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The brick building which forms the south end of 
the Centreville Furniture Store is a late IBth century 
dwelling house that has been heavily altered and 
adapted for commercial use. The original dwelling 
was two stories high with the gable turned to the street 
and a smaller detached brick wing or kitchen to the 
r*»ar. Later alterations have included a brick in-fill 
addition that joined the house and detached wing, and 
the conversion of the street facade to a store front 
in the Victorian period. 

The first floor interior has been opened up for 
commercial use and retains a turn-of-the-century tin 
ceiling. Tho second floor of the main house remains 
largely unchanged, however. Features worthy of note 
include the somewhat unusual plan of_the second floor, 
the early Federal trim and a number of fully fielded 
six-panel doors with evidence of original mahogany 
graining and stenciled inlay. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Centreville Furniture Store is located 

on the east side of North Commerce Street in 

Centreville, facing west to the Court House 

green. The furniture store encompasses three 

adjoining buildings. The southernmost of these 

buildings is the only structure of significance. 

This two story brick building was constructed in 

the last decade of the 18th century as a dwelling, 

and in the late 19th or early 20th century the 

first floor was opened up for commercial purposes 

while the second floor was converted into an 

apartment. 

This early dwelling is rectangular in plan 

with the gable end turned to the street. To 

the rear of the main building is a smaller 

detached brick wing. This building was later 

joined to the front section with a two story 

brick addition. 

The west gable of the main building, facing 

Commerce Street and the Court House, serves as 

the front facade. The first story of the street 

gable has been opened up to accommodate a large, 

three-part plate glass store front framed with 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The brick building which forms the south end 

of the Centreville Furniture Store is a late 

18th century dwelling house that has been heavily 

altered and adapted for commercial use. The 

original dwelling was two stories high with the 

gable turned to the street and a smaller detached 

brick wing or kitchen to the rear. Later altera­

tions have included a brick in-fill addition that 

joined the house and detached wing, and the 

conversion of the street facade to a store front 

in the Victorian period. 

The first floor interior has been opened up 

for commercial use and retains a turn-of-the-century 

tin ceiling. The second floor of the main house 

remains largely unchanged, however. Features 

worthy of note include the somewhat unusual plan 

of the second floor, the early Federal trim and 

a number of fully fielded six-panel doors with 

evidence of original mahogany graining and stenciled 

inlay. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

flat pilasters and a Victorian cornice. On the second 

story, two original windows have been bricked up and 

a semi-octagonal Victorian bay window inserted. A 

flush brick chimney that originally was centered on 

the gable has been removed, and the gable eaves are 

trimmed with a post-Civil War box cornice that returns 

at the corners. The surviving original brickwork on 

the second floor is laid in Flemish bond, and the 

original window openings have splayed jack arches. 

A two-course belt course crosses the gable at the 

second floor eave level. 

The first story of the north facade has been 

opened up to the adjoining one story building. The 

second story remains intact and overlooks the roof of 

the adjacent building. There are three 6/9 windows 

symmetrically ranged across the second story. The 

brickwork is three course bond. The south facade is 

covered by a later building on the adjoining lot. The 

rear or east gable wall is almost completely covered 

by a later two story addition. The roof of this 

addition is about two feet lower than the roof of the 

original building. A flush chimney centered on this 

gable has also been removed. 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

The smaller wing to the rear of the dwelling is 

also of brick. The south wall is laid in Flemish 

bond, the east gable in five-course common bond. 

Two large openings on the first floor of the south 

wall have been blocked up; two 6/6 windows survive 

on the second floor. On the east gable, a door in 

the north bay of the first story has been bricked up. 

Above the door, there is a 6/9 window, and to the left 

of center in the upper gable a 4/4 window has been 

blocked. The gable eaves are fitted with replaced 

rakeboards. On the south facade the eaves are finished 

with a box cornice. 

In the mid-19th century or later, several altera­

tions were undertaken. The detached wing was joined to 

the main building by a two story in-fill addition and 

the interior of the wing was reworked. It is unclear 

if these structural changes pre-date or coincide with 

the Victorian store front and bay window that were 

clearly added in the post-Civil War period. 

The first floor of the main dwelling was gutted 

and converted into commercial space. The only feature 

of interest is a decorative tin ceiling. On the 

second floor, the original floor plan evidently 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

remains largely intact, with a large room across the 

front or west end of the building and a side stairhall 

and a second chamber to the east. Original baseboard, 

chairrail,and ar :hitrave trim survives throughout the 

second floor, as well as the original six-panel Federal 

doors. These doors are now painted white but where 

the paint has chipped it is possible to see original 

mahogany graining with stenciled inlay. 

The rear wing and the later addition have been 

reworked and are of little architectural interest. 

A trap door in the ceiling of the second floor 

hall allows access to the attic and the roof. The roof 

of the main house is constructed of hewn and whip 

sawn common rafters set at a pitch of approximately 

35 degrees. The rafters are joined at the ridge with 

a pegged mortise-and-tenon joint. Evidence of original 

chimneys at each gable end can clearly be seen in both 

the framing and the brickwork, although the upper 

gable of the west wall was rebuilt when the bay window 

was added. A section of plaster in the southeast 

corner of this attic suggests the location of an 

early stair. The plaster is applied to riven lathing 

secured with machine nails. 
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7.4 DESCRIPTION 

From the attic of the later in-fill addition it is 

possible to see very clearly that the rear wing is 

early if not original. The west gable wall of the 

wing is an exterior wall, with a window opening 

complete with frame in the upper gable. This frame 

is of heavy, pegged construction and was fitted with 

fixed sash, now missing. The original roof framing 

of the wing has survived, but the floor levels have 

been changed and are framed with circular sawn timber. 
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QA-147 Centreville Furniture store 
Centreville, Maryland 
uriando Ridout V 1980 
Front gable wall, from west 





QA-147 Centreville Furniture Store 
Centreville, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Rear view from East 


