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Red Lion Mill 
Crumpton 
Private 

second half 19th century 

The Red Lion Mill is one of two surviving water 
powered mills in Queen Anne's County. The present . 
frame structure dates to the latter half of the 19th 
century, but the site has been used for a mill since 
the 18th century. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI #1800295514 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Red Lion (or Lyon) Mill, Godwin's Mill 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

North side of Maryland Route 544.one mile southeast of Crumpton 
CITY. TOWN 

Crumnton 
STATE 

Maryland 
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_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 
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_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
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_IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Benjamin A. Clark 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 37 
CITY. TOWN 

Crumpton _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Queen Anne's 

PRESENT USE 

..-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 
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couRTHousE. Folio #: 
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ewe 24 
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STATE 

Maryland 21617 
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I.I DESCRIPTION QA-;J°t 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

X-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Red Lion Mill, also known as Godwin's 

Mill, is located on Red Lion Branch, a tributary 

of the Chester River. This stream flows from 

the central part of the county, in the vicinity 

of Barclay and Stevens Corners, north to empty 

into the Chester just east of Crumpton. The 

mill is located on a sharp bend about one-half 

mile above the mouth of the branch, and is 

directly adjacent to the new road from Millington 

to Kings Town (Maryland Route 544). The mill 

pond was located almost two miles upstream, and 

the stream was channelized to form a mill race 

to carry water down to the mill. Portions of 

the old mill race remain, and the apparent site 

of the mill pond has been located on the Godfrey 

farm, just north of Route 301. 

The present mill building dates to the second 

half of the 19th century, and replaced at 

least one earlier structure. It seems probable 

that the stone foundation of the present 

mill dates to an earlier structure, but this 

is only conjecture. This foundation is 33 feet 

wide and 41 feet long. The foundation is built 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

into the stream bank at the southeast gable, but 

otherwise projects one full story above ground level. 

The upper structure is frame, rising two stories 

above the one story foundation. The building is 

three bays long and three bays wide, with a moderately 

pitched gable roof. It is oriented so that the north-

west gable faces the stream and the southeast gable is 

built into the bank, allowing ground level access 

to the main working floor. 

On the southeast gable, there are large "Dutch" 

doors in the center bay on the first and second floor, 

each flanked by a pair of six.-over-six windows. The 

-first floor door is protected by a small shed roof 

porch and no doubt served as a loading dock. 

The southwest facade has a boarded-up opening 

in the center bay flanked by six-over-six windows on 

the first floor and three six-over-six windows on 

the second floor. There is also a small opening 

to the left of the boarded-up opening on the first 

floor, and a large iron pipe that protrudes from the 

center of the ground floor wall. An early photograph 
..... 

shows the wood~n flume or forebay still in place 

on· this facade, and it would appear that the iron 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

pipe probably supplied water from the flume to the water 

turbine which still remains in the mill. 

The northwest gable has a six-over-six window 

in the center of the first floor and a six-light 

window in the center of the second floor. 

On the northeast facade, a small, one-story 

shed-roof addition covers the northernmost end of 

the foundation. A large door in the northeast wall 

of this addition provides access to the interior of 

the mill. Although it is also constructed of-stone, 

the walls are not keyed into the main foundation, 

and is certainly a later addition. To the left of 

- the shed there is a door in the center bay and a 

six-over-six window in the south bay. Three six-over-

six windows are symmetrically placed on the first and 

second floor. Several of these windows retain early 

wooden shutters constructed of vertical beaded 

boards on the exterior nailed to beaded horizontal 

boards on the interior. 

The exterior of the building is covered with 

plain horizontal siding. A box cornice with a 
...... 

beveled crown mold extends across each fa~ade, 

r~turns at the gables, and is carried up the gable 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

eaves. 

The cellar or ground floor is the primary loca-

tion for the heavier mill machinery. The cog pit is 

located along the southwest wall of the building. 

The water turbine, millstones, and the heavy gears 

are all located in this area. The stones were 

originally mounted near the ceiling, but these have 

fallen into the cog pit. A heavy concrete mouhting 

block remains in the lean-to addition on the north-

east side of the mill. This was apparently added 

in the early 20th century, when a large gasoline 

or diesel engine was installed. A whole series of 

-~rive shafts and wheels remain from this period, 

but the engine is gone. Miscellaneous pieces of 

broken and discarded machinery also remain. A heavy 

companionway stair is located near the center of 

the building. 

The main working floor is divided into several 

specific areas. Machinery related to the grinding 

process is located along the southwest wall, directly 

above the cog pit. A circular hole in the floor 
--.. 

delineates the original location of the mill·stones, 

and ·a heavy oak crane remains next to the hole. 

I 

" 
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7~4 DESCRIPTION 

QA-?.9 

This was clearly used to hoist the stones out when 

they needed to be d~essed or replaced. A large metal 

hopper is located in the south corner. A company 

name plate on the face of the frame gives the following 

information: 

The Haines Mixer 

Size No. 1, Serial No. 962 

Fairfield Engineering Co. 

Marion, Ohio 

Along the northeast wall, there is a small office, 

~partitioned off with plain vertical boards, and a 

series of storage hoppers constructed with rough 

sawn lumber. A companionway stair to the upper floor 

is located near the center of the building, and the 

conveyor and elevator chutes are clustered in the 

same vicinity. 

The upper floor also served as a work floor, 

with three large sifting machines still remaining 

more or less in place. The heavy drive shafts and 

wheels are mounted above the tie beams and out 

of the way of the work space. The grairi was carried 

up from below by the elevator conveyors, then dropped 
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7.5 DESCRIPTION 

into several small bins mounted above the tie beams, 

and was channeled down into the sifters below. No 

manufacturers' labels could be found on any of this 

equip~ent, but one section of belt casing in the 

cellar carried the name "Barnard and Leas, Moline, 

Illinois". This is the same company which manufactured 

some of the sifting machinery in the Church Hill 

Mill (QA-181). 

The framing system is typical for buildings of 

this type. Heavy principal posts run from the sill 

continuous up to the second floor top plate. They 

are arranged in a bay system,.with one post at each 

~orner and two intermediate posts along each exterior 

wall. The building is divided into three bays on 

each floor, with heavy intermediate girts running 

continuous from one side wall to the other. They are 

supported in the center by heavy chamfered posts 

with bearing plates. The gable-end qirts are not 

as massive, and are not continuous, but are mortise-

and-tenoned into the intermediate posts. Heavy sawn 

joists rest on top of the girts, and run parallel 

to the ridge of the roof. The roof framing· is 

auite similar to the Church Ifill Mill, but much heavier. 
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Tie beams run across the building and are mortise-and­

tenoned to the principal posts. The top plates rest 

on top of the posts, probably held by a mortise-and­

tenon joint, but not pegged. Angled queen-post braces 

support heavy purlins, and are reinforced by secondary 

braces that run parallel to the rafters and are 

mortise-and-tenoned into the top face of the tie 

bea~s. The rafters are notched over the top plate 

and the purlin, and run continuous up to the peak, 

where they are mitred, butted, and nailed. All of the 

major framing members are machine sawn oak. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

!'REHfSTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 
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_TRANSPORTATION 
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_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

X.1800-1899 X..COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS }£INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Red Lion Mill is one of two surviving water 

powered mills in Queen Anne's County. The present 

frame structure dates to the latter half of the 19th 

century, but the site has been used for a mill since 

at least the late 18th century. The stone foundation 

is of uncertain vintage and may pre-date the upper 

portion of the building. 

This mill building shares a similar framing 

system to the Church Hill Mill (QA-181), but is 

larger and consequently more heavily constructed. 

Of particular interest are the roof trusses, which 

are quite similar to the trusses at Church Hill, 

but span a greater distance. Very little machinery 

has survived intact. A water turbine is supposed 

to have been installed in the mill in the late 19th 

century, and some machinery believed to date to this 

period remains in the cellar. The concrete mounting 

block for a diesel engine installed circa 1912 

remains in a small shed adjoining the main building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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A Brief History of Red Lyon Mill 

Prepared for delivery at Queen Anne's Historical Society Meeting 
January 25 {c. 1q 

by Michael Bourne 

Red Lion Mill is located in the seventh district in the upper part of 

Queen Anne's County. It is situated between Md. Rt. 544 and the Red Lion 

Branch of the Chester River, from whence it received its name, and is about one 

mile southeast of Crumpton. 

Judge Carter asked me to speak to you today because my father had owned the 

mill and was the last to operate it as a mill. But, I will get back to that 

later in the sequence of events. I do recall from my father that he had traced 

the mill back to 1735. Unfortunately for the story of the mill that date still 

needs to be verified. I have only been successful in tracing the ownership and 

existence of a mill on the Red Lion back to the 1760's. 

Kim Scheck has been very kind to share with me her reference to the mill 

which she gleaned from the Callister papers. The first is the earliest reference 

to the Red Lyon Mill. My incomplete chain of title begins in the following year 

and is rather vague about the mill, since I was trying to trace back the house on 

the property. Let me read first a letter from Henry Callister to George Garnett, 

Esq. dated 10 March 1762 • 

"Sir: 

The Sherriffe of Queen Anne's County has given me notice dated 16 Feby. 

which I only received yesterday that he has received a warrant to resurvey the 

lands in dispute between me and John Hughes; the Mill of Red. Lyon. 

I hope you will be present at this survey if you had been by at the last, 

the thing would not have been blundered altogether •••• 

Mr. Jacob Boots lost his wife lately and has married the widow Sutton. It 

may chance to be fit you should know this." 

Severa1 other letters in the following years mention the boundary dispute 

between Callister and Hughes, each shedding a small bit of information about 
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the mill, the miller, and other marvellous bits of irritation to Henry Callister. 

Please let me quote from these: 

" Q. Annes 3 Janl764 

Sir (Mr. Garnett) 

I sent my boy to the ferry with the enclosed; the ferry was shut by the 

ice: which I could not think, as we kept ours open. In the meantime I re­

collected that I had need of council on the matter you are a judge of. You 

know why and wherefore I recovered a distrain on Woollaston Rent due, against 

Miles at the mill house; that house lying on the same tract. You know that 

Hughes has no title but possession to the house next the place where the mill 

stood. There. is no mill. But Hughes has planted a nest of beggars, Nan Tate 

and her retinue in the house to keep possession. A certain rent ought to be 

due from the time I had before distrained; can I distrain for it and for how 

much. Hughes has added, in order to secure my possession, his leaving in the 

house a chest intended to be full of Goods. Can I distrain upon them? If I 

get Nan Tate and her gang out peaceably, can I to any effect lock or nail up 

doors. In short can I throw(?) the.women out pell mell or can I bargain with 

Nan Tate. 

Lastly what would you do in my case. If I have once obtain possession. 

Hughes has no title to Ejectment, I think. 

I have further been informed that these women who keep their doors con­

stantly shut, per order, have instructions in case of my driving them away, to 

crop the branch and get into a logg house on Hughes own land. If they should 

lock or nail the door of my house, cannot I break in upon distrainer or for 

possession when they.are gone? 

Please to think of any other circumstances, and give me your advise; 

It will perhaps be better than to commence new ejectment." 
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Another letter, with no date, but, probably within the year reads as follows: 

"Sir: 

I have yesterday ----- Nan Tate. To is ------ ------
----- for expell. She was not indeed in the house but there was a girl 

who had only come the day before. And tho she had very strict orders given 

her about the doors etc. yet matters were so managed that I got entrance and 

possession without rout or vict or even an angry word. I sent for Tate to 

take away her goods and those of Hughes; I nailed up the doors and windows 

and posted this warning upon the door as follows: John Hughes, who stiles 

himself in the public papers, member of Assembly for Philadelphia County, 

Nathaniel Miles his late miller and all other persons for or in behalf of them 

are hereby forbidden at their peril to touch. this house or any house upon this 

tract of land. And the said John Hughes, member of Assembly for the County of 

Philadelphia as appears in point, to which I may add Champion for the same and 

Nathaniel Miles, his late miller and all other persons for as in the name or 

b3half of either of them wheter as Champions, squires, Knights errant or 

afficiant men, are at their peril forbid to haunt or frequent this place or 

any manner of this without permission first obtained from 

Henry Callister" 

Later, he writes: 

"The Millhouse was locked I know not what in.ay be in it. Miles has the 

key. I nailed a hoop to the door outside to debar the entrance; I know not 

what more to do. Nan Tate refused to take charge of Hughes his goods, the 

other women have taken them in custody. I suppose Miles will take charge of 

them he fears what has happened. I know not how to proceed further than to get 

a tenant as soon I can, unless Hughes begins a bustle! 11 
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Still later: 

"I have just learn'd from old Jn Comegys that the Mill house etc. were 

not left in the care of Nan Tate and her gang, but in the care of one Sally 

Moore, who is time, and for some time past has been sick at said 

Comegys house; He add that she (Sally Moore) declares she will get into the 

house if it be at the windows. Comegys says he told her that in so doing she 

would risk the pillars. Miles is gone up to Philadelphia to tell Hughes. 

Hughes is, you know, a Champion; I shall not perhaps be a ;match for him without 

some re-inforcement from you." 

So, we can determine that there had been a mill on the property prior to 

the Callister-Hughes feud and that there was still standing a mill house in 

which this bunch of women lived. Also, we have reference to a miller, Nathanial 

Miles. The mill stood at this time on the 1238 acre tract of Crumpton, which 

was surveyed for Henry Callister. 

My first reference to a mill is a deed from William Comegys to Asell 

Cosden, for the farm on the south side of Rt. 544 which was then called the 

"mill road". Another deed, dated 1767 was contiguous to this tract and is 

referenced in'a more important deed of 1819. 

I had no luck finding a mill or even a mill house listed in the 1798 

Yederal Direct Tax, however there is mention of Ann Cosden owning the land, 

and house which does not conform. to the size of the existing house. This was 

in vain since the Cosden lands and the mill property, across the street, did 

not become one until about 1819, when Winbert Tschudy purchased the properties 

from William Spencer and Cosden. 

An interesting note about Tschudy was found in the Sun Paper by Miss 

Mildred Corson. It was an article on Dickeyville, a handsome mill village 

-------------------------· 
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lying within the present city limits of Baltimore, 

"Winbert Tschudi a Swiss immigrant built a stone house and grist mill 

on the banks of the stream (Gwynns falls) in 1762. Although these structures 

are no longer standing, the foundations as well as the Tschudi family burial 

plot can still be found near the Wetheredsville Road, which was originally 

called Tschudi mill road. 

A more lasting monument to this early millwright is the building at 2500 

Pickwick Road, which was originally a row· of six houses, built in about 1790 

for mill workers. 

There is no record of what happened to the industrious Tschudi •••••••••• " 

Bu~we know that either he or his son was to come to Queen .Anne's County 

and either build or renovate a mill on the Red Lion Branch. In a work compiled 

by John McGrain of the_ Baltimore County Historical Society on Mills throughotlt 

Maryland, there is a reference to this mill. "Wimbert Tschudy was authorized 

to raise his mill dam by three feet by an Act of Assembly, 1816, Chapter 180. 

The Orphans Court was to appoint commissioners to estimate the sums to be paid 

to the neighbors affected. His "Valuable Grist and merchant mill" was on the 

Red Lyon Branch in the upper part of the county.; The 30-foot race was to pass 

through the lands of the heirs of James Cosden, of John George, of Nathan 

Peacock, of John Rochester, and of Benjamin Roberts." 

While doing research on the White Swan Tavern, I happened to see in an 

issue of the Chestertown Telegraph dated May 26, 1826 the following advertise-

ment; 

"Woo-1 Carding at Red Lyon Mills 

Customers will be set across the river at McCallisters Ferry free of charge" 

This puts a new perspective on the mill, for we had only heard of there 

being a grist and saw mill on the property. This woolen mill or carding mill 



QA-29 

6. 

post dates the more famous Unicorn Mill, three miles east of Red Lyon, which 

had been established in 1810 for carding of wool. 

In the same year as the Advertisement there are two more deeds recorded 

at the court house., both of which are for land "occupied by Winbert Tschudy' s 

new Mill Race." One deed is from Lemuel Roberts who probably owned and oper­

ated the mill upstream from the mill pond. 

Tschudy did not last long at Red Lion Mill for in 1833 or 1834 he died. 

A survey of his lands was made in that year to be used by his trustees. TRIS 

SURVEY IS WITH US TONIGHT AND IS THE GIFT TO THE SOCIETY FROM MISS MILDRED 

CORSON OF CRUMPTON. 

In all likelihood, the mill remained in operation under lease until it 

was sold by Ezekiel Forman Chambers, trustee, to William L. Godwin. With th~ 

purchase of the 135 acres laid out by Tschudy's trustees came the survey plat. 

It has remained in possession of Mr. Godwin's heirs until today when Miss Corson 

gives it to the Society. Along with the plat is also a list of payments made 

for the property between 1855 and 1864. Without this payment schedule no one 

would realize that the mill had been in operation by Mr. Godwin prior to the 

date of the deed, which is 1861. 

From here I will go to Miss Corson's fact sheet about the Red Lyon Mills 

during her grandfather's ownership. 

"William Lewis Godwin was born in 1828, married Sarah Catherine Orem in 

1849 and raised five girls and two boys. He died in 1886." 

"The mills were for lumber as well as stone ground grains - wheat, corn, 

:rye and buckwheat. There were also peach orchards divided by the Millington 

Crumpton Road." 

"The mill had an overshot wheel 8 feet wide and 24 feet in diameter with 

a 2 mile mill race and forebay leading to the mill, from thence into the creek." 
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"Mrs. Godwin's brother James H. Orem was the miller. He had a pet 

black snake to catch rats and mice and was incensed at a customer who with 

misplaced zeal killed the snake. Other workers at the mill during the Godwin 

ownership were Jim Hart, Joe Reilly, Tommy Burns, Harry Spry, and Kenny Orem." 

It was either during the Godwin Ownership or shortly thereafter that 

the present structure was erected on the old foundation. In all likelihood, it 

was after, for we know that in the 1890's a water-fed turbine was installed 

replacing the old millwheel. The turbine itself was reputed to have been of 

French manufacture, as were the millstones. 

The next big step to be taken was the installation of a huge gasoline 

engine in 1912, which put the turbine out of operation. Samuel Granberry 

had leased the mill from John Faulkner in 1909 and in 1915 purchased it, and 

the remainder of the farm. Granberry sold the farm to my father, Thomas B. 

Bourne, in 1926, but it was not until 1932 that he sold the mill to my father. 

The lag in transferring the mill may have been caused by the fact that Mr. 

Granberry enjoyed operating the mill, but certainly, the fact that father 

did not settle there until 1930, after he had married Edith Humphreys from 

Easton, played some part in the delay. 

Father's principle occupation was assistant director of the Civil Aero­

nautic Association (now the FAA). He and mother raised six children on the 

farm. Millers during this time were Cooper Jewell and Leslie Nickerson. During 

the last years of operation, my two oldest brothers, Tom and Peter, ran the 

mill, and tried unsuccessfully to recapture some of the debts. 

One of the- few improvements my father made to the mill was the installa­

tion of a feed mixer, which enabled the mill to mix feed for the chickens which 

father and mother grew all over the farm. The mill also supplied feed for the 

public. 
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Do Yo·u 

GODWIN'S MILL, Crumpton, 1907-Godwin'" Mill, 
also known as Red Lion Mill, is located on a branch 
ol the AJDC name cros1ing the road to Millington 
just beyond the Crumpton Cemetery. The mill prop­
erty was bought by William Lewis Godwin around 
t8!i0 from theTchudy family. Mr. Robert C. Godwin, 
who n:ccnlly, "';th his wife, the fortllct' Sarah Eliu­
bcth Ware, observed their 50th .. -edding annivenary, 
resides in Crumpu>11. He is the youngest and only 
guniving member cl the family ol sevc.a children 
born and rcarcd at the mill propcn-,· by the \\' illia.m 
Lewis Godwim. Tbc propcrt") is o" ncd toda) by 
Thomas Bourne and the old mill minus the old 

CENTR.E\'ILLE LANDING-This old pic:tun post 
card came lO us from Mrs. Crorf!C W. Ken!,- c:I 
Tampa, Floritb. It ahows the old Loni Bridi:e at 
the \\'burl ~1 .. crn 1900 and J90G. Thu il lool..ini; 

T IJ E. ~l'I: r.:--; ,\!'\XE'S l 

wheel and the foTC-bays is still standin~. Tbc house 
in the bacJiground is owned by Mr. Bourne. The last 
miller, Leslie Nickcnon, n.n the mill for the 
BoumG as late as J 945. 'Ilic mill JWitcbcd from 
water power to gasoline power in 1916, 

Tbe other pic:"tlln:, also wen in 1907, ahoWJ the 
causeway at Crumpton that was used until the new 
bridge was built .across the Chest.er River. 

Both old photos arc from Mn. Emcstioe Cn:w 
Baker of Crumpwn, and Record-Observer corrc­
spondCDt Mn. Ida Bowen, aupplnd the hist.ori.c:a.I 
bad ground. 

wCllt "ith the Corsica River in the badground. U 
you look dose you may be: able to scr die name 
C. H. CLASH'' prin1cd oo w "utbowc Lo w 
lclc of the picture. 
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H:Storic Godwin Mill burns 
Arson suspected after three alarm blaze 

By DAN TABLER back to at leut 1763, according to 
Special Corre.pondeol Mlldttd Corson of Crumpton, who • 

1''1ames or unknown ortgln de- has done some research on the 
slroyed historic Godwin's MUI, a building because ll was purchased 
two-century-old landmark outside by her late grandfather, Louls 
Crumpton Monday afternoon, as Godwin, ln 1856. 
fire-fighters from three companies The namea were spotted by 
sweltered In the 95-degree heat and passing motorists, tncludlng 
humidity, Crumpton Fire Company president 

Volunteers from Crumpton, Mlll· and chief engineer Harold Benton, 
lnston and Sudlersville were on the who said he saw smoke In the sky 
scene, on Md. 544 near the as he approached It a lltUe after 12 
Intersection or 290, tor over two • noon. 
hours. I The alarm was called In to the 

"The fire ls -under Investigation," Queen Anne'11 Flreboard b1 Allen 
wnio the quick comment Crom Clark, son of the owner of the 
Roberl Skinner, assistant chief of property, Benjamin A. Clark, from 
U11: Crumpton Flre Co. their home about 500 feel west on 

" H I:. definitely susplcloua 1nd Is Md. 544. ' 
under Invesllgatlon for the poulbll· "I saw can •lowing and then I 
lly of arson," said Vernon Dulin, a cou.Jd hear names crackling clear 
:.late fire lnvesugator called to the from the house," young Clark said. 
:.cene a few minutes after noon on The 2-story wooden bulldlng, with 
Monday. • atone foundation, had been unused 

The old wooden structure dates for years, but stUI had some of the 

original mill equipment Inside, 
according lo the elder Clark who 
purchased the property In 1966. 

He said he would have liked to 
restore It, but ll was not economl· 
cally feasible. He had wanted to 
salvage the gears, a large turbine 
and other equipment inside. He 
said there was Interest ln 
purchasing the pro~rty recently 
by someone who wanted lo use It as 

a dwelling, but zoning restrictions 
prohibited ll. 

"We have kept the grounds 
cleared, and tried to board It up 
and keep out vandals," Clark said, 
"bul there have been people gel • 
Inside within the past two months, 
because I know some old gears att 
missing." 

( Coollnued lo page 1A) 

PllDCo bJ Du TlbW 

Smoke rtaea from tbe Ore-blackened Umben or tbe old wooden 
Godwin'• MW u two 1weltering volunteer fire-fight.en "break down" 
~ 2~·bole line a~r the flre Monday afternoon believed to bave been 
dellberattly sel and Is under lnvesttaatlon. 
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mto 1.;ecU"s · 1)erv1ce 1..;emer m 
Queenstown around4 a.m. 

Police said two men entered the 

V<ffllt:U liear we ~eut 1~u:111u 
Firemen's Carnival on Kent 
Island, said state police. 

GOP crab feast Sat. 
The Queen Anne's County Re· 

publicans will stage a crab feast 
Saturday, July 23, at the county 4-H 
Park on Rt. 18, outside Centreville. 

The crab feast will be from 4 to 7 
p.m. Tickets are $7.50 in advance, 
and $8.50 at the door. 

Along with the crabs, there will 
be cold Lowenbrau and Mlller Lite 
beer, barbecued chicken, corn on 
the cob, fresh tomatoes, rolls and 
soft drinks. 

Among the expected guests will 
be Don Devine, director of the 
office of personnel management for 
Maryland, Bob Pascal and Larry 
Hogan, former candidates for of· 
flee in the 1982 elections. 

Local representatives from 
Queen Anne's, Talbot, Caroline, 
Kent and Cecll counties are also 
expected to be on hand. 

A ·bull roast fund raiser ts 
expected for later this year. 

.,..,u..,.,.. • ..., .......... ..,,. u.i.; µ•wut, wJw mct~reu ugnts tnat 
An elaborate numbering systc»i may oe used at night. The courts 

for all buildings In Queen Anne's are' the only town-owned tennis 
County that would assist volunteer courts In the county. 
fire-fighters and ambulance crews Speaking of Dr. Metcatre's office, 
responding to emergency calls, has I was set straight by a long-time 
been endorsed by the Sudlersville resident of the community after 
Town Commissioners. last week's column. I had said Dr. 

It Is the first municipal body to Metcalfe practiced from the office 
approve it for their community, purchased by the town all during 
which Is only fitting as the his career. That's not tn1e. 
Sudlersville Fire Company was the His first office was on Main 
unit which Initiated the Idea some Street In the brick building down 
time ago. · · from the four corners where a drug 

George Bonser, chairman, store used to operate on the first 
explained the project at the July 12 noor. When he moved to the office 
meeting of the commissioners, a on the other street, a Dr. s. Holt 
day after the program was outlined Wright, dentist, had his offices on 
to the Church Hill town com mis· the second floor for many years. 
sioners. CHURCH HILL: 

There has been no date given for The town commissioners have 
starting the numbering system or yet to make a firm decision on the 
how long It might take to complete disposal or the community building, 

1 
throughoutthecounty. now housing their offices and the 

I n o th e r b u s I n e s s , th e movie theatre. 

Fire 
<Continued from page 1A) 

"1 guess someone just wanted 
some action today," he said 
shaking his head sadly. 

Dulin said the fire appeared to 
have started hi the basement of the 
structure that now has just a few 
blackened Umbers atop the stone 
foundation. . It stands about 50 feet 
off the highway about a quarter­
mile east of the intersection of 544 
and 290 at the· southern edge of 
Crumpton. · 

·Benton said. the building was 
"fully Involved" by the time he 
drove up and by the time he was 

· able to get back to the firehouse 
and arrive with the first pumper, 

"parts. of the roof were blowing 
everywhere." 

The leaping flames charred the 
tops of trees surrounding the 
building and burned the dry grass 
up to the highway. · 

One pumper set up at Red Lion .. 
Branch, 1,200 . feet away, and 
firemen laid hose lines to draft 
water direct to the fire. Two 
tankers from Millington and 
Sudlersville responded with pum­
pers, a rescue truck and am­
bulance. 

The Crumpton Ladles Auxiliary 
members brought cold. drinks to 
the sweltering fire-fighters. 

Once known as Red Lyons Mill 
or Godwin's Mill, It was used not 
only as a grain mill, but as a 
lumber or sawmill. At one time It 

"had a, huge 24-foot diameter 
overshot water wheel. 

~~\BTtlJiffAft and 
INTERNATIONAL DAY 

at St. Christopher's Church ' 
· Chester, Kent Island · - · · " 

Main Attractloni' i · ; 
~~ /C·O·.·SM ·-.,;·.~·~. i 

~~I 

"The Cosmetic That's M 
Call--to arrange a fascin• 
fadal' :with Instructions 
cedures.' 

~ 'ftda I 
Fol pllm 

~- .'302) 

Sudlersvllle town board expected to That was the word from Town 
settle on thelr new town office, Clerk Jan Almquist the other day. 
formerly the office of the late Dr. "The commissioners want to do 
C.H. Metcalfe, by the end of last what ls best , for the town," she 
week and with some pttlntlng and , said. 
minor renovations- ·should. move .. A large crowd, probably 15 
info the building by·septeniber. It persons, attended the last town 
ts belrig used as a.1 dwelling at meeting and the commissioners 
present. ! told most of the citizens who 

The town Is also patching holes In represented the "f<'rlends for 
the surface of the munlclpallY· Church · Hlll Preservation" they 
owned tennis courts back of tpe still had not' decided what to do 
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QA-29 
Red Lion Mill , site 

McGrain , John (2006) The Molinography of Maryland. (Maryland State Archives) 

RED LION MILL (1) 

This mill was believed to date from 1735, but Michael Bourne who prepared a paper for the local 
historical Society in 1975 was only able to trace it back to the 1760s. Ms. Kim Scheck provided Mr. 
Bourne with other notes from the Callister Papers. In a letter to George Garnett, Henry Callister on March 
10, 1762, mentioned "the Mill of Red Lyon" in connection with a land ownership dispute. By January 3, 
1764, Call ister was describing the mill as extinct, "There is no mill ," but there were references to a 
millhouse, in this case apparently meaning a dwelling , occupied in Callister's opinion by a "nest of 
beggars," or tenants planted by his neighbor Hughes who did not recognize him as landlord. Callister 
owned the 1238-acre tract Crumpton. His hired miller had been Nathaniel Miles. 

The earliest mention of a new or replacement mill found by Michael Bourne was a deed in 1764 from 
William Comegys to Asell Cosden for a farm on the south side of the mill road , now called Md. Route 544. 
The 1798 tax list failed to show a mill in Cosden family hands. In 1819, Winbert Tschudy purchased 
properties from the Cosdens and also from William Spencer. 

Wimbert [sic] Tschudy was authorized to raise his mill dam by three feet under Laws of Md., Acts of 
1816, Chapter 180. The Orphans Court was to appoint commissioners to estimate the sums to be paid to 
the neighbors affected by the rising water. Tschudy's "valuable grist and merchant mill" was on the Red 
Lyon Br.anch in the upper part of the county. The 30-foot race was to pass through the lands of the heirs 
of James Cosden, of John George, of Nathan Peacock, of John Rochester, and of Benjamin Robert. Also , 
Md. Water Law, Paul M. Galbreath , p. 8. 

In 1826, Lemuel Roberts deeded to Tschudy part of Courseys Choice on the "north side of Winbert 
Tschudy's new mill race" (Queen Anne's County deeds, TM 4:208). In 1825, Tschudy had purchased the 
farm of the late James Cosden on the west side of Red Lyon Branch , property Cosden had bought from 
John and William Comegys in 1763 and 1767. 

An advertisement in the Chestertown Telegraph, May 26, 1826, offered "Wool Carding at Red Lion 
Mills" and assured readers that "Customers will be set across the river at McCallisters Ferry free of 
charge." Winbert Tschudy died about 1833 or 1834. 

In 1844, Barbara Tschudy deeded to Martin Tschudy, son of Winbert, her dower interest in Red Lion 
Mills, sold to Ezekiel F. Chambers of Kent County (Queen Anne's County deeds, TM 4:326). Chambers 
sold the grist and saw mill to William L. Godwin in 1860; that year, the census of manufactures listed 
Godwin with $5500 capital investment in a water-powered gristmill with 1 employee and annual output of 
12,000 bu meal ($12,000) . 

The 1877 county atlas showed William L. Goodwin [sic] with a gristmill on a long mill race from a pond 
far to the south. The mill was on the south or west bank of the stream, north side of present Millington 
Road, SE of Crumpton . 

Mrs. George P. Martin , ("Early History of Crumpton ," Kent Shoreman, June 1969, p. 57) wrote, ''. .. near 
the mouth of the stream that starts at Dudley's Corners) as it enters Chester River, the Red Lion Mills 
[were] owned by William L. Goodwin. Huge wheel ... also included a saw or lumber mill ." Godwin also 
had an iron foundry, presumably the unidentified one shown on the river at Crumpton on Strong's 1860 
county map. 

The 1880 census of manufactures showed $4000 capital investment in the mill. A 24-foot overshot 
wheel 6 ft broad ran at 5 rpm to develop 30 hp; annual output was 54 tons of meal and custom work 
($1680) . William L. Godwin's mill pond was a landmark cited in Laws of Md., Acts of 1882, Chapter 244. 
The 1887 State business directory listed James Orem as miller at Crumpton; Orem had acquired a house 
on the adjoining property in 1871 but never had title to the mill. In fact, he was Mrs. Godwin's brother and 
was either hired miller or tenant operator. 

Godwin sold the mill in 1886 to Albert Chandler, who in 1892 conveyed to Nellie Loller. When Daniel 
and Nellie Loller defaulted on their mortgage, the Red Lion or Godwin Mill was advertised in the 
Centreville Record , before the public sale held on July 25, 1899. The property was advertised as a "large 
frame process roller grist mill , stone foundation and turbine wheel, an excellent business stand." The 
turbine had probably been added by Godwin. 

JKC 4/2/2015 



Red Lion Mill in 1978 by Orlando Ridout V 

Charles M. Lloyd bought the mill and in 1903 sold to William Harrington. John N. Faulkner bought it in 
1909 and leased the mill to Samuel W. Granbery of New York in 1912 and later sold the property to 
Vernon L. Higgins. A gasoline engine was installed in 1912 per Michael Bourne's lecture. Higgins in turn 
sold to Granbery in 1915. Granbery sold a triangular mill lot of 1.04 acres and the mill to the partnership 
of Gilbert Brown and Harry W. Spry in 1922 (Queen Anne's County deeds, JFR 9:72) . Spry sold in 1934 
to Thomas Bourne, already owner of the large adjoining farm (since 1926). In that deed , the mill race , an 
unusually long one extending well beyond the main farm, was described as 667.14 perches (10,674.2 
feet) . 

Thomas Bourne had six sons, and on January 25, 1975, Michael Bourne presented his paper entitled 
"A Brief History of Red Lion Mill" to the Queen Anne's County Historical Society. Mr. Bvurne, a noted 
architectural historian, reported that his father was the assistant director of the Civil Aeronautic 
Association (later designated the FAA). The hired millers in the Bourne period were Cooper Jewell and 
Leslie Nickerson. Tom Bourne, Jr. , and brother Peter also ran the mill at times and unsuccessfully tried to 
collect its back debts. The elder Bourne installed a feed mixer to prepare food for chickens for their own 
farm and for the public. 

The mill was described as standing but closed by the Baltimore Sun, July 7. 1935. Tlie pond was still 
shown on the 1954 topographic map just north of Colman Road in the path of the proposed US 301 . John 
McGrain found the mill standing in 1972 on the north side of Md. 544, down a slope from the road , posted 
with a Farm Bureau trespass notice. The mill was also standing in 1978 when Orlando 'Ridout V prepared 
a MHT Inventory form. The MHT Site No. assigned was QA-29. 

The Ridout report gave the measurement of the mill as 33 x 41 feet at the foundation. The stone 
foundation is a full story high, set into the stream bank. The building was 3 bays by 2, the upper stories of 
frame. The turbine was located in the cellar or cog pit along with heavy iron gearing to transmit the turbine 
power to the bottom of the millstones. By 1978, the millstones had crashed through the first story flooring 
into the cellar. A lean-to shelter was the location of gasoline or diesel engine, by then removed . The 
millstone crane was still intact of the first story, standing by the hole caused by the craphed mill stones. 

:l JKC 4/2/2015 



There was still a steel hopper with the name plate reading , 'The Haines Mixer Size No. 1, Serial No. 962. 
Fairfield Engineering Co., Marion, Ohio." On the upper floor there was a sifting apparatus, lacking 
manufacturer's labels, but there was the name of "Barnard and Leas, Moline, Illinois," on a section of 
belting casing . Roof framing was similar to the Church Hill Mill but much heavier. All of the heavy timbers 
were products of mechanized sawmills. Posts and girts were skillfully mortised and pinned with pegs or 
treenails. 

The Centreville Record Observer, July 20, 1985, reported , "Historic Godwin Mill Burns. Arson 
Suspected After Three Alarms." Location of the pond on the 1941 topographic map was 3-C-12 in the 
ADC Street Atlas. The mill itself was located at 3-A-7 in the same atlas. [Red Lion Tavern was at 3-J-5.] 
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QA-29 
Red Lion Mill , site 
J. G. Strong 's Map of Queen Anne 's County, 1866 
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QA-29 
Red Lion Mill, site 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson, Atlas of Queen Anne 's County, Maryland, 1877 
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QA-29 
Red Lyon Mill 
Crumpton vicinitY 
Orlando Ridout V, 1918 (MHT) 





QA-29 Red Lyon Mill 
Crumpton vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT) 

Ground floor 
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0~-29 Red Lyon Mill Crumpton vicinity, Md· 
Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT) 

second floor 


