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Wilson's Delight 
Crumpton 
Private 

18th century 

Wilson's Delight consists of a late 19th century 
11 I 11 house with an earlier building incorporated as a 
rear kitchen wing. This small building evidently 
dates to the 18th century, and was probably a one-room 
or two-room plan dwelling house. Details of particular 
interest include the winder stair enclosed with 
v~rtical feather edge paneling, exposed brick nogging 
in the closet under the stair, and several early doors 
hung on hand-wrought hinges. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wilson 1 s Delight is located on the north side 

of Maryland Route 544 between McGinnes and 

Crumpton. 

Built in two parts, the main house consists 

of a frame, two story, three bay 11 I-house 11 with a 

single flush brick chimney centered on each gable. 

With its decorative gable in the center of the 

front facade, bracketed cornice, and Victorian 

porch, this house is a typical example of a type 

that flourished in the rural Tidewater throughout 

the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

A small frame story-and-a-half wing projects 

from the rear of the house, and it is this building 

which is of primary interest. This wing predates 

the main house, and appears to have been a small 

dwelling house that was converted to use as a 

kitchen. It is unclear whether the building was 

always on its present location, or whether it was 

moved £rom a nearby site. 

In overall appearance, the exterior of this 

building seems relatively intact. There is a door 

in the north bay and a single six-over-six window 

in the south bay of each facade. Modern kitchen 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

windows have been cut into the center of the west 

facade and on either side of the stove chimney on 

the north gable. The east facade of the house is 

protected by a one-sto~y porch, and here the original 

beaded weatherboard siding remains in place. The west 

facade and the north gable are covered with modern 

wood shingles. The south gable, now concealed by the 

adjoining house, was covered with bev~led shiplap. 

siding. The inner face of this siding is visible 

in the closet under the stair. Unfortunately it is 

not· possible to ascertain whether this was exposed to 

the weather or served as sheathing, with beaded 

weatherboards nailed to it. 

The interior arrangement of the wing is difficult 

to interpret. At present, there is one large room, 

with a partition at the south end of the room screening 

off a door to the main house and enclosing a small 

pantry. There is a winder stair in the southwest 

corner of the room; this is en.closed ·by vertical 

paneling that is constructed of feather edged boards 

alternating with vertical styles embelished with molded 

edges. The door to the stair and a smaller door to a 

closet under the stair are paneled and hang on wrought 
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H-L hinges. The exterior door on the west facade and 

the door to the pantry are both batten doors, constructed 

of random width beaded boards secured to beveled 

battens. The ex~erior door.is hung on very large 

~rought H-L hinges, the pantry door is hung on wrought 

strap hinges. 

What is puzzling about the interior is the original 

configuration of the plan. The logical arrangement 

would divide the space into two rooms, with a passage 

along the north gable wall and a larger parlour 

heated by a fireplace on the center of the south gable 

wall. A second possibility is that it was always a 

· single room plan. The problem involves the relation­

ship of the two exterior doors, the stairway, and the 

location of the chimney. The logical location for a 

fireplace and chimney is on the center of the south 

·gable, but this would have conflicted with the closet 

under the stairs. Although the paneling enclosing 

the stair is generally associated with the 18th century, 

it has been facenailed in place with machine nails. 

The stairs themselves are also constructed with machine 

nails, so evidently they have been rebuilt using 

earlier materials. 
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It is also interesting to note that the top 

pla~es along both facade walls and the corner post 

in the southeast corner are exposed on the interior. 

This initially was th9ught to demonstrate that 

Wilson's Delight was a post-and-plank house, but 

normal heavy ·framing is visible in the.closet under 

the stair. This framing remains partially filled in 

with brick nogging, including one gl~zed brick. Also 

visible in this framing are a number of wrought nails, 

further evidence that at least the basic frame of 

this house is probably 18th century. 

The second floor consists of a single room with 

a low ceiling, lighted by a six-over-six window in 

the.northwest corner of the north gable. The ·roof is 

constructed of common rafters mitred and butted at 

the ridge, with lightweight collars that also serve 

as ceiling joists. 

Dating evidence for this building is both limited 

and inconclusive. The stair paneling, doors, hinges, 

and wrought nails are typical of the 18th century. 

The stair framing is definitely not eighteenth century, 

but could date to almost any part of the nin~teenth 

century. The roof framing is typical of the second 
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half of the nineteenth century and probably was 

cons~ructed when the building was joined to the 

larger house. It would appear, therefore, that the 

basic shell is an 18th century.building, and that at 

least one major renovation was undertaken in the 

nineteenth century and a second renova~ion occurred 

in the twentieth century. There is even one clue 

to suggest the original building was smaller than 

its present size. A seam in the top plate of both 

facade walls about five feet from the north gable 

may mean the original house was smaller, or it may 

be explained by a subsequent alteration or repair. 

It is unfortunate that more of the early fabric and 

framing is not visible, allowing a more complete 

analysis. 
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The rear wing of this house is the primary 

feature of architectural interest. The basic 

frame of the wing evidently dates to the 18th 

century, and was probably a one- or two-room 

plan dwelling house, adapted for use as a rear 

kitchen when the larger frame house was constructed 

in the latter half of the 19th century. The 

rear wing has been altered somewhat and little 

evidence remains exposed to aid in interpretation. 

Details of particular interest include the winder 

stair enclosed with vertical feather edge paneling, 

exposed brick nogging in the closet under the 

stair, and several early doors hung on hand-wrought 

hinges. 
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QA-25 Wilson ' s Delight 
Crumpton vicinity, Md . 
Michael o. Bourne, 1968 (MHT) 
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