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James Marshall Farm 
Church Hill 
Private 

early 19th century 

The original brick house on the James Marshall 
farm is a good example of a relatively formal house 
type typical of the late 18th and early 19th century. 
Although the original interior was destroyed by fire 
in the late 19th century, the present interior includes 

. some good Victorian woodwork, highlighted by a pair 
of Eastlake doors with the original paint scheme 
intact. Also worthy of note are a timber frame meat 
house and dairy. 
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The James Marshall farm is located on the 

southeast corner of Flat Iron Square Road and 

Granny Branch Road, approximately one mile 

northwest of Price, Maryland. 

The house was constructed in two stages, 

and has been through at least one major renovation. 

The main house is brick, three bays wide and 

two-and-one-half stories high, with a flush brick 

chimney centered on each gable, and a one story 

porch across the south facade. A two-story frame 

wing extends from the west gable of the main house. 

Although the shell of the brick house clearly 

dates to the late 18th or early 19th century, it 

must either have burned or been completely gutted 

and renovated circa 1880. All windows and doors, 

roof framing, cornice, and interior woodwork date 

to the Victorian period, indicating a complete 

reconstruction was necessary. The frame wing, 

although rather plain, appears to date to the latter 

period. 

The main house is brick, laid in Flemish bond 

on a three-course common bond foundation. A two-course 

belt course laid in Flemish bond extends across 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

' 7.1 DESCRIPTION 

both facades: a plain, square-section watertable 

encircles all four sides of the house. The east 

gable has been stuccoed up to the second floor-eaves, 

and the upper gables at both ends are covered with 

horizontal weatherboard siding. The west gable is 

not stuccoed, but is almost entirely covered by the 

frame wing. The exposed brickwork is laid in three-

course common bond both above and below the watertable. 

The principal entrance is located in the center 

bay of the south facade. A wide door with elaborate 

Eastlake decoration set off in light and dark shades 

of brown is surmounted by a single-light transom, and 

flanked by large, two-over-two windows with modest 

peaked surrounds. On the second floor, three 

two-over-two windows are symmetrically ranged across 

the facade. There are two gable roof dormers on this 

facad~, placed in the east.and west bays, with the 

c·cnter bay omitted. 

On the east g~ble, there\is one two-over-two 
\ 

windo~ to the left of the chimriey on the first floor, 
\ 

and a pair of two-over-two windows flanking the 

chimney on the second floor. A pair of small windows 

flank the chimney in the upper gable. 
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7 •. 2 DESCRIPTION 

The rear facade faces north, and is identical 

to th~ south facade, except that the door lacks a transom, 

and is covered by an overhanging, shed roof door hood 

decorated with a ser~ated fascia board. There are 

three dormer windows on this facade. 

The west.gable is almost entireiy ·covered by the 

frame wing. The only openings are a pair of small 

windows flanking the chimney in the upper gable. -

A deep box cornice with crown mold and bed mold 

extends across both facades, returns at the gables, 

and is carried up the gable eaves. The roof is covered 

with asphault shingles. 

The interior of the main house is laid out in a 

center hall pla~, with a single room on either side 

of the hall. Ari open string stair rises along the 

west wall of the hall to a landing at the north end, 

then turns and r~ses to the second floor hall. 

Large turned newels and turned ballusters support a 

heavy railing. The stair ends are not decorated. 
\ 

Each parlour is heated by~ fireplace centered 
\ 

on the exterior gable wall. A door to the left of 

the fireplace in the west parlour allows access to 

the wing. Interior decoration consists of rather 
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simple Eastlake mantels, reeded window and door 

surrpunds with bullseye corner blocks, and a wide 

baseboard with a Victorian ogee molding. The interior 

four-panel doors are late, 19th century. 

The center hall floor plan is repeated on the 

second floor, but the west room has been partitioned 

long'i tudinally to allow a bathroom to be added. The 

trim is similar to the first floor, and the mante~s, 

though still Eastlake, are much simpler, consisting 

of unsupported shelves. An enclosed stair in the hall 

rises to the third floor. 

The center hall plan has remained unaltered on 

the.third floor. The rooms are finished with plaster, 

but were apparently never heated, as there is no 

evidence of stove_flues in the chimneys. Batten 

doors are used on this floor, secured with Eastlake 

latches. 

The frame wing was probably built at the same 

time the major renovation of the earlier house was 
. \ 

undertaken. It is very plain in appearance, with an 

asymmetrical fenestration pattern. It rests on a 
\ 

three-course common bond foundation which is not keyed 

into the main house. The exterior is covered with 
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wood shingles, the roof is tin. A brick interior 

stove chimney is centered on the west gable. 

The interior consists of two rooms on each floor, 

with an enclosed stair sandwiched between the two 

first floor rooms. A trap door in the floor of the 

east room leads down a steep ladder-stair to a small 

cellar, presentl~ used as'a utility room. 
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7.5 DESCRIPTION 

Smokehouse 

Located to the rear of the house, this building 

is twelve feet square, with· a steeply pitched gable 

roof ·covered with weathered wood shingles. The doo,r 

is centered in the south gable. Set on concrete 

blocks, it has a standard heavy timber frame, with 

machine sawn corner posts mortised into heavy hewn 

sills and reinforced with two downbraces at each 

corner. The walls are ·framed with machine sawn studs 

mortised top and bottom on two foot ce.1ters. ·The 

top_ plates are machine sawn, and support machine 

sawn joists and gable plates. These are notched 

over the facade plates, and support a flat false 

plate. The common rafter roof consists of four 

pairs of raf~ers-resting on the false plates and 

·secured at the ridge with a pegged mortise and tenon 

joint. There are two sets of collars, these are 

half-1apped into the rafters. The ,lower set of 

collars are secured with pegs and machine nails, 

the upper set are secured only\with nails. Wide 
\ 

plank flooring is set on joists laid parallel to 

the gable. The door is constructed of random width 

urtbead~d boards secured to three beveled battens. 
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7. 6 DESCRU'TION 

The door is hung on large wrought strap hinges set 

on iron pintels. The consistent use of machine sawn 

timber and machine nails suggests a mid-nineteenth 

century date for this building. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

, ' 
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Dairy 

QA-16 

To the west of the house there is a small frame 

dairy building with an overhanging pyramidal i;oof. 

The building is eight feet square,· with the roof 

projecting about two feet on each side. The door is 

·located in the center of the east wall, there are 

louvered window openings on each of the other three 

walls. The exterior is covered·with wide, horizontal 

beaded flush siding, secured with machine nails. 

The cornerboards are plain. The rafters are left 

exposed under the eave, with a fascia board nailed 

across the rafter ends. The roof is covered with wood 

shingles. The stub of a decorative finial remains 

at the peak of the roof. The interior of the dairy 

is sheathed with narrow vertical beaded boards. 

The floor consists of a concrete slab. 
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The original brick house at the Marshall farm 

is a good example of a relatively formal house-

t¥pe typical of the late 18th and early 19th 

century. Although the original interior is gone, 

apparently destroyed by fire, the present interior 

includes some good Victorian woodwork, highlighted 

by a pair of Eastlake doors with the original two-

tone paint scheme intact. 

There are two outbuildings of particular 

interest. The smokehouse is typical of a form 

common throughout the 18th and the first half of the 

19th century. The dairy, with its de~ply over-

hung pyramidal roof, is also a common form 

found in this region, and retains its original 

and somewhat unusual beaded flush siding. A 

number of other farm buildings remain, including 

a well-preserved late 19th century granary. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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