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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shea House is located on the east side
of South Liberty Street just north of Church Lane.

Constructed in two stages, the Shea House
is frame, 2 1/2 stories high, five bays wide and
two rooms deep. A broad flush brick chimney is
centered on the south gable, a modern exterior
chimney is centered on the north gable. The south
three bays, with the large gable chimney, comprise
the original section of the house,

The front facade faces west to Liberty Street.
The door is in the center bay, framed with sidelights
and transom and flanked by two 1/1 windows to the
south and two small 6/6 windows to the north. On
the second floor, there are 2/2 windows in the
center bay and the two south bays and 6/6 windows
in the two north bays. A cross gable on the center
of the facade was added after the house was enlarged
to five bays. A 6/6 window with louvered transom
in the center of the cross gable has been covered
by modern asbestos siding. A one story open porch
across the front facade dates to the early 20th

century.
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

On the south gable, a late 19th century bay window
with 1/1 sash and bracketed corners has been added to
the southwest corner on the first floor. Two modern
three-~-light windows have also been added Letween the
chimneys. On the second floor, there are 6/6 windows
to the extreme east and west. The two chimney stacks
corbel together in the attic and emerge as one chimney
at the ridge. A 4/4 window is located to the west of
the chimney in the upper gable.

On the rear facade, the first story is covered
by a one story porch, the north two bays of which are
enclosed. There is a door in the center bay and two
6/6 windows to the south. Five 6/6 windows are ranged
across the second floor. The center window is downset
over the stair landing. The windows in the two north
bays are smaller than the center and south windows.
There are no dormers.,

A modern exterior chimney rises at the center
of the north gable. On the first floor there is a
modern paired 6/6 window to the left and an early 6/6
window to the right. Single 6/6 windows flank the

chimney on the second floor and in the upper gable.

The entire house is covered with asbestos siding
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

and an asphault shingle roof. Tpe eaves are boxed in
with a plain cornice and on the north gable and the
front cross gable the box cornice returns at thé
corners and is carried up the gable eaves. The south
gable eaves are finished with plain tapered rakeboards.
The foundation under the south portion of the house
consists of a full ceilar, laid in three-course bond.
The north portion has a continuous foundation laid

in common bond.

When the house was enlarged two bays to the north,
the original side hall, double parlor plan was expanded
to a center hall Georgian plan. The two south rooms
serve as parlors, while the northeast room is now a
kitchen and the northeast room is the dining room,
Rebuilt chimneys project from the center of tﬁe gable
wall in each of the south rooms. Large door openings
open into these two rooms and into the dining room from
the center stair hall. The stair rises against the
north wall of the hall to a landing at the rear. It
is an open-string stair with turned newels, a plain
walnut rail, and square-section Eallusters. The stair
ends are decorated with scrolled brackets, and the area

below the carriage is paneled with flat recessed panels
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

with flattened ogee panel molds typical of circa
1840-1860. The only trim of note is a late 19th
century mantel in the southeast parlor and simﬁle
architrave trim from the same period.

The Georgian plan is repeated on the second floor,
with the addition of an original unheated chamber at
the west end of the sfair hall. The fireplace in the
southeast chamber has been rebuilt, the fireplace
in the southwest chamber has been blocked. Mid-19th
century paneled doors are the only early surviving
trim. Wide flooring remains in the north and south
chambers but has been covered in the hall.

The stair continues to the attic with a plain
carriage. The framing of the roof reinforces the
proposéd dating sequence. The attic is dividéd into
two sections above the ﬁorth wall of the hall. To
the south of this the roof is constructed of common
rafters half-lapped and nailed with machine nails at
the ridge and reinforced with light collars scabbed
onto the face of each rafter pair. The original gable
framing survives for both gablelwalls and the exterior
siding of the north gable remains in place, now serving

as a partition between the two attic rooms. This
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

siding hés beveled edges and 5 to 6 inch exposure,
secured with machine nails. An original 4/4 window
centered in this gable was removed and the opening
enlarged to form a door between the two sections of
the attic. The roof of the two north bays is framed
with wire nails. This portion of the house evidently
began as a lower wing, which was raised in the late
19th or early 20th century. The outline of the earlier,
lower roof is evident in the covered gable of the
original house. The cross gable on the front facade
is also framed with wire nails, and was undoubtedly
added when the wing was raised.

There is a full cellar under the original house.
The floor framing consists of heavy hewn sills and
machine sawn joists set parallel to the gable and
running the full depth of the house. These have been
reinforced with a later beam running parallel to the
ridge of the roof. A small fireplace in the southeast
chimney base has been blocked. There is an arched
recess in the southwest chimney base.

There is a crawl space under the north section.
It would appear that an earlier two story wing with

floor levels lower than the main house was torn down
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

around the turn of the century and rebuilt to conform

to the roofline of the original house.
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