
Maryland Historical Trust 
,_ Maryland Inventory of 

Historic Properties Form 

1 . Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Wheatlands 

other 

2. Location 
street and number south side of US Rt. 50 

city, town Queenstown 

county Queen Anne's 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name multiple ownership (see Tax Map No. 59) 

Inventory No. QA-117 

_ not for publication 

L vicinity 

street and number tele~ hone 

city, town 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

city, town tax map 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 

state 

tax parcel 

___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Ownership 
__ public 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 

liber 

Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
__ structure 
_x_site 

_x_private 
__ both 

__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 

__ object 

__ defense 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

zip code 

folio 

tax ID number 

Rei;ource Count 
Cor tributing Noncontributing 

____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Nurnber of Contributing Resources 
prelfiously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

x_ altered 

Inventory No. 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

QA-117 

Wheatlands was located approximately one mile south of Queenstown overlooking the headwaters of the Back Wye River. The site 
is located just south of U.S. Route 50 and west of Sportsman Neck Road. 

This large 18th century house was demolished in the mid-20th century. The following description is based on the photograph, floor 
plan, and the brief notes recorded by Henry Chandlee Forman in his first book, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Maryland 
(privately printed, 1934). 

The main house was of frame construction, 2 Yz stories high, three bays wide and two rooms deep with a large brick interior chimney 
set off-center on the broad, pitched gable roof. The exterior of the house appears to have been relatively plain, based on Forman's 
photograph. The walls were sheathed with horizontal weatherboard siding, the cornice and rakeboards appear relatively simple. 

The interior consisted of a two part hall extending the full depth of the house across the east gable, with two large rooms to the west. 
The stair was located in the southeast comer of the rear hall, rising four stpes against the rear wall of the hall, then turning 90 degrees 
and continuing against the east gable wall. 

The front room, to the west of the hall, was a large formal room 21 feet wide and 26 feet deep, with a large fireplace centered on 
/' the rear or south wall. The fireplace was set into a chimney shared with the smaller room to the rear. An interior photograph taken by 

Forman illustrates the paneled fireplace wall of the living room (the southwest room on the first floor). 

Also evident in the Forman photograph and plan is a brick I Y2 story kitchen wing to the east of the main house. A brick piazza 
formed a terrace to the east of the house, extending out to the east wall of the wing. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
K.. 1700-1799 
K.. 1800-1899 
K.. 1900-1999 

2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_agriculture 
K.. archeology 
K.. architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. QA-117 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register ____ .not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Wheatlands was a relatively unusual house in overall form and plan. While the side passage double pile plan was relatively common 
in the Federal period, this appears to have been a relatively early example and exhibited a number of unusual features. These included 
a stair that ran from back to front in a rear stair hall, and an unusual interior chimney between the two west rooms. The overall 
proportions of the house are also relatively unusual, particularly the size and relationship of the interior rooms. It is interesting to note 
that the unequal size of the front and rear rooms is a feature often found in Georgian plan houses but rarely found in Federal houses. 
The interior view illustrated by Forman is convincing evidence of the high level of interior decoration. The kitchen wing was also 
worthy of note, particularly ifForrnan's conjectured room use was correct. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. QA-117 

Clapp, Elizabeth Fisk. Maryland Gardens and Houses. Barton-Gillet Co., Baltimore: 1938. 

Forman, Henry Chandlee. Early Manor and Plantation Houses ofMarvland. Privately printed, Easton: 1934. 

1 O. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale: 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society date February 25, 1981 

telephone 

Centreville state Maryland 21617 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST QA-117 

MAGI # 1801176204 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

,_ dNAME 

HISTORIC 

Wheat lands 
ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South side of U. S. Route 50 
CITY. !OWN 

Queenstown 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

X VICINITY OF 

STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X SITE 

_OBJECT 

X PRIVATE x_UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

" 40WNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Multiple ownership 
~TREET & NUMBER 

See Tax Map No. 59 
CITY, TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

&1REPRESENTATIONINEXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Queen Anne's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 'QA-1 t1 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_ U!?i,E2(PtOSEO x :>l. e 

_MOVED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wheatlands was located approximately one mile 

south of Queenstown overlooking the headwaters of 

the Ba.ck Wye River. The site is located just south 

of U. S. Route 50 and west of Sportsman Neck Road. 

This large 18th century house was demolished 

in the mid-20th century. The following description 

is based on the photograph, floor plan, and the 

brief notes recorded by Henry Chandlee Forman in 

his first book, Early Manor and Plantation Houses 

of Maryland (privately printed, 1934). 

The main house was of frame construction, 

2 1/2 stories high, three bays wide and two rooms 

deep with a large brick interior chimney set 

off-center in the broad, pitched gable roof. The 

DATE __ _ 

exterior of the house appears to have been relatively 

plain, based on Forman•s photograph. The walls 

were sheathed with horizontal weatherboard siding, 

the cornice and rakeboards appear relatively 

simple. 

The interior consisted of a two part hall 

extending the full depth of the house across the 

east gable, with two large rooms to the west. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

400-1499 X.4RCHEOLOGY-HISTOR!C _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-1500-1599 _AGP.ICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

r- 700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

- • 800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X1soo- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POUT1cs1GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Wheatlands was a relatively unusual house 

CJr+-111 

_RELIGION 

_SCiENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITAR!AN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

in overall form and plan. While the side passage 

double pile plan was relatively common in the 

Federa.l period, this appears to have been a 

relatively early example and exhibited a number 

of unusual features. These included a stair 

that ran from back to front in a rear stair hall, 

and an unusual interior chimney between the two 

west rooms. The overall proportions of the house 
f . 

are also relatively unusual, particularly the 

size and relationship of the interior rooms. 

It is interesting to note that the unequal size 

of the front and rear rooms is a feature of ten 

found in Georgian plan houses but rarely found 

in Federal houses. The interior view illustrated 

by Forman is convincing evidence of the high 

level of interior decoration. The kitchen wing 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Clapp, Elizabeth Fisk. Maryland Gardens and Houses 

Barton-Gillet Co., Baltimore: 1938. 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSMY 

lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

. D'ATE' , ' . ' 

2/25/81 
TELE'f'HONE' 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Armotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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