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_STRUCTURE 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE Sc< 

-EXCELLENT -'>ETERIORAT£0 -UNALTEREO 

X--ALTEREO 

X ORIGINAL SIT£ ? 

X GOOO -RUINS -MOVEO OAT---

-FAIR -UNEXPOSEO 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL OF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Nineteenth Century Granary: 

Moved in the 1920's from a location to the 

northeast of the main house, this granary now 

forms the south side of the barnyard "courtyard". 

Resting on brick piers, the main building is a large 

frame structure with a gable roof, fl~~ked by large 

implement sheds with less steeply pitched roofs. 

Similar in overall appearance to the smaller and 

earlier building that adjoins it (QA-298 D), this 

structure was evidently constructed as a granary in 

the nineteenth century, with the roof overshot on each 

side, accommodating a crib on the west side, and 

an open storage area on the east. 

The method of construction is standard heavy 

timber frame, in contrast to the two post and plank 

buildings located elsewhere on the farm. Though 

carefully constructed and well preserved, the 

principal feature worthy of interest is the overall 

form which the original building took. Combining 

granaries and cribs under the same roof seems to 

have been a reasonably common practice, but few 

pre-Civil War examples remain. This particular 

example has been altered, but the framing evidence 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-298 E 

remains to reconstruct the size and form of the crib, 

and the absence of any supporting plate or wall structure 

under the east overhang makes it clear that this was 

left open, either as a storage area for equipment or 

produce, or perhaps as a protected browsing area for 

livestock • 

. Also of interest is th~ first floor door to the 

granary. Evidently reused from an earlier building, 

this batten door is constructed of random-width beadeq 

boards on the exterior face, secured to diagonal beaded 

boards on the inner face with large hand-wrought nails. 

The. nails have been driven in a regular order, and form 

a _decorative pattern on the exterior face of the door. 

The door is hung on very large wrought iron strap 

hinges. Although batten doors are plentiful on both 

domestic and agricultural buildings throughout the 

county, ·decorative nailing patterns rarely appear, and 

it is interesting that two examples, one using wrought 

nails, the other machine nails, ,may be found on this 

farm. 
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The granary on the John Benton farm is an 
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_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

exceptionally fine example of a heavy timber frame 

farm building with flanking appendages, a form 

that was evidently once a common sight in Queen 

Anne's County. Unfortunately, few examples 

pre-dating the lightweight construction methods 

of the industrial age have survived. This building 

is unusual in that the central granary was 

originally flanked on one side by an enclosed 

crib, but on the other side the roof was 

cantilevered out, creating a sheltered area used 

either for storage or for animals to browse. 

This area was later closed in with frame walls 

and is now used for storage, while the crib has 

been converted into an equipment shed, but the 

original form is still clearly evident. One detail 

of note is the beaded batten door to the granary, 

which is embellished with clinched wrought nails 

set in a decorative pattern. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET .lf NECESSAlW 

IEiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

• 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

DATE 

6/29/78 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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