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~18-Weter—Street- 118 W. Water Street early 19th century
Centreville

Private

This small frame building on Water Street is a rare
example of a combined shop and dwelling, exhibiting
a plan form that may have once been relatively common,
but has all but disappeared in Tidewater Maryland.
The shop consisted of a single unheated room facing
the street on the main floor, while the rear of the
main floor and both the second floor and cellar were

used as a dwelling.



QA-194
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST |

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC
Connolly House
AND/OR COMMON

— - —ereer—Shreet
BALOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
(North side of Water Street) 118 W. Water Street
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Centreville — VICINITY OF
— T COUNTY
Maryland Queen Anne's
EXCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _0CcuUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDINGIS) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_ __NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
PJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Allan L. Goldstein Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
P.0O. Box 328
CITY,. TOWN STATE, zip code
Centreville ____ VICINITY OF Maryland 21617
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION riber #: CWC 134

COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 73
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Queen Anne's County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN TATE
- Centreville sMary].amd 21617
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




K4 pESCR

—EXCELLENT
X_GOOoD
—FAIR

IPTION QALY

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED x_OﬂleNAL SITE

—RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—UNEXPOSED

CONTINUE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This small, frame house is located on the north

side of Water Street just east of Liberty Street.
It is one-and-one-half stories high, with a gable
roof and a large, flush brick chimney centered on
the north gable. The south gable facade faces the
street, and the house has two entrances, one
centered on the street gable, the other on the east
facade, facing a small side yard. Both the interior
rlan and the exterior fenestration suggest that
this building was originally used as a combination
store or office and dwelling. The store was

located in the front room, and was entered through

O

the gable door facing the street, while the rear
of the house, the cellar, and the second floor all
served as living quarters.

Although the general form of the house has
changed very little, a number of details have been
altered, as illustrated by comparing the present
house with a photograph published in the

Centreville Observer on June 20, 1914. 1In that

photograph, the house has a single six-panel door
in the center of the gable facing Water Street,

with a six-over-six window in the upper gable.

ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small building on Water Street is a
rare example of a combined shop and dwelling,
dating to the second quarter of the 19th century.
The shop consisted of a single room facing the
street on the main floor, while the rear of the
main floor and both the cellar and the second
floor were used as a dwelling. One early
newspaper article suggests that there were once
two more buildings on Water Street identical to
this one, but these have disappeared, leaving

No. 118 as the only recorded example.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

The door on the east facade is covered by a small shed
roof addition that extends across the northern two
bays of that facade. The windows in'the two southern
bays are left exposed, and are six-over-six sash.
?here are two gable roof dormers on the east facade.
These have matching louvered shutters, which are closed,
but probably conceal_six—over—six windows. The siding
is plain horizontal weatherboarding, the rakeboards

are not taperéd. The box cornice has a simple crown
mold that returns across the soffit of the cornice

at the gable.

Several alterations have occurred since this
photograph was taken. The original six-panel door in
the gable has been replaced with a 20th century paneled
door. Large six-over-six windows have been cut in on
either side of the door, and two-over-two sash has
replaced the six-over-six in the upper gable and on the
east facade, the dormers now have shed roofs, and
one-over-one sash. Shingle si?ing had» been nailed
over the horizontal siding, bu€\$his was recently
removed by the present owner. Tﬁé‘shed roof addition

which covered the east door has also recently been

removed, leaving a smaller addition that projects

.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

from the north bay of the east facade. The original
exterior six-panel door with a four-light transom
remains intact on the east facade, where it was
protected by the later addition.

There is oné large six-over-six window on the
rear gable to the right of the chimney, and two
two-over-two windows on the west facade. These are
placed in the north and south bayé,_with the two
center bays omitted.

The interior was probably originally divided
into two rooms, much like a hall-parlour house except
that the south room had-a gable entrance and served
a commercial purpose. The first floor living space
apparently consisted of a single room, with a large
fireplace projecéihg into the room on the north
wall, and a narrow enclosed stair rising from the
'southeést corner of the room along the interior
pértition wall.

This room has subsequentig‘been divided into
three rooms, and the fireplace ﬁas been boxed in and
covered. The stair has been removed, and replaced by
a folding ladder-stair in the front room. No evidence
remains on the first floor of the origiﬁal trim and

interior finishiw_
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

The second floor is divided into two rooms by a
vertical beaded board partition, directly above the
first floor partition, The stair was located in the
southeast corﬁer of the north room, which was heated
by a small fireplace that has subsequently been
bricked up. A single beaded baseboard remains in
both rooms, and there is a very nice chairrail on the
south wall of the south room. The baseboard in the
north room has never beén painted,

The cellar is reached through a bulkhead entrance
to the left of the door on the east facade. It was
originally divided into two rooms by a vertical board
partition directly below the first floor partition.
This wall has been removed, but four vertical posts
remain, and the ﬁails that secured the boards to the
Iceiling joist are still visible. The two center posts
framed a door, and have beaded‘edges around the door
~opening. Iron pintels remain on one door jamb.

There is a fireplace in the north roonm, withlan
arched opening supported by an ;;on lintel. Evidently
this room served as a kitchen, asxfhere is an iron
trammel bar across the chimney throat behind and above

the arch.
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

The floor joists and the bottom face of the flooring
is whitewashed, indicating it was originally ekppsed.
Several pieces of hand split lathing remain in the
northeast corner of the north room, nailed to the
floorboards rather than the joists; There are
several cellar window openings that have been bricked
up, and based on these it would appea£ that the
exterior ground level has risen one to two feet since

tﬁe house was built.
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118 W. Water Street

Addenda, November 30, 1980.

This building was purchased by William Grovermann
in the summer of 1980. In October 1980 the roof was
stripped of shingles and sheathing, repaired, and
recovered. In the process of making this repair,
numerous nails were exposed that had previously been
concealed, The roof rafters were found to be secured
to the plates with large hand wrought spikes. Double-
struck, hand-headed machine nails were used throughout
the roof as framing nails. This reinforces documentary
evidence which conflicted with the proposed date of
circa 1820-40 for this building. A further search of
documentary sources should yield a more precise date,

probably in the period circa 1800-1820.
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