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Crumpton's Chance is a small frame gambrel roof
dwelling constructed in the first half of the 19th
century. It is of interest in this study as a late

example of the use of the gambrel roof and also as

a very basic one room vernacular structure with little
or no original plaster to keep down the drafts. Its-
lack of brick foundation may be an indication of its
having been moved from elsewhere,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At the end of Harper Road in the Third District
stands a small frame dwelling covered with brown
shingle. The house stands on a tract called
Crumptons Chance. It is also referred to as the
William T. Shawn Farm in the present deed. |

The house is composed of three sections: a
two bay gambrel roof section, with a two bay, two
story wing on its east and another of equal size on
its north,

Most of the foundation is concrete block,
although small portions of brick can be seen
intermittently. On the south side of the gémbrel
section is a leanto screened porch on piers. There
is a door on the right side of the facade and’one
window with 1/1 sash. Two dormers with 4/4 sash
light the rooms above. The west gable has one
window with 1/1 sash, south of the chimney.

The east wing is two bays long, and the north
wing is also two bays, the latter having a window
and a door.

The plan consists of a kitchen and bath in the

north wing, a dining room and stair in the gambrel

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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section and a living room in the east wing. The stair

is enclosed between the: - two latter rooms. There are

no fireplaces remaining in the house, but each section

. ‘has a stone flue.

Of interest, due to its gambrel roof, is the fact

that the second story is divided into two small rooms

and the stair. The west room was being stripped of

its plaster so the structure was partly visible, All

 of the members and covering had been whitewashed

behind the sawn lath with plaster, indidatihgftpe rooms '
use prior.to being plastered. A section of board:
partition could be seen in the wall, équally'diviainé
the 2nd floor into two rooms. Also, a patch in the
floor in the southwest corner suggests an earlier}
winder stair. Of interest, too, is the existing
partition consisting of spaced boards (probably

taken from the original partition) with plaster lath

on the east side only and plaster on both sides of the
lath. This creates an appearanée similar to post and

plank construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Crumpton's Chance is a small frame gambrel roof
dwelling constructed in the first half of the 19th
century. It is of interest in this study as a
late example of the use ofvthe gambrel roof and
also as a very basic one room vernacular structure
with little or no original plaster to keep down
the drafts. Its lack of brick foundation may be
an indication of its having been moved from

elsewhere,
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ORGANIZATION DATE "7 7
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-~
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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