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Blue Bay Farm 
Stevensville vicinity 
Private 

circa 1760-90 

Blue Bay Farm is one of the most interesting 18th 
century houses on Kent Island. Probably constructed 
circa 1760-90, the house bears comparison with several 
other contemporary houses on Kent Island and in Annapolis. 
The header bond brickwork is only found in four other 
buildings in Queen Anne's County but was quite popular 
in Annapolis and Chestertown from the 1740's until the 
1780's. The unusual four room plan is also relatively 
unusual on the Eastern Shore. It may be compared with 
several other 18th century houses on Kent Island, and 
more significantly, with a group of houses in Annapolis, 
several of which also employ header bond brickwork. 
Much of the early interior woodwork also survives, 
including an extremely fine glass front cupboard, 
handsome fielded paneling, interior cornices and an 
unusual eight-panel exterior door. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

X..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Blue Bay Farm is located on the west side of 

Maryland Route 18 on Kent Island approximately two 

miles north of Stevensville. The house is sited 

near the bay shore and faces west and southwest 

across the Chesapeake Bay. 

The original house is of brick construction, 

two stories high, five bays wide and two rooms deep 

with flush brick chimneys at either end of the 

pitched gable roof. A two story wing projecting 

from the north gable wall is of frame construction 

with a 20th century brick veneer. 

The east facade, facing the road, serves today 

as the principal facade. The .front door with side

lights. an(i tran~om is locate(! ip the center bay 

flanked by two 6/6 windows on each side. Five 6/6 

windows are ranged across the second story: there are 

no do-r.mer windows. The. brickwork is laid in Flemish 

bond above a plain watertable. The house foundation 

is concealed by the foundation of a one story porch 

that stretches across this facade. A one-course 

belt course is almost entirely concealed by the porch 

roof. The eaves are boxed in and trimmed with a 

complex bed mold: the roof is covered with asphault 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

shingles. 

QA-270 

On the south gable wall, there are single 6/6 

windows in the west bay of the first and second story 

and two four-light windows flanking the chimney in the 

upper gable. A bulkhead cellar entrance is located in 

the east bay of the foundation. The brickwork is laid 

in three-course bond above a plain water table and English 

bond foundation. A one-course belt course stretches 

across the gable and turns the east corner but stops 

flush with the west facade. The rakeboards are modern 

replacements. 

The west facade fenestration is similar to the east 

facade except the first floor door lacks sidelights 

and a double door in the center bay of the second story 

opens onto the flat roof of a small entrance porch. The 

first floor door, architrave and five-light transom are 

all original. The brickwork on this facade is laid in 

all-header bond above a plain water table and English 

bond foundation. There is no belt course on this facade. 

The cornice and roof match the east facade. 

The majority of the north gable wall is concealed 

by the two story wing. The brickwork on this facade is 

laid in three-course bond above a plain water table and 

English bond foundation. The one-course belt course is 

also present on this gable. The rakeboards are replacements. 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 
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The wing is two stories high and three bays long. 

The west wall is set back approximately six feet from 

the west facade of the main house. The frame structure 

has been covered with a brick veneer. 

The interior plai of the main house has evidently 

been modified slightly. At present the first floor 

consists of three rooms; a rectangular stair hall to 

the southeast, a nearly square room with fireplace to 

the southwest, and a large rectangular room extending 

the full depth of the house to the north with a single 

fireplace centered on the north gable wall. A large 

triangular chimney base and interior partition wall in 

the north end of the cellar suggest that the north room 

was originally partitioned to form two smaller chambers 

with a shared chimney stack. This four room plan is 

virtually identical to Morgan's Enclosure (QA-169) and 

is similar to Cloverfields (QA-269), two brick houses 

on Kent Island dating to circa 1780. 

The southwest room is the most formal room on the 

first floor. The fireplace is on the south gable wall, 

flanked by a window on the right and an original built-in 

cupboard to the left. The cupboard is semi-circular 

in plan with a pair of arched doors with the original 

glass, wide muttons, and butterfly shelves. The 

cupboard is trimmed with a large cove architrave 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 
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molding with a small molded keystone. The lower cupboard 

doors are paneled and match the fielded paneling over 

the mantel. The mantel is a particularly handsome 

broken-field surround with an arched opening, and a simple 

shelf with a broad cove molding. This mantel covers the 

lower edge of the paneling and was probably added circa 

1790-1810. Early trim in this room includes a large, 

complex interior cornice, heavily molded architrave trim 

and an unusual paneled door on the west facade. This 

door is unusually wide and is paneled with two rows of 

three vertical fielded panels below a pair of horizontal 

panels at the top. The door is hung with three H-L 

hinges and is fitted with a large box lock with brass 

knob and fittings. The soffits and jambs of this door 

opening and the door to the north room are paneled. 

Other trim includes a one-piece chairrail and later 

rabbeted baseboard. 

The north room originally consisted of a pair of 

smaller chambers with a shared triangular chimney. The 

chimney and partition have been removed and replaced 

with a more conventional fireplace centered on the north 

gable wall. The fielded paneling in this room may have 

been reused from one or both of the smaller chambers. 

The mantel in this room is a simple 19th century board 

surround with a cove molding below a simple shelf. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.4 DESCRIPTION 
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The interior cornice in this room breaks forward above 

the windows. The cornice appears to be original on the 

facade walls and has been skillfully pieced in on the 

north and south walls. The rabbeted baseboard dates to 

the mid-19th century. 

The second floor is quite unusual. An L-shaped 

hall extends through the center of the house from west 

to east and across the south end of the east facade to 

the stair. There are three chambers on this floor, one 

to the southwest and two smaller chambers to the north. 

The southwest chamber is the largest and most formal of 

the three. It is heated by a small fireplace on the 

south gable wall. The chimney breast is boxed in with 

handsome fielded paneling and the fireplace is flanked 

on the left by a closet with fielded four-panel door on 

H-L hinges and on the right by a small cupboard in the 

cheek wall of the chimney breast. The fielded six-panel 

doors to the southwest chamber and the northwest chamber 

are hung on H-L hinges and molded baseboard survives 

in the hall and both west rooms. The two north chambers 

are not heated, though original fireplaces were probably 

removed when the original triangular stack was altered. 

The partition between these two rooms is no longer 

supported from below and has been reinforced by running 

tie rods up to the attic and "hanging" the second floor 

partition from above. 
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X-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QTHER (SPECIFY) 

__ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Blue Bay Farm is one of the most interesting 

18th century houses on Kent Island. Probably 

constructed circa 1760-90, the house bears comparison 

with several other contemporary houses on Kent 

Island and in Annapolis. The header bond brickwork 

is only found in four other buildings in Queen 

Anne•s County but was quite popular in Annapolis 

and Chestertown from the 1740's until the 1780's. 

The unusual four room plan is' also relatively· 

unusua"l. ·on' the Eastern Shore·.- · I-t- may bee compared.-,

with several other 18th century houses on Kent 

Island- and, more significantly, with a group of 

houses in Annapolis,, ·se.veral· of which also employ-

header bond brickwork. Much of the early interior 

woodwork also survives, including an extremely 

fine glass front cupboard, handsome fielded 

paneling, interior cornices and an unusual eight-

panel exterior door. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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7. Description Survey No. QA-270 

Condition 
~excellent ·
_good 

:.:. '" •· deteriorated 
_ruins 

Check one 
_unaltered 
_K_ altered 

. c~~~;;;::; .;.. h:1fi lr.:cl11J5\~~t~WliX1~'~?' 
_moved date of move 

__ fair __ unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
·variOui:;'"'''elerrierits -,_as if·-·'exists··today~" -- .,, ... ,, .. , --.... ,.,.,,,w.. ..,,. .. "."''"''''··"'' ,. , -'·~~,, .• ,,,;·:"''"-·"•r"'''' 

'( 'j'' ·:;~,, ;,~:,(:· .di-;; __ .j;_,,.x", _- _ . ~~~~~~\~-!;·~r ,~ 
>Y'-'W-'1.-'\-Ni',., ""!~>)",1<o<.,,<.;'~'l"~,·~i~V\r\~;.;;;,t;:r•~.-;"-t-'~·,,-y~l.$f ;'i.A<•''"' "'-''~'""''>-,•>.0:;4.r}~ "\0'';)1.,•Z,·4'~_,..,.t'},·~-•-' 1'!;j' I •<-..• ,-.,,-..,,.~_,,~,~~·"·"~" ~'.;l! ';JI" -~'''°" ·;~ ,. ~· ' • .,.,. .:,>;f.''"" '/;l\c' • ~ ' " · " · > ~ "" ' • • ' ' ' ' 

, - • :-, :'_' -. ~ ·".~. i > ~ "~"'-: ."·-·- ~~ ·:-.:" ':::~~-- ,. .... --; _-.: , __ -,, .• .. -.,~ ... ·(· , :·~,,,~~ :'~"'t,~:r':': ~-~r:::~~,·<"''-~"'""" <>"a;---~:~--~ , ::.;~_· -~:1"- ~'·?''". ~ .. -~:':-~~:·:'.'."~t~L~~:·::·;:r:~?P~~7t~~'.:~~::"3 . t 
.. ·. _.,. , '·.~. -:·:~:~~----·~-:~.;~~:?i~f:·-.~-.:. _, ,,.·, .. :",,. -1 ~ .. ' -~--- -- L ·--~-

~"-·-: ·-::":-? ·r t;~J -;-~ -~· ~ .. - . 

Bl~e Bay Farm s lo~ated ori:~~~"~~~:f-;~I~~T~T1~l;1~~~'.}7'~--.~-' 
•"<'""',,. .... ,,~-·"''"--'"'"''""'·---Route :.:18 on -Kent-"·Island approximately~rt;wo ;Jniles :.norti:Lo:f.;~::,:':'.~:~'.21 , 

Stevensville. LThe house is sited near ,the bay/shore,andf ·'iz''' . 
""·'"-'"''""'WW,~•~·-"'···"'""'·'faces -west ,and-·southwes't ~lcross ,the, Che~apeake ·:aa'y'.L-~;;:;;:,;~;'.:,;:;~-,,,;~,(-~:.,:~~:. 

• ;: " . :. . ~ ~ ~~ ~·~·' ~~:1-~·?}~i~~:~:~~;~;~:/~&~~:;.,~:.~1:·$~{;~?~-~ft}-.~~< ;" ~c." ,.' ~' « .-\ :·~':'·-~~--:~ ,~:" ":·~ ~- 'c 

original .house. s _of·, brick ~constr.uction,"~"two ri- ~'''-'~:a 
storie~ high, t,ive bays wide and two rooms deep with flush 
brick 'chimneys :at :el the'r eri.d of. the pitched gablE(-roof •,- A'' 7::/ 

two story wing projecting from the ,north gable wall is of 

,.,,,.,~.,,,,.~ ........ , . .,;,,~~"'"~'"'-*':~·-·'='""'"'l'he, .east,.f aca~~, ~facing J;he road, :~s:~r~ves·.:::t;p«:l,ay "as .}he.,:.,.:.····'.'::. · 
, · . ,,,\Principal .. ~'"Ja~.a<ie .. , •. ,,The ,· •. fr.ont..J~9orC,wi th .,s~,~~_Jjghj::s ,and;,,,,,i;·:J-;,,-~;, • 
nll.lfl~~t:tt:,transom ~;is't;l9cated 'in the~;;.center_,'.bay ,,flanked ('by;J~wo ; 6/6.xJ}; ' ,, . 

' . :.j'iE~t.i~cwindows ;on,·each side. Five,;6(6.window~_-are ranged ~c:r:;-oss .. •,t-J 
· llli:Jl't~{>u,~1 ~'f.t".111:-::,>the ; second ·,~story; ·:there ~ fir'e ~tno · dormer ,'windows.· : -.:\ The):1·:; · 

'·,.,',. :~H~1;;ilf~i:~brickwork Ts laid in Flemish, b'ond above a •p'la'inwate'r·table. '':'s:,< 
, ,, , , :i~:\1}t:s;;ii~~~~The hou~re-·fouridation is 'conc'ealed by .the· f oundatiOnof a one:t:r'.,, 

,,,;,+lii>!~"il~Ht>_:i ., Story porch 1:tha t ·· S tretthe S ';,aero SS . th'fs~~f ad~de::J~;'·'.A one..:: ,''',,,,, 
· , , ___ .'·~~~tho·,.. ·,··b 1-·t~·:-t~~J..t~•·, . ·-.-_ .. .. _:.· 1 . - ti;;.::·r t• -. ·1 .. ,~~}-~:t!?,_}_; __ .~.\~, .. ~-".::-. l":-~:~~-·"·:,....._ th 
,,._,,'"~'"''W"'t'"".'~;;~,.,,,,,;course~.~ e ~ .. pourse,.,,l.s_,~,a mos :,,en ire y~,conce~ eu;;;,µy"'• .. ' e,".. _,,~·-

.. (s13'!l~;,,o .{r~. J;?9X:£h;l;t~.oJ ~.t~i!h~",, ~~ye~··"~~F~,,~pgxe~ Ji.~.~~,A~:~;t~i~~9~~f~!~t1 .. ~~:j· •y•~:r :<· 
""·""-~"""~·""""'~~.;;t;;;.::;~,.complex~ed,,"~mold;~ .. ,.,l',the'""'~roof;~is·:;,,_;covere¢1 "'~''wi"th;~~asphalt''. .• ~;:_.~,;.,, .. · 

. ··, •,,·· ··,. ,.<. . 'On the south gable wall, there are.single.6/6 windows; • . 
··--~-- .. __ ... -~-".;~;_in thEf)/est 1 bay .ot,the .f_irst and sec::ond,_story_aI1c:lJW<> f:gt'.t:c:=:::~~:.::~·~1 ~~'t' 

. .. light windows flanking the chimney inthe,upper_gable.· -«A.'' 
bulkhead ·~ellar ent:r-anC:e !s lc:>cated in _the ea_st bay ()f ~h~ ;,r~ .+'~{· 

~~-·-~:,:·~·-~·~·~·,-·w~~"·~~~~,:;~·~~~a :~;f :~~. -~~\,~ji~~~~~~~:~,:~~gtf~lf~~Jif ~~J~1\\~hbtr~:w.·:·~:·::J~i,_-
.... ~ ... .,,~~--:·~~'."-'.".'':":()ne~co'ursebelt course-stretchesiacross tJ:ie'gable and.turns~'.-~~-"--~-: 

·:1 ~,,:rithe east corner, but. stops flush with the wes;t ~~acade.'.;t-The :;;.it•-:;_:·:1 
.... ·- ... .. --:.·' ----~--·:rakebc::i"ards" are' rriode'rn replacemerits·~;_--·:~--~"~::·::::~:::_c;)f-r;:·.:::-c . .-.~. -.. ~·-:; ' - ' .• .. 

<:::r"~ ~1" : 1.J'.'\·:...;~-,,~; 1fr.~~ 
The' west 'facade fenestration·· is ·similar-·to····the· east . 

facaq~ ~xcept the first floor door lacks. sidelights. '·and _,.,., .. ,,•,;;····· 
"'~' w • ..,., '""""''' ·····-~--aouble de>or in·the .center _bay_of _,t;he secon9~.stqry opens ont(), 

the ·flat roof <of -a -small ~.entrance .porch:~;C.Th'e'" first:.floor./,i
,, ..... ,,,,.,_,,_,,, ....... door;"·archi trave ·and f i ve.;.;:light· transom ·are ·a11 original:·-··· -

The brickwork, on this facade, is laid in all-header bond 
above a plain water-table and-English:bond·foundation 
There is no·belt course on this facade. The cornice and 

-.,. roO'f--:ritatch'~·th~ east facade.· 
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7. 1 DESCRIPTION 

The majority of the north gable wall is concealed by 
the two story wing. The brickwork on this facade is laid in 
three-course bond above a plain water table and English 
bond foundation. The one-course belt course is also 
present on this .gable ._The rakehoards are replacements._ . 

The wing is two stories high and three bays long. The 
west wall is set back approximately six feet from the west 
facade of the main house. The frame structure has been 
covered with a brick veneer. 

The interior plan of the main house has evidently been 
modified slightly. At present the first floor consists 
of three rooms: a rectangular stair hall to the southeast, 
a nearly square room with fireplace to the southwest, and 
a large rectangular room extending the full depth of the 
house to the north with a single fireplace centered on the 
north gable wall. A large triangular chimney base and 
interior partition wall in the north end of the cellar 
suggest that the north room was originally partitioned to 
form two smaller chambers with a shared chimney stack. This 
four room plan is virtually identical to Morgan's Enclosure 
(QA-169) and is similar to Cloverfields (QA-269), two brick 
houses on Kent Island dating to circa 1780. 

The southwest room is the most formal room on the first 
floor. The fireplace is on the south gable wall, flanked by 
a window on the right and an original built-in cupboard to 
the left. The cupboard is semi-circular in plan with a pair 
of arched doors with the original glass, wide muttons, and 
butterfly shelves. The cupboard is trimmed with a large 
cove architrave molding with a small molded keystone. The 
lower cupboard doors are paneled and match the fielded 
paneling over the mantel. The mantel is particularly 
handsome broken-field surround with an arched opening, and 
a simple shelf with a broad cove molding. The mantel covers 
the lower edge of the paneling and was probably added ·circa 
1790-1810. Early trim in this room includes a large, 
complex interior cornice, heavily-molded architrave trim 
and an unusual paneled door on the west facade. This door 
is unusually wide and is paneled with two rows of three 
vertical fielded panels below a pair of horizontal panels 
at the top. The door is hung with three H-L hinges and is 
fitted with a large box lock with brass knob and fittings. 
The so ff its and jambs of this door opening and the door to 
the north room are paneled. Other trim includes a one-piece 
chairrail and later rabbeted baseboard. 
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7. 2 DESCRIPTION 

The north room originally consisted of a pair of 
smaller chambers with a shared triangular chimney. The 
chimney and partition have been removed and replaced with 
a more conventional fireplace centered on the north gable 
wall. The fielded __ paneling in ___ this room may have been 
reused from one or both-of the small-chambers;--Themante1----- -
in this room is a simple 19th century board surround with a 
cove molding below a simple shelf. The interior cornice in 
this room breaks forward above the windows. The cornice 
appears to be original on the facade walls and have been 
skillfully pieced in on the north and south walls. The 
rabbeted baseboard dates to the mid-17th century. 

The second floor is quite unusual. An L-shaped hall 
extends through the center of the house from west to east 
and across the south end of the east facade to the stair. 
There are three chambers on this floor, one to the southwest 
and two smaller chambers to the north. The southwest 
chamber is the largest and most formal of the three. It is 
heated by a small fireplace on the south gable wall. The 
chimney breast is boxed in with handsome fielded paneling 
and the fireplace is flanked on the left by a closet with 
fielded four-panel door on H-L hinges and on the right by a 
small cupboard in the cheek wall of the chimney breast. The 
fielded six-panel doors to the southwest chamber and the 
northwest chamber are hung on H-L hinges and molded 
baseboard survives in the hall and both west rooms. The two 
north chambers are not heated though original fireplaces 
were probably removed when the original triangular stack 
was altered. The partition between these two rooms is no 
longer supported from below and has been reinforced by 
running tie rods up to the attic and "hanging" the second 
floor partition from above. 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 

_ 1400-1499 __ arGheology-historic __ conservation __ law · __ science 
'_ 1500-1599 __ agriculture __ economics __ literature -.. -. _ sculpture 

_· __ .. ·1so0..:1699' . x architecture _ .. _ .. education ' ~•military w;+··.:=:social/ ·.~··v 

-1L 1700-1799 -- art -- engineering ' ,·_, ._, music ~{",\ ! t~ :r !.} ( hunianita'rian 
·.:::x_ 1800-1899 __ commerce · · "· · ·• ',,,exploration/settlement ·..:..::.:·philosophy··"·'"'·~· ':··· · · :·. ·· •V· theater 
,.lL 1900- __ communications __ industry . .. .. __ politics/government··;·,~:··~·i':transpo1"1ation 

__ invention , , , ~'.other.(spe,cify) 

Specific dates 
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. Blue Bay Farm is one of the most. interesting 18th ·<·,>.;. : 

';t.century houses on Kent Island.·. Probably'constructedcirca · '.~d;+i5j 
1160.:...90, ·the·'house bears· comparision .. wi'fh·,·s·everai ··oth:er:Tz·::···~· 
.contemporary houses on Kent Island ·and in Annapolis~ '. The 1 :c:; ·sPJ!;;f?. 
·header bond brickwork'i s ·onl~/'f ourid.~in;:·:e.oy~;··9lh~r-puJJ?Jipg''~".'.:,:·~~;;'~~:'. 
in Queen Anne's county, but was quite.'popular";iri'Aririap6lis'•· iik'>ti 

'and Chestertown' from· the· 1740, s· ·until. 'the''~f78'6 's'}".~;:~Tlie"?:"'"~'-~c~~·· 
,unusual four room plan is also .relatively".unusual 'on:·the},}t·itf~i~'''fl 
Eastern Shore. It may be ·compared wi th·severarother··1ath·~.7:··:."';,; .. 
century houses o~ l,\ent Island arid, more,~ignif~Cftin1:;1Y~ wi tP,;iif,:~§iH~g;b< 
a group of houses in Annapolis;· several of which also··employ'j:':':::-t"t:;:·:•: 
header bond brickwork. Much of the early interior woodwork:'.;\,·,:.~;:[:,, 
also· survives;' 'including an ~extremely cfine·glass-::fr'ont'?:': . .:~i:~!E-:;: 
cupboard, handsom~, f'ielded paneling, interior cornices , · 
an. unusual. e igh t:.::pane 1 exterior :door~·;""·"'"'~-"'·""'"''", ·•~;.. ...•. , ... ~·~·;.;.::;,;~.;.,; .. , .. ,,,,,;,.,.,.4, .. ;,,.,;.,,,_.,.,~ •• ::: •. c.:;, 

~ .. : _,,_· 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nom.inated property'-'· ·_i,_: ·_:'-' .• -'-· · ______ _ 

. Quadrangle nam~ .t-:rJv:.e..- P<?ti?t 
UTM References ,''do NOT . complete UTM 
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. Zone Easting Northing 

c I \ .. I I I p ~ I I I I F· 1 I '''.! . I 

eLLJ I I 1 I I I , I 1·! 

. ·G,Lij 1 · I ~~t-:1-,t···1" 1 ·;1 "'!·~ 1 ·. 
•· .. ,. ·, ..... , '·;·. ' ,· . ..":---'!.--'~.-:--. .___ ___ .. 

Verbal boundary description and justificati,on 

Code of Maryland, Article 41, 

record purposes.only and do not 
individual property rights~· 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 
(301)·269-2438 
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QP.-270 Blue Bay warm 
Stevensville vicinity 
Jaa•• ~. Wollon, Jr. 1977 
v1ew from southeast 





QA-270 Blue Bay Parm 
Stevensville vicinity 
James T. Wollon, Jr. 1977 
View from southwest 


