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Chain of Title 

Block E, Lot 31 
Deed 
52:168 Robinson White and wife to Reverend Joshua Barnes and Hattie C. Barnes 
May 27, 1909 

**No further trace of this property is found in the Prince George's County Deeds 
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Section 7. DESCRIPTION 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various 
elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY 

The World War II Monument is located in the Town of Fairmount Heights on a triangular parcel at the 
intersections of 59th Avenue (east) and 59th Place (west) . The monument faces south to 59th Avenue. It 
was erected in 1946 on Lot 31 of Block E of the Fairmount Heights subdivision, which was platted in 
1900. A concrete sidewalk with a high curb runs along the edge of the property along 59th Avenue and 
59th Place. There are minimal plantings on the parcel with one conifer tree in the northeast corner of 
the lot and a bush at the edge of 59th Place. The monument is setback approximately ten feet from the 
lot boundary, very similar to other lots on the street. A segmented, brick wall is located to the south of 
the monument. The wall has a stone inscribed with "Fairmount Heights Town Of." A flag pole is located 
to the north of the wall, between the wall and the monument. Historically the lot was heavily planted 
and enclosed by a chain link fence; however, the lot is no longer enclosed by a fence nor does it include 
extensive plantings or benches. 

DESCRIPTION 

The World War II Monument is a tall , narrow, four-sided, tapering obelisk which ends in a pyramid-like 
shape at the top. It is constructed of blocks of granite and sandstone, in random arrangement. The 
principal section of the monument is a slim pyramid, rising from a square base of ra ised granite with a 
base of rough-cut sandstone blocks. The base rests on a single wide course of granite; a similar course of 
granite forms a line of demarcation between the base and the pyramid, and two more courses form 
horizontal lines of decoration in the pyramid itself. 1 The monument is surmounted by a single block of 
granite in the form of a pyramid itself. The sandstone varies in size, shape, and shade. 

Originally, on each face of the square base was a projecting rectangular panel and on each panel was 
attached an inscribed copper plate (all plates are missing). Currently, each projection is clad with brick 
infil l. It was documented that on the south (principal) plate was inscribed:2 

" In honor of the men and women of Fairmount Heights who served in World War II" 

" Erected in November 1946 by the Monument Memorial Committee" 

1 Pearl, Susan G. "Maryland Inventory of Historic Places Form 72-009-29." State of Maryland, Maryland Historical Trust. 1991 
2 Pearl, Susan G. 
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The World War II Monument retains a moderate level of integrity of feeling, association, 
location, and setting. There is a loss of integrity of design, materials and workmanship due to 
removal of the monument's plaques and manicured park- like surroundings. 
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Section 8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative 
discussion of the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE 
Form - see manual.) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The World War II Monument is significant for its character, interest, and value as a part of the 
development, heritage, and cultural characteristics of the region, and as an example of the 
cultural, economic, social, and historic heritage of the County and its communities. 



CAPSULE SUMMARY 
PG:72-9-29 
Fairmount Heights World War II Monument (World War II Memorial) 
701 59th Avenue 
Fairmount Heights, Prince George's County, Maryland 
1946 
Public 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Monument was constructed in 1946 at 701 59th A venue in 

Fairmount Heights, Maryland. Established in the early twentieth century, Fairmount Heights is a 

working-class suburb that was planned intentionally for African American residents by white 

developers. Despite issues of segregation in the military at the time, many of Fairmount Heights ' 

young men served their country proudly during World War II. Their dedication and sacrifices were 

commemorated by the residents of Fairmount Heights in 1946 with the construction of this memorial. 

The names of each soldier who served and died in the war are inscribed on metal plaques that 

originally adorned the sides of the stone monument; the plaques have been removed for restoration. 

Although the Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial has temporarily lost its plaques, it retains 

sufficient integrity to convey its significance as a local memorial to an event indelible in the history of 

mankind. 

The World War II monument is approximately fifteen feet high. It is constructed of coursed blocks of 

gray granite and orange sandstone set in random arrangement. The principal section of the monument 

has a slim pyramidal shape, rising from a square stone plinth. The base rests on a single wide course of 

granite. A granite belt course forms a line of demarcation between the base and pyramidal cap; two 

additional courses form embellish the cap. Each face of the monument is marked by a projecting 

rectangular panel, which is approximately two feet high and one foot wide. These panels originally 

held copper plaques inscribed with the names of residents of Fairmount Heights who served and died 

in World War II. The plaques read, "In honor of the men and women of Fairmount Heights who 

served in World War II" and "Erected in November 1946 by the Monument Memorial Committee." 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Fairmount Heights World War II Monument (preferred) 

other World War II Memorial 

2. Location 
street and number 70 I 59th A venue 

city, town Fairmount Heights 

county Prince George's 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Fairmount Heights Mayor and Community Council 

street and number 717 60th Place, NE 

city, town Fairmount Heights state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. PG:72-9-29 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 

zip code 20743-1604 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber unrecorded folio unrecorded 

city, town Upper Marlboro tax map 65 / F2 tax parcel 31 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

tax ID number 18 2018554 

-~X- Other: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. Prince George's County Planning Department 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_X_object 

Ownership 
_X_public 
__ private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade _X_recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic __ social 
__ education __ transportation 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

2 
2 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

-~o __ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

n/a 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

_good 
.x__ fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. PG:72-9-29 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial is located 701 59th Avenue in Fairmount Heights, Maryland. 
This memorial consists of a monument and a brick sign. The grassy, level parcel features matures shrubs. The 
western boundary follows 59th A venue while the eastern boundary follows 59th Place. Concrete sidewalks 
deliniate the edges of the property along 59th A venue and 59th Place. The northern boundary extends along a 
metal chain-link fence. A stone walkway circles the monument, which is located at the northern end of the 
property. The large brick sign is set to the south of the monument. 

MONUMENT 

The World War II monument is approximately fifteen feet high. It is constructed of coursed blocks of gray 
granite and orange sandstone set in random arrangement. The principal section of the monument has a slim 
pyramidal shape, rising from a square stone plinth. The base rests on a single wide course of granite. A granite 
belt course forms a line of demarcation between the base and pyramidal cap; two additional courses form 
embellish the cap. 

Each face of the monument is marked by a projecting rectangular panel, which is approximately two feet high 
and one foot wide. These panels originally held copper plaques inscribed with the names of residents of 
Fairmount Heights who served and died in World War II. The plaques read, "In honor of the men and women of 
Fairmount Heights who served in World War II" and "Erected in November 1946 by the Monument Memorial 
Committee." Officials of the town are listed on the plaques as well. Their names include: Mr. and Mrs. Malkian 
Charity, Mayor James Campbell, and Doswell Brooks. The number and names of the soldiers from Fairmount 
Heights who served in World War II are unknown. 1 The plaques have been removed and the panels filled with 
brick. 

This masonry sign is constructed of seven-course, American-bond brick with no visible foundation 
aboveground. The sign, standing approximately five feet high, has a curved form with a corbeled base. A small 
concrete plaque rests on the top of sign. It reads, "Fairmount Heights, Town Of." 

INTEGRITY 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Monument maintains a moderate level of integrity of design, materials, 
and workmanship. According to local residents, the plaques have been removed from the monument for 
conservation and will be restored and replaced when funds become available. The monument maintains a high 
level of integrity of setting, feeling, location, and association with the Fairmount Heights community. This is a 
prominent local landmark and closely cared for by the citizens of Fairmount Heights. 
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The brick sign associated with the Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial maintains a moderate level of 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, location, and association with the Town of 
Fairmount Heights and the World War II Memorial. 

Overall, the Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial presents a high level of integrity. 

1 Thirteen men from Fairmount Heights are listed in the Maryland Military Men, 1917-1918 records . 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 

architecture 
X art 

commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1946 

Construction dates 1946 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. PG:72-9-29 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military X other: Local History 

Architect/Builder unknown 

____ Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial was constructed in 1946 at 701 59th Avenue in Fairmount 
Heights, Maryland. Established in the early twentieth century, Fairmount Heights is a working-class suburb that 
was planned intentionally for African American residents by white developers. Despite issues of segregation in 
the military at the time, many of Fairmount Heights' young men served their country proudly during World War 
II. Their dedication and sacrifices were commemorated by the residents of Fairmount Heights in 1946 with 
construction of this memorial. The names of each soldier who served and died in the war are inscribed on metal 
plaques that originally adorned the sides of the stone monument; the plaques have been removed for restoration. 
Although the Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial has temporarily lost its plaques, it retains sufficient 
integrity to convey its significance as a local memorial to an event indelible in the history of mankind. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Fairmount Heights is an early-twentieth-century African-American suburb located just outside the easternmost 
corner of the District of Columbia in Prince George ' s County. The community is roughly bounded by Sheriff 
Road, Balsamtree Drive, 62nd Place, and Eastern Avenue. In the late nineteenth century, the area that would 
become Fairmount Heights was the site of several small farms owned by the Wilson, Silence, Hoover, Brown, 
and Wiessner families. These farms were purchased and consolidated by land speculators in the first decades of 
the twentieth century. Fairmount Heights contains six subdivisions platted between 1900 and 1923 by different 
developers. The first was platted as Fairmount Heights in 1900 by Robinson White and Allen Clark, two white 
attorneys and developers from Washington, DC. The initial platting contained approximately 50 acres that were 
divided into lots typically measuring 25 by 125 feet. 2 

Robinson White and Allen Clark encouraged African Americans to settle in the area and the subdivision 
became one of the first planned communities for black families in the Washington, DC area. White and Clark 
sold the affordable lots making home ownership attainable for many black families. The earliest dwellings were 
modest-sized, wood-frame structures; however several substantial houses were also built by and for more 
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leading residents.3 Early on, the neighborhood was home to several prominent African Americans including 
William Sidney Pittman, a noted architect and son-in-law of Booker T. Washington. Pittman took an active 
interest in the development of his own neighborhood. He formed the Fairmount Heights Improvement 
Company, whose purpose was to construct a social center for the community. Pittman had Charity Hall 
constructed, which was used for social events, as a church, and as the community's first school. 4 

After several unsuccessful attempts to incorporate in the 1920s, the Town of Fairmount Heights was officially 
incorporated in 1935 with a mayor-council form of government. 5 The town included all six subdivisions platted 
between 1900 and 1923. By the end of the 1930s, the new town consisted of a brick schoolhouse, four churches, 
a fire department, print shop, and several restaurants and stores. 6 The community continued to grow in the mid
twentieth century and was largely developed by the 1980s. Today the community remains a predominantly 
African American suburb. 

FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS WORLD WAR II MONUMENT 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Monument is located north of the intersection of 59th Avenue, 59th Place, 
and Field Place. Property for the monument was donated to the Fairmount Heights Mayor and Community 
Council in 1943, presumably in anticipation of the memorial's dedication. This triangular-shaped parcel was 
platted in 1900, and by 1909 a small building was constructed. This single-family dwelling was the home of the 
Reverend Joshua Barnes, who held Methodist services in his house. Following the death of Reverend Barnes, 
Grace Methodist Church was constructed at 716 59th Avenue in Fairmount Heights. 7 Why Barnes' home was 
demolished is unknown. 

Despite issues of segregation in the armed forces at the time, many of Fairmount Heights' young men served 
their country proudly during World War II. Their dedication and sacrifices were commemorated by the 
residents of Fairmount Heights with this memorial, which was erected in 1946. The names of each soldier who 
served and died in the war are inscribed on metal plaques that originally adorned the sides of the stone 
monument; the plaques have been removed for restoration. 

The Fairmount Heights World War II Monument is similar in design and materials to the Seat Pleasant World 
War II Monument, which was placed c. 1946. This monument is sited north of the intersection of Addison Road 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Highway (MD 704). 

2 Susan G. Pearl , "Fairmount Heights: A History From its Beginnings (1900) to Incorporation (1935)" (Upper Marlboro, MD: M
NCPPC, 1991), 1. 
3 Susan G. Pearl , African-American Heritage Survey (Upper Marlboro: M-NCPPC, 1996), 64. 
4 George Denny, Jr. , Proud Past, Promising Future: Cities and Towns in Prince George's County, Maryland (Brentwood, MD: 
George D. Denny, Jr., 1997), 171-172. 
5 Denny, Proud Past, Promising Future, 174. 
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7 Susan G. Pearl , "World War II Monument," (PG: 72-9-29) Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory Form (1991), 
7:1. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. PG:72-9-29 

Pearl , Susan G. "World War II Monument" (PG: 72-9-29) Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory Form, 1991. 
Prince George's County Land Records. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

0.0836 
0.0836 
Washington East 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: _I :_2~4~00~0~----

The Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial is located in Fairmount Heights on a 0.0836-acre, triangular-shaped 
parcel. The western boundary follows 59t1' Avenue while the eastern boundary follows 59111 Place. The northern 
boundary extends along a metal chain-link fence. The Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial has been associated 
with Parcel 31 as noted on Tax Map 65/F2 since its construction in 1946. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul Weishar, Architectural Historian 

EHT Traceries, Inc. for M-NCPPC date February 2009 

1121 Fifth Street, NW telephone (202) 393-1199 

Washington state DC 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY LAND RECORDS 

Inventory No. PG:72-9-29 

Unrecorded Deed 
October 18, 1943 

Parcel donated to Fairmount Heights Mayor and Community Council. 
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Photo: Fairmount Heights World War II Memorial, looking northeast. (Marche 2008) 
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Photo: Fairmount Heights World War II Monument, view looking north. (March 2008) 
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Photo: Seat Pleasant World War II Monument, looking west. (March 2008) 
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Fairmount Heights World War II Monument, monument before restoration, view 
looking north 
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Fairmount Heights World War II Monument, monument after restoration, view 
looking west 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey#: P.G.# 72-9-29 Building Date: 1946 

Building Name: --'W'-'-=or=l=d_W..:..:..::ar=--=I=-1-=M=o=n=u=m=e=n=t"----------------

Location: Comer of 59th Avenue and 59th Place. Fairmount Heiehts. Md. 

Public/Park Monument/---/ Good I Accessible 

Description: 

The World War II Monument is a tall slim monument, constructed of blocks of 
gray granite and orange sandstone, in random arrangement. The principal section of the 
monument is a slim pyramid, rising from a square base of the same random stone 
construction. The base rests on a single wide course of granite; a similar course of 
granite forms a line of demarcation between the base and the pyramid, and two more 
courses form horizontal lines of decoration in the pyramid itself. The monument is 
surmounted by a single block of granite in the form of a pyramid itself. On each face of 
the square base is a projecting rectangular panel, and to each panel is attached an 
inscribed copper plate. 

The triangular lot has been made into a small park with shrubs and benches, 
enclosed by chain link fence. At the south entrance to this small park area is a curved 
section of brick wall which serves as an entryway to the park; centered in this wall is a 
concrete slab in which is inscribed 

Sienificance: 

"FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS 
TOWN OF". 

The World War II Monument is an important landmark in the community. It was 
erected in November 1946 to honor the citizens of Fairmount Heights who had served in 
the armed forces during World War II. It stands on the lot where, in 1909, had stood 
the dwelling of Reverend Joshua Barnes in which early Methodist services were held. 
After the death of Reverend Barnes, Grace Methodist Church was built at its present 
location a short distance northwest on 59th Avenue (Fairmount Avenue). The 
monument, together with the curved wall and grassy park area, serves as a handsome 
entryway into the town from Eastern A venue. Like the similar monument at one of the 
entrances to the town of Seat Pleasant, this World War II monument is a noticeable 
landmark in the town of Fairmount Heights. 

Acreage: 3,640 square feet 
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1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic W o r 1 d W a r I I Mon um e n t 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number corner of 59th Ave & 59th Place 

clty,town Fairmount Heights 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ bulldlng(s) 
___! structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ In process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_occupi~ 

_ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_K_no 

Survey No· PG# 7 2 - 9 - 2 9 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 5 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ Jndustrial 
_?i_ military 

__ museum 
~park 
__ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mayor & Council of Fairmount Heights 

street & number 7 1 7 6 0 t h P 1 a c e telephone no.: 

city, town F a i r mo u n t He i g ht s state and zip code MD 2 O 7 4 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pr i nee George's County Courthouse liber 

street & number 1 4 7 3 5 Ma i n S tr e e t folio 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No •p G # 7 2 - 9 - 2 1 

Condition 
-••cetlent 
_Lgood 

Check one 
_ detenomed _ unaltered 
_ruins 2 8lteNd 

C~kone 
_ original alte 
_ moved d8t• of move 

_fair _unexpoMd 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descri.ption of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The World War II Monument stands inside the comer of 59th Avenue and 
59th Place (originally Fairmount Avenue and Belmont Avenue). It was erected in 
1946 on Lot 31 of Block E of the Fairmount Heights subdivision, which was 
platted in 1900. 

This is a tall slim monument, constructed of blocks of gray granite and 
orange sandstone, in random arrangement. The principal section of the 
monument is a slim pyramid, rising from a square base of the same random stone 
construction. The base rests on a single wide course of granite; a similar course 
of granite forms a line of demarcation between the base and the pyramid, and two 
more courses form horizontal lines of decoration in the pyramid itself. The 
monument is surmounted by a single block of granite in the form of a pyramid 
itself. 

On each face of the square base is a projecting rectangular panel, and to 
each panel is attached an inscribed copper plate (the east plate is missing). On 
the south (principal) plate is inscribed 

"In honor of the men and women of 
Fairmount Heights who served in World 
War II" 

"Erected in November 1946 by the 
Monument Memorial Committee" 

Officials of the town are listed in this principal text; these names include 
Mr. and Mrs. Malkiah Charity, James Campbell, Mayor, and Doswell Brooks, 
member of Town Council. 

The triangular lot has been made into a small park with shrubs and 
benches, enclosed by chain link fence. At the south entrance to this small park 
area is a curved section of brick wall which serves as an entryway to the park; 
centered in this wall is a concrete slab in which is inscribed 

"FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS 
TOWN OF". 



8. Significance Survey No. ~,. _.., ~ _ :::i _ -: :::i 
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Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 
_15~1599 

-1~1699 
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-1~1899 
~1900-

_archeology-prehistoric ~community planning - landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _ conservation _ law - science 

· __ literature _ sculpture _agriculture -. economics 
_!___ architecture _ education --X.. mllltary - social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy - theater 
_ communications _ Industry - polities/government - transportatlor 

Specific dates 1 9 4 6 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ Invention - other (specify 

Builder/ Architect 

A _B _.kc _D 

A B - ·- C D _E _6F G 

national _state ~ocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The World War II Monument is an important landmark in the community. 
It was erected on a very visible lot in the Fairmount Heights subdivision. 

The Town of Fairmount Heights is located just outside the easternmost 
point of the District of Columbia in Prince George's County, Maryland; it is 
composed of a group of early twentieth-century subdivisions that form one of the 
earliest planned communities for blacks in the Washington, D. C., area. The 
community began with the Fairmount Heights subdivision in 1900, followed by 
five adjoining subdivisions, the last being Sylvan Vista platted in 1923. The Town 
was incorporated in 1935, and grew steadily through the years before World War 
II. 

The land which was to become Fairmount Heights consisted, during the 
late nineteenth century, principally of parts of the small farms of John H. Wilson, 
John and Caroline Silence, Samuel Hoover, Mosby Brown and John Wiessner, all 
clustered around the east corner of the District of Columbia. In the early years 
of the twentieth century, these farms were bought up and subdivided by land 
speculators, who then began to sell individual lots to black families, most of whom 
worked in the District of Columbia. 

The first section of Fairmount Heights was subdivided in 1900 by Robinson 
White and Allen Clark (both white men) out of parts of several small farms which 
they had purchased from the Wilson, Godfrey, Belt and Lee families. Robinson 
White was a lawyer and developer who resided in the District of Columbia; Allen 
C. Clark was a lawyer and manager of the Equitable Life Insurance Company of 
Washington, D. C. White and Clark had approximately fifty acres surveyed by 
County Surveyor Edward L. Latimer, and laid out in lots and streets radiating 
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from the northeast boundary of the District of Columbia. The deep, narrow lots 
were ·generally 25 by 125 feet; two of the streets were named for these first two 
developers. Sale of lots began almost immediately, and within a few years, 
dwellings were constructed and a community began to form. 

From the beginning, blacks were encouraged to buy lots and settle in the 
new community. White and Clark sold the lots at relatively low prices, making 
home ownership finally attainable for black families. Most of the earliest 
purchasers of lots worked for government agencies; many built their own houses, 
or relied on friends and family to help with construction. Many families were 
quick to seize the opportunity to move out of the city, determined to progress, by 
hard work and amid healthful surroundings, toward a better life. By the time of 
incorporation in 1935, Fairmount Heights was a growing and active community. 

The subject monument was erected in November 1946 to honor the citizens 
of Fairmount Heights who had served in the armed forces during World War II. 
It stands on the lot where, in 1909, had stood the dwelling of Reverend Joshua 
Barnes in which early Methodist services were held. After the death of Reverend 
Barnes, Grace Methodist Church was built at its present location a short distance 
northwest on 59th Avenue (Fairmount Avenue). 

The monument, together with the curved wall and grassy park area, serves 
as a handsome entryway into the town from Eastern A venue. Like the similar 
monument at one of the entrances to the town of Seat Pleasant, this World War 
II monument is a noticeable landmark in the town of Fairmount Heights. 
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