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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historic property is handsomely situated on the point where Tilgh-
man Creek joins the Chester River.

The present house has been so much altered that it i1s hard to tell what
it originally was. At the present time, the main block is in the Italianate
Villa style, three storeys high, and stuccoed, There is a wide overhanging
roof, with a cornice interrupted by elaborate dormers. This block is

approximately 45 - 50 feet square.

The main block is joined by #Ciwo-storey hypheng also stuccoed, with
narrow oval headed windows on the land sidey to a square brick building
which appears always to have been the kitchen. It is now three storeys in
height; although records indicate that the third storey was added by a
recent owner, It is painted the same gray color as the stuccoed sections.

There is also one small one-storey red brick building, about 20' x 12°*,

ing. It has three slit-like apertures with interior louvers, indicating
that it was used as a smokehouse.

They do not permit visits to the house.

The house was once surrounded by beautiful box terraces, but they have
been much neglected in recent years., The present generation of Tilghmen
owners come seldom to  The Hermitage, and would appear to be spending very

little on its upkeep.

on the same axis as the main house. This would seem to be an original build
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Hermitage has been the cradle of one of the most famous and publie
spirited of Maryland families, and has always remained in the possession
of the Tilghman family. One of the best known members was Matthew Tilghman
who was a delegste to the Continental Congress.,

400 acres were originally patented in 1659 to Richard Tilghman by Lord
Baltimore (Cecilius Calvert)s One 19th century account, although not too
reliable, states that "The 17th century house was rebuilt in 1859 after
having been partially burned in 1832." There are no available photographs,
or drawings, of the original house.

About the turn of the century, The Hermitage passed to a seventh gen-
eration collateral descendant of the Tilghmans, named Susan Williams. This
raiden lady had made the grand tour of Europe, so fashionable in those
days, and fell in love with Mediterranean architecture. Upon her return,
she transformed her ancestral home into an Italian villa, covering the
brick walls with stucco and adding a wide overhanging roof. She also
changed the fenestration on the ground floor.

Further svidence of her pre-occupation with European grandeur is the

fgczlthat she built a new stable close-by, modeled upon a Spanish royal
stable! ‘

Aside from the setting, the item of outstanding interest at The Hermit--
age today is the walled family graveyard, situated just beyond the house,
Here lies the first Richard Tilghman, who died on Jamuary 7, 1675, and
many of his distinguished deseendants.,
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He Co Torman - "Early Manor and Plantation Houses”

Oswald Tilghman -"History of Talbot County" - published in 1915

Frederick Emory -"Queen Ame's County, Maryland - Its Early History and
Development", published by the Maryland Historiecal
Society :

Everett B Wilson-"Marvland's Colonial Mansions and Other Early Houses"
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12.7STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFIC)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. *

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Keeper of The National Register

Date Date
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Spring/Summer 2003
Digital color photo on file at MHT
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QA-113 The Hermitage
Queenstown vicinity

Orlando Ridout V Dec. 1980
View from Northeast







QA-113 The Hermitage
Queenstown vicinity
orlando Ridout V Dec. 1980
Vview from South




