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Fishingham 
Centreville vicinity 
Private 

18th century 

The original house at Fishingham is an atypical 
example of 18th century domestic architecture in Queen 
Anne's County. Both the asymmetrical fenestration, 
the nearly square form, and the odd four room plan are 
features not ordinarily found in this area. The 
proximity of this house to Upper Deale (QA-87), an 
earlier house of similar proportions and plan, may 
be attributed to coincidence, or may suggest an 
indirect link between the owners or builders of 
these two houses. 

The large brick addition dates to the third 
quarter of the 19th century, and displays a number 
of interes~ing details typical of that period, including 
a handsome bracketed cornice and carefully laid 
stretcher bond on the west and south walls. 

The outbuildings are also notable. The brick 
dairy with overhanging pyramidal roof is fairly 
typical of the mid-19th century, while the meat house 
is constructed of dovetailed logs with wrought nails 
in the roof construction. This is one of the few 
surviving outbuildings in the county constructed with 
wrought nails and is probably contemporary with the 
18th century house. Details of note include the 
55 degree roof pitch and brick nogging in the upper 
gables. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fishingham is located on the north side of 

Maryland Route 304 approximately one mile east of 

downtown Centreville. The house once formed the 

center of a large farm that stretched along the 

south bank of Gravel Run, but the land was 

purchased by the county Board of Education in 

1964, and the Queen Anne's County High School 

now lies directly adjacent to the house, shielding 

it from the road. In addition tothe original 

brick house, which dates to the 18th century, 

there is a large brick wing dating to the third 

quarter of the 19th century and two outbuildings. 

These consist of an 18th century log plank meat 

house and a brick dairy that probably dates to 

the second quarter of the 19th century. 

The original, 18th century house is of brick 

construction, two-and-one-half stories high, 

three bays wide, and two rooms deep, with a 

single chimney at each end of a pitched roof. 

All three exposed exterior walls have been 

covered with stucco, and are also protected by 

late 19th and 20th century porches, partially 
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The original house at Fishingharn is an atypical 

example of 18th century domestic architecture 

in Queen Anne's County. Both the asymmetrical 

fenestration, the nearly square form, and the odd 

four room plan are features not ordinarily found 

in this area. The proximity of this house to 

Upper Deale (QA-87), an earlier house of similar 

proportions and plan, may be attr.ibuted to coinci-

dence, or may suggest an indirect link between 

the owners or builders of these two houses. 

Little original woodwork remains inside, but 

one Greek Revival mantel has survived, as well as 

some simple trim dating to the same period. A 

number of early locks remain, two of which can 

be identified. 

The large addition dates to the third quarter 

of the 19th century, and displays a number of 

interesting details typical of that period, 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

disguising the age and significance of the building. 

The overall form as well as certain surviving archi-

tectural details are the first indication that this is 

an early house, and not a late addition to the 19th 

century section to the north. 

The principal facade faces east, away from the 

main road and the town of Centreville. This facade 

is asym~etrical, with the entrance offset to .the left 

of center, flanked by six-over-six windows. There 

ar0 two six-over-six windows on the second fl6or in 

the north and south bays, with the center bay left 

unexpressed. Cellar windows are similarly ~laced at 

ground level, partially ~rotected by a late porch. 

A 20th century shed roof dormer is centered on the roof 

on this faccide. 

The south gable is also asymmetrical, with doors 

in the east and west bay on the firRt floor, and a 

pRir of six~over-six windows on the second floor. 

There are no openings in the upper gable. The chimney 

stack is flush to the gable wall, and is smaller than 

the corresponding stack on the north gable, which is 
...... 

completely covered by the 19th century add;i.tion. 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

On the west facade, there are three six-over-six 

windows symmetrically pl~ced on the first and second 

floor, and two six-over-six pitched-roof dormers with 

pilastcred jambs. 

A box cornice with a deep soffit and a crown 

mold is carried across both facades, returns at the 

gable, and is carried up the gable eaves. A complex 

bed mold is apolied to a fascia board below the soffit. 

This cornice a~parently was added in the mid-19th 

century. The roof is covered with asphault shingles. 

The interior is arranged in an unusual four room 

plan, with two uneaual sized rooms on each facade. 

The center door in the east facade and the east door 

on the south gable both lead into a nearly sauare 

room that now serves as a dining area as well as an 

entrance hall. Interior doors lead from this room 

to a similar sized room in the northeast auadrant 

of the house, a larger rectangular room in the north-

west auadrant, and a small stair hall in the southwest 

quadrant. The northeast room now serves as a kitchen, 

but originally had a corner f irepla~e and probably 
...... 

served as a parlour or a sleeping chamber.· The 

northwest room was undoubtedly a parlour, and still 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION 

QA-103 

serves in that capacity. The stair in the southwest 

room is not original, and evidently replaces an earlier 

stair in the same location. It seems likely that the 

original stair was an enclosed winder. 

The interior trim on the first floor is not 

original, but dates to the second quarter of the 19th 

century. The mantel in the northwest parlour is the 

most significant piece of surviving woodwork. It is 

Greek Revival in style, with molded pilasters, a plain 

fascia, and a cove-astragal molding supporting a wide 

shelf with a Greek ovolo molding edge. The fireplace 

h~s been blocked and fitted for a stove, but the original 

hearth remains. Rabbeted and beaded baseboard remains 

in all four rooms, otherwise the trim is plain. The 

paneled interior doors date to the mid-19th century, 

and several retain early locks and hardware. Name 

plates remain visible on one lock marked "Improved 

Lock No. 60 11
, and a second lock marked "Corbin". 

The second floor plan is similar to the first 

floor, but the stairhall in the southwest corner has 

been partitioned to allow a small st?rage closet 

along the west wall. 
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The third floor is not partitioned, and is finished 

with plaster, making the roof structure and eave area 

inaccessible. 

An exterior bulkhead entrance on the west end of 

the south gable allows access to a full cellar below 

the original house. The foundation is laid in rough 

fieldstone below ground level, and triangular chimney 

bases remain on the center of both gable walls. The 

north base is the larger of the two, and.the west side 

of this base is larger than the east side, reflecting 

the larger fireplace in the west room on the first 

floor. The base on the south gable wall originally 

~-had a small fireplace, but this has been bricked up. 

Framing evidence of a hearth is clearly visible in 

the ceiling, defining the location of an original 

fireplace in the southeast room on the first floor. 

The cellar is divided into two rooms by a low 

brick foundation that runs longitudinally from gable 

wall to gable wall. A heavy hewn sill is laid on 

the brick foundation, and a wooden screen once divided 

the cellnr in two. Part of this screen remains in 
....,, 

place, and wrought H-L hinges remain where .two doors 

allowed access between the rooms. Two cellar windows 
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on each facade wall allowed light into both rooms. 

The original wood frames remain in place in the 

north window on each facade. These have been covered 

by later porches and, as a result, are protected 

from the weather. 

In the third ouarter of the 19th century, a large 

addition was made adjoining the north gable wall of 

the original house. This addition is actually a 

self-contained house, with concessions in the plan 

to make it compatible with the earlier dwelling. 

The new building is also brick, two stories high and 

three bays wide with a hip rQof. The plan of this 

~-section is a side hall-double parlour, with the 

hall running along the wall that connects the two 

sections of the house. This allows the hall to 

serve both the new addition and the original house. 

The plan of the new srructure differs with the 

standard side hall plan in one important aspect. The 

west wall of the newer building is set forward 

approximately eight feet from the west facade of the 

original house, and the nrincipal entrance is set 

in this short section of wall, facing south onto a 

one story porch that extends across the west facade 
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of the earlier house. Both the west facade and the 

short exposed section of the south wall are then 

treated as the primary wall surface, delineated with 

the use of very fine wire-cut bricks set with narrow 

joints. An ornate bracketed cornice is also carried 

across these two walls, but only turns the corner on 

the north wall, and is otherwise omitted from the 

north and east facades. 

The fenestration on the south and west facades 

reflects this variation in plan. The entrance door, 

~ as noted, is located at the extreme west end of the 

south wall, and consists of a wide paneled door 

-.~urrounded by sidelights and a transom. A six-over-

six window is located directly above the door on the 

second floor. On the west facade, there are three 

six-over-six windows on each floor. They are not quite 

symmetrical, however, with the south window on each 

floor set off slightly from the north and center 

windows, a result of the interior hall partition. 

The east facade has symmetrical two bay fenestration, 

with a paneled entrance door in the ~outh bay on the 
...... 

first floor, and large six-over-six windows.in the south 

bay on the first floor and both bays on the second 
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floor. On the north facade, there are three six-over­

six windows on each-floor. 

The brickwork on the west and south walls is 

laid in stretcher bond, but on the north and east walls 

it is laid in six-course bond. Because the bricks 

are courser and the joints are wider on the latter 

two walls, there is a seam in the northwest corner of 

the north facade where the two types of brickwork meet. 

All windows have splayed brick jack arches and 

louvered wood shutters. The cornice, as noted, is 

quite bold, consisting of a shallow box. with a deep 

soffit and a comnlex crown mold. The bed mold is 

applied to a wide fascia board below the soffit. 

Heavy scrolled brackets are applied below the soffit 

on the west facade and the exposed portion of the 

south wall, but are omitted from the north and east 

walls. The roof is covered with asnhault shingles. 

The interior of the 19th century house is arranged 

in a side hall double oarlour plan, with the stair 

rising along the south wall of the hall, and two 

doors on each floor leading to the north rooms in 

the" earlier house. The stair has an open-string 

carriage, with heavy Victorian newel posts, turned 
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balusters and a molded rail. The stair ends are 

decorated with a simple band of flat trim, and the 

space below the carriage is plastered. Two large 

rooms open off the north side of the hall on each 

floor. The first floor rooms evidently served as a 

front parlour and a smaller rear parlour or study. 

The mantel in the front room is white marble, while 

the mantel in the smaller room is a relatively 

simple wooden surround. Both of these ro6ms are now 

used as sleening chambers, as are the two rooms on 

the second floor. No evidence remains of either 

fireplaces or stove flues in t~e second floor chambers, 

·but both rooms seem too large and airy to have 

always been unheated. The windows in these rooms 

reach down almost to the floor, and the ceilings 

are unusually high. 

There is no access to the attic above the second 

floor. 

Meat house: Located to the southeast of the original 

house is a log plank meat house with ~ steep, 55 degree 
....... 

pitched roof. The exterior and roof have been 

covered with tin, and the steep roof is the only 

J 
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obvious exterior evidence of the age of the building. 

It is twelve feet long and eleven fe~t wide, and is 

constructed of dovetailed log planks laid on a 

low brick foundation. A door in the center of the 

west wall is the only opening. 

The log planks are pit sawn fron hewn logs, and 

average 8 to 10 inches by 3 inches, with the spaces 

chinked with wooden slats and plaster. The front 

wall to the north of the door has been rebuilt, but 

the south section of the wall is intact. The door ja~b 

on this side is stabilized by a vertical wooden neg 
~ 

driven down through the entir~ wall. A similar 

£eature is found on the log plank meat house at Cabin 

Neck (QA-204), on Kent Island. 

The roof is constructed of common rafters secured 

at the ridge by a pegged nortise-and-tenon joint and 

supported by heavy hewn top plates. This is an 

interesting variation from the more common method of 

using flat false plates laid on top of the ceiling 

joists. The top plates in this building project 

slightly beyond the plank side walls,· and are secured 

:-.. to the gable top plates and the inteiior ceiling joists 

with mortise-and-tenon joints. The rafter pairs were 
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reinforced with two sets of collnr beams, but 
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most of these have been removed. These were secured 

to the rafters with negged half-lap joints. The 

collar beams remain in place on both gable walls, and 

are secured with half-lap joints and several nails. 

These genPrally include one wrought nail, one machine 

made nail, .and on~ wire nail, suggesting that only 

the wrought nails are original, and the other nails 

were added during suhse~uent repairs. 

The gable construction is ouitc unusual. Five 

,sets of vertical studs run from the gable top plates 

up to the gable rafter pairs. The spaces between the 

studs are filled with brick bedded in mortar or plaster. 

The bricks are set on edge, with the broad faces 

exoosed, and give a distinct flavor of half-timbering 

to the upper gable. 

Dairy: To the south of the meat house is a brick 

dairy with a large, overhanging pyramidal roof. The 

building is ten feet square, while the tin roof 

~erhangs 3!~ feet on each side. The undersides of 

the ovcrhanqinq roof are plastered, and the rafter 

ends are mitred and covered with a plain fascia board. 
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The brickwork is laid in common bond and has been 

heavily whitewaAhed. The door is on the center of the 

west wall~ small window openings or vents are ·centered 

on all three remaining walls. The window openings 

are boarded up from the inside, but a four-light 

casement window remains in place on the east wall. 

The interior is plastered, the floor is concrete. 
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including a handsome bracketed cornice and carefully 

laid stretcher bond brickwork on the west and south 

walls. The interior offers an unusual variation of 

the side hall-double parlour plan, adapted to accommodate 

the earlier section of the house. 

The outbuildings are also notable. The brick 

dairy is fairly typical of the mid-19th century, and 

is primarily distinctive from a visual point of view. 

The meat house is one of only a handful of log buildings 

in the county with wrought nails, suggestinq a date 

of construction in the 18th or very early 19th century. 

The vertical peg used to stabtlize the plank wall 

next to the door jamb is a detail that was at one time 

believed to be quite rare, but is now recognized as a 

relatively widespread feature in the Tidewater region. 

Of particular interest in this building is the method 

of construction used in the upper gables. The combina­

tion of vertical studs and mortared brick nagging is 

quite unusual in this particular. context, usually 

being confined to lower walls. 
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