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The Eareckson House, constructed circa 1850, is a 2 Y-story, 5-bay, side-gable residence on the east side of Pier One Road on
Kent Island, south of US Route 50. The building is an I-house in form, constructed of brick laid in common bond. The roof is
wood shingled with an interior end brick chimney at either gable end. There are three gabled dormers in the main, southeast
elevation; there are two gabled dormers in the rear, northwest elevation. The dormers are early to mid-twentieth century
additions. Paint ghosts indicate the presence of a 2-story frame porch on both the front and rear elevations during the
nineteenth century, presumably removed in the twentieth century.

A 1-story twentieth- -century frame entrance porch with Greek Revival-style paired square pillars and roof balustrade occupies
the center bay of the main clevation. The wood panel door has a 3-light rectangular transom and is flanked by 4-light
rectangular sidelights. A wood panel door with a modern wrought iron security door occupies the central bay of the second
floor. Windows are 6/6 wooden, double-hung sash. Four-light attic gable lights are present in the northeast elevation. The
southwest gable elevation has two full-size bays on each floor. The center second-floor window has been removed in the rear
elevation and replaced by a hexagonal, oxeye window. The southwest gable elevation has two full-size bays on each floor.

A mid to late-twentieth century 1 Y4-story, 2-bay, frame, side-gable addition abuts the northeast gable end of the main house. A
1-story, frame, shed-roofed addition dating to the same time spans the rear elevation of the main house and its 1 %-story
addition. This 1-story addition provides an enclosed area, rear entrance vestibule with a wood panel door, and open porch
space. Like the main house, the additions have wood-shingled roofs, brick foundations, and 6/6 double-hung windows.
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A l-story, 1-bay, brick, front-gable, mid to late-nineteenth century outbuilding is located north of the main house. It is aligned
the same direction as the main house, with its wooden door in the southeast, gable elevation. Each of the remaining three
elevations has a boarded window bay.

In addition to the house and outbuilding, three late-twentieth century structures occupy the Eareckson House’s parcel of land.
Two 2-story, 2-bay, frame, side-gable structures are located north of the house, east-southeast of the outbuilding. Used as
office space, the structures are attached at their gable ends, with their main elevations facing southeast. A large 2 Y4-story, 3-
bay, frame, side gable residential-type office building is located west of the house. It has an integral garage and second floor
porch reached by exterior staircases.

The Eareckson House occupies a portion of a tract of land called Broad Creek, which was purchased by Roderick Eareckson in
1849. The house appears to have been constructed soon after this purchase. The parcel of land associated with the house has
been reduced to 3.10 acres.

The Eareckson House appears eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, as a representative
example of mid-nineteenth century rural residential architecture on Kent Island. Its simple form is similar to other mid-
nineteenth century Kent Island houses such as the Clayland Price House and Blue Bay Farm house, which in turn reflect the
influence of eighteenth century regional architecture. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted
indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the development of national, state, or local history.
Historic research also indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to
history, and consequently, it does not meet Criterion B. Finally, investigations have not been conducted to determine whether
the property has the potential to yield information important in history or pre-history, therefore, National Register Criterion D
cannot be evaluated at this time.

Prepared by: Megan McDonald/Anne Brockett Date Prepared: April 2002
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QA-125

Earekkson House mid-19th century
Stevensville vicinity

Private

The Eareckson House is typical of a house type
that enjoyed considerable populsrity in the second
quarter of the 19th century. The most recognizable
characteristics are the 2 1/2 story, five bay form
combined with center passage rlan and corbeled brick
cornice., This particular house is notable for its
exceptionally handsome curving stair and carefully
preserved interior woodwork. Probably constructed
circa 1850, the Eareckson House bears a number of
striking similarities to the brick house on the
nearby Clayland Price Farm, north of Stevensville
(Qa-221).
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E2 DESCRIPTION | | QA-25

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD —RUINS ‘ X _ALTERED ' __MOVED DATE

—FAIR

—UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Eareéckson House is located to the south
of U. S. Rt. 50/301 at the foot of the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge on Kent Island. After standing vacant
for several years, the house was renovated and now
serves as an office for a yacht broker.

The Eareckson House is of brick construction,
2 1/2 stories high, five bays wide, and one room

deep, with flush brick chimneys at each end of

a pitched gable roof. A one story frame addition

on the northeast gable is a modern replacement
of an early wing. An old photograph hanging in
the stairhall shows the southeast facade, including
the early wing. A two story bracketed Victorian
porch stretched across the facade of the main
house. The early wing was also 2 1/2 stories
high and had a plain two story porch. A two story
frame addition is partially visible in this
photograph on the northeast gable of the wing.

The principal facade of the main house faces
southeast., There is a door with sidelights and
transom in the center an flanked by two 6/6

windows on each side. The same pattern is repeated

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eareckson House is typical of a house
tyre that enjoyved considerable popularity in the
second guarter of the 19th century. The most
recognizable characteristics are the 2 1/2 story
five bay form combined with center hall plan
and corbeled brick cornice. This particular house

A is notable for its exceptionally handsome stair
and carefully preserved interior woodwork.
Probably constructed circa 1850, the Eareckson
House bears a number of striking similarities to
the house on the nearby Clayland Price Farm,

north of Stevensville (see QA-221).
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

on the second floor, with a nlain center door opening
onto the roof of a modern entrance porch. This door
onening apnears to be original, previously serving as
the door to the second story porch. Three pitched
roof 6/6 dormer windows are ranged across the third
floor. The brickwork is laid in six-course bond with
a corbeled two-course cornice. All of the door and
window ovenings have stone sills and splayed brick
jack arch lintels. Filled joist holes and paint
outlines are the only surviving evidence of the early
rorch.

The northeast gable is almost entirely covered
by the modern wing. The southeast wall is set back
apnroximately 18 inches from the front facade of the
house. A pair of four-light windows in the upper
gable are the only openings. On the southwest gable,
there are 6/6 windows flanking the chimney on the
first and second floor and no openings in the uoper
gable. The beaded rakeboards are modern replacements,

The three northeast bays on the first floor of
the rear facade have been covered by a modern shed
roof addition. The original fenestration consisted of

a2 center door with down-set 6/6 window above and two
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

6/6 windows to either side on each floor. The center
window on the second floor has been bricked un and
replaced with a small octagonal window, and the north-
east window on the first floor has been enlarged to
form a door into the lean-to addition., There are only
two dormers on this facade. The outline of a two story
porch is also visible on this facade. The original
door surround has survived on this facade, probably
due to the porch. This consists of a beaded broekn-
field fascia with a peaked lintel similar to the
Clayland Price Farm nearby (QA-221). The ghost of

a backband molding is visible, and was probably a
Victorian ogee similar to the backband on the window
frames,

The interior wmlan is a center hall with flanking
varlors. A handsome onen-string stair rises against
the northeast wall and turns in an open sviral at
the northwest end of the hall, continuing up to the
second floor without a landing. A simple continuous
rail begins in a tight, turned out spiral at the foot
of the stair and sweeps up to the second floor,
supported by a single delicated turned newel and

turned balusters. The stair ends are decorated with
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

scrolled brackets; the area below the lower portion of
the stair is maneled.

In the northeast parlor, there is an original
closet to the right of the fireplace and a door that
led to the wing to the left, This door has been
reworked and converted into a bookcase. The fireplace
in the southwest parlor is flanked by gable windows.
Both of the original mantels survive. They are
relatively simple, with plain wilasters and frieze
and wide, delicately molded shelves. The moldings
include ogee-astragal, flattened ogee, and Victorian
ogee profiles, all used together. The original base-
board and architrave trim has also survived throughout
the first floor. The architraves are "paneled" with
pairs of flattened-ogee panel molds surviving vertically
on either side of a narrow recessed panel. Bullseye
corner blocks terminate each corner, and a hroken-
field =ill piece runs horirontally below each window.
Molded nlaster bullseye medallions are centered in
each parlor ceiling, framing the ceiling light fixture.

The first floor plan is repeated on the scond
story without the usual additional room at the front

of the hall. This allows a door to open directly
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

from the second floor stair hall onto the porch.
The mantels in hoth second floor chambers match the
southwest mantel on the first floor. The architrave
moldings are simnplified versions of the first floor,
with a three-part rahbeted groove down the center
and no nanel molds,

On the third floor, the center stair hall is
flanked by A single unheated chamber on each side.
The architrave trim is simplified even further, with

a single rabbeted groove in the center.

Meat House

To the north of the house stands a brick meat
house 11 feet wide and 13 feet long. There is a door
centered in the soutﬁ gabhle wall and a small window
in each of the three remaining walls. The brickwork
is laid in common bond with a two-course corbeled

cornice,.
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QA-125 Earreckson House
Stevensville vicinity
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980

Southeast facade
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Earreckson House
Stevensville vicinity
Orlando Ridout VvV 1980
Northwest facade
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Interior stair





