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Pennyworth Farm 3rd guarter 19th century

Stevensville vicinity
Private

The main house at Pennyworth is the largest
surviving Victorian dwelling recorded in the county,
and is among the grandest buildings of its type on
this part of the Shore. Though relatively simple in
overall form and plan, the care evident in the design
and detailing makes it a pleasing building with many
refinements., Evidently originally planned and con-
structed as a vacation hotel, the grand two story
galleries provide magnificent views of the surrounding
creeks and fields, while the glass observatory on the
peak of the roof offers more distant views across the
island. Segmentally arched windows, cross gables,
bracketed cornices, and decorative Victorian chimneys
all contribute to the overall effect of romantic
simplicity and rural taste. The first floor interior
of the main house is equally charming, with spacious
rooms enhanced by large windows, handsome Victorian
trim and marble mantels.
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Pennyworth Farm is located on the west side
of Thompson Creek approximately one mile south of
Stevensville on Kent Island. A long driveway
leads in to the farm from Route 8, opposite the
airport.

The main house is located within a few
hundred yards of the Creek., It faces south down
Thompson Creek toward Cox Creek and Eastern Bay.
Other buildings associated with the farm include
a mid-19th century tenant house to the northeast
and a series of 20th century barns and outbuildings
to the west.

According to tradition, this large house was
originally constructed sometime after the Civil
War as a vacation hotel for people from Baltimore.
The main structure is 2 1/2 stories high on a
raised granite foundation., It is five bays wide
and two rooms deep with a pitched gable roof
on an east west axis, cross gables facing north
and south, and an octagonél glass observatory
centered on the roof. Two story porch galleries

stretch across the north and south walls, and a

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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. CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

two story frame wing projects ffom the west géble
wail. |

The front facade faces nofth. It is five bays
wide, withban entrance door in the center bay framed
wifh sideiiéhts énd a five-light tranéom. The entrance
is flanked by two large 6/9 windows on either side.
Oon the second fioor, a combination window and door
in fhe center bay allows access to the second story’
of the gallery, flénked by two 6/9 windows on either
sidé. The two story,galléry ié incorporated under thé
main roof, with a 1ar§e cross gable centered ovef

the three middle bays. Plain posts and simple

- ballustrades have replaced the original elaborately

scrolled Victorian porch trim, A bracketed cornice
on the gallery and the cornice survives:. intact, and
the walls are sheathed with German siding. A 6/6

window with segmentally arched upper sash is centered

-in the cross gable. A pair of handsome chimneys with

éhamfered corners, shouldered shafts and corbeled

caps flank the éenter hall on this side of fhe roof.
The octagonal observatory is centered on the

ridge of the main roof atbthe junction with the cross

gables. A single segmentally arched 6/6 window is
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1.2 -DESCRIPTION

.«centered on each facet -of the octagonal :cupola.
Further decoration is provided by ﬁsta‘iloped ~shingle
.?miding below the windows, a bracketed ecornice;» abbve,
~and a -wooden finial at the peak. .
#The west -gable facade is four bays wide with four
.darge 6/6 windows Ar;_anged xaérosss~-»'the:::fir»st.,._»andres.econd
“£loors .and two -arched 6/6 windows in -the apper gable.
‘“fhe foundation is cut -granite; ‘the -sheathing *»con'sis;:s |
#of -German siding. The gable -eaves ’~fai:e Joxed-in with
brackets -below a -deep soffit .and a’f-.ibrbad, “complex
scrown ‘mold. The-cornice returns ,f.acrwbss'**t‘he top «0f “the |
~morth and south porches, and is stopped at “thecorners
-+0f -the house. '
“The south facade is %‘imilar “to the ;:no#th'~ facade,
“The ﬂ»aentrance- is. céntaeraed on-the “first floor ?‘I Framed
.»u;with sidelights .and transom, -and flanked with two
-Aarge 6 / 6 '*ﬂindows ~on =-zea¢h =side, .;&:?@:sench “door -:awi,th.
dransom is :%centefed =on the-second ﬂw, #flanked by
%no 6/6 windows -to -either side. -A ssingle arched »"6/6

is centered in ‘the «cross :gable. ""*The:»ztwov-vfstory

=galiery is &irtually identical ‘:fzto'?&thé:mom\;gai}exjy,
:’%iexcept that the-woriginal .chamfered posts have .-'Snrviwed,

aghe ,fmmd_ ation, siding, -corzxice andfhlm all match §
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

the north facade.

bThe east gable is almost eﬁtirely covéred by
the. two story east wing. The north and south walls
of the wing are set back approximafely five feet
from the corresponding walls of the main house, but
the only openings are a pair of small arched windows
cverlooking the roof Qf the wing. .

The north facade of thé wing is four bayé wide,
witﬁ a two story porch stretching across the entire.
facade;‘ There is a door with sidelights and trénsom in
the west bay on the first floor with three 6/6 windows
to the east. The same pattern is repeated on the second
floor, with a similar door with transom but no side-
lights., The granite foundation, German siding and
bracéeted cornice are all similar in detail'io the
main house. The porcﬁ is set back under the main
roof of the ﬁing, and a single thfee-light shed roof
dormer is located near the centér»bf iheinbrth slbpe
of the roof.

The east gable wall is partially covered by a
one-story shed roof lean-to aﬁ the south end of the
firét story. There are three 6/6 windows to the

north of this lean-to on the first floor, five 6/6
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

aindows fanged -across the -second :story, and two arched
6/6 windows in the -upper gable. The:foundation,
-:@iding, and bracketed cormnice .all match the ‘south
facade. | |

“The :south facade of the-wing is ssimilar ‘to the
~morth facade -except that ‘the f-:ﬁeast@-.endgfof:;the:fporch is
senclosed (evidently an -original feature). “There ds
a-@oor with sidelights .and transom amﬂ:hewest “bay

-f the first floor and two 676 windows to the-east

=gpening onto the:porch. A “third 6/6 mwindow 'is--acenteraéﬁ.;':t-f‘*_

4n *the -enclosed -east bay -of “the -porch, with %ézéﬂoqr
-zopening onto the -porch from -the %encieseﬁzse:tion.
“The second floor is vessenti«a'iiy -identical -except
-~that “the -door in ‘the west bay lacks:sidelights. A
-Zhree-1light -shed f«oof dormer -is-centered ann “‘the -south
-281ope of ‘the roof.
~“*Fhe interior -of ‘themain house-consists-of a

‘amenter ‘passage ~plan with two >£1:aaacing ‘Tooms -on -each
_<mide of the stair -passage‘ A‘broad ¥ittorian stair
sxises against “the -west -wall +of the-hall to -a-stair hall

=at the south -end -of the secmdﬂnor, “The front -or
’-!mrthroom -on ‘the west :sideof “the hall is larger

“#than ‘the back {south) roomand serves -as -a-more formal
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

room., The two rooms on the east side of the hall

are equal in size. Single doors in the east wall of

each of these rooms opens into the wing. The trim.

throughout the house is typical of the Victorian period
but tends to be very bold in tribﬁte to the size and
relative grandeur of the houses. Added refinement
is provided by marble mantel pieces in all of the .
first floof rooms. | |

The first flodr of the wing consists of a relatively
b;oad entrance hall at the west end with a stair against
the east wall of the north hall. A narrow hall
bisects the wing on an east west éxis,'providing access

to a pair of heated rooms on the north side of the

hall, two service rooms to the south and a large

kitchen to the east. A door in the east wall of the
kitchen opens into the east lean-to, which probably
Served as storage and pantry.

The upper floors are divided into numerous
sleeping chambers and service rooms and were not

examined in detail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The main house at Pennyworth is the largest
surviving Victorian dwelling recorded in the
county, and is among the grandest buildings of
its type on this part of the Shore. Though
relatively simple in overall form and plan, the
care evident in the design and detailing makes
it a pleasing building with many refinements.
Evidently originally planned and constructed as
a vacation hotel, the grand two story gallerieé
provide magnificent wviews of the surrounding
creeks and fields, while the glass observatory
on the peak of the roof offers more distant
views across the island. Segmentally arched
windows, cross gables, bracketed cornices, and
decorative Victorian chimneys all .contribute
to the overall effect of romantic simplicity
and rural taste. The first floor interior of the

main house is equally charming, with spacious

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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rooms enhanced by large windows, handsome Victorian

4rim and marble mantels.
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