
MARYLAND HISTORf'CAL: TRUST QA-108 
MAGI # 1801085204 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Corsica, Bennetts Regulation 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South bank of Corsica Creek 
CITY. TOWN 

Centreville 
STATE 

Maryland 

lfcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 
_BOTH 

x_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

JI..OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

JI..BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
::f.YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

' J'OWNILR OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs. Orsen Nielson 
~TREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Centreville 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETCQueen Anne ' s County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Square 
CITY. TOWN 

Centreville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Queen Anne's 

PRESENT USE 

-.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 

STATE f zip code 
Maryland 21617 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

TSP 43 

423 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY ---LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION QA-108 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

x...ALTERED 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSiCAL APPEARANCE 

Corsica is located on the south bank of 

Corsica Creek approximately two miles northwest 

of Centreville and 1 1/2 miles east of the Chester 

River. 

Constructed in the latter part of the 18th 

century, Corsica is a large rectangular brick 

house, 2 1/2 stories high, five bays wide and 

one room deep, with flush chimneys at either end 

of a pitched gable roof. Flanking wings with 

hyphens were added when the house was restored 

in 1940 for Luther Gadd. -Restoration drawings 

have survived, and were prepared by Henry Otis 

Chapman, Jr., Architect, and Harold w. Beder, 

Associate, 101 Park Avenue, New York. 

The front facade faces south, down the 

driveway toward Corsica Neck Road. The entrance 

is located in the center bay, flanked by two large 

9/9 windows on each side. Five 6/6 windows are 

ranged across the second story, and four cellar 

windows are centered below the first floor 

windows. The front entrance is fitted with a 

mahogany six-panel door brought from New York 

City, and is further enriched with paneled soffit 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

' / 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE QA-rot 

PERIOD 

,,---..!'REHfSTORIC 

!400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1690-1699 

x_ 1700-1 799 

x. 1 800- 1 899 

X.1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANIT ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Corsica is an excellent example of a high-style 

brick house dating to the last quarter of the 18th 

century. While in plan and form the house is 

typical of a house type widely built in Tidewater, 

the grand size and careful attention to detail 

marks this as one of the finer homes of its period. 

Particular details of interest include the interior 

woodwork and the packed mud insulation visible 

under the floor of the east parlor. 

The flanking hyphens and wing were constructed 

in 1940-41 when the house was restored, and were 

designed by Henry Otis Chapman, Jr. and Harold 

W. Beder of New York. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
QA-to& 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

IIilGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANiZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville~ 

DATE 

8/27/80 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

Field Notebook QA-XVI; Recorded Febr:µary 28, 1980. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical ~rust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Mary McCarthy 
Spring/Summer 2003 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 
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OA-108 Corsica 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
South facade 





QA-108 Corsica 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Water facade from NW 





QA-108 Corsica 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Interior Stair 
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QA-108 Corsica 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
West parlor 
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