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When Mrs. John J. Raskob 
died in July, 1%3, the obituary 
datelined Tucson, Arizona, 
re-counted that she had bt>en a 
native of Queenstown, Mary-
land. ' 

The reference brought lo 
mind the inclusion in the 
spring of J9.t9 of Pioneer Point 
on the annual program of the 
Federated Maryland Garden 
Tours. This was then the 
Raskob's Eastern Shore Est.ate 
and its 1842 acres laced by 
lighted paved private drive­
ways and gardens more than a 
quarter mile in extent made 
this a highlight of that year's 
tours, despite the com~tilion 
of Blakeford, The Hermit.age, 
Readboume, Wye Plantation 

· and Bloomingdale. 

Memorable tour 

That year-1949-Could have 
noted an all-time high in the 
matter of scheduling of Mary· 

~ land's great rpansion houses, 
r certainly as far as this area 

was concerned. Those who ftral to second floor. 
participated lo Queen Anne'• Melfield also bas a curious 
tour that year will not have layout or rooms to hint 

Yorgotten the many wonders strongly that it is a product of 
they witne.ssed on that day. several eras, all dating from 

then, the dining room at the 
front must be 30 feet from the 
kitchen entrance and flfty or 
more from its rear door. 
Between the two ii a vast area 
to traverse in serving any 
meal. 

Another witne.ssed but brief- early times. As a long 
ly beca~ It was not included rectangular building the kil­
in the formal program, stands chen is at the rear. In front of 
on the road from Centreville to this is a one time parlor, a Striking bulldiag 
Pioneer Point, clearly seen third or more deeper than the 
from the blgbway and proba- kitchen. These two once References have called the 
bly as provocative to the formed the tot.al structure. 'lbe two story Doric portico an 
casual tourist as any others hall, or stair tower, appears addiUon lo the Civil War . 
uamined lo detail that day. next and this is roughly 15 x 20 period. Today, Melfield is a 

Thia ls Melfield, noted lo feet Yiitb a generous fireplace striking buildina, almost a 
references as an Earle home on the Ion& wall faclnC the neo-Parthenon in the Queen 
and notable for two centuries stain. Ahead of this are ~ Anne'• meadowland. A vut 
or more for a variety of valid two areas, living and dining oak tree to rival old Wye lo lta 
reasons. Mel.field haf0e1 the rooms, which end to end create 150 foot spread stood cm the 
experts: even Dr. Henry the 39 feel 4 inch width of the front lawn a generatioa ago to 
Chandlee Forman, dean of the 'house. A central chimney, further awe the passing 
architectural historians, dates • unusual in a Maryland home of traveler. This ii gone, now, but 
it only as "Eighteenth Ceo· such early date, serves the two others are thriving to take Its 
tury" although be dted the back-to-back fireplaces. Today, pla~ in another century or ao. 

post'constructioa cl the kitchen ·.---------------------• as proof of Its antiquity. His 
floor plan in bis Early Manor 
and PlantaUon Houaea of 
Maryland tella ·much of inter­
est. 'Ibis ancient room, built 

r- around a maasi~ fareplace to 
r challenge U1 lo its capaciom 

openinl la today the rear room 
of a Mriel cl four wboae total 
lenalh from front to rear 
reaches MftlltJ feet. 1bat the 
mamioa la more than ha.If u 
wide teDa IOllM!lbina ol the 
1eneroua o.-.n me o1 tbe 

· bouse. Tiie kltcbea alone 
meaaurel 11 :I, 21 feet, to 
deliabt a bomewlfe of any 
period. .• , , 

I 
MelfleY.upe 

Melfteld bM _...hiftl found 
~ lo ftlr/ few ol tbe recorded 
l• bomea ol ~ stair 

lower' I to be .... al Oo¥el' 
Fields lo Queen ADDe'• and at 
Troth'• Forbme and Ooomt.­
berey lo Talbot. ,,.. la simply 
a aeparate room wltb tbe 
primary functloa cl carry1ni 
the principal aWrway from· ... ,. 

... ' 

Meanwhile, a hundred feet m 
front of the house and just west 
of the driveway is one of th~ 
quaintly fa&clnating adjuncts 
so often seen ln the Tide,11a~ 
rCiion : in this instance the old. 
old Earle family cemetery. 11 
holds more than Earle5: 
Tilgbmans built the house and 
Tilghmans lie here, too. There 
are 1eneratiom ol Earles and 
a acatterin& ol other namtS 
including a Forman child. 
provocative lo that neigbter 
parent appears to lie here. 

Changes no&e4 

Inexorable time bu wrougt;: 
its changes here lo the adcliboa 
cl this clauic porch on·e; 
envisioned by Melfield'a Tilgt.­
man builder. It bu remO\'ed 
the gigantic tree which ln its 
already great size caught the 
eye of the same coloaial. It has 
added to and added to until 
today's Melfield must dwarf its 
modest original. More recenUy 
It bu taken the property out ~ 
Earle bands for lboae ol 
atrangen. Not all of It. tbouP: 
the caretaker in reaida>ce 
very carefully explains tbal 
the cemetery still beloap ID 
Earles. It does, indeed, and il 
alwaya will. Tlme cannot er.­
the carvlnp of half a bundre' . 
stamea DOil ta . th1a 1eneratim 
aDJhow. 
.-.. .1 ._. 
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QA-109 Melf ield 
Corsica Neck Road 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
View from Southeast 





QA-199 Melf ield 
Corsica Neck Road 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout v 1980 
View from East 






