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Woodbury, a 4-bay brick house dating from the second quarter of the 19th c. with a modem frmne addition and 2-story porch 
addition, is architecturally significant as embodying the design characteristics of 19th c. vernacular architecture, borrowed from 
both the Federal and Greek Revival styles. The house and granary are associated with the Hemsley family, important and 
prominent in the agricultural development of the area. 
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QA-227 
Marion Leaverton Farm 
Wye Mills, vicinity 
Private 

2nd quarter 19th century 

The ea~ly brick house on the Marion Leaverton 
farm is unique in form and plan among the vernacular 
buildings of Queen Anne's County. The basic side 
hall-single parlour plan is not unusual, but is not 
ordinarily found with a second parlour to the rear. 
This plan is used in conjunction with a temple form 
building, a feature generally associated with the 
Greek Revival period. Although the temple form is 
quite common in many areas, particularly in New York 
State and the northern Mid-West, it seems not to have 
gained favor on the Eastern Shore. The overall 
appearance of the exterior of this house can be 
compared with one other building in the county, 
Shipping Creek Plantation on Kent Island (QA-192). 
The interior of the house on the Leaverton farm has 
been modernized in some respects, but retains 
virtually all of the original in~erior trim, including 
all four original mantels. 
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Although the east gable facade of the original 

house was clearly intended as the principal facade, 

the fenestration and general organization of this 

wall are surprisingly understated. The entrance door 

was located in the extreme north corner on the first 

floor, with a single six-over-six window in the south 

bay, two six-over-six windows on the second floor, 

and a four-light window to the left of center in the 

upper gable. The· door has been bricked up, and the 

north window on the second floor, directly above the 

door, also shows evidence of alterations. A rowlock 

lintel course remains visible. about 18 inches above 

the present window opening, su9gesting an earlier door 

opening, which in turn suggests that there was once 

a two story porch on this facade, a feature often 

found on temple-form houses. The brickwork on this 

facade is laid in five-course bond, in contrast ~6 

the Flemish bond found on both the north and south 

facades. The use of common bond on a gable wall 

is not unusual in the late 18th and 19th century, 

but is unexpected on a house with a gable entrance. 

Perhaps this is further evidence that this facade was 

originally dominated by a porch. 
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The south facade is divided into two sections, 

with the western half set back about five feet and 

protected by a two story porch. The porch serves 

as the principal focus of this facade, wit~ a wide 

door in the left or west bay and a six-over-nine 

window in the right bay on the first floor. On the 

second floor, there is a somewhat smaller door in the 

left bay leading onto the upper porch, and a six~over­

six window in the right bay. A door has also been 

cut through in the east side wall of the porch, 

allowing direct access into the front parlour, but the 

larger west door now serves as the principal entrance 

to the original house. The east section of this facade, 

to the right of the porch, has two six-over-six 

windows on each floor. A single six-over-six pitched 

roof dormer window is centered. on the east section of 

the roof. The brickwork on this facade is laid in 

Flemish bond, with splayed brick jack arches above 

each opening, and a three-course corbeled brick cornice. 

The north facade is relatively plain by comparison, 

and the fenestration pattern is asymmetrical. There 

are only two windows on the first floor, a six-over-six 

in the center of the east half of the facade and a 
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larger six-over-nine in the center of the west section. 

There are four six-over-six windows ranged across the 

second floor and a single six-over-six pitched roof 

dormer in the center of the east section of the roof. 

The brickwork is Flemish bond, with a corbeled brick 

cornice. There is no seam between the east and west 

portions of the building so the west or "rear" section 

is clearly original. It is worth noting that the 

six-over-nine window on the first floor has a jack arch 

that differs from those found on the other windows, 

suggesting it may have been altered or added at a 

later date, but unfortunately the jambs are concealed 

behind fixed shutters, and the opening cannot be 

examined in detail. There are no seams belqw the 

opening, thus ruiing out an earlier door location. 

The interior, as previously stated, consists of 

a side hall-single parlour plan with a second parlour 

to the rear. The hall runs along the north wall 

of the house, and opens into both the front and rear 

parlours. The stair rises along the interior partition 

wall to a landing at the rear. It is an open string 

stair, with turned walnut newels, ~quare pine ballusters, 

and a mahogony rail. The stair en~s and carriage piece 
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are left undecorated, but the area below the carriage 

is finished with beaded vertical paneling. A puzzling 

feature of this hall was the original floor, which 

was one step lower than the two parlours. This has 

since been raised to the same level as the parlours, 

leaving no explanation for the original configuration. 

The front parlour was clearly the formal parlour, 

with the fireplace centered on the west wall, flank~d 

by original closets on each side. The left closet 

.~ was later converted to a "lobby entrance" when the 

door was cut through onto the south porch. The 

original mantel remains in place and is a very fine 

Federal surround, with reeded convex pilasters, oval 

sideblocks and center block, and a wide, complex 

molded mantel shelf that breaks forward above the 
• 

sideblocks. The original six-panel door remains 

on the right closet. A complex two-piece chairrail 

has survived in both east rooms, and a·molded base-

board remains on the stair. 

The rear parlour probably served as a dining 

room. The fireplace is located on the east wall, 

and retains the original mantel, though the lower 

part of the surround appears to have been cut off. 
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This is a relatively unusual mantel, with turned 

columns supporting projecting sideblocks and a heavily 

molded frieze below a complex molded shelf. The 

frieze is reminiscent of more subdued Greek Revival 

mantel details found elsewhere in the county, but is 

unusual for the boldness and detailing of the pattern. 

The large six-panel exterior door to the south porch 

is certainly original, with flattened ogee panel. 

molds typical of the second quarter of the 19th century. 

A second door on the center of the west wall leads to 

the modern addition, but both the panel molds and the 

architrave suggest this is an original door. It is 

hung on butt hinges marked .. Thoms Clark". 

The second floor plan is similar to the first 

floor, with an encfosed winder stair in the hall 

leading up to the attic. Original door architraves 

and one section of chairrail have survived in the hall, 

while all of the trim in the east chamber is original. 

In this room, the fireplace is located on the west 

.wall, flanked by original closets with six-panel doors. 

The mantel is Federal, with reeded convex pilasters, 

paneled side blocks, a plain frieze~ and a compl~x 

shelf that breaks forward above the side blocks. 
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The archit~ave backhand is a Gree~ ogee-astragal. 

·The west chamber is less formal, with a molded 

board fireplace surround flanked by a closet on the 

left with a beaded batten door and an alcove to the 

right. The chairrail and all of the architraves have 

survived intact in this room, and offer several 

clues of alterations. The door to the south porch 

has evidently been enlarged from a window, as the· 

architrave has a seam on each side at chairrail level. 

These are seams in the chairrail on each side of the 

room, perhaps suggesting evidence of a partition, but 

the plan argues against this possibility. There is 

·a door to the addition in the center of the west wall. 

The opening has an ogee-astragal architrave and is 

fitted with a beaded batten door. The architrave is 
; 

.identical to the corresponding door on the first floor, 

. implying that the earlier frame addition was added by 

the mid-19th century, if it was not original. 

The third floor is divided into two chambers, With 

the east half plastered and fitted with dormer windows, 

while the west half is left unfinished. The plaster 

in the.east chamber is laid against split lath secured 

with machine nails, but is probably an. early improvement 
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rather than an original feature, as the collar beams 

that form the ceiling are scabbed on to the rafters. 

The roof is of common rafter construction, set at a 

37-38 degree pitch and joined at the ridge with a 

pegged mortise-and-tenon joint. Small beaded batten 

doors hung on butt hinges allow access behind the 

knee walls on each side. A carefully constructed 

ladder-stair leads to a hatch in the roof. The . 

west half of tne.roof is unfinished, and the roof 

construction is readily visible. 
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The house clearly dates to the second quarter 

of the 19th century, and the combination of both 

Federal and Greek Revival details on the interior 

suggest a date of circa 1820-1840, with fur~her 

improvements made soon after the house was completed. 

A heavy timber frame granary dating to the 

second half of the 19th century lies to the 

northwest of the house. 
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