
. . . 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMHARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey I (Laurel Hist . Dist . )oate 

Buildi'.'lg Name Avondale Mill (Crabos Mill) 

Location 21 Avondale Street , J1aur-.!l, Mnr.vlruid 

Open to Publ ic ~~ yes x no 

PG :LAU-4 

'J> •. »'. n e ~ 
' i { l°I f'~ I 

18L4-45 

·Av ondale ;;ri~>C mill, construcc..:d ot' rough , uncour[;.:d utone , 

is tt.!n oa.vs long and three 0·1.vs wide; it is three- and-one- half 

ntories high . 'L'he windows hnve grani. te lint .!lfl, and roughl,y 

work.::cl gr· mi ca quoins d ~corat 1~ the corncrt> or the bu1l<h.1w . L'he 

eaves of T;h<:.! gable roof are l'inisn !d wi ch a simpl~ oox:t.!d .Jornice . 

'Nie sou th ;~at>ie tm<i was the original l'ron t ot' t he uui.l<ung , ·ui th 

central door (at e:;raue level) on the seconu story ; a t.Hmtieth 

cm turv addition cov ~rs the fir!.> t s tor.v . 

I111urcl we:rn an ir portant mill co.vn in the mid- nin !tr> ·nth 

cen r.ur.v, its prominence enhanced ov i cs location on the railroad 

oetwcen Baltimore and Nashing ton , na r>,y the swiftnes.· ot' -.;he 

Patuxent l~iver nt this point • . \vmctal~ ,.hll is the :Only mill 

ntruct.ire Rurviving from J1nur!.!l 10 r11net;centh century i:muG~rial 

developm .mt . It was constru<:t. d in 1844-45 l'or the rnr1ut'n.::ture 

of fine cotton clovh, and wrw convcrt;ud co a grist mill ten 

y ~nro later . Iiurinc; t;he lEtst qunrt .:r ot' i;he nineteentn cencur.v , 

it wn' owned ov B. •1 • Crabbs, nnd catuc to he knm:n as 11 l!rah .in 

Mill ". 1'rom 1'115 to 1917 , the Southern l·:raoroider,y Comp:my used 

the mi 11 n.1 a 1 ace rac tory, and turned out chevrons fo1· •11irst 

World 'Vnr uni for:ns . Since 1961 J\vonda le Mill has oeen o:meli by 

the City of J,nurel , and the surrounu1ng riverfront ·ar~a has been 

used for outdoor recrea'tion programs . 
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IDNAME 
_HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Avondale Mill (pref erred) 

~LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 Avondale Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Laurel - VICINITY OF 

STATE CODE 

24 

rmJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_DISTRICT X.PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

.XBUILOING(S) _PRIVATE XuNoccuP1Eo 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X. YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

IJJOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mayor and City Council of Laurel 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Prince George's 
CODE 

033 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL -Xf'ARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

-~~-----~~-~~~~----~-------
STREET & NUMBER 

STATE 

Maryland 2oa10 Laurel _ v1c1N1TY oF 

Im) LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Land Records Di vision Prince George's County Clerk 
STREET & NUMBER 

Prince George's Cou~ty Courthouse (Copy of Deed Attached> 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Upper Marlboro Maryland 20870 

I] ~EPRESENTA TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TrTLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL ---STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DE POSIT ORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

--------------------- ------------- -CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X__oETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTEREci 

CHECK ONE 

l.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

_ The Avondale Mill is located CD the saith bank of the Pab.Jxent River at the end 
of llvondale street in the City of Laurel. '!be stone grist mill was b.Iilt in 1845; O«> 
s~-frarred additions have been added in the mid-20th centucy, rovering the sa.ith 
errl and part of the ~ side of the original mill. 

The stale mill sb:u~ measures apprarimately 46-1/2 feet by 95-1/2 feet. 
It is three stories high, ten bays long, and three bays wide with a gable roof. 'n1e 
ridge exterx1s appraximately north-south. The walls are uncoorsed rubble with raighly 
t«:>rked granite quoins. The windows have six-over-six light sash with granite lintels. 
The eaves are finished with a simple boxed oonri.ce. 

'!he gable end was the original front of the nd.11. The oentraJ. bay has a door at 
grade an the second level, and there is a windc:M in each flanking bay. There are three 
windows in the third story and a single window in the gable end in the attic. A canent 
rarrp bridges the change in elevation fran the grade to the front door. The first 
story of this facade is covered by a 20th centmy addition. 

'Ibis side is ten bays lOIKJ with a slx>rt expanse of blank wall at either end. 
There are ten ·.windows on the third floor and nine on the seoond. The four southenm:>st 
bays CD the secxnd floor have artificial six-over-six sash; the rest of the windcMs en 
the top two floors have double-lrung sash. In the sixth bay fran the sooth an the 
second floor is a narrow foor-panel door in an opening, with stone lintel, that is lower 
than the flanking windows. The threshold of the door rests en the lintel of the sixth 
bay below. The first floor has a plain 'WOOd door in the scut:henlrrost bay. The second, 
third, and foorth bays contain windows nt::M closed with concrete block. A garage 
door spans the fifth and sixth bays with cxncrete block ~, steel lintels, and 
brick inf ill ab::Jr.Te. 'I\rwo granite lintels still awear in the wall alx>ve the garage 
door, indicatin:J the fonner existence of wi.rrlows in the fifth and sixth bays. Four 
large louvered panels have replaced window sash, in the north four bays. 

IDRIH EN> OR RIVER ~E 

'!his eIX1 is three bays wide and is stone on the first two stories and brick above. 
The first floor has· louvered panels in each wiirlow opening; the east.el:most opening 
is only half as tall as the other two. These openings have granite lintels. '!he 
seoond floor has windows in the central and ~ bays. A nine-light windcM in the 
east bay fills the top c;>f a fanrer doorway , W.ch is filled in with stone below. 
All three windows have granite lintels. The third floor wall is brick, hlt the granite 
quoins at the comers are continued. The east bay contains a four-light windc:M in 
what was originally a larger opening; the space below the sash has been filled in with 
stale. ~ other two windows on this story have flat brick arches. '1bere is a single 
window in the gable. : 
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1'U.s side of the b1i ldin:J is also twelve bays l~. On the first floor all original 
windows have been renoved. The northemrrost six bays have louvered panels in place 
of the original windows. The fifth bay fran the scuth DCM saves as a door fran 
grade into the first floor. The foor sruthen'll'ost bays have been closed with roncrete 
block. The seca00 and third floors rontain the original six-over-six light, double-J:nDJ 
sash windows. 

INl'ERIOR 

t«:xxl beans eight feet on center, measuring 10 inches by 15 inches, span east-west 
to delineate. each bay. On the first sto:cy they are supi;:orted at mid-span by 
chamfered sq\Jare ~ oolmins with flat impost blocks. On the second sto:cy (the 
principal sto:cy accessible fran the front entrance in the south end) , tapered round 
~ oolurrru; of the Doric order SU:RX>rt the beams at mid-span. 
There are oo ool\mlS en the third sto:cy \<wi1ere the beams are the bottan chords of 
king post trusses. lbx1 planks three inches thick and 8 to 12 inches wide spanning 
the beams are finished cm· the underside in the second or principal story with randan
width beaded boards. Walls are plastered directly en the stme, and the splayed w.i.ndow 
jambs are finished with plaster, devoid of \\10Cd trim. The second sto:cy is divided 
into a central corridor and several snail roans by walls of 20th century sttX1 oonstruct
icn. Under the northem two bays of the first story is a subcellar nearly filled with 
water. Now" full with water, its functicn is not clear, tut it was prcl:Jably related to 
the original power system, quite likely the locaticn of turbines. It> milling machinery 
or power apparatus rana:ins. 

AOOITICR) 

The two additiais to the mill buil~, made in the 1930s, were cx:nstructed of 
timber and steel. Walls are :i1xlustrial metal-franed 'Windows. The additions were made 
withrut altering the fabric of the stone mill and CXlUld be reroved leaving the mill 
as it was. 
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-SCIENCE 
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_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Avondale Mill, on the bank of the Patuxent River in tne City of Laurel, 
was constructed in 1844-45. At that time it was provided with the machinery 
for the manufacture of fine cotton cloth, running 1500 spindles. It was 
converted to a grist mill ten years later. 

Prince George's County has been throughout its history an agricultural 
rather than an industrial area. Most of the industrial activity was in the 
northeastern part of the County, that closest to Howard County, a well
known milling center. Laurel is located here, and in the mid-19th century 
it was a prosperous mill town with the largest population of any town in 
the County. 

The Avondale Mill is the only mill structure of its size and fabric 
remaining in the Laurel vicinity. It is a link to the economic history of 
the City and a substantial structure capable of adaptive use. The Mayor, 
City Council, Greater Laurel Jaycees, and the Laurel Horizon Society are 
interested in and investigating the possibilities for restoration of the 
structure. 

"Avondale" has connections with the Snowden family of Laurel. The home 
of Nicholas Snowden, Jr., who was killed in the Civil War in 1862, was 
called "Avondale", it continued to stand west of the B & O tracks about 
opposite present day Montgomery Wards. In its later days, this home and 
its surrounding grounds was the Avondale Military Granunar School. The 
Snowden family owned much of the property and mills in early Laurel history. 

The 1861 and 187S maps of Laurel show George Wheeler as owner of the 
Avondale Mill property. The 1894 Illusrrated Laurel Directory contains a 
photograph of Avondale Mill with B.F. Crabbs, Owner and Proprietor. In the 
last quarter of the 19th century, it is referred to as "Crabbs Mill." B.F. 
Crabbs (1836-1906) is buried in Ivy Hill Cemetery. 

~he dam for the mill was located at the foot of Post Office Avenue. 
Gates could be cranked upward to permit the penned up water to rush from 
on7 side of the dam into a huge ditch or z:ace that - ran aownhill paralleling 
Main Street to the waterwheel of the mill. 

The Southern Embroidery Company used the mill as a lace factory ··from 
1915 to 1917 and, among other items, turned out chevrons to be used on the 
uniforms of non-conunissioned officers in World War I. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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In 1961 the City of Laurel purchased the mill and riverside property 
of approximately 17 acres. The City Department of Parks and Recreation 
used it for indoor programs and storage and a picnic and playground area, 
but was recently forced to vacate the building due to its structural 
instability. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Elizabeth Compton. Stuart Hurtt. Edwin Stretch Members of 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Laurel Horizon Society June 28. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P. O. Box 403 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Laurel Maryland 20810 

£fa STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE 
STATE HIS'IORIC PRESERVATIOO CFFirF-R 

DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBYCERTIFVTHATTHtS PROPERTY tStNCLUOED IN THENATtONAL REGISTER 

'- DATE 
KEEPER OF lltE NATIONAL REGISTER 

ATTEST; DATE 

OllEF OF REQSTRATIOH 

GPO 821•808 
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STATE OF MARYLAND - DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Ron Andrews 
Bill Pencek 
Charity Davidson 
Michael K. Day 

Mark R. Edwards MRt' 
Deputy Director,· DHCP 

Fire at Avondale Mill, 
Laurel 

DATE: December 19, 1991 

Early this morning, I received a telephone call from 
Mr. Marty Fleming, an official with the City of Laurel, 
regarding a major fire at the Avondale Mill. Apparently, a 
fire was lit by a homeless person last night, which caught 
the building on fire, damaging it extensively. The City's 
Building Department believes it is now a life-safety hazard, 
and has recommended immediate demolition. 

As the building is listed on the National Register, I 
told Mr. Fleming that we would ultimately need photographic 
documentation (I suggested both black and whites and slides) 
of the damage, as well as a letter outlining what actions 
were ultimately taken. At that point, we ought to move 
forward with official de-listing. 

If Mr. Fleming or any other official with the City 
call, I will let you know. 

I 
MRE:me 
cc: J. Rodney Little 

PS-29 
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Representative of Prince George's Coun
ty's early industry is the Avondale Mill, 
built in Laurel in 1845. It is the only one 
of Laurel's nineteenth-century mills to 
survive to this dav. Built for the manu
facture of cotton cloth, it became a grist 
mill ten years later, but was used as a 
lace factory for a few years early in this 
century. Today the Avondale Mill, owned 
by the city of Laurel, is part of a park. It 
is sometimes known as Crabbs Flour 
Mill for a nineteenth-century owner; 
B. F. Crabbs. The mill stands one block 
off Main Streeton the banks of the Patux
ent River-the source of its power. This 
photograph was taken by Robert H. 
Sadler; Jr. in the very early years of this 
century. Courtesy of Dr. Robert S. 
McCeney and John C. Brennan 
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