally deened the "nost 
advantageous location. 119 

In 1856, during the re:::torship of John Hamilton Chew, alterations and repairs 
at a cost of $800 were mcrle to the building. When the \'tOrk was conplete:l it 
was stated that the Parsonage was nore than cb.Jbled in size. 10 It probably 
assuma:l its present plan arrl appearan::!e at that time. The Ra: tor's study, the 
one story addition at the scuthwest corner of the b.Jilding, was Ifi.de during 
the 1873-1876 re:::torship of Dr. John c. Tennent, at a cost of $300. 

The Ra:tory was constru:te:l to serve St. Paul's Parish, which was established 
in 1692, one f't 30 parishes authorized by the Proviocial Asserrbly of Maryland 
at that tine. The Parish was served by two 18th century brick churches (P.G. 
#fbA-7 and P.G. #86B-14), which are still in use tcrlay. It was serve:l by 
native Prin:e Ge'.:>rgian, 'lb:>mas John Claggett, (1743-1816), w]j be:::ane the 
first Episcopal Bishop to be conse:::rated in the United States. The Parish, 
its corgregation and its ruildings are well dcx:umented, as original minutes of 

8nistrict Name Ckx:upati.cn Real .Estate ValJE 

Aquasco W. R. Barker Planter $34,000 
Aquasco George M:::>rton Planter $13,000 
Aquasco John L. Turner Planter $15,000 
lt>ttingham 'Itx>mas N. Baden Planter $ 7,500 
Nottingham John T. Eversfield Planter $24,000 
Nottingham William N. Ibrsett Farner $ 7,125 
Nottingham Josei;:h H. 'l\lrner Planter $15,000 
Nottingham R:Dert J. Young Planter $11,000 

from St. Paul's Parish Vestry Minutes, and 1850 U.S. Census, Prioce Ge'.:>rge's 
Co..mty, .Aquasco and Nottingham Districts. 

9Re:::tory Minutes, J\.llle 7, 1849. 

lOlbi.d. May 12, 1856. 

lllbi.d. August 9, 1873. 

12National Register Nomination, St. Paul• s Orurch, Baden. 

13lbi.d. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.2 
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the vestry exist from 1733 and registers of births, rrarriages and l:::urials from 
1831. 

The old St. Mary's Ra::::tory is an excellent exanple of a local adaptation of 
Greek Revival and Italianate styles. Few ell preservErl exanples of this h:>use 
type renain in Prin::e Goorge 's county. The l:::uilding was hlilt specifically as 
a rectory an:1 its history is intertwinErl with the activities of St. Paul's 
Parish, through sale of the dwelling to private cwners in 1977. The 
const~tion history of the buildil'l3 is well ~umentErl through church 
re=ords. Its setting, close to St. Mary's Cllapel, is un:hanged, adding to the 
Rectory's integrity. The Ra::::tory is a conponent of a groupil'l3 of 19th century 
ruildings in .Aquasco Which are the visual renains of a 19th century 
agricultural conmunity. 
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GEOGRAPHIICA DATA: 

Boundary Justification: 

The St. Mary's Church and Rectory were built on a four acre parcel 
donated by a member of the congregation, the deed dated 1850. In 1868 twelve 
acres were added to the church's holdings. The five acre parcel the Rectory 
is now situated on includes a part of the original land donation and a part 
of the later twelve acre addition. The surrounding acreage preserves the Rectory's 
view and connection with St. Mary's Church, adding to its integrity. The foundation 
of an outbuilding south of the house and that of a stable to the west of the 
house are important to include within the National Register bounds, as they may 
yield archeological information on the Rectory and life in 19th century Aquasco. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
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Quadrangle name Benedict, MD Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UT M References 

A~ '31419!9141ol l412'711l9p10! 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~'---­
E Li._J ~' ~----­
G Lt.J _I ------

Verbal boundary description and justification 

ew 
Zone 

D LJj 
F LJ.j 

H LU 

See Continuation Sheets Numbers 10.1 and 10.2 

I I I I I I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I I 
I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/ A code county code 

state code county code 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnHlcance of this property within the state Is: 

_ national __ state _!_ local 
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P.G. #87B-8a 

Aquasco, Prince George~s County, MD 
April 1986 
Marina King 
Southwest bedroom 
Neg : MD Historical Tr ust, Annapol i s, MD 
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Old St. Mary's Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George's County MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Third story hall 
Neg: MD Histori cal Trust, Annapolis , MD 
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Old St. Mary's Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George's County, MD 
Marina Ki ng 
April 1986 
Non-contributing outbuildings 
Southeast of house 
Neg: MD Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD 
l'f/;f 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince Geor ge ' s County, MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
West elevati on 
Neg : MD Hist . Trust , Annapolis, MD 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco , Prince George ' s County , MD 
Mar ina King 
April 1986 
North elevation 
Neg : MD !list . Trust , Armapolis, MD 
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Old St . ~1ary 's Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George's Cotmty , MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
East elevation 
Neg: MD Hist . Trust , Armapolis, MD 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco , Prince George's County, MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
South elevation 
Neg: f\ID Hist. Trust , Armapolis, MD 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco , Prince George ' s Cotmty , MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
2nd f l oor , northwest room , 

exposed corner post and studs 
Neg : MD Hist. Trust , Annapolis , MD 
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Ol d St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George ' s Colll1ty , MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Kitchen 
Neg : MD Hist . Trust, Annapolis , MD 
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Old St . Mary's Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George's County, MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Hall , looking west 
Neg: MD Hist . Trust, Annapolis , MD 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George ' s Coi.mty , l\ID 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Hall, looking east 
Neg: MD Hist . Trust, Arulapolis, MD 
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Old St . Mary ' s Rectory 
Aquasco, Prince George ' s County, MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Dining room and west parlor 
Neg: MD Hist . Trust, Armapolis, MD 
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Old St . Mary's Rectory 
Aquasco , Prince George's County, MD 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Newel post and stair 
Neg : MD Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Old St. Mary's Rectory 
Aquasco , Prince George ' s County , 

ND 
Marina King 
April 1986 
Dining room mantel 
Neg: MD Hist. Trust, Annapolis , MD 





• 

P.G. #87 B-8 
St. Mary's Rectory 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
April 1985 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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St. Mary's Rectory 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Marina King 
April 1985 
East elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 1848 

Building Name: St. Mary's Rectory 

Location: 16305 St. Mary's Church Road, Aguasco 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The old rectory of Saint Mary's Church is now a private residence. It 
is on a town lot south of St. Mary's Church Road. The house is a large 
two-and-one-half story gable roof frame structure with a rectangular plan 
to which additions have been made. It is covered with wood shingle siding 
and rests on a cement foundation. The three bay north (entrance) facade is 
in a gable end, with entrance in the third bay through a four panel door. 
The second story has three 6/6 windows with louvered shutters. A small 
Palladian window with louvered shutters is centered in the gable peak. The 
bracketed eaves have a wide frieze and crown molded cornice. The roof is 
wood shingled. The entrance is sheltered by a one bay gable roof entrance 
porch with a crown molded bracketed cornice, cornice returns and a wide 
frieze, forming a pedimented gable. Pilasters flank the entranceway. 
The west facade faces the church and was original the main facade. It is 
three bays with entrance in the first bay. There is a l story shed roof 

--.. porch across the facade. The south gable end has two large corbelled brick 
chimneys flanking the gable ridge. There are two additions on this facade. 
Both have parged brick foundations, wood shingle siding, 6/6 windows and 
wood shingle roofs. Two bays of the main structure separate the two 
additions. The east facade of the old rectory is five bays. It is a 
complex facade due to three separate additions. All additions have simple 
boxed cornices with crown molding, wood shingle roof and rest on cement 
block foundations. The interior of the old rectory has much original 
detail including crown molded cornices, wide baseboards and a wood mantel 
with an elliptic- arch opening flanked by pilasters. 

Sigificance: 

The St. Mary's Rectory building is a large, handsome ca. 1848 Federal­
style structure. It is significant for its architectural style, its asso­
ciation with the nearby St. Mary's Episcopal Church, and its contributing 
status in the proposed Aquasco Historic District. The church and rectory 
were built upon four acres donated to the parish by George and Ellen H. 
Morton in 1850. Both buildings were already constructed by that date. 
The Vestry of St. Paul's Parish sold the Rectory and five acres of property 
in 1978. It has been restored and is a now private residence. The Rectory 
is a fine example of a vernacular adaptation of the Georgian or Federal 
style. Stylistic details include its pedimented entrance porch, pedimented 
gable end with Palladian window and bracketed projecting cornice. 

Acreage: .99 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic St Mary's Rectory 

and/or common St Mary 1 5 Rectpry 

2. Location 

street & number 16305 St. Mary's Church Road 

city, town Aquas co 

state Md 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_____!__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

-- _object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Survey No. 87 B-8 a 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 4 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name J. Paul Bright 

street&number 10635 St. Mary's Church Road telephone no.: 

city, town Aquasco state and zip code MD 20608 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber 5426 

street & number Main Street folio 528 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 
MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
~isteric £ites aRd Districts Pla~ 

date July 1981 _federal _ state ___!_county _ local 

..eposltory for survey records History Division M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state 
MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
iexcellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _2L altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. f& 87 B-8 a 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The old rectory of Saint Mary's Church is now a private residence. It 
is situated on a town lot, directly south of St. Mary's Church Road. The 
church is west of the house, just visible across a wooded lot. The house 
is a large two-and-one-half story gable roof frame structure with a 
rectangular plan to which additions have been made. It is covered with 
wood shingle siding and rests on a cement foundation. 

The three bay north (entrance) facade is in a gable end, with entrance 
in the third bay through a four panel door. The upper panels of the door 
are round-arched. There is a three light transom and two light side-
1 ights. The second story has three 6/6 double hung sash windows with 
louvered shutters. There is a small Palladian window with louvered 
shutters centered in the gable peak. The bracketed overhanging eaves have 
a wide frieze and crown molded cornice. 

The entrance is sheltered by a one bay gable roof entrance porch with 
a crown molded bracketed cornice. There are cornice returns and a wide 
frieze, forming a pedimented gable end. The porch roof rests on four sided 
columns surmounted by plain moulded capitals. Two pilasters flank the 
entranceway. The porch roof is covered with wood shingles, as is the roof 
of the house. 

The west facade faces Saint Mary's church and was probably the 
original entrance facade. It is three bays with entrance in the first bay. 
The second and third bays are 6/6 windows. There is a l story shed roof 
porch across the facade. 

The south gable end has two large corbelled brick chimneys flanking 
the gable ridge on the east and west slope of the roof. There are two 
additions on this facade. On the southwest corner is a one story, one bay 
gable roof addition with an exterior brick stove-pipe chimney on its south 
gable end. On the southeast corner of the facade is a two story, two bay 
gable roof addition with an exterior brick stove-pipe chimney on its south 
gable end. Both additions have parged brick foundations, wood shingle 
siding, 6/6 windows and wood shingle roofs. Two bays of the main structure 
separate the two additions. One of these bays includes a bulkhead celler 
entrance. 

The east facade of the old rectory is five bays. It is a complex 
facade due to three separate additions. The first two bays are in the two 
story southeast addition. It has a two bay porch with a shallow hip roof. 
There is a one story, two bay addition across the center of the facade and 
a two story, one bay addition on the north east corner of the facade. All 
additions have simple boxed cornices with crown molding, wood shingle roof 
and rest on cement block foundations. 



8. . Significance Survey No. PG- 87 B-8 a 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_L religion 
_ arGheology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

.-- - 1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _literature _sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
-X- 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _x_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1848 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state local 

. ?I 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The St. Mary's Rectory building is a large, handsome ca. 1848 Federal­
style structure. It is significant for its architectural style, its asso­
ciation with the nearby St. Mary's Episcopal Church, and its contributing 
status in the proposed Aquasco Historic District. 

The church and rectory were built upon four acres donated to the 
parish by George and Ellen H. Morton in 1850. Both buildings were already 
constructed by that date.l The Vestry of St. Paul's Parish sold the 
Rectory and five acres of property in 1978.2 The Rectory has been 
restored and is a now private residence. 

The Rectory is a fine 
Georgian or Federal style. 
entrance porch, pedimented 
projecting cornice. 

Notes 

example of a vernacular adaptation of the 
Stylistic details include its pedimented 

gable end with Palladian window and bracketed 

Land Records of Prince George's County, JB 7:183, 1850. 

2 Ibid. 4965:812. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No ~87 B-8 a 

See Footnotes, #8 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 5 · 0 acres Tax map 180, parcel 128 
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#7. Continued 

The interior of the old rectory has much original detail including 
crown molded cornices, wide baseboards and a wood mantel with an elliptic­
arch opening flanked by pilasters. 
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COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 
St. Mary's Church Rectory 

LOCATION ·_. . . . 

I STREET ANC'.' NUMBER• 
Mary's Church Road 

~y OR TOWN: 
St. 

Aquas co 
STATE 

rOUN;~ince Maryland George's 
CLASSJFICAT!ON .... ·: · . .-: -:. : 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District • Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: I( Occupi•d Y•a: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure al: Private 0 In Prac•u 0 Unoccupied 0 R•strict•cl 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Consicler•cl 0 Preservation work 
0 UnrHtricted 

In progress .-(No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Approprl•le) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 T ronsportati an 0 Camm•nts 

0 Comm•rcial 0 Industrial .& Privat• RHidence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 R•ligious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

OWNER OF PROPERTY .. . ·.· ... ·_. . 

O'W'li"NER'S NAME: 

Vestry of St. Paul's (Baden) 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
lsTAT~~land I Baden 

l.OCATION OF LEGAI°'DESC-RIPTJON ... ·.· 
.. . -.:· , .. 

~· .: ··.· .. :···: 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEE05, ETC: 

Prince Georae' s Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I TTnner Marlboro Marv land 
Title Reference of CurrPni-. T'\oon {Bnnk & Pa. i) ! 

REPRE~ENU. !ION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ~ ... :·· ··.:__.:/,-. ,. 
TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: . 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROSr 

STREET ANO NUllil'aER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I 
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17. DESCRf?TION 
~---...,,-~~~.~~~~--~~~~-:-::-':-:-~~~....:...-~--~~~~~.-......_~ 

(Check Orte) 

0 o~-• )I( Good· 
!---------

0 Excellent 0 Fair 0 Froins 0 ·UnHpoHd 
CONDITION 

I 
(Check One) 

Jt Altered 0 Undi.red 
!-~----~-'-~~~·"---~ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •O ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(Check One) 

0 Moved .. Originol Sii. 

The house is a two story, square frame structure with 

a gabled, three bay main (north) facade. The door, with 

round-headed applied mouldings, has transom and sidelights. 

The bracketed cornice is returned into the gable end. The 

gab le has a round arched window flanked by lowe·r, narrow 

three light windows. The other windows are 6/6 double 

hung sash. The internal chimneys are at the south gable end. 

The east facade is also three bays; it was originally the 

main facade, with a doorway at the north end and two windows. 

Presently, the house is sheathed in asbestos siding. 
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ra. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Checlr One or More ae Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIF"IC DATEISI (lf Appl/cable andKno""1) 

AREAS OF" SICONIF"ICANCE (Checlr One or More ae Approprlete) 

Aboriginal 0 Educotion 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF" SICONIF"ICANCE 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

• 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Speclfr) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human· 

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 
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J . 'M!tJOR BISLIOGRAPHJ.CAL REFERENCES ·~. 
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r 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE ANO LONCilTUOE COORDINATES I LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOROINltTES ·-

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS.THA~ Tfi'.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De;rees Minu1ttl Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 .. . 

I 
- ·- .. - . .. ,.: .... : ..;,~· 

SE 0 . 0 . 
<.w 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE .ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage J.ustification: 
I 
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ru. FORM PREPARED BY .·:O.' 

NAME ANO Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
OR<OANI ZA TION 'DATE M-NCPPC 3 Jun 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE I Silver Spring Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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