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Durham House 
Sand town 
Private 

circa 1830's 

Constructed circa 1830-40, the Durham House is 
probably the oldest surviving building in Sandt.own. 
Unfortunately, plans to move the building back from 
the road failed, ·and a windstorm toppled the frame 
house from its blocks, causing almost complete 
destruction. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Durham House is located on the southeast 

side of Maryland Route 313 in Sandtown, directly 

across the Andover Branch of Chester River from 

the town of Millington. 

This small frame house is probably the oldest 

surviving building in Sandtown. When first ob-

served in the winter of 1978, the house was up on 

blocks and attached to a small bulldozer. The 

owner was planning to move the building back some 

distance from the road, which has been widened in 

recent years. The house remained in a precarious 

position until 1980, when a wind storm knocked 

it off of the blocks. The building fell to the 

southwest and at present rests on its chin in a 

semi-collapsed state. The first story of the main 

house and the rear wing are destroyed, leaving 

only the second story reasonably intact. 

The house was originally 16 feet wide and 

20 feet long, 1 1/2 stories high and one room 

deep with a gambrel roof. Surviving early window 

openings include two 6/6 shed roof dormers on 

the front facade, one 6/6 dormer on the southwest 

end of the rear facade and two 6/6 windows on 
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the second floor of the northeast gab~e. A 2/2 window 

cent~red on the second story of the southwest gable is 

a later feature, added when the origin~! flush brick 

chimney was removed. 

The first floor interior consisted of a single 

room with no visible evidence of the original chimney 

or of a possible interior partition. The second story 

was divided into two nearly equal roo~s. The origiual 

plaster is applied to riven lathing secured with machine 

---. nails. Early trim on the second story includes beaded 

baseboard, rabbeted window trim and an interior door 

surround with a cyma reversa ba·c~band. Evidently the 

original stair location was in the southwest corner of 

the building, adjacent to the gable chimney. When the 

chimney was removed, this stair was replaced with one 

that ran across the east.end of the southwest gable. 

A frame rear L projected from the north end of 

the rear facade. 
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Constructed circa 1830-40, the Durham House 

is probably the oldest surviving building in 

Sandtown. Unfortunately, plans to move the 
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building back from the road failed, and a windstorm 

toppled the frame house from its blocks, causing 

almost complete destruction. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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QA-287 Gambrel House in Sandtown 
Millington vicinity 
Orlando :Ridout V 1978 
View from west before 

collapse 





QA-287 Gambrel house in Sandtown 
Sandtown, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Front facade from Rorthwest 


