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Walnut Gr.ov<:' 
Centreville vicinity 
Private 

early 18th century 

Walnut Grove is probably one of the most unusual 
houses in Tidewater Maryland~ The rare appearance of 
a saltbox form house combined with the unusual two 
room plan make this a hbuse type that may be unique 
in the Chesapeake Bay region. Furthermore, it is 
apparently constructed in a most unusual manner, with 
a brick gable end and the remaining three walls 
constructed with log planks secured to corner posts. 
Although this has not yet been confirmed; it would be 
the first known example of this building method found 
in an early 18th century context. Other details 
of interest include the flared eave on the rear 
of the house, the glazed header chevrons on the gable 
eaves, and the corbeled brick cornice stops at the 
front and rear eaves. Interesting interior details 
include the exposed corner oosts, the fine paneling 
in the rear room onfue first floor, and the offset 
vertical paneling on the second floor. Although no 
positively dateable evidence can be found to sub­
stantiate popular claims that this is the oldest 
house in the county, certainly it is among a select 
group of perhaps a dozen buildings with legitimate 
claims to_ the first half of the 18th century. 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE 
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CHECK ONE 

:li_oRtGINAL SITE 
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_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Walnut Grove is located on Wright's Neck, a 

point of land formed by Grove Creek on the north 

and Reed's Creek on the southwest. The house is 

sited on the northeast side of Reed's Creek, and 

is set back from the water several hundred yards. 

A small cemetery is located in a grove of trees 

to the southeast of the house, but is too heavily 

overgrown to allow ready identification of the 

stones. 

The main house faces the creek. It is one-and-

one-half stories high, three bays wide, and two rooms 

deep. This building is quite unusual in both 

form and construction. It is almost square, 24 

feet long by 26 feet deep, and has a 11 sal tbox" 

roof. The ridge of the roof is shifted toward 

the front of the house, and the rear wall is not 

as high at the eave as the front wall. The result 

is a house quite unlike the more typical Tidewater 

forms, and yet completely unlike the saltbox houses 

of New England. Even more unusual is the mode of 

construction. The southwest gable is constructed 

of brick but the remaining three walls are apparently 

post-and-plank. From the exterior, one would assume 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

~.PREHISTORIC 

.1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

X_ 1100-1 799 

X2S 800-1899 

~1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURI; 

XARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Walnut Grove is probably one of the most 

unusual houses in Tidewater Maryland. The rare 

appearance of a saltbox form house combined with 

the unusual two room plan make this a house type 

that may be unique in the Chesapeake Bay region. 

Furthermore, it is apparently constructed in a 

most unusual manner, with a brick gable end and 

the remaining three walls constructed with log 

planks secured to corner posts. Although this 

has not yet been confirmed, it would be the first 

known example of this building method found in 

an early 18th century context. Other details 

of interest include the flared eave on the rear 

of the house, the glazed header chevrons on the 

gable eaves, and the corbeled brick cornice 

stops at the front and rear eaves. Interesting 

interior details include the exposed corner 

posts, the fine paneling in the rear room on the 

first floor, and the offset vertical paneling on 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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that these walls arP of frame construction, but a 

close examination of the interior reveals corner 

oosts in all three exoosed cornPrs. These might be 

dismissed as evidence of standard fra~ing with exposed 

corner posts, but other sources suggPst the walls are 

log. The earliest account may be found in H. c. 

Forman's Earlv Manor and Pl2ntation Houses of MarvlRnd 

(privately printed in Easton, 1934) in which the author 

noted that the front and rear walls were log. This is 

confirmed by personal recollections of two local 

sources, both of whom saw the log walls exposed during 

past repair work. 

The princioal facade fRce~ southwest, toward 

Reed's Creek. There is a door in the center bay, flanked 

by a pair of 9ix-over-six windows. These are shifted 

toward the central door, rather than falling in a more 

symmetrically balanced bay.system. On the second 

floor, there are two six-over-six gable roof dormers. 

The exterior siding is asbestos shingle, while the eave 

is finished with a box cornice with crown mold and 

bed mold. The corner boards and rakeboards are modern 

rep~"1Cel"lents. The high brick foundation had several 

repairs and altPrations. The westernMost corner has 

,- bc:>en rebuilt, and the two cellar window openings havf~ 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

a~parently been reduced in size, and are now fitted 

with three-light sash. 

The northwest gable is brick, laid in Flemish 

bond with random glazed headers throughout and carefully 

laid glazed chevrons carried uo the gable eaves. A 

single flush chimney at the aoex of the roof serves 

all four of the interior fireDlaces. Until recently 

the chioney cap disnlayed a ~lastered band of necking, 

but the cap is now gone, apnarently knocked down in a 

storm. There are two tall, narrow, four-over-four 

·~· windows on the first floor, one at each corner. On 

the second floor, ~ single four-over-four window is 

"'located to the right of the chi'.nncy. The lower window 

openings have queen closers on both jambs and are 

therefore original. The unper opening has 0ueen 

closers only on the right jamb. The brickwork is 

so~ewhat rough, and it is possible this opening wa~ 

originally smaller. 

The foundation on this wall has also had consider~ble 

repair, and it is clear that several courses have been 

replaced altogeth0r. 

·Of particular interest on this· gable i~ the treatment 

of the eaves. The front and rear cornice is terminated 
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7. 3 DESCRIP'I'ION 

a0ainst a corbeled brick stoo, quite similar to the 

eave detail at Pear Valley, an early 18th Century house. 

in Northanpton County, Virginia. Also of note is the 

distinct flare to the rnar eave at Walnut Grove. 

'fhe rear facade is similar to the front, with a 

door in the center bay closely flanked by larger 

nine-over-six windows. There is one six-over-six gable 

roof dorm0r in the center of the second floor. A 

one-story Victorian norch with turned pos~s and decorative 

brackets protects nest of the first floor. The box 

cornice on this facade has a crown mold but no bed 

mold. 

Thf~ southeast gable is partially covered by the 

later addition. There are no window or door openings 

in the exposPd ~ortion of this wall. A bulkhead 

entrance to the cellar is locatPd near the center, and 

has been incor~oratea into a 20th century porch. The 

rakeboards on this end of the house are early, though 

ryrohahly not oriqinal. 

The interior of thP original house consists of 

an unusual two roo1"!'\ nlnn, with the rooms arranged one 

behind the other. Th0 front room is larger -thRn 

the back room, and originally had a fireplace on the 
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center of the northwest wall flanked by a closet on 

the left and a cunboard on the right. This room was 

at one ti~e pan~led, but the woodwork and pan~ling 

was purchased during the Depression by the DuPont 

family, and installed in a house on Long Island. The 

fireplace was apnarently blocked off at that time. 

The stair to t~e second floor is located along 

the southe2st wall of the front roo~. It is of modern 

construction and is enclosed by a plaster wall. It 

is not known whether the early stair also went to 

Long Island, or was sim~ly in bad renair and replaced. 

The roon to the rear is £Maller, only nine feet 

wide and 22 feet long. There is a corner fire~lace 

in the south corner of the room. The chi~nP.y breast 

retains its early paneling and a simole mantel consisting 

of a board surround with a simple shelf supoorted by an 

ovolo Molding with fillets. 

There is a snall cupboard above the nantel, with 

paneled doors hung on wrought II-hinges. Vertical 

raised nanels are located on either side of tbe cuuboard 

an.0 on the sides of the chimney bre.ast. 'l'here is a 

single horizontal panel directly above the· cupboard. 

The paneling is terminated at the ceiling by a very 
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fine cornice with a complex crown mold and bed mold. 

The two exposed corner posts in this room have 

carefully dressed surfacPs and beaded edges, whereas 

the other exposed post, located in the closet to the 

left of the front fireplace, is left in the rough. 

On the second floor, there is a large slee9ing 

chamber that encompasses the northwestern half of the 

second story, with an unheated chambPr between the 

larger chamber and the stair. A hall runs from the 

stair to the larger room, with doors allowing access 

to the south chamber and to a small store room on the 

north side of the hall. The ~artition walls are 

constructed of vertical boards with molded ovolo 

edges. They are offset, similar to the second floor 

partitions at Great Hopes (UA-1) and the third floor 

partitions at Cloverfields (QA-2). 

The fireplace projects from the gable wall in 

the northwest room, and has a cupboard with raised 

panel doors hung on wrought H-hinges. A crown molding 

serves as an interior cornice around the chinney 

hr~ast, which is boxed-in but not paneled. 

Unfortunately there is no access ooint· to allow 

examination of either the ro_of construction or thr~ eaves. 
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7.6 DESCRIPTION 

The cellar plan. is similar to the first floor, 

with a brick nartition wall dividing it longitudinally 

into two roo~s. The chi~ney base in the front roan 

presently s~rves as a flue for the furnace. The 

opening that was blocked off was probably a fireplace, 

but nay also have been a recessed relieving arch. 

If this were the case, the furnace flue was formed 

by cutting a hole through into the fircpla.ce directly 

above on the first floor. This possibility is sup~orted 

by the fact that the fireplace above has been closed 

o£f and is no longer used. The general plan and 

appearance of this house, how~ver, strongly suggests 

that the cooking fireplace was originally located 

in the cellar. The rear chimney base is triangular 

in plan, with a recessed relieving arch. 

Dating evidence for the original house is relatively 

scant. The visible framing {in the cellar) consists 

of nit sawn and hewn ti8ber, and wrought nails are 

found consistently on all early fabric. The visible 

plaster lath is riven and secured with wrought nails. 

Th~t the house would predate m<lchine tGchnology is <l 

foregone conclusion, of course, but thi.s est;:iblishes 

,_.-. that some of the plaster and all of thP. second floor 
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partitions date to khe 18th century. The brick gable 

and the overall form of the house are the most useful 

evidence, both suggesting a date somewhere in the 

first or second auarter of the 18th century. The glazed 

chevrons, corbeled cornice stons and flared eaves 

are all features generally associated with the first half 

of the 18th century in Tidewater Maryland. The use of 

post-and-plank construction, if indeed such is the 

case, constitutes the only known example of this 

techni0ue in an early 18th century context. 

The addition to the southeast gable is offset from 

the main house, with the southwest facade set back 

almost seven feet from the front facade of the earlier 

building and the rear wall projecting a similar 

distance. This addition is of frane construction, 

one-and-one-half stories high and one room deen. 

The roof is a gambrel, and has been nushAd forward 

along half of the front facade to cover a 20th century 

porch. The early part of this wing appears to date 

to the second quarter of the 19th century, but has 

been coMnletely rPnovated, leaving no early fabric 

visible. 
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8 .1 S'l'A'l1EMEN'l1 OI? SIGNIFICANCE 

the second floor. Although no positively dateable 

evidence can be found to substantiate popular claims 

that this is the oldest house in the county, certainly 

it is among a select group of nerhaps a dozen buildings 

with legitimate claims to the first half of the 

18th century • 
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QA-110 Walnut Grove 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT) 
View from west 
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QA-110 Walnut Grove centreville vicinitY 
or1ando Ridout V, 1918 \Mi\~) · 
NW gable, camera facing SE 
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Qff-1/0 Photograph, American, 20th Century 

Johnston, Frances Benjamin 

WALNUT GROVE, Oueen Anne's County 
Maryland 

Bui It about 1683. 

Museum Purchase 

38.43 
Not to be reproduced without written permission from 

THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 

Baltimore, Maryland 21218 










