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Sudlersville Bank 1913
Sudlersville

The Sudlersville Bank was organized in 1904
and the present building was constructed in 1913.
This building is one of the earliest bank buildings
surviving in the county, and is virtually the only
commercial building of any distinction remaining
in Sudlersville. The pleasing architectural
composition combined with the prominent corner site
make this a keystone building at the center of
town,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sudlersville Bank is located on the
northeast corner of Maryland Routes 300 and 313,
in the center of Sudlersville. It is a relatively
small building, but both the massing and the stone
construction make it a fairly imposing structure.
Unfortunately, a new bank building is nearing
conpletion immediately to the east, and the old
bank is scheduled for demolition.

The old bank faces south, across Route 300,
but because of the corner site, there is a prominent
secondary entrance on the west facade, faciﬁg
Route 313, The building is constructed of

dressed ashlar with the faces of the blocks

‘left rough. The wall surfaces are relieved

by dividing each wall into three units, with the
corners expressed by breaking forward, and the
center éection of the wall recessed. Horizontal
unity is increased by a plain watertable near
ground level and a bold cornice about 18 inches-
below the top of the building. The top of the
walls are terminated by a flat stone dripcap.
The principal entrance is located in the

center of the recessed "panel” on the south
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7.1 RDESCRIPTION

facade, and is accentuated by an ornate crossetted

-

surround surmounted by a pediment and flanked by a
handséme wair of enéaged stone columns which in turn
sunpeort a carefully dressed stéme cornice. This
cornice is located directly above the door pediment,
and only extends across the recessed entrance area..
Abavé the stone cornice is a large semi-circular
loaaed glass window with a dressed stone extrados.
Tﬁe window is divided into three parts by vertical

mullions, and the leaded glass forms a radiating

Fh

£an of clear glass accentuated by a very simple
band of colorad glass. Directly above this window

is the b@ld wood cornice that encircles the building.

In the center of the upper wall, above the main cornice,

1]

ig a rectangular datestone, on which the date "1913¢

.The west facade, facing Route 313, is more
strained than the south facade. The wall surface
s also broken into three fields , with a large door
located in the center flarked by a single window on

each side. The door is set in an arched opening,

with a tripartite fan light transom above modern

33

double gla

e

@

ss doors. A bold wood hood-mold is avplied
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-vertical mullions.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

to the extrados cf the arch. Scrolled brackets below
the label-stops give the appearance of supporting the
hood mold. The windows on either side of the door

have dressed stone extrados, andé the openings are

divided into 6 lights by a horizontal style and two

The north facade is relatively sinmple, with a
sguare stone chimney rising at the center of the
recessed wall surface, flanked by a tall narrow
window on each éide. These have arched lintels, and
are divided intoufour lights by a vertical mullion

ce is carried

e

and a horizontal style., The wood corn

: 2

across this facad

(6]

, but stops against each side of
the chimney. The top of the wall is stepped upn to

1

meet the tep of the chimney shaft. On the east facade,

a single narrow window is located in the center of each

3

of the projecting walls at the corners, and three

center wall surface. Thése three windows have
arched openings and are divided into two lights by
a center mullion. |

The interiocr of the bank is hasically divided

into three areas, each serving a particular function,
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7.3 DESCRIPTICN

The north end of the building is reserved for offices
and work space, while the tellers and the vault are
locatéd in the center of the building against the
east wall. An L-shay public area ex tona aCross

the south end of the building and along, the south

end of the west wall. The tellers' windows are

£

arranged along an L-shaped counter facing this

£,

space. Due to the need for more office and secretarial
a second floor was added in the late 1950's

or 1960t's, This extends across the north end of the

]

nd proiects ocut over the tellers' counter,
This upper floor is not screened off from the lobby,
but is sinmply encleosed by a three foot partition.

The interior was at one time guite grand, but

P 13

le#ter renovations have softened.some of the immact.

The barrel vaulted ceiling still diswpnlays the
original decorative coffered tin at the south end of

tﬁe bui _l‘nq, witlh scuare columné and vilasters
with plaster TYonic capitals highlighting the scuth
door. This door 1is further embellished by a molded
crossetted architrave surnounted hy a broken nediment,

The west door 18 simple by compariscon, with a molded

architrave that follows the arched onening. Other




QA-232

CONTINUATION SHEE

7.4 DESCRIPTION

decoration consists of pilasters with Ionic cawnitals
aleng the side walls that support the roof trusses,
a heavy melded inﬁ@rior cornice, énﬁ molded baseboar
The tellers' counter and most of the remaindér of
tﬁe interior dates to the circa 1960 renovations.

The safe was nanufactured by Renmington and Sherman

Co., of IDew York, Philadelohia, and Doston.
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&1900 —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)
_—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1213 ‘ BUILDER/ARCHITECT Geovan Nozze {(builder)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sudlersville Bank was organized in 1904,
and the present building was constructed in 1913.
According to Paul Phillips' history of Sudlersville,
the contract was awarded on September 1, 1913, to
a Wilmington, Delaware contractor named Geovan
Nozze, for the sum of $11,333. The renovation
of the interior and the addition of the second
floor balcony occurred in 1965,

This building is one of the earliest bank
buildings remaining in the county, and is
virtually the only commercial building of any
distinction surviving in Sudlersville. The
pleasing architectural composition combined with
the prominent corner site make this a keystone
building at the center of town. The rough ashlar
construction contrasts nicely with the refined
colunns and the molded stone cecrnice on the
south facade. Further embellishment is provided

by the leaded fanlight abeove the south door, the

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMERT OF SIGNIFICANCE

dressed stone arches, and the bold wood cornice.
Much of the original interior remains intact. Of
particular interest are the harrel vault ceiling with

the original coffered tin finish, the Ionic pilasters

and the nedimented door surround.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE i COUNTY
STATE COUNTY .
FORM PREPARED BY
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Crlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 12/13/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
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Centreville Maryland 21617

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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