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The James Croney House is located on the 

west side of South Commerce Street in Centreville, 

1/2 block south of Water Street. 

This house was constructed in two separate 

stages. The original house, constructed in 1794-95, 

was 1 1/2 stories high, two bays wide, and two 

rooms deep, with paired chimneys at the north end 

of a pitched gable roof. It was later enlarged 

by the addition of a side stair hall on the south 

gable end and was raised to 2 1/2 stories. Other 

additions have been made to the rear. 

The front facade therefore consists of two 

parts: the north two bays representing the original 

building and the south bay and the upper story, 

representing the later addition. The original 

brickwork is laid in Flemish bond above a rounded 

water table and a three-course bond foundation; 

the brickwork of the addition is laid in common 

bond. The entrance is now located in the south 

bay on the first floor, recessed in a small 

vestibule. There are two large 2/2 windows to 

the right of the door. On the second floor there 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE QA-tSV 

PERIOD 

^-PREHISTORIC 

^ 4 0 0 1499 

— 1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

211700 1799 

X 1800-1899 

X 1 9 0 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

2LARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES C i r c a 1794 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The James Croney House is one of the earliest 

documented houses in the old part of Centreville. 

It is an excellent examole of the two room plan 

house that seems to have found considerable favor 

in Centreville in the early years of its growth. 

In the mid-19th century, the original story-and-

a-half, two room plan house was enlarged by the 

addition of a side stair hall on the south gable 

and by an added story. Further additions were 

made to the rear in more recent times. 

The original plan and the later growth of 

the house are the primary features of significance 

to this house, and it is interesting to note 

the similarities between this dwelling and a 

nearly identical house constructed about the same 

time by Croney on the adjoining lot to the south 

(now 120 South Commerce Street, QA-151). Details 

of particular interest include the projecting 
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