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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This frame house, known as Reward, originally
stood to the west of Melfield (QA-109) on Corsica
Neck. When John Raskob purchased Pioneer Point
in the 1930's, the house was scheduled for demolition,
but instead was moved to its present location
on a wooded site overlooking Corsica Creek. At
the time it was moved, brick nogging was removed
from the walls and the building was sawed in half.
Two replaced floor boards in the first floor hall
and a seam in the second floor mark the point where
the house was cut in two.

Reward is a 1 1/2 story frame house, four bays
wide and one room deep, with exterior brick chimneys
at either end of a gambrel roof. The northwest gable
end of the house has been extended one bay to
accommodate a modern kitchen, and a one story
frame addition extends from the northeast wall of
the kitchen.

The front facade faces southwest, away from
Corsica Creek. The entrance door is located in
the center, with one 6/6 window to the left and

two 6/6 windows to the right., Shed roof 6/6 dormers

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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- CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

are located directly above each first floor opening.
The double entrance doors are flanked by 2/2 side-
lights above raised panels with flattened ogee panel
molds typical of the 1840's, and are framed with an
architrave consisting of a cove-astragal backband
applied to a beaded and rabbeted fascia. This same
architrave is repeated on each of the first floor
windows and the northwest dormer. Identical moldings
are found on the windows of both additions. These are
evidently a result of careful copying by the carpenter
whé constructed the wings. The exterior weatherboard
siding, box cornice, and briék.foundation all date to
the circa 1940 restoration.

The northwest gable of the original house is
completely covered by the kitchen addition. The
exterior brick chimney on this gable and on the
southeast gable were rebuilt after the house was moved.
The southeast gable remains exposed but is uninter-
rupted by openings.

The northeast facade, faéing Corsica Creek, is
virtually identical to the front facade. The door is
located in the center, flanked by 2/2 sidelights.

There are two 6/6 windows to the left and one 6/6 to




QA-218

" CONTINUATION SHEET

7.2 DESCRIPTION

the right, with 6/6 shed dormers ranged across the
second floor directly above each first floor opening.
The southeast dormer on this facade has been refitted
with a jalosy door to allow a quick fire escape onto
the roof of a one story modern porch that stretches
across this side of the house.

The interior consists of a center passage plan
with flanking parlors. The stair rises against the
northwest wall of the passage, beginning as a tight
winder, then continuing against the wall in a sﬁraight
run to the second floor. It is an open string stair
with a large square-section.réeded newel, a plain
rail and tapered balusters with tiger maple graining.
The stair ends are decorated with scrolled brackets;
the area below the carriage is paneled with tall
vertical panels set with flattened ogee panel molds.

The southeast parlor is somewhat larger than the
northwest parlor. The mantel in thé'southeast parlor
is a large and ornate Federal surround with pairs of
delicate reeded columns flanking the opening and
supporting side blocks, a center block, and a molded
shelf, The side blocks and center block are decorated
with Adamesque sunburst gouge carving. The shelf is'

dominated by Federal moldings and a band of lozenge
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

reeding, and breaks forward above the sideblocks.
According to Mr, Middleton, the present owner, this
mantel was originally in the northwest parlor but was
switched to the more formal room.

The mantel in the northwest parlor is typical of
the Greek Revival period, with‘tapered half-columns
flanking the opening_and supporting a paneled frieze
and a bold shelf dominated by fléttened Greek ogee
moldings.

The window and door architraves throughout the
house are also typical of the Greek Revival period,
with bullseye corner blocks and "paneled" fascias
composed of opposing flattened ogee moldings separated
by a rabbeted fillet. The window architraves are
carried all the way to the flqor. Many of the doors
are fitted with metal Carpenter locks:

The second floor'plan has been altered, leaving
the original plan obscure. At present there is a
stair hall in the center,.a sleepiﬁg chamber to the
northwest and two bathrooms and a second chamber to
the southeast. Scars in the stair hall floor suggest
a possible partition location near the center of the

house, but supporting evidence is lacking. Significant
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

detail on the second floor includes a Greek Revival
mantel in the northwest chamber and door architraves
throughout the second floor.

A trap door in the hall leads to the loft. The
roof is constructed in.standard gambrél form, with the
upper rafter pairs supported by a flat curb plate
resting on the ceiling joists, which are secured to
the lower rafters with peggyed mortise-and-tenon joints.
The upper rafters are secured at the ridge with pegged
mortise;and—tenon joints, and are reinforced with
diagonal 1 x 3 braces surviving from the construction
of the house, These braces, as well as the flat curb
plates and the gable studs are all secured with wrought
nails, A hole in the northwest gable opens into the
attic of the kitchen addition, and alléws exémination
of early if not originél exterior siding. This
consists of wide beveled shiplap boards set flush
and nailed with wrought nails. Roﬁs of machine made
nails remain from a.later covering that has been
removed.

Dating evidence suggests an 18th century house
tha£ has been through one and possibly two major

renovations before it was moved and restored.
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QA-218

CONTINUATION SHEET

7.5 DESCRIPTION

The Federal mantel and trim may be original, suggesting
'a construction date of circa 1790-1815, or may be an
alteration that was followed circa 1830-1850 by a
nearly complete renovation in the Greek Reinal

period.
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Z£.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES : BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The old frame house known as Reward has a
relatively long and complex history, culminating
in a move of approximately two miles from Pioneer
Point to the present location. The house dates
to the 18th or very early 19th century and includes
excellent Federal and Greek Revival details.
o Of particular interest are the Federal mantel in

the southeast parlor and the Greek Revival mantels

and stair.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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QA-218 Middleton House, "Rewargw
Centreville vicinity

Orlando Ridout v 1980
Southwest facade
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QA-218 Middleton House, "Reward"
Centreville vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Northeast facade
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