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My Lord's Gift 18th century
Queenstown vicinity

Private

\

The early house at My Lord's Gift was moved from
its original site in the 1930's and was replaced by

' a modern frame Colonial Revival house. As a result,

the early house is generally reported to have been
demolished, and the historic name is now associated
with the 20th century replacement. The early house
still stands, however, though in badly deteriorated
condition on an overgrown site to the southeast

of its original site. After it was moved, the old
dwelling underwent a number of modifications and was
converted into a tenant house, only to be abandoned
in the 1240's or early 1950's., After it was abandoned,
the stair and some interior trim was salvaged and
incorporated into a new house modeled on the originszl.
Despite all of these changes, the early house remains
more or less intact, and is of interest primarily

as an example of a moderate sized 18th century
dwelling with a center passage plan. Interesting
details included beaded "pilasters" in the west

room and the tilted false plate roof of the flanking
wings.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

My Lord's Gift was an original land grant
patented to Henry DeCoursey in the 17th century.
It is located on a neck of land formed between the
south branch of Queenstown Creek and the Chester
River. There were probably several early house
sites, but the location of the main house since
the 18th century has been on the south bank of the
Chester River. The house that presently stands
on this location is relatively new, however,
dating to the mid-1930's. At that time, the early
house was moved from the original site to its
present location on the south side of the road
leading down to Queenstown Creek. It is widely
believed that the old house is no longer standing,
perhaps in part due to Henry Forman's comment in

Marvland Architecture {(published in 1968), that

My Lord's Gift was destroyed. In view of the
present condition of the house, Forman's evaluation

wasreasonably accurate. In an earlier work,

Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Maryland,
Forman illustrated a floor plan and restored

front elevation of My Lord's Gift. Although the

basic form and plan of the main house have remained

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

intact since Forman's study was published in 1934,
several details are noted which have long since
disappeared.

At present, the early house consists of a
story-and-a~-half frame structure five bays long and
one room deep, with flush brick stove chimneys on
each gable end. Smaller story-and-a-half franme
wings extend from the east and west gables, and one
story frame porches extend across the north facade of
each wing, The house has been vacant for many years,
and is in a deteriorated state of preservation.

There is a door in the center bay on each facade,
flanked by pairs of large six-over-six windows. There
are two dormer wincdows on each facade, located between
the first and second bay and the fourth and f£ifth
bay. The doors and most window sash are missing.

The exterior of the building is covered with wood
shingles applied over earlier pléin horizontal
weatherboards. A plain box cornice is carried across
both facades, ©On the north side there is one section
of crown mold, but this has apparently been installed
upside down, while the remainder of the cornice is

finished with a plain angled board to serve as the
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crown mold. The dormers retain some early trim, as
well as the early bgéded flush siding in the peak of
each dormer. The gables are almost entirely covered
by the flanking wings, and are not interrupted by
windows.

The interior of the house has gone through
considerable alterations and has had virtually all
of the original detail removed. The floor plan in the
main house remains intact, however, and consists of
a center hall flanked by a single room on each side.
The stair was located in the north end of the hall,
but has been removed and is now incorporateé into a
modern house constructed on nearby Coursey's Point
in the 1950's., The door at the north end of the
hall, bélow the stair, is offset to the west, while
the south door was centered on the hall. The flanking
parlours are now guite bare, with stove chinneys
located where the fireplaces were, and plain plaster
walls with plain trim. These rooms were probably
once quite remarkable. Forman describes both rooms
as being panecled, and although that implies all four
walls in each room, only the gable walls appear to

have had paneling. Also surviving are a section

SRR,
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of the original chairrail, several pieces of baseboard,
and a pair of plain “"pilasters" in the west room.
All of this detail, as well as the original window

frames, have been covered up by a late alteration.

'
It is unclear when this occurred, but the major

task involved constructing new stud and plaster walls

inside the original walls, thus encasing the earlier

walls. Wherever the newer plaster has fallen, it is

possible to see the earlier walls, baseboard, and

chairrail still intact. The baseboard has an ovolo \
molding along the top edge, while the chairrail
consists of a fascia board with a similar molding

on both the top and bottom edge. A ghost in the paint
on the face of the fascia indicates that a strip

of molding was applied to the face, forming a
simplified bollection mold chairrail. The pnilasters g
are especially curious., They are located at the center
of the north and south walls of the west roon, and

run from floor to ceiling. They are built-up, using
three pieces of one-inch stock, and have full 3/4 vé
beads on both corners. They do not appear to serve

a structural purvose and are painted the same soft

“blue as the chairrail and baseboard.
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Very little else remains of the‘early interior.
A1l of the flooring has been stripped out, and the
second floor is completely devoid of detail, excent
for one piece of baseboard in the east room. The
second floor plan is identical to the first.

Both.the paneling and the stairway were salvaged
from the house, as well as several interior doors and
both exterior doors. The stairway and doors were used
in a house built on nearby Coursey's Point in the
1850's. This house bears a distinct resemblance to
My Lord's Gift, and was clearly meant to be a reasonably
accurate reproduction of the old house. The paneling
hés not yet been located.

The stair has a closed string carriage, with a
large triangular raised panel below. The newel is
sguare in section, with chamfered edges and lambs-
tongue stops.  The ballusters are also square, with a
molded railing. Snall patches of paint along the edge
of the raised panel are the same color of blue as
the trim that remains in the old house.

The front and rear doors have raised paneling
on the exterior face, but the interior face is

comprised of vertical beaded boards.
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Because of the derelict condition of the house
and the absence of tﬁe flooring, it is possible to see
most of the original framing. The sills are hewn,
while the joists are hewn and pit sawn and are
notched into the sills. The walls are constructed of
standard heavy tinber framing. The roof is of common
rafter construction, at a pitch of 50 degrees. The
rafters are secured at the ridge with a pegged mortise-
and-tenon joint, and rest on a heavy 4 x 4 false plate.
This is supported by the second floor joists, which are
notched over the wall top plate. Each rafter pair is
further reinforced by a collar beam that aléo serves
as a second floor ceiling joist. These are half-
dovetailed and pegged into the rafters. The second
floor joists may be gang-sawn, as they have very bold,
widely spaced but somewhat irregular saw marks on
all four sides.

The two flanking wings are also frame, two bays
wide and one-and--one-half stories high. They are the
same width as the main house, but are approximately
two feet lower at the ridge. |

At present, the cast wing has a door in the west

bay on the north facade with a six-over-six window
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immediately to the left of the door. ©On the gable

wall there is a six-over-six window at the extrene

north end of the wall and an exterior door at the

extremé south end. A six-over-six window 1s approximately
centered on the south wall. Single six-over-six

gable roof dormers are located near the center of

each facade on the second floor.

"The west wing is quite similar, with a door in
the extreme west bay on both facades, and one six-over-
six window immediately to the east of each door. A
single six-over-six window in the center of the west
gable is the only opening on that wall. One dormer
window on each facade wnrovides light for the second
floor.

Despite a number of differences Dbetween the two
wings, it would appear that they are actually a single
building that has been cut in two. The interior
framing has been heavily altered and to a large degree
replaced. The floor joists below the first floor of
the east wing and all of the first floor studs appear
to be later, while the sills, plates, and roof
construction appear to be original. The second floor

joists are hewn on all four sides in the east wing and
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are sawn in the west wing, however, so if they were

at one time the same building it must be assumed that
the alterations were truly extensive. The most
convincing piece of evidence is found in the construc-
tion of the roof. The rafters are riven and laid

"£lat", that is they are wider than they are deep.

More important, they are notched cover a heavy, tilted
false plate. Both of these features are generally
associated with relatively early buildings, and
surviving examples are extremely rare in Queen Anne's
County. The plates of the west wing have clearly

been cut, and there seems little doubt thaf the basic
frame of these two wings once formed a single building
approximately 26 feet long by 20 feet Qide. Evidently
they have been almost entirely rebuilt below the

first floor top plate.

Two early photographs of the house have been
located. These are in the possession of the Faulkner
family, who lived at My Lord's Gift from 1908 until
1328, One of these photographs shows a 3/4 view of
the house, with several interesting features clearly

visible. The most prominant of these is a two story

frame wing with a pitched roof that projects from
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the center of the facade, bearing a striking resemblance
to an early porch or stair tower. This wing was
apparently demolished when the house was moved, and no
framing evidence can be .found to suggest that it was
original. It must be assumed, therefore, that this

was not an early feature of the house.

The other detail of interest is the wing which
projects from one gable end of the main house. This
appears to be identical to the detached kitchen
illustrated by Forman, and clearly reinforced the
supposition that the early kitchen was cut in two when
the house was moved in the 1930's, and was converted

into smaller flanking wings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The early house at My Lord's Gift was moved
from its original site in the 1930's and was
replaced by a modern frame Colonial Revival house.
As a result the early house is generally reported to

o . have been demolished, and the historic name is now
associated with the 20th century house. The early
house still stands, however, though in badly
deteriorated condition on an overgrown site to
the southeast of the new house. After it was moved,
the.ola~dwelling underwent a number of modifica-
tions and was converted into a tenant house, only
to be abandoned in the 1940's or early 1950's.
After it was abandoned, the stair and some interior
trim was salvaged and incorporated into a new
house modeled on the original. Despite all of
these changes, the early house remains more or
less intact, and is of interest primarily as an

B example of a moderate-size 18th century dwelling

s with a center passage plan. The framing details

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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are all standard, but several unusual features survive
from the original inﬁerior. These were found buried
behind later plastef walls in the west room, and
include simple beaded "pilasters" on the side walls
and part of a simplified bollection mold chairrail.
Of equal importance to the main house are tﬁe
flanking wings. These apparently comprised a single
building originally, and probably served as a single
wing. When the house was moved, the old wing was
sawed in half and used to form the present flanking
wings. The roof is one of the few recorded examples
in Queen Anne's County having a tilted false éiate
with the rafters laid "flat" and notched over the
plate. The lower structure is somewhat unusual
on first inspection, with partially exposed wall
posts and plates, but closer inspection shows that
these are later insertions made up of one-inch

planks, and are not part of the original frame.
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