
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
PG:81B-11 
Providence Methodist Episcopal Church 
10610 Old Fort Road 
Fort Washington, Prince George's County, Maryland 
1903 
Private 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, now called the Providence Christian Community 

Service Center, at 10610 Old Fort Road in Fort Washington is an excellent example of an early-

twentieth-century Colonial Revival-style church. The modest one-story, three-bay main block was 

constructed in 1903 to serve a small congregation in rural Fort Washington. The building, expanded 

as the congregation did, and the building is now an established and familiar visual landmark along 

Old Fort Road that stands out for its architectural details. The building retains sufficient integrity to 

convey the characteristics for which it is significant. 

The one-story, three-bay Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, constructed in 1903, was 

designed in the Colonial Revival style. The church has an L-shaped plan, formed by the rectangular 

main block and multiple rear additions. Set on a parged concrete foundation, the wood-frame 

structure has been clad in vinyl siding. In 1985, the building was clad in asbestos shingles. The 

building has a front gable roof covered in fishscale asphalt shingles. The roof features a raked and 

boxed cornice with returns. A brick chimney with a corbelled cap is located on the exterior of the 

south (side) elevation. A one-bay, three-story pyramidal-roofed steeple projects from the central bay 

of the far;:ade (west elevation). A one-story, one-bay front-gabled portico shelters the main entry in 

the steeple. The portico is supported by wood posts. Fenestration consists of 919 windows with 

multi-light lunette transoms and ogee-molded wood surrounds. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Providence Methodist Episcopal Church (preferred) 

other Providence Christian Community Service Center (current) 

2. Location 
street and number 10610 Old Fort Road 

city, town Fort Washington 

county Prince George's County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Providence Methodist Church, Inc. 

street and number I 0610 Old Fort Road 

city, town Fort Washington state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. PG: 8 lB-1 I 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 

zip code 20744-263 1 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 4890 folio 237 

city, town Upper Marlboro tax map 123 tax parcel A tax ID number 05 0375063 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
----'-'X'-- Other: Marvland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Prince George's County Planning Department 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_ X_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_X_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense _X_religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 

2 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 

sites ----
-~-- structures 
____ objects 

3 Total ----

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

1 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

]Lgood 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. PG:8 IB- I I 

Prepare both a one-paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements 
as it exists today. 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, now called the Providence Christian Community Service 
Center, at 10610 Old Fort Road was constructed in 1903. The two-story, three-bay front-gabled structure 
is constructed of wood frame clad in vinyl siding. The church, with its pyramidal-roofed steeple, is a 
landmark in Fort Washington. The property, on the east side of Old Fort Road, includes a cemetery to 
the south. A concrete-block shed is located to the east, adjacent to the church. An I-beam constructed 
cross is located to the west of the church fa<;ade. A modem prefabricated shed (not surveyed) is located 
to the east. The entire site is enclosed with a chain-link fence . Located to the north, across a paved 
parking lot, is the Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, constructed in 1979. 

CHURCH (1) 

The one-story, three-bay Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, constructed in 1903, was designed in 
the Colonial Revival style. The church has an L-shaped plan, formed by the rectangular main block and 
multiple rear additions. Set on a parged concrete foundation, the wood-frame structure has been clad in 
vinyl siding. In 1985, the building was clad in asbestos shingles. The building has a front gable roof 
covered in fishscale asphalt shingles. The roof features a raked and boxed cornice with returns. A brick 
chimney with a corbelled cap is located on the exterior of the south (side) elevation. A one-bay, three
story pyramidal-roofed steeple projects from the central bay of the fa<;ade (west elevation). A one-story, 
one-bay front-gabled portico shelters the main entry in the steeple. The portico is supported by wood 
posts. Fenestration consists of 9/9 windows with multi-light lunette transoms and ogee-molded wood 
surrounds. 

The fa<;ade (west elevation) is symmetrically fenestrated. A double-leaf wood door with a multi-light 
lunette is located on the first story of the steeple. A single 9/9 window with a multi-light lunette transom 
is located on either side of the entry. A circular louvered vent is centrally placed on the second story of 
the steeple. Two segmental-arched louvered vents are positioned on the third story of every elevation of 
the steeple. 

Three 919 windows with multi-light segmental-arched transoms are symmetrically placed on the north 
and south (side) elevations of the main block. A one-story, one-bay shed-roofed addition is located at the 
intersection of the main block and chimney on the south (side) elevation. 
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A one-story front-gabled addition is located on the east (rear) elevation of the main block. The addition 
was constructed c. 1940 for Sunday school classrooms. 1 The wood-frame addition is clad in vinyl siding 
and the roof is covered in asphalt shingles. Fenestration on the south (side) elevation consists of three 
rectangular louvered vents. A single-leaf wood door is located on the north (side) elevation. The door 
has a front-gabled hood. 

A one-story, side-gabled addition is located on the east (rear) elevation of the front-gabled addition. The 
addition was constructed c. 1952.2 This addition is constructed of concrete blocks with vinyl siding in 
the gables. Fenestration on the south (side) elevation consists of two 6/6 windows with rowlock sills. A 
single-leaf metal door is located on the north (side) elevation. The door has a front-gabled hood. 

A one-story, front-gabled addition is located on the east (rear) elevation of the concrete-block addition. 
The addition was constructed c. 1952.3 The addition is constructed of concrete-block. A single-leaf 
paneled wood door with lights is placed off-center on the north (side) elevation. The interior of the 
church was not accessible at the time of the on-site survey. 

A one-story, two-bay concrete-block shed is located east of the Providence Methodist Episcopal 
Church' s rear additions. Based on the form and material, the shed was constructed c. 1960. It has a shed 
roof covered in asphalt shingles. Two double-leaf metal doors are placed on the fa9ade (north elevation). 
The interior of the shed was not accessible at the time of the on-site survey. 

CROSS 

A cross constructed of two I-beams is located to the west of the Providence Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Based on the form and material , the cross was constructed c. 1960. 

1 Marina King, "Providence Methodist Episcopal Church," (PG: 81A-l l) Maryland Historical Trust State Historic 
Sites Inventory Form ( 1985), 7: I. 
2 Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, "Providence 132 Years," 
http://pfwumc.homestead .com/Providencel 32Years.html (accessed July 31 , 2007). 
3 Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, " Providence 132 Years," 
http://pfwumc.homestead.com/Providence 132Years.html (accessed July 31 , 2007). 
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A cemetery with approximately 90 grave markers is located to the south of the Providence Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The tablet, slant and cross grave markers are arranged in rows. The oldest grave 
marker in the cemetery dates from 1905 and the most recent grave marker dates from 2001. The 
majority of the graves date from the mid-1930s to 1950s. 

CHURCH (2) 

The Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, located across a paved parking lot from 
the Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, was built in 1979 in three sections. The Colonial Revival
style structure features a church, church offices, and a school. The one-story, three-bay church at the 
west end of the complex is covered by a front gable roof and has a centrally located steeple on the 
fa9ade (south elevation). The roof is covered in asphalt shingles and features a raked cornice and 
denticulated frieze. The three-story steeple is covered by a hipped roof with a denticulated frieze. The 
steeple is capped by a belfry with Tuscan pilasters and louvered vents, which is topped by a cross. A 
one-story side gable bay projects from the northern portion of the east and west (side) elevations of the 
main block. Fenestration consists of a double-leaf paneled wood door with segmental-arched blind 
transom and 6/6 windows with multi-light segmental-arched transoms. The windows have splayed 
lintels and concrete lug sills. 

A one-story side gable hyphen connects the east (side) elevation of the church to a hipped roof structure 
that houses the church's offices. The one-story, four-bay structure is clad in brick veneer. The hipped 
roof is covered in asphalt shingles and features an ogee-molded frieze. An exterior-side chimney of 
brick construction is located on the east (side) elevation. Fenestration consists of 6/6 windows with 
square-edged surrounds. The windows have splayed lintels and soldier sills. 

A one-story, side gable hyphen connects the east (side) elevation of the church offices to a front gable 
structure, which houses a school. The one-story, three-bay structure is clad in brick veneer. The front 
gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles and features returns and a raked cornice. A one-story, one-bay 
front-gabled brick portico features segmental-arched entries. Fenestration consists of a double-leaf glass 
door with a metal frame and 12/12 metal-sash windows. The windows have splayed lintels and soldier 
sills. The interior of the church was not accessible at the time of the on-site survey. 
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The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church retains a moderate level of integrity. The design has been 
compromised by multiple rear additions, although these are not clearly visible from Old Fort Road. The 
installation of vinyl siding has compromised the materials of the main block of the church. The building, 
still utilized by the United Methodist congregation in Fort Washington, retains its integrity of 
workmanship, feeling, setting, location, and association. 

The cemetery retains a high level of integrity. The cemetery contains a variety of headstone designs, 
ranging from 1905-2001. Based on its location and setting, the cemetery retains its integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, association, workmanship, design, and materials. 

The shed and cross, associated with church (1) are non-contributing resources due to their c. 1960 
construction date. Church (2) is also a non-contributing resource due to its 1979 construction date. 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church and property retains a moderate level of integrity. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
.X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1903 

Inventory No. PG:81B- I I 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture .X religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

Construction dates 1903, c. 1940, c. 1952, c. 1960, 1979 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register ____ Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, now called the Providence Christian Community Service Center, 
at 10610 Old Fort Road in Fort Washington is an excellent example of an early-twentieth-century Colonial 
Revival-style church. The modest one-story, three-bay main block was constructed in 1903 to serve a small 
congregation in rural Fort Washington. The building, expanding as the congregation did, is an established and 
familiar visual landmark along Old Fort Road that stands out for its architectural details. The building retains 
sufficient integrity to convey the characteristics for which it is significant. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church is located southeast of downtown Fort Washington. The town of 
Fort Washington is named after Fort Washington, which was constructed c. 1814. The fort is an outstanding 
example of early-nineteenth-century costal defense. The high masonry walls, gun positions, dry moat, and 
drawbridge are indicative of military principles of construction during the nineteenth century. 4 After the Civil 
War, a small settlement developed around the fort. The semi-rural character of the town of Fort Washington did 
not change until the 1960s suburban growth of Washington, D.C. 

The first Providence Methodist Episcopal Church was located in the Piscataway District. 5 Around 1900, the 
congregation decided to move their church near the village of Friendly, on Old Fort Road.6 This area is now 
known as Fort Washington. Church trustees purchased 1.25-acres from Mary E. Sorrels in 1901. 7 The existing 
main block of the church was completed in 1903. The first addition to the church, constructed c. 1940, was for 

4 Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and Prince George's County Planning Department, Historic Sites and 
Districts Plan ( 1992), 52. 
5 G.M. Hopkins, Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington, Including the County of Prince George Maryland (Philadelphia: G.M. 
Hopkins, C.E., 1878). 
6 Marina King, "Providence Methodist Episcopal Church," (PG: 81 A-11) Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory 
Form (1985), 8: I. 
7 Mary E. Sorrels to Providence Methodist Episcopal Church Trustees, Prince George ' s County Land Records, 4:311. 
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the Sunday school. 8 By 1952, the congregation had outgrown their space again. More classrooms, a kitchen, and 
a fellowship hall were added to the rear of their current building.9 

The community continued to grow in the 1960s and by the 1970s rural Fort Washington had become part of 
suburban Washington, D.C. A new church, the Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, was 
completed in 1979; it was patterned after the Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg, Virginia. 10 

In 1998, the historic church and education rooms were completely restored and were reconsecrated as the 
Providence Christian Community Service Center. The building houses the Youth Center and two Fellowship 
halls for church members and community outreach ministries. On July 1, 2002, the historic Providence 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the new church became a "blended parish" under the Providence - Fort 
Washington United Methodist Church name. 11 

8 Marina King, "Providence Methodist Episcopal Church," (PG: 81 A-11) Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory 
Form (1985), 8: 1. 
9 Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, "Providence 132 Years," 
http://pfwumc.homestead.com/Providence 132Years.html (accessed July 31, 2007). 
10 Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, "Providence 132 Years," 
http://pfwumc.homestead.com/Providence l 32Y ears.html (accessed Ju Jy 3 I , 2007). 
11 Providence - Fort Washington United Methodist Church, "Providence 132 Years," 
http: //pfwumc.homestead.com/Providence 132Years.html (accessed Ju ly 3 I, 2007). 
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10. Geographical Data 

1.25 
1.25 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name A1111eostia PtSCATAW-A'f Quadrangle scale: _,__I =:2"'"'4"'""'0'"""0""'0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The Providence Methodist Episcopal Church is sited on a 1.25-acre lot. The lot is bounded on the west by Old Fort 
Road and mature trees to the north, east and south. The church has been historically associated with Parcel A as noted 
on Tax Map 123 since its construction. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Saleh Van Erem and Paul Weishar, Architectural Historians 

EHT Traceries, Incorporated date October 2007 

1121 5th Street NW telephone 202.393 .1199 

Washington state DC 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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Indenture HB 3:305 
March 12, 1870 

Deed 4:311 
June 21 , 1901 

Chain of Title 

Matilda Sansbury to William H. Townsend, Clagett Thorne, Willima W. 
Sansbury, William H. Martin, Alexadner Rennoe, Thomas R. Halley, 
William H. Adams, Trustees. ($20, 1.5 acres, to build a house of worship for the 
use of the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South) 

Mary E. and Columbus M. Sorrels to Samuel C. Thorne, S. E. Ward, G. W. 
Schaff, Charles C. Taylor, and George Thorne, the Trustees of Providence 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. (1.25 acres) 
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Photo: Providence Methodist Episcopal Church and Cross, view of the northwest comer, looking southeast. 
June 2007 
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Photo: Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, view of the fa9ade (west elevation), looking east. June 2007 
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Photo: Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, view of the south elevation, looking northwest. June 2007 
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Photo: Shed, view of the north elevation, looking south. June 2007 
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Photo: Cemetery, looking south. June 2007 
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Photo: Providence-Fort Washington United Methodist Church, view of the fas;ade (south elevation), looking 

north. June 2007 
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Photo: Providence-Fort Washington United Methodist Church, view of the south elevation, looking north. 
June 2007 
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10610 Old Fort Road 
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USGS Topographical Map Property I 
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Photographer: EHT Traceries 

Date: June 2007 

Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, view of fac;ade (west elevation), looking 
east 

Epson Premium Paper, Epson UltraChrome Pigmented Inks 
PG;81B-11_2007-06-11_02 

Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, view of fac;ade (south elevation), looking 
north 

Epson Premium Paper, Epson UltraChrome Pigmented Inks 











PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #81B-ll Building Date: 1903 

Building Name: Providence Methodist Church 

Location: 10610 Old Fort Road, Fort Washington, Maryland 20744 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Good/Restricted 
Description: 

The Providence United Methodist Church is situated east of Allentown Road. 
It is a one story gable roofed frame structure, roofed with diamond shaped 
asphalt shingle and sided with wood-grained white asbestos shingle, resting on 
a cement foundation. It is rectangular in plan with a number of additions to 
the east (rear) facade. It has a boxed cornice with cornice returns and wide 
overhanging eaves. The entrance facade is in the west gable end. Centered on 
the facade is a two two-story bell-tower with the church entrance on the first 
story. The entrance has double doors and a round arch fanlight. The door and 
fanlight have a wide, plain wood surround. Flanking the door are two large 9/9 
sash windows, with round- arch heads, radial muntins, and plain wood surrounds. 
The tower has a round louvred opening centered between the first and second 
story and an open bell- cote with double, round-arch openings at the second 
story level. The tower is surmounted by a boxed cornice with crown molding and 
a pyramidal roof with a cross at its appex. A cornerstone on the southwest 
corner reads "Providence M.E. Church". The north and south facades are three 
bays, marked by three windows identical to those on the entrance facade. The 
east (rear) gable end has had a number of additions to it. The additions 
approximately double the length of the 'church building. All are one story, 
painted white. The sanctuary is lit by the large windows, which have some 
stained glass lights. The interior window and door surrounds are banded, with 
bull 1 s eye corner blocks. There is a pressed tin coved ceiling. There are 
graves in a tree shaded area southwest of the church building. Grave dates 
range from 1905 to 1979. North of the church, across the parking lot, is a 
large modern brick church. 

Significance: 

The Providence Methodist-Episcopal Church was built on one and one half 
acres of land deeded to church Trustees by Matilda Sansbury in 1870. The 
church appears on the 1878 Hopkins Atlas, located on Old Fort Road. The 1871 
Handbook of the Baltimore Methodist Episcopal South Conference lists a Provi
dence Church on the County circuit. Around 1900 the congregation decided to 
move the church closer to Friendly, Maryland, near Allentown and Old Fort 
Roads. One and one quarter acres of land was deeded to church Trustees by Mary 
E. Sorrels in June 1901. The present church building was completed by December 
1903. The first addition was constructed in 1940. The property on which the 
earlier church stood was sold at this time and the cemetery enclosed with a 
fence. The cemetery is now overgrown. The one remaining gravestone is that of 
James E. Sansbury, dated 1871. 

Acreage: 1.5 acres 
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1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Providence Methodist Episcopal Church 

and/or common Providence Methodist Church 

2. Location 

street & number 10610 Old Fort Road 

city, town Fort Washington 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

-·_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-Lyes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. P.G. #818-11 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

5 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
-X- religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Providence Methodist Church 

street & number 10610 Old Fort Road telephone no.: 292 - 2523 

city, town Fort Washington, state and zip code MD. 20744 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber 4 

street & number Main Street folio 311 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Sites and Districts Plan for Prince George's County, Maryland 

date 1981 x _federal _state _county _local 

Jeposltory for survey records M-NCPPC History Division 

city, town Riverdale, state MD. 20737 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_X-good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ---X- altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. #818-11 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Providence United Methodist Church is situated directly east of 
Allentown Road. It is a one-story gable-roofed frame structure, roofed 
with diamond shaped asphalt shingle and sided with wood-grained white 
asbestos shingle, resting on a cement foundation. Originally rectangular 
in plan, it has had a number of additions to the east (rear) facade. The 
building has a boxed cornice with cornice returns in the east and west 
gable ends. There are wide overhanging eaves on the north and south 
facades. 

Entrance is into a two-story projecting bell tower, centered in the 
west gable end. The entrance has double doors of 2 panels each, with small 
cross-shaped windows centered in the upper panels and a round arch fanlight 
above the door. The door and fanlight have a wide, plain wood surround. 
Flanking the door, on the main block are two large 9/9 sash windows, having 
round-arch heads with radial muntins, and plain wood sills and surrounds. 
The bell-tower has a round louvred opening centered between the first and 
second story levels. The second story level of the tower has an open 
bell-cote with double, round-arch openings facing south, west and north. 
The tower is surmounted by a boxed cornice with crown molding and a 
pyramidal roof with a cross at its apex. A cornerstone on the south corner 
of the west facade reads "Providence M.E. Church". There is a date, but it 
is illegible due to weathering. 

The south facade is three bays, marked by three windows identical to 
those on the entrance facade. There is a corbelled. brick exterior stove 
chimney between the first and second bays, partially covered ·by a shed 
roof, one story one bay cement block addition with an entrance door. The 
north facade of the building is identical to the south facade except that 
there is no chimney. 

The east (rear) gable end has had a number of additions to it. The 
first is a frame, gable-roofed three-bay addition on a cement foundation. 
The second is rectangular, set perpendicular to the main block and is gable 
roofed, of cement block. The last is gable roofed, 2x2 bays, also of 
cement block. The additions approximately double the length of the church 
building. All are one story, painted white. 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #81A-ll 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
. - 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture~ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
_180G-1899 
-X-- 190G-

_agriculture _economics _ literature _sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _military _social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention ~other {s~ify) 
local history 

Specific dates 1903 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The first Providence Methodist-Episcopal Church was built on one and one 
half acres of land deeded to church Trustees by Matilda Sansbury in 1870.1 The 
church appears on the 1878 Hopkins Atlas, located in the Oxon Hill District, on 
the road from Fort Washington, just northeast of its intersection with the road 
from Piscataway to Broad Creek. The 1871 Handbook of the Baltimore Methodist 
Episcopal South Conference lists a Providence Church on the Prince George's 
County circuit .2 

Around 1900 the congregation decided to move the church closer to the 
settlement of Friendly, Maryland, located at the intersection of Al~entown and 
Old Fort Road.3 One and one quarter acres of land was deeded to church 
Trustees by Mary E. Sorrels in June 1901.4 The present church building was 
completed by December 1903. 

The first addition to the church building, for a Sunday School room, was 
constructed in 1940. The property on which the earlier church stood was sold at 
this time and the cemetery at that location enclosed with a fence. The cemetery, 
located across the road from 12008 Old Fort Road, is now overgrown. The one 
remaining gravestone is that of James E. Sansbury, dated 1871.5 

Footnotes: 

Land Records of Prince George's County, H.B. 3:305, Prince George's County 
Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 

2 Handbook of the Baltimore Methodist-Episcopal South Conference. From 
11 Centennial Celebration, Imnanuel United Methodist Church, 1979, pg. 3. 

3 11A Short History of Providence Methodist Church, Friendly, Maryland, 
1903-1953", Sylvia Thorne. 

4 Ibid #1, 4:311. 

5 Stones and Bones: Cemetery Records of Prince George's County 2 Maryland, 
Prince George's County Genealogical Society, Inc., 1984. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #818-11 

See Footnotes, #8 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 5 acres Tax Map 123 D-3 
Quadrangle name Piscataway A Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LIJ ._I _.___. ____ _ 

D l.iJ I I I I 
E ~ ._I _.___. ___ _ 

F L....LI I I 

G ~ ._I ...-..........---
H lLJ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King, Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Conunission date July 1985 

street & number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive, Room 40lie1ephone 301-952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland HistoricaL Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



7. Continued 

The church entrance is through a small vestibule. The sanctuary is 
lit by the large windows, which have some stained glass lights, colored 
pink, blue and yellow. The interior window and door surrounds are banded, 
with bull's eye corner blocks. There is a coved ceiling covered with 
pressed tin. The walls are covered with modern wood paneling. The altar 
area is recessed and reached through an elliptical arched opening. Two 
modern double doors, leading to the east additions, flank the central altar 
platform. 

There are graves in a tree shaded area southwest of the church build
ing. Grave dates range fran 1905 to 1979. North of the church, across the 
parking lot, is a large brick church, rectangular in plan with a central 
front steeple and a gable slate roof. Its cornerstone reads "Providence 
United Methodist Church 1978". 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

~NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Providence Church 

E)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

10610 Old Fort Road 
CITY. rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Friendly _VICINITY OF 

COUNTY STATE 

Maryland Prince George's 

Efl CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP ~ATUS PRESENT USE 

~STRICT ~BLIC _OCCUPIED -.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(S) PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PA;'lK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL ~AlE AESiut.r.CC: 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ,./"CCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT __ RE LJGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS Vv---·· fiESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT ATIGi. 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

[SOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Trustees of Providence Methodist Church Telephone#: 
STREET & NUMBER 

10610 Old Fort Road (parsonage) 
CITY. TOWN 

Friendly 
STATE 1 

Maryland 
zip code 

_ VICINITY OF 

[flLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DE EDS, ETC. Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Upper Marlboro Maryland 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -lOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 

! 
i 
l 
f 
i 

I 
• i 

! 
t 
J 

I 
I 
f. 
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l&1 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

..L.GoOD _RUINS 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-/:NALTERED 

...!..ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is an attractive, frame country church that faces 
west on Old Fort Road. The entrance is in the base of a 
slightly-projecting, two-story bell-tower-located on the west 
gable facade. The door and two flanking windows feature over
head fan-lights. This pattern is repeated in the three, deep 
side-bays-which consist of 9/9 windows. A steep hip-roof caps 
the belfry. A cemetery is located in the church yard. 

Present siding is asbestos shingle. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

f 
f 
f 

i 

I 
I 
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El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANC}: -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_ 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

-}800-1899 

£1900. 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

--AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

__ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

__ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHIT~CTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANIT ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This is a very attractive, rural, Gothic Revival church 
with some Classical and Romanesque features. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

llJ]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

•. f'\. ,-;.: . - .t;. (·, \Ir..._ ~: 

. - . ,... .-

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
:r 

LIST.ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring . 

DATE 

1/17/74 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
ST•TE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1 I08 



4: 311 
21 June 1901 
Deed 

H.B. 3:305 
12 March 1870 
I denture 

Chain of Title 

Providence Church 
P.G. #818-11 

Mary E. Sorrels and Columbus M. Sorrels of Washington, 
D.C., to Samuel C. Thorne, S. E. Ward, G. W. Schaaf, 
Charles C. Taylor, and George Thorne, The Trustees of 
Providence Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1 1/4 
acres. 

Matida Sansbury to William H. Townsend, Clagett Thorne, 
Willima W. Sansbury, William H. Martin, Alexander 
Rennoe, Thomas R. Halley, William H. Adams, Trustees. 
For $20. the grantor coveys that parcel beginning at 
the 8th line of Lot #1 of the late R. L. Walker 1 s 
estate and running with said line to the 7th line at 
the said estate, hence to the beginning, containing 1 
1/2 acres. To build a house of workship for the use of 
the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

--------------- ------
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P. G. #818-11 
Providence Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, MO. 
Marina King 
May 1985 

East elevation 

Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MO. 





P.G. #818-11 
Providence Methodist Church 
Prince George's County, MD . 
Marina King 
May 1985 

South elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis , MD . 





P .G. #81B- ll 

Providence Methodist Church 
Prince George ' s County, MO . 

Marina King 
May 1985 
West elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis , MD . 


