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‘Melfield baffles the experis’

By .
JAMES C. WILFONG, JR.

When Mrs. John J. Raskob
died in July, 1963, the obituary
datelined Tucson, Arizona,
recounted that she had been a
native of Queenstown, Mary-
land.

The reference brought to
mind the inclusion in the
spring of 1949 of Pioneer Point
on the annual program of the
Federated Maryland Garden
Tours. This was then the
Raskob's Eastern Shore Estate
and its 1842 acres laced by
lighted paved private drive-
ways gardens more than a
quarter mile in extent made
this a highlight of that year’s
tours, despite the competition
of Blakeford, The Hermitage,
Readbourne, Wye Plantation

" and Bloomingdale.

Memorable tour
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first to second floor.
Melfield also has a curious

early times.
rectangular building
- chen is at the rear. In front of
this is a one time parlor, a
third or more deeper than the
kitchen. These two once
formed the total structure. The

then, the room at the
front must be 30 feet from the
kitchen entrance and fifty or
more from its rear door.
Between the two is a vast area

to traverse in serving any
meal.

Striking bullding
References have called the

two story Doric an

addition to the Civil War,

period. Mi' Melfield is a
striking bui din , almost a
neo-Parthenon in the Queen
Anne’'s meadowland. A vast
oak tree to rival old Wye in its
150 foot spread stood on the
front lawn a generation ago to
further awe the passing
traveler. This is gone, now, but
others are thriving to take its
place in another century or so.
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Meanwhile, a hundred feet in
front of the house and just west
of the driveway is one of those
quaintly fascinating adjuncts
so often seen in the Tidewater

on: in this instance the old.

Earle family cemetery. It
holds more than Earles;
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- Mary McCarthy
Spring/Summer 2003
Digital color photo on file at MHT
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QA-109 Melfield
Corsica Neck Road
Centreville vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1980
View from Southeast







QA-~109 Helfiald
Corsica Neck Road
CQntreville vicinity
Orlande Ridout

iew from East







GA /09

Melfreld




