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Hunt Oil Company Farm 
Ruthsburg 
Private 

, ... 

circa 1840-60, 
late 19th century 

The farmhouse on the Hunt Oil Company Farm is a 
plain two story I house with a cross gable in the center 
bay, typical of hundreds of other late 19th and 20th 
century houses in this area. The rear wing, however, 
is an earlier story-and-a-half building dating to circa 
1840-60. It was probably originally constructed as a 

.simple hall-parlor dwelling house and was later adapted 
as a kitchen wing for the large I house. The early 
exterior architrave trim and beaded box cornice on the 
east facade are the only surviving decorative details. 
The interior has been renovated, leaving little evidence 
of original fabric. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hunt Oil Company Farm adjoins the southwest 

side of Ruthsburg, between Maryland Routes 304 and 

481. A driveway leads in to the farm from Route 

304. A large, two story frame house, dating to 

circa 1900, faces north down the driveway. To the 

rear of the main house is a small 1 1/2 story frame 

wing. This building is earlier than the main 

house, probably dating to circa 1840-60. 

The principal facade of the wing faces west, 

with a door in the center bay of the first floor 

flanked by a single 6/6 window on each side. There 

are two 6/6 dormer windows on the second floor. 

Modern asbestos siding covers the entire building, 

and a one story lean-to porch stretches across the 

west facade. 

A flush brick chimney is centered on the south 

gable wall, flanked by two large 6/6 windows on 

the first floor and two small 2/2 windows in the 

upper gable. 

The rear facade has been covered by a one 

story lean-to addition. There is a door in the 

center, opening into the lean-to, flanked by one 

6/6 window on each side. Early window fra.mes 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-189 

and beaded fascia of the box cornice survive intact. 

The north gable is completely covered by the 

later house. 

The first floor interior has been opened up into 

one large room; no early detail has survived. The 

second floor is divided into two rooms with plastered 

walls and ceiling on machine lath with machine nails. 

A seam in the floor near the south gable wall may 

mark the location of a chimney and the original interior 

stairs. There is no early detail of any significance 

visible on the second floor. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The farmhouse on the Hunt Oil Company Farm 

is a plain two story I house with a cross gable 

in the center bay, typical of hundreds of other 

late 19th and 20th century houses in this area. 

The rear wing, however, is an earlier story-and-

a-half building dating to circa 1840-60. It was 

probably originally constructed as a simple 

hall-parlor dw~lling house and was later adapted 
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as a kitchen wing for the large I house. The early 

exterior architrave trim and beaded box cornice 

on the east facade are the only surviving decorative 

details. The interior has been renovated, leaving 

little evidence of original fabric. 
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Field Notebook QA-XX; Recorded October 27, 1980. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplemente 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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QA-189 House on Hunt Oil Co . Farm 
Ruthsburg vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Front addition from Northeast 





QA-189 House on Hunt Oil Co. Farm 
Ruthsburg vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Rear wing from Southwest 
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