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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Thorpe Nesbit Farm, also known as Walsey, 

is located on the northeast side of Nesbit Road 

approximately 2 1/2 miles southwest of Queenstown and. 

two miles northeast of Grasonville. The house faces 

northeast to Walsey Creek with additional views of 

the Chester River to the north and·northwest. 

The main house on the Nesbit Farm was constructed 

in 1937-38. It is a large Colonial Revival house 

with many Federal details. 

The house is of brick construction, 2 1/2 

stories high, five bays wide, and two rooms deep, 

with paired exterior chimneys on each parapetted 

gable end. The roof is a pitched gable with a flat 

peak forming a deck with balustrades. A low, one 

story brick wing projects from the south gable wall. 

The front facade faces west toward Nesbit Road. 

The door is in the center bay, flanked by two large 

9/6 windows on each side. The center window on the 

second floor is a 6/6 flanked by 2/2 sidelights, 

with two regular 6/6 windows to north and south. 

There are three 6/6 pitched roof dormer windows 

on the third story. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The front door is framed with an elaborate Colonial 

Revival surround with molded pilasters supporting a 

se~rnental hood mold and an elaborately carved frieze. 

·The brickwork is laid in F-lemish bond 21bove a stucco 

foundation. A soldier-course belt.course is carried 

across the facade between the first and second story; 

the cornice is five-course corbeled brick. The window 

openings have splayed brick jack arches. The roof 

appears to be covered with asbestos shingles that imitate 

wood shingles. The.balustrade is a geometric Chinpendale 

pattern. 

The small, one story·wing covers part of the first 

story of the south gable. The center portion of the 

gable wall breaks out approximately 9 inches from the 

plane of the wall, similar to the gable ends of the Ridout 

House 1n Annapolis. There is a door in the west bay on 

the first floor and a large 9/6 window in the east bay. 

Large 6/6 windows are located in the east and west bays 

on the second floor and a p?ir of 6/6 windows arP centered 

between the chimneys. On the third floor, a single 6/6 

window with a segmentally arched lintel is centered 

between the chi~n~ys. The brickwork is Flemish hond 

with a soldier course belt-course, stucco foundation ~na 

parapet gables topped with a cement cap. 

The water-facad~, facing east, is virtually identical 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 
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to the west facade except that the first floor door is 

framed with large, ~u~t~ple pane sidelights and transom. 

On the north gable wall, there is a door to right 

of center and a single large 9/6 window in the east bay 

on the first floor. Three 6/6 windows are ranged across 

the.second floor and a single segmentally arched 6/6 

window is· centered on the third floor. In all other 

details this gable wall matches the south wall. A one 

story screen porch protects the center section.· 

The wing on the south gable is one story high and 

one room deep· with a low hip roo·f .. -

The interior of the main hous·e consists of a 

modified center passage Georgian plan._ Tbe .west ~ntrance 

opens into a ·large center stair passage. The stair rises 

against the north wall of thP passage~ The east end of 

the passage is partitioned to form a small "garden hall" 

overlooking the garden and the creek. There are two 

rooms on each side of the passage, with the east rooms 

larger than the west rooms. The interior woodwork is 

relatively simple except for the maritels, which are 

extremely fine Colonial Revival surrounds. The mantel 

in the northeast room (the living room) is p~rticularly 

fine, with a crossetted overmantel and a cove cornice 

across the center portion of the north wnll. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1937-38 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Stewart w. Pike 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The large brick house on the Nesbit farm known 

as 11 Walsey 11 is the finest Georgian Revival dwelling 

in the county. Constructed in 1937-38, the hou~e 

was designed by Stewart w. Pike, a Philadelphia 

architect. The original architectural plans for 

the building have survived. It is intere8ting to 

note that several minor changes were made after 

these drawings were prepared. The house is actually 

a combination of Colonial Revival and Feder.al in 

style, mixing parapeted gables with an elaborate 

Colonial Revival entrance surround and other period 

decoration. 
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Orlando Ridout v, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

Field Notebook QA-26; Recorded July 10, 1981. 

DATE 

10/6/81 
TELEPHONE 

STAiTE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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QA-118 Walsey 
Queenstown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Southeast 





QA-118 Walsey 
Queenstown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
West facade 
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QA-118 Walsey Farm 
House that preceded existing 
house 

Photo courtesy Phil Cooper 





QA-118 Walsey Farm 
House that preceded existing 

house 

Photo courtesy Phil Cooper 


