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Ward's Gift, south of the town of Centreville, 
is a substantial 'L' plan brick house constructed 
in 1912 on foundations of a previous house. The 
original house was the home of the miller for the 
mill at the bottom.of the hill. 

James Kennard is listed in 1798 as owner of 
an unf ini~hed two story brick house measuring 
48' x 22 ·-with a kitchen .18' x 24'. on the pr~perty 
were also an unfinished shed and a mill. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ward's Gift is a large two story brick dwelling 

standing on the east side of U.S. Rt. 213, on the 

south end of Centreville, north of Woodlawn. 

The house is five bays wide facing the road and 

five bays deep on the south side. It has an 'L' 

plan. The walls are laid in common bond (S-1) 

throughout and the segmental arches over the doors 

and windows have two rows of headers with the upper 

row protruding from the face of the wall. The walls 

are constructed of used handmade brick up about four 

feet above the porch floor. From there up, it is a 

common brick of the period, c. 1912. 

A porch extends across the west facade and over 

four of the five bay south wall. It has lattice 

between brick piers, round columns and plain balus

trade. Across the east end of the kitchen is a porch 

with turned posts on a brick floor. 

All of the windows have 2/2 sash and louvered 

blinds. There are also two dormers in the hipped 

roof, one on each of the long sides. Three brick 

chimneys rise above the roof, each with a bold 

corbeled cap. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-283 

The plan of the house is similar to many mid-19th 

century houses in Kent· and Queen Anne's Counties. That 

is, across the facade are two living rooms flanking a 

central stairhall. Behind the south room there is a 

dini~g room, as well as back stair and kitchen. Behind 

the stair hall, a former back porch is now a small office. 

The trim is the same throughout the house, the 

profile resembling a recessed pilaster. Features which 

were up-to-date include a wide opening to the stair hall 

from the principal living room, a buffet_-type mantel in 

the living room; a built-in china cupboard in the dining 

room, with glass doors above two drawers .which are in turn 
' . 

above paneled base cabinet doors. 

One enclosed stair rises from the dining room and 

another rises from the kitchen. Thes~ two areas on the 

second story are not connected. 

In the basement, below grade, the ~alls are the same 

as those which suffered in the 1912 fire. The basement 

exists only under the south side of the house. At each 

end of the basement is an arch support for th~ original 

fireplaces and chimneys. From the placement of the 

arches it appears that the house was facing north or 

south as opposed to west which it faces since being 

~- reconstructed in 1912. There is no basement under the 

north living room and probably the stair hall, only a 

crawl space. 
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Ward's Gift, south of the town of Centreville, 

is a substantial 'L' plan brick house constructed 

in 1912 on foundations of a previous house. The 

original house was the home of the miller for the 

mill at the bottom of the hill. 

James Kennard is listed in 1798 as owner of 

an unfinished two story brick house measuring 

48' x 22' with a kitchen 18' x 24'. On the property 

were also an unfinished shed and a mill. 
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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