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CAPSULE  SUMMARY

PG:87B-8b

St.  Mary's  Episcopal Church
22200 Aquasco Road
Aquasco,  Prince George's County,  Maryland
1920
Private

The St.  Mary.s Episcopal Church  is on a corner lot, Aquasco and St.  Mary's Church  Roads. The church is a

two story, rectangular gable roof structure of stucco-covered frame with a three story rectangular bell

tower with a crenellated cornice on its west gable end. The three bay west (main) facade has entrance in

a central gable roof projecting bay, through a pointed-arch door. A triple lancet stained glass window is

centered on the facade above the entrance bay. The bell tower at the northwest corner of the facade

has corner buttresses, a circular window on west, north and south facades at second level and a

pointed-arch louvered openings on all four facades at third level. The roof slopes to one story level on

the north and south facades, and has a deep overhang. There are three gable roof dormers at second

level. On the south bay of each facade is a one-story projecting gable roof, two-by-two-bay transept

arm, with vertical panels of half-timber decoration centered in the gable peak. The cemetery surrounds

the church. Grave dates range from  1851 through the present. It is shaded by large fir and hardwood

trees.

The St.  Mary's Episcopal Church  is an example of an English Half-Timber Gothic style building, unique in

Prince George's County. The church was built in  1920 on the site of an earlier frame church. The early

church was built in  1848. The Rectory, still standing to the east of the present church  building, was also

built then.  Episcopal hierarchy in Maryland was organized in  1692 by act of the colonial Assembly. The

southern County area was a  part of St.  Paul's Parish. The original St.  Mary's was a  mission of St. Paul's

Church  in  Baden.



Maryland Historical Trust

rl     #j:%[r::dp|:Vpeenrttj°e¥F°:rm

®

Inventory No.   PG:87B-8b

1. Name of Pro (indicate preferred name)

historic                         St. Mary' s Episcopal church (Preferred)

2. Location
street and number     22200 Aquasco Road                                                                                                                                not for publication

city, town                        Aquasco                                                                                                                                                                 vicinity

county                           Prince George's County

3.  Owner of property         (give namesand mailing addresses of all owners)

name                           Vestry of st. Paul's church

street and number     13500 Baden westwood Road                                                                               telephone         301-888-9149

city, town                      Brandywine                                                               state        Maryland            zip code           20772

4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse,  registry of deeds, etc.    Prince George's County                                                liber    JBB#7  folio   183

city, town                      UpperMarlboro                             taxmap  l80D4    tax parcel      55                            tax lD number      0842112

5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing  Resource in  Local  Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined  Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland  Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

X       Other:     Historic preservation section. Prince George's Countv` M-NCPPC

6. Classification

Category                 Ownership          Current Function                                                      Resource count

I:i:i::ntg(s)     =::::e
structure                           both
site

_Object

agriculture                             landscape                         Contributing             Noncontributing
commerce/trade                recreation/culture                  1                                 1
defense               ±re[igion

buildings

1                                                    sites
domestic                              social                                                                                          structures
education              _transportation
funerary                _work in progress

Objects
1                 Total

-overnment                  unknown
health care                        vacant/not in use         Number of contributing Resources

_industry                            other:                            previously listed in the Inventory
2



7.  Description                                                                                                                     Inventory No. pG:87B-8b

Condition

X    excellent                  deteriorated

_ good                     ruins
fair                      X    altered

®

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

St. Mary's Episcopal Church is located on a comer lot, at the southeast comer of Aquasco and St. Mary's Church roads.  The church
is a two-story gable-roofed building with perpendicular transept arms and a three-story comer tower.  It is of frame construction
covered with light colored stucco, with wood accents in a dark rust red.

Entrance is in the central bay of the west gable front, through a pointed-arch door.  The door leads into a projecting entrance
vestibule that forms a small narthex; a small crossgable is centered in this small narthex, enframing the principal entrance to the
church.  This entrance is through a double, two-leaf door with a gothic-pattern ten-light transom with tracery.  The leaves of the door
are formed of diagonally placed boards, forming a herringbone pattern, and detailed with metal strap hinges and latch.  Above the
narthex, centered in the south gable front of the main part of the building, is a triple-lancet window filled with stained glass.  Above
the lancet windows, a wooden cross is mounted at the ridgepoint.

The three-story bell tower is built into the northwest comer of the west gable front, and is supported by decorative comer buttresses.
At first level of the tower is a single-sash six pane window; at second level there is a small circular window in each of the west and
north elevations, and at third level a large pointed-arch louvered opening on each of the four elevations.  The tower is surmounted by a
crenellated cornice.

The roof, covered with gray asbestos shingles, slopes to one-story level on the north and south elevations, and has a deep overhang.
There are three gabled dormers at second story on each plane of the roof; each is lighted by a single-sash window with  12 diamond-
shape panes of glass and wide board surrounds.  These surrounds are painted a dark rust red as are the wide board frieze and molding
of the cornice, and the exposed rafter tails of the dormers.

The nave of st. Mary's Church is five bays in length, with buttresses marking the intervals between the windows.  The rectangular
windows are sheltered by the overhanging eaves.  They are six-light casement windows: one in the westernmost bay, and a set of three
in the three middle bays (the easternmost bay is taken up by the transept arms, which are also lighted by six-light casement windows.
The transept arms of the church project from the easternmost bay of each of the north and south elevations, and are two bays by two.
A stucco-covered chimney rises from the juncture of the north transept arm with the nave.  The upper gable of each transept arm is
accented with vertical half-timber detail, painted the same dark rust red as the other decorative details.  The same half-timber detail
accents the rear (east) gable end of the church building.

Built into the north foundation of the north transept arm is a comerstone that reads
St. Mary's Church
A.D.                1920

Entrance to the church is through the small narthex on the west; a set of glazed double doors leads from the narthex into the long
nave, which takes up the length of the church building.  A central carpeted aisle runs between two banks of pews, leading east to the
steps to the chancel.  The altar is backed by a particularly handsome reredos, surmounted by a tripartite stained glass window.  To the
north of the chancel a double glazed door leads into the sacristy (in the north transept arm); this door is surmounted by a gothic-arch
transom with tracery.

The wood-paneled ceiling of the nave features large exposed beams and cross beams, lighted by the three dormer windows in each
plane of the steeply pitched gable roof.  The cross beams are supported by matching bracketed posts.  Below the casement windows,
the walls of the nave are fitted with wainscoting of narrow vertical board.  The west end of the nave is lighted by the Marbury window
-a grouping of three lancet windows filled with stained glass.  In the southwest comer of the nave is a marble font, standing in a

paneled wood enclosure.



()      Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Name    St. Mary's Episcopal church
Continuation Sheet

Number|  Page 1

Inventory No.   PG:87B-8b

The church building is bounded on the north, south and east by an ancient cemetery.  The churchyard is entered through a decorative
wrought-iron gate (marked St. Mary's Chapel) at the west.  Grave dates range from  1851 through the present.  The cemetery is shaded
by large old oaks and fir trees.  To the east of the churchyard stands the parish hall, designed to resemble a tobacco barn with attached
stripping shed.  It is a gambrel-roof building on a high basement, seven bays long with brick facing above the basement level.
Entrance to the hall is in the north gambrel front, and there is a lower gable-roof rear (south) wing with entrance on the west.

®
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Figure 1 : 2005 Aerial Imagery.
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8.  Significance                                                                                                                  Inventory No. pG:87B-8b

Period                   Areas of significance              Check and justify below

1600-1699           _  agriculture
1700-1799                   archeology

X   1800-1899            X   architecture
X    1900-1999                   art

2000-                          commerce

economics                             health/medici ne
education                                industry
engineering                             invention

performing arts
philosophy
politics/government

entertainment/                     landscape architecture  _  religion
recreati o n                            I aw

comm unications                      ethnic heritage                      I iterature
community planning        =  exploration/                            maritime history
conservation                               settlement                             in ilitary

science
social  history

_ transportation
X   other:   Local Historv

Specific dates                                                                                                      Architect/Builder

Construction dates       1920

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland  Register                              X         not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context.   (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form -see manual.)

St. Mary's Episcopal Church is a handsome example of Tudor-inspired church architecture.  The church site has been an important
social and religious landmark in southern Prince George's County since  1848 when the first church on the site was established.  The
present church was built in  1920, and is the only historic example of its type in Prince George's County.

The first church on this site was built in 1848 on land conveyed to St. Paul's Parish by George and Ellen H. Morton,1 who owned
extensive land in the agricultural region around the village of woodville.  The Church of England had been established in 1692 in the
province of Maryland through the "Act for the Service of Almighty God and the Establishment of the Protestant Religion within this
Province." 2 By this Act, 30 parishes were created in the Maryland colony, two of which made up the land that would become Prince
George's County in  1696.  St. Paul's Parish made up the eastern part of the new Prince George's County, with a church at Charles
Town on the Patuxent River, and a rural chapel some  12 miles to the south.  The main parish church was built   1733-35 in the area
now known as Baden; known as St. Paul's Church, it served the entire southeastern part of the County.  By the  1740s St. Paul's
Church had established a mission chapel in Croom (about six miles north of the main church in Baden), and a century later established
a mission chapel in Aquasco (earlier known as Woodville).  The mission chapel in Croom is now St. Thomas' Episcopal Church; St.
Thomas' Parish was established in  1850 and the  1742 chapel is now the parish church of that parish.3 St. Mary's Church was built in
Aquasco in  1848 to serve as the mission chapel for the southernmost congregants of St. Paul's Church; the building that replaced St.
Mary's in  1920 still serves as the chapel of st. Paul's, and the two churches are still served by the same rector.

In  1849, one year after the construction of the first St. Mary's Church in Aquasco/Woodville, a rectory was built on adjoining land
to the east.  As in some other Episcopal parishes, the rectory was built near the mission chapel rather than near the parish church.
Aquasco had become an important village in the middle of the nineteenth century, serving as a town center for surrounding tobacco
farms.  The St. Paul's Vestry minutes detail much discussion of whether to locate the new Rectory in Baden, near the
parish church (St. Paul's), or six miles to the south near the mission chapel in Aquasco. Three of the eight Vestry members (W. R.
Barker, George Morton and John L. Tuner) were wealthy plantation owners from the Aquasco area, and they doubtless influenced the
decision to build the Rectory in Aquasco.4 St. Mary's Rectory no longer serves as the Rector's home, but has been a private residence
since it was sold by the church in 1977.  In excellent condition, the old rectory is a designated Prince George's County Historic Site
and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

i Prince George's County Deed JBB#7: 183
2 Archives of Maryland, XIII, 425-430
3 Both St. Paul's and St. Thomas' Episcopal Churches are listed in the National Register of Historic Places; see national Register

nomination forms PG#86A-27-7 and PG#86B-14.
4 St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry minutes,1848-1849, Maryland State Archives
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The 1848 St. Mary's Chapel was a handsome Gothic Revival church of wood frame construction, of configuration similar to the
present church but with a small belfry instead of a comer tower.  This original chapel was replaced in  1920 by the present church, also
of wood frame construction, but covered with stucco.  It is not known exactly why the parish decided to replace the 70-year-old
chapel; there is no indication in the St. Paul's Vestry Minutes of damage or deterioration of the 1848 mission chapel.  However items
in the 1920 Prince George's Enquirer record in detail the rebuilding of the chapel.  In March  1920, the Enquirer recorded that the
architect (unidentified5) had been to Aquasco to sketch plans for the $ 15,000 Episcopal Church, to be started just after Easter.  An
article in April  1920 included a sketch of the proposed church (shown without a comer tower); the article indicated that the bell tower
would be included from the beginning, a change from the original plan to add the tower after a year or two, when the church would
have been paid for.  The article also indicated that the comerstone would be laid on May 31.  Other articles in May indicated that work
was beginning by contractors Demmons and Parkill of washington, D.C., and that nearly all of the east end of the old church had been
tom down.  The comerstone was duly laid on May 31, and work proceeded; the first service was held in the new church I October
1920. 6 The "new chapel window" was installed early in  1921, as was the Bowen Memorial organ.7

During the nineteenth century, African-Americans had been numbered among the congregation of St. Mary's as they had been at St.
Paul's.8 After the Civil War, however, the congregation of St. Mary's divided along racial lines.  In 1878, under the leadership of
Reverend Josiah Peny, rector of St. Paul's Parish, the Vestry purchased one acre of land on the west side of Aquasco, and erected St.
Phillip's Church for the use of the black Episcopalians of the parish.  Within the last year (2003), St. Phillip's has formed its own
parish, now separate from St. Paul's Parish.

Over the years, St. Mary's Episcopal Church has continued to be served by the rector of St. Paul's Church in Baden.  Together with
its mother church, St. Paul's at Baden, St. Mary's has played an important part in southern Prince George's County's history; it
exemplifies the cultural, social, religious and historical heritage of the County in its rural communities.  It also embodies the
distinctive characteristics of Tudor Revival ecclesiastical architecture.  Distinguished by its decorative detail and its prominent setting
in the rural village of Aquasco, it represents an established and familiar visual feature of that community.

5 Neither the entries in the St. Paul's Vestry Minutes nor the local newspapers indicate the name of the architect of the  1920 St. Mary's

Church.  It is very likely that the design was provided by William J. Palmer, who four years earlier had been chosen to design the
Chapel of the Incarnation (Brandywine) for St. Thomas' Episcopal parish, and who specialized in regional revival styles.  Research
continues on this identification.
6Prince George's Enquirer,19 March,16 April, 21  and 28 May, and  I  October 1920.
7Prince George's Enquirer,11  February  1921.  The Bowen family owned and farmed several properties in Aquasco at this time.
8 Also, several of the rectors of St. Paul's Parish were active in the movement to colonize Liberia, freeing their slaves and sending

them to settle in the Liberian colony on the west coast of Africa.
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Chain of Title

JBB#7: 183                 George and Ellen Morton of prince George's County to the vestry of st. Paul's parish, Prince
5 December 1850     George's County, for the love and affection that George and Ellen Morton bear to the church of God
Deed                            in the said parish, and also for the better maintenance and support of the Gospel in the said parish, all

that parcel in the village of woodville, upon which the Protestant Episcopal church and parsonage in
that village now stands ,... containing four acres and four fifths of an acre more or less ....
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9.  Major Bibliographical  References                                         Inventory No. pG:87B-8b

See footnotes.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property
Acreage of historical setting
Quadrangle name

0.99 Acres
0.99 Acres
Benedict Quadrangle scale:     1:24.000

Verbal  boundary description and justification

Parcel 55. Starting from the pointed comer of parcel 55, run north along Aquasco Road for approximatley 250 feet to a rounded
comer, run east along St. Mary's Road for approximately 260 feet to a pointed comer adjacent to Parcel 128, run south along the
edge of parcel  128 for approximately 255 feet to pointed comer, run west approximaltely 519 feet along Parcel 57 and Parcel 56
ending at the starting point of parcel 55 adjacent to Aquasco Road.

11. Form Prepared by
name/title                               Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian

organization M-NCPPC, Prince George' s County, Historic Preservation Section date June 2004

street & number                  14741  Governor oden Bowie Drive                                         telephone      301-952-3680

or town                          U er Marlboro                                                                          State                M land, 20772

The Maryland  Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created  by an Act of the Maryland  Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41,  Section  181  KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland  Historical Trust
Maryland  Department of Planning
100 Community Place
Crownsville,  MD   21032-2023
41 0-51 4-7600



Benedict Quadrangle
USGS Topographical  Map
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Resource Sketch Map
22200 Aquasco Road
Brandywine,  MD 20772
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St. Mary's Episcopal Church
22200 Aquasco Road
Aquasco, MD 20608

Black and White Photography Log
Date Taken: June 28, 2004
Photographer: Susan G. Pearl, M-NCPPC

Paper Type: Epson Premium Luster Photo Paper
Ink Type: Epson Ultrachrome HDR  Ink

PG;87B-8b_2004-06-28_01 South and west elevations facing northeast
PG;87B-8b_2004-06-28_02 North and east elevations facing southwest
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #87B-8b Building Date: 1920 

Building Name: St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

Location: 22200 Aguasco Road, Aguasco 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Good/Restricted 

Description 

The St. Mary's Episcopal Church is on a corner lot, Aquasco and St. 
Mary's Church Roads. The church is a two story, rectangular gable roof 
structure of stucco-covered frame with a three story rectangular bell tower 
with a crenellated cornice on its west gable end. The three bay west 
(main) facade has entrance in a central gable roof projecting bay, through 
a pointed-arch door. A triple lancet stained glass window is centered on 
the facade above the entrance bay. The bell tower at the north west corner 
of the facade has corner buttresses, a circular window on west, north and 
south facades at second level and a pointed-arch louvered openings on all 
four facades at third level. The roof slopes to one story level on the 
north and south facades, and has a deep overhang. There are three gable 
roof donners at second level. On the south bay of each facade is a one
story projecting gable roof, two-by-two-bay transept arm, with vertical 
panels of half-timber decoration centered in the gable peak. The cemetery 
surrounds the church. It is fenced, entered through a wrought iron gate. 
Grave dates range from 1851 through the present. It is shaded by large fir 
and hardwood trees. 

Significance 

The St. Mary's Episcopal Church is a handsome example of an English 
Half-Timber Gothic style building, unique in Prince George's County. The 
church was built in 1920 on the site of an earlier frame church. The early 
church was built in 1848. The Rectory, st i 11 standing to the east of the 
present church building, was also built then. Episcopal hierarchy in 
Maryland was organized in 1692 by act of the colonial Assembly. The 
southern County area was a part of St. Paul's Parish. The original St. 
Mary's was a mission of St. Paul's Church in Baden. The present church is 
again sharing a minister with St. Paul's of Baden, with the Rectory located 
near St. Paul's. Elements of the English Half-Timber Gothic style included 
on the building are its gable roof with long north and south slopes, its 
pointed arch entrance, lancet window, the half-timber decoration in the 
north, south and east gables, and the crenellated parapet on the bell 
tower. The church is a contributing structure in the proposed Aquasco 
Historic District because of its handsome architecture and the history of 
its congregation. 

Acreage: .99 acre 



Survey No. fG 87 B-8 b 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

and~rcommonst. Mary•s ~i~~a~l~C~h~u~r~ch~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. Location 

street & number 22200 Aguas co 

city, town Aquasco 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~ bulldh\g(s) 
_structure 
_site 

___ object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
--X-not applicable 

Road (Maryland Route 381) 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__2<__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 

no 

congressional district 

Prince George 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

4 

_museum 
_park 
_. private residence 
-x- religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name St. Mary 1 s Episcopal Church 

street & number 22200 Aquasco Road telephone no.: 

city, town Aquas co state and zip code MD 20608 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 

1 
s County Courthouse liber JBB 7 

street & number Main Street folio 183 

city, town Upper Marlboro state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date July 1981 _federal _ state ---1L county _ local 

..epository for survey records History Division M-NCPPC 

Riverdale 
city, town state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___K__ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated __x_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No fG 87 B-8 b 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The St. Mary's Episcopal Church is located on a corner lot, at the 
southeast corner of Aquasco and St. Mary's Church Roads. The church is a 
two story, rectangular gable roof structure of stucco-covered frame. There 
is a three story rectangular bell tower with a crenellated cornice on the 
west gable end. 

The three bay west (main) facade has entrance in a central gable roof 
projecting bay, through a pointed-arch door. There is a triple lancet 
stained glass window centered on the facade above the entrance bay. 

The bell tower at the north west corner of the entrance facade has 
corner buttresses, a circular window on west, north and south facades at 
second level and large pointed-arch louvered openings on all four facades 
at third level. The tower is surmounted by a crenellated cornice. The 
west gable peak is surmounted by a cross. 

The roof slopes to one story level on the north and south facades, ind 
has a deep overhang. There are three gable roof dormers at second level on 
each facade. On the south bay of each facade is a one-story projecting 
gable roof, two-by-two-bay transept arm, set pe pendicular to the main 
block. Centered in the gable peak of the transept arms are vertical panels 
of half-timber decoration. 

The cemetery surrounds the church on the north, south and east sides. 
It is neatly fenced and entered through a wrought iron gate. Grave dates 
range from 1851 through the present. The cemetery is shaded by large old 
fir and hardwood trees. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG- 87 B-8 b 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture~ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

-- - 1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_2L 1900-

___x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention -1L other (specify) 

Specific dates 1920 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

local history 
BuilderJArchitect 

A B C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The St. Mary's Episcopal Church is a handsome example of an English 
Half-Timber Gothic style building, unique in Prince George's County. The 
church was built in 1920 on the site of an earlier church of frame 
construction. 

The earlier church was built in 1848,1 on land donated to the 
parish by George and Ellen H. Morton. The Rectory, still standing to the 
east of the present church building, was also built at the time.2 

The Episcopal Church was the established church of England. Episcopal 
hierarchy in Maryland was organized in 1692 by act of the colonial Assemb
ly.3 The southern County area was a part of St. Paul's Parish. When the 
original St. Mary's was built in 1848 it was a mission of St. Paul's Church 
in Baden.4 The church at the present time is once again sharing a mini
ster with St. Paul's of Baden, with the Rectory located near St. Paul's. 

Elements of the English Half-Timber Gothic style included on the 
church structure are its gable roof with long north and south slopes, its 
pointed arch entrance, lancet window, the half-timber decoration in the 
north, south and east gables, and the crenellated parapet on the bell 
tower. The church is a contributing structure in the proposed Aquasco 
Historic District because of its handsome architecture and the history of 
its congregation. 

Notes 

Stones and Bones, Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, 
Maryland, Jean A. Sargent ed., Prince George's County Genealogical Society, 
Inc., Bowie, Maryland, 1981, pg. 202. 

2 

3 

Land Records of Prince George's County, JBB 7:183, 1985. 

Stones and Benes , pg. 8. 

4 Ibid. pg. 202. 
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